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A  SHORT  ACCOUNT  OF  THE 


Rev.  ROBER  T  W  A  L  K  E  R. 


^  |  THOUGH  there  were  neither  ftriking  incidents,  nor  much 
-k-  variety  in  the  life  of  the  Author,  the  following  facts 
will  not  be  unacceptable  to  his  Friends. 

l  j 

He  was  born  in  Cannongate,  where  his  father  was  minifter, 
in  1716-  He  received  a  regular  education  at  the  Univerfity  of 
Edinburgh,  Happening  to  refide  for  a  few  months  in  1737, 
with  a  clergyman  in  Galloway,  he  was  licenfed  to  preach  the 

■s 

gofpel  by  the  Prefbytery  of  Kirkcudbright.  In  1738,  in  con. 
frequence  of  an  '  unanimous  call,  he  was  ordained  minifler  of 
Straiton,  within  the  bounds  of  the  Prefbytery  of  Ayr.  He  al¬ 
ways  mentioned  this  fituation  with  particular  fatisfacTion,  and 
confidered  the  years  which  he  fpent  at  Straiton  as  among  the 
happieft  years  of  his  life.  In  1  746,  he  was  tranflated  to  the  fe. 
cond  charge  of  South  Leith.  Fie  was  then  111  the  prime  of  life  ; 
and  never  appeared  to  greater  advantage  than  while  he  re¬ 
mained  in  this  ffation,  either  in  his  public  labours,  or  in  his 
private  intercourfe  with  his  friends. 

In  1754?  he  was  called  to  bd  one  of  the  minifiers  of  Edin¬ 
burgh  ;  and  as  there  were  at  that  time,  three*  vacancies  in  the 
city,  and  he  was  ih t  fenior  minifler  among  thole  who  were  cal¬ 
led  to  fupply  them,  he  was  immediately  fixed  in  one  of  thie  col¬ 
legiate  charges  of  the  High  Church.  rI  he  difVinguiihed  repu¬ 
tation  which  he  maintained  to  the  end  of  his  life  in  that  conlpi- 
cuous  Station,  is  well  known  to  the  public*  He  had  naturally  a 
found  coniiitution  ;  and  enjoyed  an  uninterrupted  ieriesoi  good 
health,  till,  in  the  month  of  February  1782,  ne  was  fudciemy 

feized  with  an  apoplexy.  He  recovered  at  that  tune;  bat.  nu 
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ipirifs  and  vigour  were  greatly  impaired.  He  went  to  the 
country  in  the  beginning  of  the  following  fummer  ;  and  his 
health  was  fo  far  reftored,  that  he  was  able  to  return  to  his 
xninifterial  labours  in  the  month  of  September.  From  that  time 
he  continued  to  officiate  regularly  in  public,  till  death  put  an. 
end  to  his  labours  and  to  his  life  together.  On  Friday  the 
4th  of  April  1783,  it  was  his  turn  to  preach  in  the  morning. 
He  left  hi  s  houfe  in  good  health,  and  performed  the  public 
fervice  in  his  ufual  manner*  In  the  conclufion  he  difcovered 
fome  fymptoms  of  uneafmefs  ;  ar.i  in  his  return  from  the  church 

faid  to  a  friend,  that  he  had  got  a  headach  by  preaching. - 

Having  reached  his  own  houfe  with  fomc  difficulty,  he  wasin- 
fently  feized  with  a  ftupor  ;  and  though  immediate  afiiiiance 
was  procured,  he  expired  in  lefs  than  two  hours. 

The  Editor  does  not  prefume  to  delineate  his  chara&er. — 
This  ha*  already  been  done  by  a  more  mafterly  hand-  'i  be 
Reverend  Dr«  Blair,  who  has  given  many  other  teflimonies 
of  refpeffc  for  the  memory  of  his  deceafed  colleague,  has  been 
fo  obliging  as  to  permit  the  publication  of  the  concluding 
part  of  his  fermon,  preached  on  the  13th  of  April  1783  : — 
which  the  Editor  takes  this  public  opportunity  of  expreffing  his 
belt  and  moft  grateful  acknowledgments. 


Conclusion 
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CONCLUSION  of  a  Sermon  from  EccL  xii.  7.  preached  in 
She  High  Church  of  Edinburgh ,  by  Dr .  Hugh  Ulair, 
I'lth  April  1783,  on  occafion  of  the^deuth  of  Mr.  Robert 
Walker- 

—After  what  has  been  faid  on  the  fubje&  of  death  in  gene, 
tal,  and  in  particular  upon  the  uncertainty  of  the  time  of  it, 
your  minds  muft  naturally  have  turned  towards  that  melan¬ 
choly  event  which  has  lately  befallen,  in  the  fndden  removal  of 
vour  faithful  and  worthy  paftor  ;  and  you  will  eafily  imagine, 
that  this  has  given  occafion  to  the  train  of  meditation  we  nave 
now  been  purfuing-  Upon  fuch  an  occafion,  T4tnow  this  Con¬ 
gregation  will  indulge  me,  in  paying  the  laft  tribute  of  refpedt 
to  the  memory  of  a  colleague  whom  1  efteemed  and  loved  * 
and  in  connexion  with  whom  I  have  comfortably  pafled  a 
great  part  of  my  life.  He  was  the  acquaintance  and  compa¬ 
nion  of  my  youth.  For  nearly  the  period  of  twenty-five  years 
we  were  affociated  in  the  charge  of  this  Congregation  ;  and 
during  all  that  long  trad:  of  time,  though  we  often  differed  in 
fentiments  about  public  matters,  yet  that  difference  nev^r  inter¬ 
rupted  our  cordial  correfpondence,  nor  occafioned  any  breach  of 
mutual  friendlhip.  The  chara&er  of  his  mind,  indeed,  was 
inch  as  fitted  him  for  agreeable  intercourfe  with  all  who  had 
any  connection  with  him.  His  underftanding  was  found  and 
juft.  His  paffions,  though  originally  ftrong,  were  brought  un« 
der  remarkable  government.  His  difpofition  was  cheerful:— 
his  temper  calm  and  regular.  God  had  blefied  him  with  great 
natural  abilities.  To  a  quick  and  folid  judgment,  were  added 
the  powers  of  the  moft  correft  tafte,  whicli  he  enjoyed  in  a. 
high  and  uncommon  degree.  Seldom  have  any  been  endowed 
with  a  more  juft  difcernment  of  what  is  beautiful  in  compofitiotl 
and  difcourfe,  or  with  a  more  accurate  fenfibility  to  what  is 
becoming  in  manners  and  behaviour.  PofTeffing  thefe  talents, 
he  was  at  the  fame  time,  modeft,  unafluming,  unpretending. 
He  was  fiiuple  in  his  manners  ;  fimple  in  his  ta£re  of  life  ;  alto* 
gether  free  from  oftentation  or  vanity.  A  manly  Srmnets  term¬ 
ed  the  diftinguifhing  part  of  his  character.  As  he  acled  uniform¬ 
ly  upon  principle,  he  was  bold  and  undaunted  in  maintaining 
what  he  judged  to  be  right  ;  but  without  the  heat  of  violence 
cr  paffion.  No  man  ever  poflefTed  a  more  independent  fpirit. — 
About  the  advantages  of  worldly  fortune  he  was  little  ioheitous. 
He  formed  no  high  views-  He  made  no  ambitious  claims. 

He  was  e?%  contented  and  fatisfied  j  and  as  he  was  entirely 

free 
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free  Irom  covetoufuefs,  io  he  was  a  ftranger  to  envy.  To  the 
merit  of  others  he  was  ever  difpofed  to  do  juflice.  His  eye  was 
nor  evil  when  they  profpered.  He  was  fuperior  to  the  little 
competitions  and  jealoufies  which  prevail  in  vulgar  minds. 

Fhcle  particulars,  relating  to  his  character  as  a  man,  I  am  tho¬ 
roughly  qualified,  from  my  long  perfonal  knowledge  of  him,  fully 
to  afcenain.  With  regard  to  his  public  labours,  my  teftimony  is  of 
Jefs  confequenee  to  thofe  before  whom  I  now  jpeak,  who  have  fo 
long  had  full  proof  of  his  talents,  and  experience  of  his  alTiduity 
and  fidelity  in  the  miniftry  ofthegofpel.  There  indeed,  he  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  higheft  charaflejq  as  an  eminent  and  fuccefsful  la¬ 
bourer  in  the  Lord’s  vineyard?  To  this  important  work,  his 
greateft  application  was  bent.  With  this,  he  allowed  nothing 
elfe  to  interfere.  His  whole  ambition  centered  in  acting;  his 
part  with  the  dignity  and  propriety  that  became  the  facred  cha¬ 
racter  which  he  bore.  By  the  elegance,  neatnefs  and  chafle 
ijmpllcity  of  compofition  in  his  Sermons,  and  by  the  uncommon 
grace  and  energy  of  his  delivery,  he  rofe  to  a  high  and  juflly 
acquired  reputation*  But  mere  reputation  was  not  his  object. 
He  aimed  at  tejlijying  the  whole  counfel  of  the  grace  of  God  ; 
at  dividing  rightly  to  every  man  the  word  of  truth  ;  inifru  fl¬ 
ing  the  ignorant,  awakening  the  carelefs,  reproving  the  firmer, 
and  comforting  the  laint  j  as  aji  who  belong  to  this  Congrega¬ 
tion  well  know.  . 


Suitable  to  fucb  a  life  were  the  manner  and  circumflances  of 
His  death.  It  pleaded  Providence  tc  carry  him  away,  as  in  a 
moment,  from  the  difeharge  of  that  work  in  which  he  delight¬ 
ed,  to  the  enjoyment  of  its  reward.  His  death  was  like  an  im¬ 
mediate  transition  from  the  work  of  the  fanfluary  on  earth,  to 
the  employments  of  the  fanfluary  above.  He  was  permitted  to 
efcape,  in  a  great  degree,  from  the  melancholy  approaches  of  the 
fall  foe.  lie  endured  no  long  continuance  of  pain*  He  under¬ 
went  no  violent  druggie.  I  be  garment  of  mortality  eafily 
dropt  off  y  and  the.  fey v ant  of  God  fell  afleep  in  the  Lord. — 
Mark  the  .perfett  man,  and  behold  the  upright ;  for  the  latter 
end  of  that  man  u.  peace.  Biffed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the 
Lord  •  they  reft- from  their  labours,  and  their  works  follow  the?J{* 
May  the  memorial  0/  the  juft  remain  with  us  in  ever Lofting  re¬ 
membrance.  I  Let  us  remember  them  that  have  fpoken  unto  us  the 
words  of  God .  Let  us  be  followers  oj  them  who  through  faith 
and  patience  arc  now  inheriting  the  prarrtifes*  Let  us  live  the 
fife  of  the  righteous,  that  we  n  ay  die  his  death,  and  our  latter 
cnd;  like  his,  may  be  bleifed  ! 
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and  all  the  world  may  become  guilty  before  God.  -  3 
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water , . -  "  27^ 
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breached  if),  the  High  Church  of  Edinburgh,  May  1761,  at  the  opening  of  tlftS 

h/noi  of  Lothian  and  Tweedaie* 

I.  Tkessalonians,  iii.  8. 

For  now  we  live,  if  ye  f  and  faft  in  the  Lord • 


KE  author  of  this  Epiftle  is  introduced  into  the  facred 
hitlory  with  other  fentiments  and  views  than  thefe  words 
exprefs.  He  makes  his  firfi  appearance  at  a  fcene  of  blood, 
confenting  to  the  death  of  a  holy  martyr,  and  keeping  the 
raiment  of  them  that  ilew  him.  Soon  after,  we  hear  of  hiru 
making  havock  of  the  Church  of  Cbrdi:  in  Jerufalem,  enter¬ 
ing  into  every  houfe,  and  dragging  both  men  and  women  to 
prifon.  Nay,  fuch  was  the  excels  and  fury  of  his  zeal,  that 
breathing  out  threatenings  and  daughter  jTgaiiift  the  difciples  of 
the  Lord,  he  perfecute  i  them  even  into  Grange  cities:  u  l 
verily  thought/’  laid  he,  in  the  prelence  of  Agrippa,  “  that 

I  ought  to  do  many  things  contrary  to  the  name'1  of  Jefus  of 
Nazareth.” —  Blit  here  we  behold  a  new  creature  indeed  l 
What  things  were  formerly  gain  to  Paul,  thefe  he  counts  lofs 
for  Chrift  :  the  once  hated  name  of  Jefus  is  now  become  dear¬ 
er  to  him  than  hie  itfelf  ;  and  he  who  in  tunes  pc it  pcrfecuted 
the  faints,  now  glories  in  the  crofs,  and  preucheth  the  faith  he 
hathendeavou  ed  to  deflroy. 

In  my  text  he  diicovers  a  temper  of  mold  diftinguifhed  ex¬ 
cellence  ;  a  temper,  my  Keverend  Fathers  and  Brethren, 
Which  I  hope  we  fiiall  not  barely  applaud,  but  earneilly  co¬ 
vet,  and  endeavour,  by  the  Grace  of  God  to  pollefs. 

To  unfold  the  peculiar  excellence  of  this  temper, — and  to 
illuflrate  the  importance  of  it  to  the  minillers  of  Clmii, — are 
the  purpofes  aimed  at  in  the  following  diicourfe. 

The  ftrft  tiling  that  demands  our  attention  is  the  amiable 
temper  exp  reded  in  thefe  woids  No w  we  liocy  J ye  ft  a 'id faft 
in  the  Lord - 

The  general  meaning  of  the  p adage  is  obvious  :  It  contains 
an  obliging  and  fpinled  declaration  ot  the  Apoiileb  good  wdi 
to  the  Chrillians  at  Thedaionica.  But  if  we  atiend  to  hie  fuu- 
ation  when  he  wrote  this  Epiuie,  and  place  ouridves  m  the 
citcumftances  of  thole  to  whom  it  was  addrdTbd,  we  (hall  feel 
Vol-  l.  A  an 
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an  emphifts  in  the  word  novj,  that  gives  a  furpriftng  addition 
both  to  the  tendernefs  and  dignity  of  his  fentiment  and  exp  ref¬ 
it  on. 

Had  the  time  referred  to  been  a  feafon  of  profperity  ;  had 
Paul  in  the  height  of  worldly  felicity,  meant  no  more  than 
to  allure  the  Theffalonians,  that,  amidft  all  his  affluence,  he 
kindly  remembred  them  ;  and  though  at  prefent  beyond  the 
need  of  wifhing  any  thing  for  himfelf,  yet  that  the  report  of 
their  ftedfaftnefs,  and  the  hope  of  its  continuance,  had  made  a 
confiderable  addition  to  his  happinefs,  and  heightened  his  relifii 
of  the  good  things  he  poffeffed  :  even  upon  this  luppofition,  I 
apprehend,  the  particle  now  would  juftly  be  deemed  einphati- 
cal,  and  worthy  to  be  accented. 

But  with  what  force  muff  it  ftrike  us,  when  we  find  that  it 
refers  to  a  feafon  of  adverfity.— Paul  at  the  time  of  writing 
this  Epiftle,  was  a  poor,  affli&ed,  folitary  man  ;  banifhed  from 
his  friends,  living  among  (hangers,  labouring  with  his  own 
hands  for  a  icanty  fubfiftence,  and  dcftitute  of  almoft  every 
earthly  comfort. 

All  this  the  Theffalonians  knew  full  well.  With  grief 
they  had  beheld  his  fufferings  in  their  own  city,  when  (i  the 
fi  unbelieving  Jews,  moved  with  envy,  took  unto  them  cer- 
ft  tain  lend  fellows  of  the  bafer  fort/’  and  raifed  fuch  an  up¬ 
roar,  as  obliged  them  to  fend  him  away  by  night  into  Be¬ 
rea  ;  they  further  knew,  that  the  fame  unbelieving  and  envi¬ 
ous  Jews,  upon  hearing  that  he  preached  with  fuccefs  at  Be¬ 
rea,  had  followed  him  thither  alfo,  and  fo  inflamed  the  multi¬ 
tude  againfl  him,  that  he  found  it  neceffary  to  retire  as  far  as 
Athens,  to  get  beyond  the  reach  of  thefe  unrelenting  perfecu- 

tors  — - - fudge  then  with  what  emotion  they  would  read 

this  ftrong,  this  endearing  proferfion  of  his  concern  lor  tneir 
welfare  ;  they  who,  under  God,  owed  their  Converfion  to 
his  miniftry,  and  to  whom  as  1  juft  now  obferved,  his  paft fuf¬ 
f-rings  on  their  ov/n  account,  and  his  prefent  diftrefs,  were 
perfectly  known. 

He  had  told  them  a  little  before,  that  the  bittereft  ingredi¬ 
ent  in  all  his  affli&ions,  was  the  apprenlion  he  had,  that  his 
fufferings  might  lure  a  tendency  to  fluke  their  faith,  and  to 
prejudice  their  minds  againft  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  :  “  For 
“  this  caufe,”  fays  he,  “  I  fent  to  know  your  faith,  left  by 
“  fome  means  the  tempter  have  tempted  you,  and  our  la- 

hour  be  in  vain-  But  when  Timotheus  returned,  and 
“  brought  us  good  tidings  of  your  faith  and  charity,  vve  were 
“  comforted  over  you,  in  all  our  affli&ion  and  diftrefs,  by  you? 
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u  faith. And  then  he  adds,  “  For  now,'’  even  at  this  pre- 
fent  time,  diftreffed  and  airlifted  as  we  are,  yet,  “  now  we  live 
u  if  ye  Jlandfajt  inthe  Lord” 

Here  then  the  pureft  zeal  for  the  honour  of  his  Mafter,  and 
the  moil*  generous  love  to  the  fouls  of  men,  are  happily  united, 
arid  feelingly  exp; died  in  the  native  language  of  a  warm  and 
upright  heart — —1  fay,  the  pur  eft  zeal,  and  the  mod  gener¬ 
ous  love;  for  no  tincture  of  felfiihnefs  appears  in  either  :  if 
.  Chrift  is  glorified, --if  men  are  faved,-.-Paul  obtains  his  utmoft 
wiflh  ;  his  happinefs  is  independent  of  every  thing  elfe  :  he  en¬ 
joys  all  that  in  his  own  edimation  is  worthy  to  be  accounted 
life,  if  his  fpiritual  children  ftand  fad  in  the  Lord. 

And  is  not  this  a  temper  of  mod  diftinguiihed  excellence? 
When  I  called  it  amiable ,  1  only  fpoke  the  half  of  its  praife  ;  it 
hath  a  dignity ,  as  well  as  a  beauty  belonging  to  it,  iuperior  to 
any  thing  trial  is  commonly  celebrated  by  that  name  among 
men*  Would  we  beheld  heroifm  in  its  faired  and  mod  ex¬ 
alted  form,  inllead  of  looking  for  it  among  thofe  whom  the 
world  hath  dyled  heroes ,  we  {hall  fucceed  far  belter  if  we  turn 
our  eves  to  Paul  of  Tarfus. 

•j 

Where  {hall  we  find  foch  determined  courage,  fuch  cool  in¬ 
trepidity,  and  contempt  of  danger,  as  in  this  good  and  faith¬ 
ful  foldier  of  Chrid  ?  6i  Behold,”  faid  he  to  the  elders  of  the 
church  at  Ephefus,  “  Behold,  1  go  bourn,  in  the  fpirit  unto  Je- 
44  rufolem,  not  knowing  the  things  that  fiiall  befal  me  there; 

fave  that  tHe  Holy  Ghod  witnefleth  in  every  city,  faying 
“  that  bonds  and  additions  abide  me.  But  none  of  theie 
“  things  move  me,  neither  count  I  my  life  dear  unto  rnyfelf, 
“  fo  that  I  may  finifh  my  courfe  with  joy,  and  the  minidry* 
u  which  I  have  received  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  to  tellify  the  gof- 
i(  pel  of  the  grace  of  God.”  diets  xx.  22* 

With  what  invincible  fortitude  did  he  triumph  over  ad  verity 
in  every  frightful  foape  !  with  what  noble  freedom  and  inde¬ 
pendence  of  fpirit,  did  he  exult  a  mid  ft  thofe  fufferings  of  which 
human  nature  hath  the  greateft  abhorrence  !  “  Even  unto  this 
“  hour,”  fays  he  in  his  letters  to  the  Corinthians,  we  both 
(£  hunger  and  thirft,  and  are  buffeted,  and  have  no  certain 
c<  dwellihg  place  l  we  are  made  as  the  filth  of  the  world 

u  end  are  the  offscouring  of  all  things  unto  this  day. - We 

“  ahe  troubled  on  every  tide,  yet  not  diftrefled  ;  we  are  per- 
Ci  piexed,  bur  not  in  defpair ;  perfecuted,  but  not  forfakfepj 

caft  down,  but  not  dedroyed  : - as  deceivers,  and  yet 

u  true  ;  as  unknown,  and  yet  well  known  ;  as  dying,  and  be* 
hold  we  live;  as.chaftened,  and  not  killed ;  as  Ibrrowful, 

A  a  u  yet 
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yet  always  rejoicing  ; "as  poor,  yet  making  maqy  rich  $  as 
<i  having  nothing,  and  yet  pofTeilmg  all  thugs.” 

Ai'id  what  was  it  that  lunported  and  enlivened  his  mind, 
tinder  inch  a  load  of  complicated  difhefk  >  Hear  the  account 
he  gave  of  it  to  iimothy,  which  exabliv  agrees  with  the  decla¬ 
ration  in  my  text  ;  “  I  endure  ail  things  for  the  elecVs  fake, 
“  that  they  alfb  may  obtain  the  laivation  which  is  in  Chrift 

lt  Jehi?,  with  eternal  ^lory. 99  2  Tim.  ii.  10 - Paul  denied 

hmilelf  lor  the  good  of  others,  and  cheerfully  renounced  every 
temporal  interell  to  promote  die  eternal  haopinel's  cf  men. 

W  ith  what  a  graceful  mixture  o(  majelty  and  rneeknefs  does 
he  appeal  to  the  ThefTalotiians,  in  the  foreaoing  part  of  this 
Epi  die  !  “  Our  exhortation  was  not  of  deceit,  nor  of  unclean- 
“  nefs,  nor  in  guile  :  but  as  we  were  allowed  of  God  to  be 
<(  put  in  trull  with  the  gofpd,  even  fo  wefpe.rk,  not  as  pleating’ 
ic  men,  bur  God  which  trieth  our  hearts.  For  neither  at 

any  time  ufed  we  flattering  words,  as  ye  know,  nor  a  cloak 
te  of  covetoulnels  ;  Qod  is  witnefs:  nor  of  men  fought  wc 
44  g’°ry,  neither  of  you,  nor  yet  of  others.  But  we  we  e  gen- 
“  tie  among  you,  even  as  a  nurfe  cherifheth  her  children  : 
€t  fo  being  affectionately  defirous  of  yon,  we  were  whiling  to  have 
<(  imparted  unto  you  not  only  the  gofpel  but  our  own  fouls 
((  alfo,  becaufe  ye  were  dear  to  us.  For  what  is  our  hope, 
6‘  our  joy,  our  crown  of  rejoicing  ?  are  not  even  ye,  in  the 
t<r  prefence  of  our  L(  .1  jefus  Chriil  at  his  coining  ?  for  ye  are 
c(  our  glory  andjovT 

And  what  can  attract  our  love,  what  can  merit  our  efteem, 
w hat  can  excite  our  admiration,  v  Inch  a  temper  doth  not? 
A  t~rm  er  which,  to  all  the  magnanimity  of  the  hero  unites  ail 
‘  the  piety  and  benevolence  of  the  faint. 

But  it  will  not  avail  us  barely  to  eiieem  or  admire  this  tem¬ 
per  :  it  is  neceffary  my  bretheru,  that  we  ou delves  be  polTefled 
of  it.  I  fhall  therefore  proceed,  as  1  propofetl,  in  the 

Second  place,  to  illuftrate  the  importance  of  this  excellent 
temper  ;  the  peculiar  importance  of  it  to  the  miniilers  ot 
Chnfl.  And, 

ifl.  It  is  of  importance  to  guard  us  againfl  that  felf-clecelt  to 
which,  of  ali  men  in  tire  world,  we  are  moil  expofed.  The 
offi  e  we  hold  removes  us  at  a  greater  diilance  than  other  men 
from  any  of  thole  temp  ations  to  grot's  and  fcandalous  tins, 
which  wound  the  confidence,  and  divulge  the  fecret  corrup¬ 
tions  of  the  heart  :  lothat  mere  decency  of  condubl  may  pafs 

with  us  for  real  fan&ity  ;  and  what  is  purely  the  eiFedl  of  re¬ 
train* 
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ftraint  from  without,  may  be  mi  fin  ken  by  us  for  the  produsd  of 
a  new  nature  within.  Betides,  the  Bated  duties  that  belong  to 
our  office  frequently  contribute  to  cherifh  this  preemption* 
God  may  enable  us  to  deliver  his  meflage  with  becoming 
warmth  and  propriety,  for  the  fake  of  thole  committed  to  our 
care  ;  and  his  word,  though  uttered  by  unhallowed  lips,  may 
enter  with  power  and  elueacyJnto  the  hearts  of  our  hearers, 
it  is  an  awful  truth,  that  if  we  rneafure  ourfelves either  by  our 
manner  of  performing,  or  even  by  the  effects  that  follow,  our 
public  miniftrations,  we  lhall  be  often  liable  to  err  very  fatal¬ 
ly*  Paul  thought  it  poffible  that  one  might  preac  i  to  the  hav¬ 
ing  of  others,  and  alter  all  be  a  cajl-cnuay  ;  and  J.  can  eafily 
conceive,  that  the  preaching  to  others  may,  through  want  of 
attention  on  our  part,  be  in  fome  rneafure  the  caule  of  it.  The 
afl  litance  afforded  us  in  our  Mailer’s  work,  may  lead  us  to 
form  a  better  opinion  of  our  fpiritual  condition  than  is  either 
reaionable  or  fafe  $  and  therefore  we  have  greater  need  to 
look  frequently  and  narrowly  into  our  own  hearts,  left  the 
guts  we  receive  for  the  ufe  of  the  church,  fhould  pafs  with  us 
lor  thole  peculiar  graces  of  the  Spirit  which  prove  our  adop¬ 
tion  into  the  family  of  God,  and  manifed  our  title  to  the 
heavenly  inheritance. 

But  did  our  fouls  burn  with  that  fervent  zeal  for  the  glory  of 
God,  and  that  vehement  third  for  tre  lalvation  of  men,  which 
fired  the  generous  bread  of  this  Apoftle,  we  fhould  be  in  no 
danger  of  judging  too  favourably  of  ourf  elves-  Such  high, 
aims  would  caufe  our  molt  vigorous  efforts  to  appear  io  little 
in  our  own  eyes,  that,  indead  of  yielding  fuel  to  ourpr.de,  they 
would  rather  afford  us  matter  of  felf  abatement,  as  bearing  no 
proportion  either  to  the  duty  we  owe,  or  the  exalted  felicity  to 
which  we  afpire. — Confcious  of  our  we  a  a. nets,  !i  y^ 

fhould  we  then  addreis  God  for  the  influence  of  his  Spirit,  to 
aid  us  in  our  work,  and  to  impart  virtue  and  efficacy  to  the 

-And,  at  the  fame  time,  with  what 


means  we  employ 


holy  feverity  fhould  we  examine  the  mod  lecref  recedes  or  our 
Ileai  ts,  led  any  root  of  bitternels  fhould  find  indulgence  there, 
that  might  either  unfit  for  fervice,  or  rparr  our  ireful nefs,  by- 
provoking  God  to  withhold  that  grace  upon  which  both  cur 
ability  and  fuccefs  depend  1 

iu/y,  1  he  importance  of  this  temper  will  further  appear 
from  die  influence  it  would  have  upon  our  public  mimflrations. 
It  would  make  us  better  preachers,  as  well  as  better  men. 

We 


V  * 


We  fhould  never  be  at  a  lofs  for  proper  fubjedls  of  dif- 

courie* - i  his,  you  mnft  be  fenlible,  is  not  always  the  cafe  ; 

moil  of  us,  I  iuppofe,  will  have  the  candour  to  acknowledge, 
that  we  have  frequently  fpent  more  time  in  feeking  a  text, 
txian  might  reafonably  'have  lufficed  to  compofe  a  fermon  ;  and 
we  ill 3 1 1  probably  find,  upon  a  fair  recollection,  that  this  walte 
of  time  has  happened  molt  commonly  when  we  fet  out  in  pre¬ 
paring  for  our  public  work  with  no  other  view  than  to  make  a 
fermon.  - — Fancy  is  a  roving  capricious  guide  ;  but  when  ne- 
celiity  prefcribes,  it  always  fpeaks  with  p  red  lion.  We  may 
know  with  certainty  what  our  people  need,  when  we  can  only 
i.m perfectly  gueis  at  what  will  pleaie  them  :  fo  that  did  the  ne- 
ce Ifi ties  of  our  hearer  s  get  the  dilpofal  of  our  (Indies,  we  fhould 
ieldom  hefuate  long  in  the  choice  of  our  fubjeds ;  and  give  me 
leave  to  add,  we  ihoulci  more  frequently  preach  the  fame  ne- 
ceffary  truths,  and  prefs  them  from  time  to  time  with  redoubled 
earneftnefs,  rill  they  appear  to  have  obtained  their  full  effed  up- 
on  the  hearts  of  thofe  com  mi  teed  to  our  care. 

Nor  is  this  all  :  —  The  temper  1  am  recommending  would 
aflifl  us  in  forming  and  pronouncing  our  fertaons,  no  leis  than 
in  chobfing  the  mod  profitable  fnbjeds. — As  it  would  rejed  all 
ufelefs  unedifying  fpec illations,  fo  it  would  effectually  banilh 
thofe  gaudy  ornaments,  which  too  often  piu  the  preacher  in  the 
place  of  his  text  ;  or,  as  one  hath  well  expreffed  it,  lerve  only^ 
to  evaporate  weighty  truths,  and  to  make  them  appear  as  light 
as  the  fly le. — Had  we  no  other  aim  than  to  guide  our  hearers 
in  the  way  to  heaven,  perfpicuity  and  perfualion  would  then 
become  the  foie  objeds  of  our  attention,  and  thefe,  I  apprehend, 
sre  more  within  every  man’s  reach  than  is  commonly  imagined. 
I  never  knew  any  perfon  much  at  a  lofs,  feelingly  and  intelli¬ 
gibly  to  impart  to  others  what  he  greatly  feared,  or  loved,  or 
hated.  Rules  ol  art  have  their  ufe  :  but  though  art  have  col¬ 
lected  rules,  it  was  nature  thatfurnifhed  them  :  both  order  and 
elocution  are  the  offsprings  of  a  warm  and  anderftanding  heart. 
Let  us^only  feel  to  purpole,  and  then  we  lhall  Ipeak  with  pro. 

priety  and  energy. _ Did  we,  like  Paul,  travail  as  in  'birth 

till  Chriji  were  formed  in  the  fouls  oj  men ,  would  not  our 
tongue  be  as  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer  r — Did  we  confider  that 
we  fpeak  in  the  name  of  God  that  we  fpeak  tc  the  crea¬ 
tures  of  God  ;—to  them,  I  fay  and  not  merely  before  them  ; — 
that  we  publilh  thofe  truths  by  which  only  they  can  be  laved, 
and  proclaim  that  law  by  which  they  lhall  be  judged  ; — did  we 
confider,  that  they  and  we  are  fall  haftening  to  judgment,  and 
that  neither  of  us  can  know  how  foon  the  fummons  of  removal 

may 
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may  be  put  into  our  hands ; — what  fhall  i  fay  ?  would  not  E1L 
hu?s  iituation  become  ours,  when  he  thus  exprefTed  himfelf,  “  I 
“  am  full  of  matter,  the  Spirit  wit  hin  me  conftraineth  me :  be- 
(<  hold,  my  belly  is  as  wine  that  hath  no  vent  ;  it  is  ready  to 
6‘  buift  like  new  bottles ;  1  will  fpeak  that  I  may  be  refrefhtd 
Job  xxxii*  1 8,  19,  20.  Nay  my  brethren,  with  fuch  great 
objeds  in  our  eye,  we  fhould  not  only  lpeak  but  we  fbould 
fpeak  as  Elihu  refoived  to  do  in  the  following  part  of  the  quo¬ 
tation,  we  fhould  fpeak  with  an  honeft  and  impartial  freedom ; 
for  thus  he  goes  on  :  “  Let  me  not  I  pray  you  accept  any 

“  maids  perfon,  neither  let  me  give  flattering  tides  unto  man  ; 
“  for  1  know  not  to  give  flattering  tides;  in  fo  doing,  my  rna- 
ie  ker  would  foon  take  me  away.” 

3 d/y,  This  temper  would  likewife  have  a  happy  influence 

upon  all  the  parts  of  our  external  condud. - We  fhould  not 

think  it  enough  to  abftain  from  evil  ;  we  fhould  carefully 
avoid  every  thing  that  had  the  appearance  of  evil,  that,  our 
con  dud  might  have  nothing  in  it  of  a  doubtful  nature,  noth  in  cr 

ambiguous,  or  that  needed  to  be  explained - He  lives,  alas  ! 

at  a  poor  rate,  and  tar  below  the  dignity  of  his  facred  office, 
who  is  frequently  put  to  it  to  vindicate  his  condud,  and  to 
prove  that  he  hath  not  exceeded  his  Chriftian  Liberty  A 
Minifter  of  Chrift  ought  to  go  before  his  People  in  every  thing 
that  is  true,  juft,  pure,  lovely,  and  of  good  report.  His  light 
ought  to  Jbine  in  the  eyes  of  men  ;  nay,  to  fbine  with  inch 
ftrength,  that  they  may  fee  his  good  works,  and  be  conftrsined 
to  glorify  his  Father  in  heaven. 

A  holy  life  is  the  rnoft  perfuafive  fermon,  expreiTed  too  in  a 
language  which  men  of  all  nations  equally  underftand.  It  even 
explains  what  other  fermons  mean,  inftead  of  needing  to  be  ex¬ 
plained  by  them.  Men  will  fee  more  beauty  in  a  truly  virtuous 
adion,  than  in  the  moft  rhetorical  defer iption  we  can  give  of 
it  ;  and  then  they  lofe  no  time,  for  they  fee  it  at  once  :  where¬ 
as,  befides  the  necefiary  expence  of  time,  much  ikill  and  addrefs 
muft  likewife  be  employed,  to  unfold  it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
make  it  thoroughly  under  flood  and  relilhed. 

In  this  way,  my  brethren,  we  may  preach  without  ceding  : 
and  if  we  know  any  thing  of  the  temper  expreiTed  in  my  text, 
we  fhall  certainly  be  ambitious  to  hold  forth  the  word  of  life 
continually  ;  and  fo  to  exhibit  the  religion  of  Jefus,  that  in  our 
pradice,  all  who  behold  us  may  have  an  eafy  opportunity  of 
reading  the  laws  of  Gbrift  every  day. 

More  particularly  :  Were  we  poTeiTed  of  this  temper,  we 
fhould  equally  difdain  to  court  the  great  by  a  fawning  fervility, 
•r  to  catch  the  vulgar  by  a  low  popularity. 
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T.hcfe  are  the  dangerous  extremes  into  one  or  other  of  which 
every  unprincipled  minifter  is  liable  to  be  feduced, 

i  Le  lait  of  them,  which  is  reputed  the  mold  bafe  and  con-* 
tempcibie*  is  commonly  the  refort  of  thole  only,  who,  having 
jitiie  to  recommend  them  to  the  wife  and  good,  can  find  no 
otner  way  to  emerge  from  obfeurity,  and  to  thruft  themfelves 
forward  into  public  view  ;  for  no  man  will  {loop  to  this  mean 
compliance,  who  is  qualified  id  acl  in  a  higher  fpbere,  if  he  i& 
not  forced  to  it  by  hard  necellity,  either  to  cover  a  fore  he  wifhes 
to  conceal,  or  to  bribe  men  to  wink  at  fbme  criminal  indulgence, 
which  he  cannot  hide,  and  is  unwilling  to  forfake  — But  though 
tlie  other  extreme  is  generally  fiippofed  to  be  left  ignominious  ; 
yet,  when  weighed  in  a  juft  balance,  I  apprehend  it  will  be 
found  at  Raff  equally  mean,  and  in  lame  refpects  far  more 
pernicious. 

d.  he  popular  drudge  mu  id  always  a  flume  the  appearance  of 
faneftity  :  he  mu  ft  declaim  ftreimoufly  again  ft  vice,  and  ftudy 

to  have  his  outward  behaviour  decent  and  irreproachable. - - 

Thus  far  the  gratifications  of  his  favourite  paflion  will  conftrain 
him  to  plead  the  cauie  of  religion,  and  to  fay  and  do  many 
things  which  may  have  a  good  effect  upon  die  multitude, 
whofe  favourable  regard  he  is  anxious  to  obtain- — And  though 
his  low  ambition  may,  upon  fome  occafians,  prompt  him  to 
take  advantage  of  their  y  eaknefs,  by  inflaming  their  zeal  about 
matters  of  a  trivial  or  indifferent  nature  ;  yet  as  he  can  only 
fucceed  in  this  attempt  by  penuading  them  that  fuch  thing* 
are  important  and  neeeflary,  it  is  obvious,  that  however  he 
may  impofe  upon  their  understanding,  and  give  them  ftones  in- 
fle.td  of  bread,  yet  he  cannot  be  laid  to  corrupt  their  integrity* 
neither  doth  he  weaken  the  authority  of  con  faience. — —He 
may  render  them  ridiculous,  but  he  doth  not  make  them 
knaves* 

Whereas  the  fmiles  and  rewards  of  political  rulers  (for  thefe 
are  the  great  ones  of  whom  I  now  fpeak)  are  ufually  courted 
and  obtained  by  very  different  means. 

As  a  fupple  complying  temper,  unfettered  by  confcience,  or 
even  a  regard  to  decency,  too  often  proves  the  bed  recommeu- 
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ion  to  their  fervice  ;  hence  it  is,  that  many  who  are  candi- 
dates  for  their  favour,  are  fo  far  from  afluming  an  air  fanc- 
tity,  that  they  (ludioudy  avo:d  whatever  can  be  deemed  the  pe¬ 
culiarities  of  their  order,  that  they  may  have  nothing  to  dif- 
tinguifli  them  from  trie  men  of  the  world,  or  to  render  them 
fuipecled  of  the  remotell  diipofition,  either  to  caavafs  the  com¬ 
mands 
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man  ds  of  thsir  fuperiors,  or  to  boggle  at  any  meafures  they 
fhall  pleafe  to  adopt. 

The  pernicious  tendency  of  fuch  an  infamous  plan  of  con-. 

du6t  is  too  apparent  to  need  much  illuflration - -Hereby  they 

with-hold  from  their  patrons  the  mod  convincing  and  obvious 
proof  of  the  reality,  the  excellence,  and  the  efficacy  of  that  re¬ 
ligion  which  the  office  they  hold  oblige*  them  to  preach. - - 

Defcription  and  argument,  if  they  are  not  accompanied  with  a 
vifible  reprefen tation  of  hclinefs,  will  make  but  a  feeble  irn- 
predion  upon  tliofe  who  are  continually  befet  with  the  mares 

of  profperity. - Betides,  it  often  happens,  that  fuch  perfon.% 

by  means  of  a  liberal  education,  are  in  a  great  meafure  placed 
(if  I  mav  fo  fpeak)  beyond  the  reach  of  fennons  :  they  have  al¬ 
ready  got  a  theory  of  religion  into  their  heads,  and  are  not 
likely  to  hear  any  thing  they  knew  not  before  ;  fo  that  they 
need  ftrik-ing  examples  more  that  verbal  inftruclions — Thefe, 
and  thefe  only,  are  of  fuiftcient  force  to  rouze  their  attention, 
and  to  carry  home  conviction  to  their  hearts  with  newer. 

Did  they  behold  men  of  moderate,  or  rather  of  fcanty  for¬ 
tunes,  unbiased  by  wordly  hopes  or  fears,  confident  and  uni* 
form  in  their  whole  behaviour,  refolute  in  every  part  of  duty, 
inflexibly  honed,  and  fortified  againft  all  corrupt  influence 
whatfoever  ; — inch  venerable,  though  imperfect  images  of  God, 
would  not  only  penetrate  but  overawe  their  fouls. 

A  holy  and  upright  mhiifter  of  Chrift  never  fails  to  pofTeis  a 
fecret  dominion  in  the  hearts  of  thole  who  are  of  the  mod  op- 
pofite  character.  Hate  him  they  may,  and  probably  will,  but 
at  the  fame  time  they  are  cendrained  to  reverence  and  edeem 
him  :  even  44  Herod  feared  John,  and  obferved  him,  and  did 
<c  many  things/*  becaufe  he  knew  44  that  he  was  a  jiiit  and 

holy 

Whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  when  they  fee  thole  who  are 
clothed  with  the  flic  red  character,  paying  no  regard  at  all  to 
propriety  of  conduct,  but  mixing  with  the  world,  and  living  at 
large  as  other  men  do  ;  when  they  fee  them  grafping  at  pow¬ 
er,  or  fcrambling  for  riches  ;  fpreading  their  fails  to  every 
wind,  and  ready  to  embark  in  any  caufe  that  can  recommend 
them  to  thofe  who  are  able  to  wratify  their  ambition,  or  cove- 

toufnefs  : - however  they  mav  avail  themielves  of  their  tre.i- 

fon,  yet  fureiy  they  mud  delpife  fuch  traitors  in  their  heart,  and 
look  upon  them  as  the  dregs  and  refufe  of  human  kind. 

But  alas  !  flrange  as  it  may  feem,  it  fcldom  happens  that 
thefe  perfidious  men  become  fo  thoroughly  contemptible  as  to  he 
altogether  harm  left*  Even  they  who  defpiie  them  me  ft  with 
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a  perverfe  and  fatal  lubtilty,  make  their  example  an  occafion  of 
hardening  their  own  hearts  ;  fetching  arguments  from  thence 
to  extenuate  their  guilt,  and  to  cherifh  their  prefumptuons 
hopes  of  impunity  :  for  it  has  often  been  oblerved,  that  no  twig 
is  io  Header  that  a  wicked  man  will  not  cling  to  it,  when  he 
feels  himfelf  finking  under  the  rebukes  of  confidence,  and  the 
overwhelming  fears  of  approaching  vengeance. 

It  is  furely  unneceffary  to  fhew,  that  the  temper  I  have  been 
recommending  would  effectually  guard  us  againft  both  the  per* 
nicious  extremes  I  have  been  fpeaking  of,  and  render  us  equal¬ 
ly  independent  of  the  high  and  of  the  low - - Zeal  for  the 

honour  of  our  Lord,  and  the  falvation  of  precious  and  immor¬ 
tal  fouls,  would  ennoble  our  minds,  and  break  every  flavilh  yoke 
in  pieces.  A  true  minifter  of  Chrift  will  call  no  man  M after  : 
like  this  great  Apoltle,  he  will  endeavour  lo  to  fpeak,  and  fo  to 
att,  in  every  fituation,  not  as  pleafing  men,  but  God,  who  tri- 
eth  the  lieart.  It  will  ever  appear  a  fmall  matter  to  him  to  be 
judged  of  man’s  judgment  :  this  will  be  his  labour,  his  only  am¬ 
bition,  that  46  prefent  or  abfent,  he  may  be  accepted  of  his 
45  Lord.”  Which  leads  me  to  obferve,  in  the 

4 th  and  lajl  place.  That  the  importance  of  this  temper  lhall 
be  fully  underflood  and  felt  by  us  all  at  the  hour  of  death,  and 
in  the  day  of  judgment* 

We  mull  fhortly  licken  and  die  : — that  awful  period  can  be 
at  no  great  didance  from  any  of  us  : — it  may  be  nearer  to 
fome  of  us  than  we  are  aware  of — - — Let  us  confider  it  as  pre¬ 
lect  ; - and  fay,  my  Fathers  and  Brethren,  were  this  the  la  ft 

day,  the  la  ft  hour,  the  laft  moment  of  life,  what  would  fupport 
us  beft  ?  what  would  yield  us  the  nioft  effectual,  confolation  - 
I  need  not  wait  for  an  anfwer  ;  every  heart  rouft  have  made 
it  already. — — The  only  triumph  of  a  dying  minifter  is  that 
which  Paul  uttered  when  the  time  of  his  departure  was  at 
hand  :  u  l  have  fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  fimfhed  rny_  courier, 
u  1  have  kept  the  faith*  Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a 
£i  crown  of  righteoufneis  which  God,  the  righteous  judge,  Hi  all 

Ci  give  me  at  that  day.” - Lie  who  can  lay  with  this  holy 

Apofile.  u  To  rnc  to  live  is  Chrift,”  he,  and  he  only,  can  with 
him  fubjoin,  “  and  to  die  is  gain.”  If  now  we  live  when  be* 
Jievers  /land  fa  ft  m  the  Lord  ;  if  to  promote  the  honour  of  our 
Mnfter,  and  the  falvation  of  our  brethren,  be  the  object  of  our 
keeneft  defires  and  moft  vigorous  purfuit,  death  can  do  us  no 
Tiarm  :  wc  may  cheerfully  look  beyond  the  grave  to  thole  pure 
regions  of  everlafting  light,  and  love,  and  joy  ;  where  ct  they 

u  that  be  wife,  lhall  fhine  as  the  brightnefs  of  the  firmament  ; 

“  and 
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“  and  they  that  turn  many  unto  right tecufnefs,  as  the  ftars  for 
ever  and  ever.”  Animated  by  thefe  hopes,  let  us  henceforth 
go  on  with  fidelity  and  zeal  in  performing  every  part  of  duty 
that  belongs  to  us  ;  and  “though  Jfrael  be  not  gathered  by 
“  our  means,  yet  fhall  we  be  glorious  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord, 
“  and  our  Gael  fhall  be  our  ftrength.”  He  who  gracioufly  ac~ 
cepteth  according  to  what  a  man  hath,  will  not  reject  “  our 
(l  labour  of  love  but  will  confefs  us  at  lad:  before  an  allem- 
bled  world  ;  and  fay  with  all  the  indulgence  of  a  kind  and  li¬ 
beral  matter,  “  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  fervants,  eater 
ye  into  the  joy  of  your  Lord.” 

Amen* 
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PROVERBS,  XV.  3. 

/  are  m  every  place ,  beholding  the  evil  cinch 

the  g  ood, 

JN  every  age  of  the  church  the  complaint  may  be  repeated* 
that,  “  all  men  have  not  faith*”  Many  who  think  they 
have  it,  are  fatally  deceived  ;  and  fhall  be  found  in  the  iiTue  to 
have  been  utterly  devoid  cf  this  gracious  principle*  True 
faith  determines  the  choice,  and  governs  the  practice  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  thing  believed.  It  is  called  “  the  evi- 
dence,”  or  demonftration,  “  of  things  not  feen.”  Let  the 
obje&s  be  ever  fo  remote,  yet  faith  brings  them  near  to  the 
mind,  and  renders  them  as  powerful  and  operative  upon  the 
affections  and  will,  as  if  they  were  both  prefent  and  vifible* 
Such  is  the  nature  and  efficacy  of  this  grace  ;  from  whence 
you  may  judge,  whether  it  be  fo  common  as  men  are  apt  to 


imagine 


The  fubjefl  of  my  text  will  afford  11s  a  flriking  illuftration 

of  this  remark* - We  have  already  profeffed  our  belief, 

and  we  have  done  it  too  with  fome  folemnity,  that  the  eyes  of 
the  Lord  are  in  this  place ,  beholding  the  evil  and  the  good • 
This  we  virtually  acknowledged  when  we  celebrated  his  praife: 
but  we  did  it  mofi  explicitly  when  we  offered  up  our  prayers 
to  him  :  for  to  what  purpole  (heuid  we  pray  to  an  abient,  or 
even  to  an  inattentive  being?  Yet  if  we  examine  ourfelves 
impartially,  and  try  our  faith  by  the  only  proper  ted,  1  fufpeft 
wc  fhnl  1  find  too  much  reafon  to  conclude,  either  that  we  do 
not  ferioufly  believe  this  doclrine,  or,  at  bed  that  our  faith  is 
very  weak  and  impeded. 

Were  God  vifibly  prefent  in  onr  affembly ; — were  the  great 
Immanuel,  God  in  out  nature,  {landing  in  the  midd  of  us  ; 
would  we  praife  him  fo  feebly,  or  pray  to  him  fo  coldly,  or 

fpeak  and  hear  fo  unfeelingly  as  we  do  ? - And  fhall  feeing, 

or  not  feeing,  make  fuch  an  odds? - Did  we  juft  now  behold 

the  objefit  of  our  v/orfhip,  would  the  mere  fhutting  our  eyes 
render  his  prefence  lets  venerable,  or  the  influence  of  it  Ids 
powerful  ? —  No,  my  brethren  our  feeing  God  could  only 
ailure  us  that  he  is  prefent ;  and  if  an  equal  affura nee  is  ob¬ 
tained  by  any  other  means,  the  influence  of  his  prefence  will 
in  either  cafe  be  the  fame*  It  is  nor  therefore  to  the  feein 
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or  not  feeing  God,  that  any  difference  in  our  temper  or  beha¬ 
viour  muft  be  imputed  ;  but  to  the  believing,  or  not  believing, 
the  reality  of  his  preience  :  from  which  we  may  juftly  infer, 
that  every  degree  ot  irreverence  in  our  minds,  and  every  un- 
dutiful  Itep  in  our  conduct,  is  a  fymptom  of  the  weaknefs  and 
imperfeftion  of  our  faith;  and,  consequently,  that  a  courfe  of 
known  fin,  or  the  habitual  indulgence  of  any  corrupt  affection, 
affords  undoubted  evidence,  that  whatever  light  we  may  have 
in  our  underftanding,  yet  we  do  not  believe  with  our  heart, 
that  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  m  every  place  ?  beholding  the  evil 
and  the  good . 

When  thefe  things  are  confidered,  it  will  appear  that  infi¬ 
delity,  in  one  degree  or  other,  is  far  more  prevalent  than  we 
are  aware  of ;  and  that,  notwithftanding  our  proieiiional  ailent 
to  the  dodtriiie  of  my  text,  yet  the  bed  of  us  have  need  to  get  our 
faith  of  this  interfiling  truth  enlivened  and  confirmed.  I  fliali 
therefore  proceed  to  lay  the  evidence  of  it  before  you,,  in  as 
plain  and  convincing  a  manner  as  I  can  ;  imploring,  in  the  en¬ 
trance,  that  powerful  blefung,  without  which  the  ftrongeft  and 
moft  perfuafive  arguments,  like  a  dart  thrown  by  a  weak  arm, 
will  either  fall  ihort  of  the  heart,  or  if  they  reach  it,  yet  ffrike 
fo  feebly,  as  to  make  po  deep  or  lading  impreffion. 

There  are  two  judges,  before  one  or  other  of  which  every 
quefiion  of  this  kind  muff  neceflarily  be  mied  ;  I  mean,  Scrip - 

*  ture  and  Reafon — - Scripture  muff  determine  thofe  who  com 

fefs  its  divine  original  ;  and  they  who  decline  the  authority  of 
this  judge,  can  appeal  to  none  other  but  that  realon  with  which 
God  had  endowed  them  •  mere  they  muff  flop,  the  caufe  can 

be  carried  no  where  e  1 1  e - If  therefore  it  (hall  appear,  that 

the  docffnne  of  God’s  universal  prefence  and  knowledge  is  flip¬ 
per  ted  both,  by  feripture  and  reafon,  the  quefiion  will  be  final¬ 
ly  decided,  and  unbelief  can  have  no  refource  but  perverfe  and 
wilful  obffinacy. 

Firf,  then.  This  doftrine  is  plainly  taught  and  repeatedly- 
aliened  in  the  facred  writings. 

d  he  teitimony  of  my  text  is  clear  and  firong  The  eyes  of 

the  Lord  are  in  every  place . - They  not  only  u  run  to  and 

fro  throughout  the  earth,”  as  is  elfewhere  exprefied  ;  which 
form  oi  ipeech  might  leave  room  to  liippofe  that  God  beholds 
things  lucceffively,  looking  fir  ft  at  one  object,  and  afterwards  at 
another  ;  but  they  are  in  every  place  at  the  fame  time.  How 
awful  are  the  words  of  Elihu  !  Lfob>  xxxiv.  21.)  “  His  eyes 
4t  are  upon  the  ways  of  man,  and  he  Teeth  ail  his  goings. 

“  There 
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There  is  no  darknefs,  nor  lhadow  of  death,  where  the  work* 
*x  ers  of  iniquity  may  hide  themfelves.” 

Nor  is  his  attention  confined  to  “  the  ways  of  man,’’  by 
which  is  commonly  meant  his  outward  behaviour  ;  he  looks 
immediately  into  his  heart  and  fees  the  inward  frame  and  ten¬ 
dency  cl  his  foul  ;  for  u  all  things  are  naked  and  opened  to 
c‘  the  eyes  of  him  with  whom  we  have  to  do,  even  the  thoughts 
tc  and  intents  of  the  heart.”  “  Man  looketh  on  the  outward 
“  appearance,”  faid  Samuel  ;  i(  but  the  Lord  looketh  on  the 
<e  heart. ”  He  needs  no  information  from  our  adions ;  he  look- 
ech  directly  on  the  heart,  out  of  which  are  the  ifTues  of  life- 
Nay,  (c  Hell  and  deflrudion  are  before  the  Lord,  how  much 
u  more  the  hearts  of  the  children  of  men  Prov.  xv.  1 1- 

Neither  do  the  Scriptures  reprefent  him  as  a  mere  fpedator, 
but  as  a  witnefs  and  judge,  who  ponders  the  thought  and  adion 
with  all  their  circumflances,  and  makes  a  juli  and  righteous 
eflimation  of  them  :  “  I  know,  and  am  a  witnefs,  faith  the 
“  Lord.”  “  The  Lord  is  a  God  of  knowledge,  and  by  him 
c<  actions  are  weighed.”  Nay,  lie  weighs  the  fpirits  :  “  All 
6t  the  ways  of  a  man  are  clean  in  his  own  eyes,  but  the  Lord 
(C  weigheth  the  fpirits  Prov*  xvi-  2-  He  as  it  were  puts 
them  into  a  balance  fo  exactly  poifed,  that  the  fmallell  grain  will 
turn  the  fcale- 

Farther,— the  Scriptures  not  only  afcribe  to  God  the  mod 
unlimited  and  unerring  knowledge,  but  they  even  render  it  ab- 
furd  to  fuppole  the  contrary  :  for  how  extenfive,  how  lpiritu- 
al  are  his  commandments  J  they  reach  to  every  part  of  our 
conduct  ;  and  not  only  dired  the  outward  life,  but  give  law  to 
the  mod  retired  thought  and  inward  affedion.  Thus  we  are 
to \<\,Prov*  xxiv.  9.)  that  <c  the  thought  of foolifhnefs  is  (in.” 
and  the  ten  commandment  forbids  to  covet  ;  hereby  giving 
life  and  fpirit  to  all  the  former  precepts  ;  and  teaching  us  as 
our  Saviour  afterwards  explained  them  in  his  fermon  upon  the 
mount,  that  they  include  the  inward  difpofltion  as  well  as  the 
outward  adion  ;  and  not  only  prohibit  external  violence,  in- 
juftice,  falfehood,  and  fenfuality  ;  but  heart-hatred,  caufelefs  or 
excellive  anger,  envy,  refemment  ;  in  Ihort,  the  firft  con¬ 
ception  of  lull:  in  the  foul,  as  weli  as  the  birth  of  the  fin ful 
deed.  And  can  any  fuppofe  that  God,  whole  wifdom  is  per- 
f’ed,  would  give  laws  to  his  creatures,  with  the  mod  awful 
peualtiesannexed  to  the  tranfgrelfion  of  them,  if  after  all,  it  be¬ 
hoved  him  to  be  ignorant,  in  many  cafes,  whether  the fe  penal¬ 
ties  weie  incurred  or  not  ?  No  furely. - The  fpirituality  of 

the  Lw  is  a  full  proof  by  itfelf,  that  the  knowledge  of  the 
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r  aweiver  mod  extend  to  our  thoughts,  no  lefs  than  to  our 
words;  and  that  the  darkeft  corners  of  the  earth  lie  open  to 
his  view,  as  much  as  the  mod  public  actions  of  the  life. 

Nay,  which  completes  this  part  of  the  evidence,  we  hud  God 
3 (finally  judging  men’s  hearts,  and  rewarding  or  punilhing 
them  according  to  their  fecret  difpofitions.  Thus  it  is  written 
of  Amazw,  (2  Chron-  xv.  2)that“  he  did  that  which  was 
“  right  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord,  but  he  did  it  not  with  a  per- 
<t  feft heart.”  David  is  applauded  for  ids  good  intention  to 
build  a  houfe  for  the  Lord,  although  he  was  not  permitted  to 
execute  his  defign  ;  “  Thou  didft  well,”  laid  God,  ‘‘  m  that 
<*  it  was  in  thine  heart.”  And  Abijah,  the  Ion  of  Jeroboam, 
obtained  an  honourable  exemption  from  that  violent  death,  and 
want  of  burial,  to  which  the  red  of  that  wicked  family  were 
doomed;  for  this  exprefs  reafon,  “  Becauje  in  him  there, was 
found  fome  o-ood  thing  toward  the  Lord  God  of  ilrael. 

1  Kings  xiv. D.g - Upon  the  whole,  then,  you  fee  how 

clearly  and  explicitly  the  Scriptures  decide  in  favour  of  this 
doch'ine,  that  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  in  every  place,  beholding 
the  evil  and  the  good.  Let  us  now  enquire  in  the 

Second  place,  What  reafon  teacheth  us  concerning  this  mat¬ 
ter.  And  here  I  lhall  argue  fiom  inch  principles  as  ah  men  are 
no-reed  in,——  Atheifts  excepted,  and  thefe  are  not  parties  to 

the  caufe  in  ifl’ue - Surely  none  of  us  will  hehtate  wac- 

knowledg.e,  that  God  is  the  Creator,  the  Preferver,  the  go¬ 
vernor,  and  the  Judge  of  the  world.  Now,  if  in  each  o!  thefe 
effential  ch, trailers  of  the  Deify,  we  lhall  find  a  Separate  proof 
of  God’s  perfect  knowledge  :  how  irref tftible  nutit  the  evidence 
be  when  they  are  all  united,  and  with  what  powerful  convic¬ 
tion  mu  ft  it  come  into  our  hearts  !—  - — — Let  us  tnen  cotiuder 
them  apart,  and  try  how  far  they  can  lead  us  in  this  important 

enquiry.  , 

in  the  fir/i  place,  I  apprehend,  that  fuch  knowledge  as  the 

Scriptures  aferibe  to  God,  will  be  found  tnieparabiy  connectfd 
with  the  tharadler  of  Creator.  Is  it  not  reafottable  to  conclude 
that  he  who  made  man,  and  endowed  him  with  the  iadiiiy  ol 
knowing,  pofTeffeth  in  bitnlelf  a  very  perlect  1;  to  w  h  uge  ?  1..  v , 
muft  we  not  conclude,  that  his  knowledge  is  as  iat  litptticu  to 
curs,  as  his  nature  is  exalted  above  ours?  Here,  jhen,  Rcaloti 
1'ads  us,  by  two  very  ealy  Heps,  to  attribute  to  Goo  an  infinite 
knowledo-e.  at  left  a  knowledge  that  we  can  no  more  limit  than- 
ue  can  do  the  Divine  Nature  it  1  elf . 

The  infpired  author  of  the  ^ith  piauu  adtlrefled  this  aigvi- 
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ment  to  the  infidels  in  his  day,  who  fcofnogly  faid,  cc  The  L6rd 

lx  il<  not  fee,  neither  fnail  the  God  of  Jacob  regard  it* - - 

Unu^i llano,  ye  brutilh  among  the  people  :  and  ye  fools, 
**  w^en  wid  you  be  wife  ?  He  that  planted  the  ear*  fhall  he 
te  llcit  hear  ?  he  that  formed  the  eye,  fhall  he  not  fee  ?  he  that 
teacnetn  man  knowledge,  fhall  not  he  know  ??? 

- -  *-°  rhe  fame  pur  pole  Ifaiah  fpeaks,  ( Ifaiak ,  xxix.  15, 

6‘  1 6* )  Wo  unto  them  that  leek  deep  to  hide  their  ccunfel 
from  the  Lord,  and  their  works  are  in  the  dark  ;  and  they 
iC  fay,  who  feeth  us,  and  who  knoweth  us  ?  Surely  your  turn¬ 
ing  of  things  upfxde  down  fhall  be  efleemed  as  tb.e  potters 
clay  :  for  fhall  the  work  fay  of  him  that  made  it*  He  made 
me  not  ?  or  fhall  the  thing  framed  fay  of  him  that  framed  it, 
He  had  no  underftanding  ?’?  In  both  thefe  paffagesthe  omni- 
icience  of  God  is  rationally  deduced  from  thefe  obvious  dictates 
of  natural  religion  ;  that  we  are  the  creatures  of  God, — and 
that  we  derive  from  him  all  the  faculties  we  poffefs  :  And  the 
■conclusion  appears  fo juft  and  neceflary,  that  no  objection  occurs 
to  me  by  which  the  force  of  it  can  be  evaded.  But  this  argu¬ 
ment  acquire*  an  additional  ftrengthwhen  we  confider  in  the 
2rl  place,  That  he  is  not  only  our  Creator,  bin  like  wife  our 
Preferver;  for  u  in  him  we  live,  and  move.”  The  fame 
power  that  brought  Us  into  being,  is  continually  exercifed  in 
fupporting  our  being  ;  nor  can  we  live  independent  of  GeJ  for 

one  moment.  Try  your  ftrenoth  in  the  ealieft  matters  : - — , . 

try  it  you  can  u  make  one  hair  white  or  black  :5?  and  when 
You  have  found  yourfelves  unable  for  that  which  is  leafr,  let  this 
convince  you,  that  you  are  far  !efs  able  to  do  fo  great  a  thing 
as  to  fupport  and  prolong  life  itfelf. 

Is  the  ability  to  move  at  all  then,  conftantly  derived  front 
God  ;  and  can  any  man  dream,  that  God  hath  given  him  power 
to  remove  to  fuch  a  diftance,  that  his  own  eye  cannot  reach 
him  ?  Doth  he  enable  us  to  think,  and  fhall  we  exclude  hint 
from  the  knowledge  of  thefe  thoughts,  which  we  have  no  power 
to  form,  but  what  we  receive  from  him  ?  the  abiurdity  is  fo 
glaring,  that  Rcafoh  muft  at  once  rejed  it  with  difdain. 

$ ]dly>  Unlels  the  eyes  of  the  Lird  were  in  every  place ,  how 
could  he  execute  what  belongs  to  the  Governor  of  the  world? 
Can  he  order  things  aright  which  he  doth  not  fee  ?  Or  muft 
his  work  lie  unfinif'hedin  one  part  of  his  dominions,  till  he  hath 
gone  to  perfect  it  in  another  ?  Or  fhall  he  carry  it  on  by  dele¬ 
gates,  as  weak  and  finite  creatures  are  obliged  to  do  ?  It  were 
biafphemy  to  think  fo.  With  infinite  eafe  doth  he  govern  the 
world  he  hath  made  :  and  as  he  created  all  things  in  number, 

weight. 
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Weight,  and  meaftire,  fo  he  difbefVth  all  things  according  to 
the  rules,  of  the  in  oil  perfeCt  Wifdorn,  j  u  (1  ice,  and  goodnefs- 
And  whatever  objections  may  arife  from  a  partial  view  of  bis  ad- 
miniftration,  fo  that  in  fo  me  cafes  we  may  be  tempted  to  fay  in 
our  hearts,  “  How  doth  God  know,  and  is  there  knowledge  in 
“  the  Mod  High  ?’*  yet  Reafon  teacheth  us  in  general  that  the 
Lord  reigneth,  who  is  wife  in  heart,  and  mighty  in  drength  ; 
and  that  when  clouds  and  darknefs  are  round  about  him,  riohte- 
oufnefs  and  judgment  are  the  irabitation  of  his  throne.  But 
this  could  not  be  without  the  molt  certain  and  unlimited  know¬ 
ledge  of  all  his  creatures,  at  ail  times,  and  in  every  place  amt 
condition.  How  ftiould  he  conduct:  this  great  family,  which 
conftantly  hangs  Upon  him,  without  the  moft  intimate  aqnaint- 
ance  with  every  individual  >  And  how  ftrong  mud  our  convic¬ 
tion  of  this  truth  be,  when  we  confider,  that  his  providence 
extends  to  the  minuted  things  ?  that  “  the  very  hairs  of  our 
“  head  are  numbered  that  “  a  fparrow  doth  not  fall  to  the 
“  ground  without  him  and  that  when  the  lot  is  call  into 
the  lap,  the  whole  difpofirig  thereof  is  of  the  Lord. 

’  But  the  4  tii,  and  mod  ftr  iking  argument  for  the  truth  of  this 
doCtrine  arifes  from  this  principle,  which  fober  Reafon  hath  al¬ 
ways  admitted,  I  hat  Gj^ti  is  the  judge  of  the  world  : 

for  as  he  is  to  decide  the  final  date  of  men,  and  diftribute  re¬ 
wards  and  pu  ni  Hi  merits  according  to  the  ftr  Hied  equity,  fo  that 
every  mouth  fhali  be  flopped,  and  none  lhall  be  able  to  charge 
him  with  rigour  or  undue  leveriry,  the  trial  mud  he  fair  and 
open,  ancl.the  proof  abfolutely  clear,  upon  which  afentence/  fo 
eflentially  connected  with  the  honour  of  the  Judge  is  to  be 
founded.  But  how  ill  all  this  proof  be  obtained  ?  (ball  men 

he  adduced  as  witneffes  again  ft  each  other  ? - This  fcbteme 

is  encumbered  with  two  objections;  neither  of  which,  I  think 
can  be  eafiiy  removed.  If  all  are  guilty  would  there  not  be 
ground  to  fufpeCt,  that  every  one’s  privs  e  intereft  might 
bring  them  to  a  general  combination  and  agreement  to  con¬ 
ceal  each  others  faults  t  Or,  if  feme  are  innocent,  which 
for  once  we  fhali  fuppofe,  yet  even  thefe  may,  or  rather  mud, 
be  ignorant  of  many  things  :  they  can  attedno  more  than  they 
have  feen  ;  and  their  teftimony,  at  the  utrnoft,  can  only  relate 
to  outward  aCfcions  ;  the  temper  with  which  they  are  done 
and  the  principles  from  whence  they  flow,  are  bevond  their 
knowledge  ;  fo  that  no  judgment  can  pais  upon  the  heair  ia 

confequence  of  any  human  evidence _ Where  then  fhali 

we  go  next  ?  Perhaps  you  will  fay  that  every  man’s  own  con¬ 
fidence  fhali  vvitnefs  2gainft  him  in  that  day.  "  But  what  fhould 
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oblige  conference  to  do  this  ?  will  mere  authority  compel  a 
man  to  become  his  own  accuter,  when  he  knows  that  no  other 
evidence  can  be  brought  againft  him  ?  This,  I  think,  is  har¬ 
der  to  be  believed  than  any  thing.  In  fhort,  l  lee  no  way  by 
which  we  can  extricate  ourfelves  from  thefe  preffing  difficulties, 
but  by  afcribing  to  God  that  prefect  and  univerfal  knowledge, 
which  my  text,  and  fundry  other  fcript ures  attribute  to 
him*  Reafon  muft  have  recourfe  to  this  at  lait,  or  deny  that 
God  fhall  judge  the  world.  It  is  his  omnilcience  that  fupplies 
the  room  of  foreign  witneffes,  or  makes  their  teftimony  valid  ; 

it  is  his  omnifcience  that  overawes  confcience,  and  conftrains 

(  '  # 

it  to  be  faithful  :  he  alone  can  tell  a  man  what  is  in  his  heart, 
fo  that  he  dare  not  refufe  the  charge  :  and  it  is  this  infallible 
teftimony  of  the  Judge  himfelf,  who  leans  alL  actions,  who 
weighs  all  thoughts,  whole  right  hand  doth  ever  hold  us,  and 
whofe  eye  is  conflantly  upon  us,  that  will  flop  every  mouth 
in  the  great  day  of  decision,  and  convince  the  whole  world, 
that  his  judgment  is  true  and  righteous. 

Thus  have  I  endeavoured  to  eflablifh  your  faith  of  this  im¬ 
portant  truth,  that  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  art  in  every  place , 

beholding  the  evil  and  the  good. - I  have  argued  the  caufe 

at  the  bar  of  Reafon  ;  and  have^fhewed  you  the  intimate  con¬ 
nexion  of  this  do&rine  with  the  moll  acknowledged  diXatesof 
natural  religion,  to  wit,  I  hat  God  is  the  Creator,  the  Pre¬ 
server,  the  Governor,  and  the  Judge  of  the  world.  — It  is 
poflible  that  fome  may  afk,  Why  bellow  fo  much  time  and 
labour  in  proving  a  point  which  nobody  is  difpofed  to  deny  ? 

Let  this  be  my  apology: - 1  cannot  recollect  the  time 

when  I  ferioufly  queltioned  the  truth  of  this  doXrine  ;  but  I 
can  well  remember  a  time,  when  it  had  no  more  influence  up¬ 
on  my  own  foul,  than  if  I  had  been  lure  it  was  falfe  ;  And  if 
your  belief  be  of  the  fame  kind,  as  I  fear  with  too  many  it  is, 
i>e  allured  you  have  heard  no  more  than  was  needful ;  nay,  if  an 
infinitely  greater  Teacher  do  not  preach  the  liibjeX  over  again 
ro  your  hearts  with  power,  your  prefect  belief  fhnll  only 
heighten  your  guilt  ;  and  the  fewer  your  doubts  are,  the  great¬ 
er  (hall  your  condemnation  be.  If  your  hearts  do  not  feel 
the  con  ft  ant  prefence  of  God,  your  verbal  acknowledgments 
and  fpeculative  belief  of  it,  fhall  only  render  your  cafe  fome- 
thing  worfe  than  the  infidels.  Satan  can  fpare  this  tribute  to 
God  :  fo  long  as  your  faith  dwells  in  the  brain,  or  in  the 
ton p* tie,  he  doth  not  grudge  you  the  poflcfhon  of  it  ?  cind  if 
what  you  have  been  hearing  fink  no  deeper,  I  fhail  readily 

admit  that  you  have  heard  too  much.  In  that  cale,  I  have 
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no  doubt  loft  my  labour,  whether  it  hath  been  acceptable  or 
not.  But  1  Hi  a  1 1  not  clofe  the  fubject  till  I  have  pointed  out 
the  practical  ule  we  ought  to  make  ol  it. 

And,  1 fi9  Let  us  take  occasion  from  this  do&rine,  to  ad¬ 
mire,  with  humble  gratitude,  the  long- fullering  patience  and 
tender  coaipaffions  of  our  God.  Is  he  the  immediate  witnds 
of  all  our  tins?  doth  he  lee  the  rebellious  thought  ri finer  in 
our  minds,  and  doth  he  ftill  look  on,  and  lpare,  till  it  be  fully 
formed  and  executed  ?  How  incomprehenfible  then  inn  ft  lms 
patience  be  i  We  find  it  no  eafy  matter  to  forgive  our  fellow- 
men,  even  when  they  are  penitent  ;  with  what  difficulty  do 
we  l'upprelsour  refentment,  though  the  injury  hath  been  com¬ 
mitted  at  a  great  diftance  of  time,  and  our  offending  brother 
himfelf  was  perhaps  the  firft  who  informed  us  of'  it,  by  a  free 
and  forrowful  confeflion  ?  What  then  can  we  think  of  the  di¬ 
vine  mercy  and  forbearance  ?  It  were  much  in  God  to  forgive 
the  tranfgreffions  of  fuch  creatures  as  we  are,  though  he  had 
not  feen  them  done,  and  knew  nothing  about  them,  till  he 
heard  them  from  ourfelves,  in  penitent  confeiiions,  and  petitions 
for  pardon  :  but  to  bear  with  us  till  lult  hath  conceived  and 
bronoht  forth  ;  to  fee  the  whole  progrefs  of  the  mind,  its 
plots  and  contrivances,  till  the  wicked  deed  be  done  ;  to  be¬ 
hold  the  heart  full  of  enmity,  without  one  relenting  thought ; 
to  fpare  a  creature  thus  determined  to  affront  him,  when  by 
one  word  he  could  difarm  it  cf  all  its  power  ,  and  render 
completely  miferable  !  it  is  this  which  fets  the  patience  of 
God  above  all  human,  above  all  created  underftandirig.  0.1 
my  brethren,  think  of  this — Should  an  earthly  prince  behold 
one  of  his  fubjefts,  who  lived  within  his  palace,  and  was  fup- 
portecl  by  his  bounty,  treasonably  confpiring  againft  him  with 
bis  moft  inveterate  enemies  :  fhould  he,  mftead  of  treating  him 
with  the  fe verity  he  deferved,  condefcend  to  expoftulate  with 
him  ;  and,  in  the  moft  affectionate  manner,  intreat  him  to  con- 
fult  his  own  fafety  by  returning  to  his  duty,  and  not  to  wreft 
a  punifhment  from  him  which  he  was  unwilling  to  inflict ;  what 
do  you  think  would  be  the  ftate  of  the  traitor’s  nnnd  in  fuch 
circumltanc.es  as  thefe  P  how  would  it  confound  him  to  know, 
that  his  much  injured  fovereign  had  all  along  been  privy  to  his 
bafenefs,  but  like  the  moft  tender  father,  inftead  of  puniihing, 

had  only  pitied  his  folly  ? - -We  may  partly  conceive  this, 

but  are  unable  to  exprefs  it. - The  moft  artful  ddeription 

could  give  bat  a  faint  1  eprefentation  of  the  various  feel¬ 
ings  of  an  ingenuous  heart,  upon  luch  an  aide  ft:  ng  occafion- 
And  fliall  not  the  tender  mercy  of  our  God  have  the  fame  in- 
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uPon  ‘  '  neither  wants  power  to  inflict,  nor  provoca- 
l.o.i  to  jultify,  tne  levered  pumlhment  our  natures  are  capable 

oj  enduring. - What  lhali  we  fay  then?-- — He  is  God, 

a.id  not  man  ;  and  therefore  it  is  that  we  are  not  confumed. 
G  iet  his  patience,  to  which  we  are  fo  infinitely  indebted, 
work  upon  our  ingenuity,  that  we  may  not  unworthily  burden 
it  any  more  !  and  particularly  let  us  watch  over  our  hearts  at 
tuis  time,'  when  the  fubjeft  we  are  upon  neceffarily  obliges  us 
to  fet  the  Lord  more  immediately  belore  as  the  witnels  and 
judge  of  our  prelem  temper  and  conduct  ;  for  furely  his  eyes 
are  m  this  p/ace,  beholding  the  evil  and  the  good 

idly,  1  his  doctrine  hath  an  obvious  tendency  to  cherifh  fim- 
plicity  and  godly  fincerity,  and  to  banifn  all  diflimulation 
2nd  artifice  from  our  hearts.  He  who  reaiiz,eth  the  divine 
pretence,  will  not  dare  to  be  an  hypocrite  ;  for  he  knows  that 
his  triumphing  can  be  but  fhort,  and  bis  joy  only  for  a  mo¬ 
ment.  Man  he  may  deceive,  who  fees  no  farther  than  the 
outfide  j  but  he  cannot  deceive  God,  vchoje  eyts  are  iu  every 
place  ;  “  who  iearcheth  the  hearts,  and  trietli  the  reins  of 
“  the  children  of  men. 75  And  to  what  purpofe  fhouit}  belabour 
for  the  applanfe  of  poor  dying  creatures,  if  he  expofe  himfelf 
to  the  contempt  and  abhorrence  of  that  infinite  Being,  upon 
whom  he  necefiariiy  depends  for  life  and  breath,  and  all 
things  ?  efpeciaily  when  he  confiders,  that  the  mafk  he  now 
wears  ihall  ere  long  be  pulled  off.  and  his  real  character  ex- 
pofeu  to  the  view  of  an  alfembled  world,  in  that  day,  “  when 
the  hidden  works  of  darknefs  fhall  be  brought  to  light  ;  and 
“  every  one  receive  according  to  what  he  hath  done,  whether 
“  it  be  good  or  bad  ?”  1'his 'motive  to  fincerity  is  plain,  and 
obvious  to  the  weukeft  underltanding.  Formality,  or  mere 
outward  religioulnefs,  muff  appear  a  vain  unprofitable  thing  to. 
the  man  who  believes  the  doctrine  of  my  text  :  for  what  can 
it  avail  him  to  be  well  thought  of  by  a  few  during  the  fhort 
time  of  his  abode  on  this  earth,  if  at  lrdt  he  Ihall  become  the 
ob  jeCt  of  everlaltiug  contempt  ;  not  to  tiiofe  few  only,  but  to 
all  that  ever  did  or  fhall  exiit,  u  till  the  mighty  angel,  letting 
“  his  rgiiit  foot  upon  the  fea,  and  his  left  foot  on  the  earth, 
ic  (hull  lift  up  his  hand  to  heaven,  and  fwear  by  him  that  lived* 
for  ever  and  ever,  That  time  (hall  be  no  more*’’ 

3 dly>  This  dodtrine  affords  abundant  matter  of  comfort  and 
joy  to  the  truly  godly.  Gmnifcience  is  the  attribute  of  their 
father  and  their  friend  ;  his  eyes  are  continually  upon  theta 
for  good  ;  he  knows  every  thing  that  befals  them,  and  is  per¬ 
fectly  acquainted,  both  with  their  wants,  t\nd  with  thole  fup* 
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plies  which  are  proper  and  neceffary  for  them.  This  qualifies 
him  to  be  the  object  of  their  trull  and  confidence  ;  upon  him 
they  may  quietly  and  cheerfully  rely,  who  is  never  far  from 
any  one  of  them,  and  whole  eyes  “  run  to  and  fro  throughout 
“  the  whole  earth,  to  Ihew  himfelf  ftrong  in  behalf  of  thole 
“  whole  hearts  are  perfect  towards  him. 

But  the  omnifcience  of  God  is  Hill  more  comfortable  upon 
other  accounts.  What  a  Hay  and  lupport  did  it  prove  to  Pe¬ 
ter,  when  our  Lord  faid  unto  him  the  third  time  (John  xxi. 
17.)  (e  Simon,  fon  of  Jonas,  loved  thou  me  ?'*  i  es,  Lord,  laid 
he,  I  love  thee* — I  confefs  indeed  the  bafenefs  and  treachery  of 
my  late  conduct ;  yet  Hill  I  do,  and  mud  proteH,  that  1  love 

thee _ It  is  true  that  I  forfook  thee,  and  impioufiy  denied 

thee ;  and  wert  thou  not  the  all-wife  $uod,  as  well  as  my  com* 
pallionate  Saviour,  this  reiterated  quel-lion  would  dr  ike  me 
dumb,  and  drive  ine  from  thy  prefence  ;  lor  how  could  I  pre¬ 
tend  to  love  thee,  or  hope  to  be  credited,  after  fuch  balenels 
and  perfidy  ?  But  this  is  my  refuge  : — u  Thou,  Lord,  knowell 

all  things.’* - Thou  canit  look  into  my  heart,  and  fee  thyfeif 

enthroned  there  ;  and  therefore,  notwiiliflanclmg  the  juit  caufe 
I  have  given  to  all  the  world  befides,  to  iufpect  the  fincerity  of 
my  prelent  profeffion,  yet  I  humbly  dare  appeal  to  thy  unlimit¬ 
ed  knowledge  1  Ihou,  Lord,  who  knowell  all  tilings,  know-. 
“  ed  that  1  love  thee.”  This  is  (till  the  lupport  of  upright 
fouls.  As  perfection  is  not  the  attainment  of  our  prelent  Hate, 
the  deareft  of  Goa’s  children  are  too  often  carried  away  by  the 
force  of  temptation  ;  infomuch  that,  had  they  to  do  with  a  man 
like  themfelves,  they  might  defpair  of  being  able  to  convince 
him  that  they  loved  him.  But  the  fincere  penitent,  confcious 
of  that  affection  which  glows  within  his  bread,  can  with  tears, 
make  his  appeal  to  God  himfelf,  and  hope  to  be  believed,  be- 
caufe  he  to  whom  he  appeals,  needs  no  other  proof  or  evidence 
to  convince  him,  than  his  own  immediate  and  unerring  know¬ 
ledge. 

Once  more,  what  hope  and  joy  muH  fpring  up  m  the  foul  in 
its  fecrct  addreffes  to  God,  when  it  remembers  that  his  eyes  ai  e 
in  every  pLye  J — He  to  whom  we  pray,  nnderdandeth  our  ve¬ 
ry  thoughts  afar  off.  “  Lord,’*  faid  the  Plainnh,  u  all  my  rfe- 
44  fire  is  before  thee,  and  my  groaning  is  not  hid  from  thee.” 
A  groan,  a  figh,  cannot  efcape  his  notice  :  nay  “  he  puts  our 
4‘  tears  into  a  bottle,  and  a  book  of  remembrance  is  written  be- 
“  fore  him,  for  them  that  think  upon  his  name.” 

Though  words  be  a  tribute  due  to  God,  yet  he  doth  not  need 

the  information  of  language  ;  “  for  when  we  know  not  what 
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€c  we  fhould  pray  for  as  we  ought,  the  Spirit  itfelf  helpeth  our' 
11  infirmities,  making  intercellion  for  ui  with  groanings  which 
<{  cannot  be  uttered.  And  he  that  fearcheth  the  hearts,  know- 
u  eth  what  is  the  mind  of  the  Spirit,  becatife  he  niaketh  inters 
“  ceffion  for  the  faints  according  to  the  will  of  God,”  Rom . 
viii.  26,  27.  When  the  humble  fupplicant,  like  a  difeafed  La¬ 
zarus,  can  do  little  more  than  lay  hhnfelf  down  at  the  door  of 
mercy,  unable  to  pronounce  one  articulate  word  ;  when,  like 
the  publican  in  the  parable,  he  can  only  finite  upon  his  bread, 
to  point  at  the  place  where  the  diftemper  lies  ;  the  Holy  Spirit 
puts  language  into  thefe  actions,  which  God  perfectly  under- 
ilands,  and  gracioufiy  accepts  ;  'becaufe  his  eyes  are  in  every 
place ,  beholding  the  evil  and  {be  good . 

4 tbly,  This  doctrine  is  no  lefs  awful  to  the  wicked  than  it' 
is  comfortable  to  the  fmcere  and  good.  Where-ever  they  are, 
whatever  they  do,  God  fees  and  obferves  them.  Men  are  fre¬ 
quently  induced  to  commit  fin  by  the  hope  of  concealment  : 
“  The  eye  of  the  adulterer  waite  th  for  the  twilight  ;  faying, 
cc  No  eye  lhall  fee  me  ;  and  difguifeth  his  face.”  But  this 
text  discovers  the  folly  of  fuch  hopes  :  the  Judge  himfelf  be¬ 
holds  and  knows  them  :  for  “  there  is  no  darknels  nor  lhadow 
4‘  of  death  where  the  workers  of  iniquity  can  hide  themfelves 
**  from  him.”  O  finners,  think  of  this  :  None  of  your  ways 
are  hid  from  the  Lord  :  He  not  only  only  knows  what  you  do, 
but  he  alfo  knows  what  oppofition  and  reftraint  you  overcome 
in  doing  it.  You  may  feign  excufes  to  your  neighbours,  you 
may  plead  the  violence  of  temptation,  the  want  of  recollection, 
or  the  (Length  of  pallion  ;  and  by  thefe  alleviations  extenuate 
your  guilt,  and  put  fome  fort  of  colour  upon  your  conduct  :  but 
God  fees  through  all  thefe  thin  dilguifes  ;  he  hath  heard  every 
whifpering  of  confcience  within  thee;  and  the  complaints  of 
this  oppreffed  fubdued  deputy  are  all  recorded  againil  thee — - 
Brethren,  this  is  a  mod  alarming  conlideration  :  may  God  im- 
prefs  it  upon  our  hearts,  and  give  h  that  power  and  influence 
which  it  ought  to  have  !  This  would  humble  us  to  purpofe, 
and  make  us  to  loath  ourlelvcs  in  our  own  fight,  becaufe  of  our 
abominations. 

Surely  the  heart  of  man  is  with  good  reafon  faid  to  be  “de~ 
“  ceitful  above  all  things,  and  defperately  wicked.”  We  are 
flattening  to  the  tribunal  of  that  Judge,  whole  eye  hath  been 
conttantly  upon  us,  and  from  whole  fentence  there  lies  no  ap- 

•Si  '  ,  . 

peal.  No  craft  or  policy  can  evade  his  juitice,  neither  can  any 
power  deliver  out  of  his  hands  :  yet  we  live  as  if  we  had  no 

witnefs,  no  Judge.  n@r  any  caule  of  importance  to  be  tried. - - 

God 


S  £  R. 


M  0  N  II. 


2  3 


God  hath  allured  us  in  his  word,  that  “  death  is  tliC  wa^es  oi 
“  fin  f  Keafon  condemns  it  ;  Confidence  either  remonitra-es 

againft  it,  or  rebukes  us  for  it  : - yet,  in  defiance  of  hu  ihefe, 

we  hug  it  in  our  bofom,  and  refufe  ro  let  it  go. 

This  is  fuch  perverfi,  Inch  unaccountable  folly,  that  were 
not  the  whole  earth  a  bedlam,  in  which  aii  have  a  tindlure  ot 
the  fame  difeafe,  it  would  be  regarded  with  equal  iurprize  and 
horror.  One  of  the  molt  probable  means  for  reftoring  men  io 
their  right  fenfes,  is  the  ferious  belief  of  this  important  doc¬ 
trine,  that  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  in  every  place ,  beholding  the 
evil  and  the  good-  Which  leads  me  to  obferve,  in  the 

eth  and  lajl  place,  That  an  habitual  im predion  of  the  di¬ 
vine  prefence  would  prove  at  once  an  effectual  redraint  from 
all  manner  of  tin,  and  the  mod  powerful  incitement  to  every 
part  of  our  duty. 

This  would  deter  us  even  from  the  mod  fecret  fins,  and  in¬ 
fluence  us  as  much  in  our  clofeft  retirement,  as  when  we'  act  in 
the  public  view  of  the  world.  Had  we  no  other  fpeciators 
than  men,  it  might  be  fufficient  to  maintain  a  fair  outfide,  be- 
caule  that  only  fails  under  their  obfervadon  :  but  there  is  no 
covering  fo  thick  as  to  hide  us  from  Grod  ;  the  mod  fecret  de¬ 
viation  of  the  heart  is  fubject  to  his  cognizance,  as  much  as  the 
mod  open  tranfgredion  of  the  life  •  and  1ms  committed  in  the 
deeped  (hades  of  darknefs,  are  as  perfectly  known  to  him,  as 
thofe  committed  in  the  cleared  noon  day  None  of  the  iprings 
from  whence  they  proceed  can  efcape  bis  notice,  nor  the  tem¬ 
per  of  mind  with  which  they  are  done  ;  which  give  the  trued 
light  into  their  nature,  and  determine  the  precife  degree  of 
their  malignity.  What  realon,  then,  have  we  to  keep  our 
hearts,  as  well  as  our  lives,  with  all  diligence,  and  to  dread  a 
fin  in  privacy,  no  le Is  than  when  we  know  that  many  eyes  are 
upon  us  \ 

With  refpetd  again  to  the  practice  of  our  duty,  the  influence 
of  a  realizing  faith  of  the  divine  omnifcience  is  fo  apparent, 
that  it  needs  no  illudration.  “  I  have  kept  thy  datutes  and 
“  thy  tedimonies,”  faid  David  ;  u  for  all  rny  ways  are  beiore 
“  thee.”  Were  God  habitually  prefent  to  our  minds,  we 
fliould  think  nothing  too  much  to  be  done,  or  too  hard  to  be 
endured,  in  bis  lervice*  A  holy  ambition  to  approve  ourfelves 
to  him,  by  whofe  final  fentence  we  mud  dand  or  fall,  would 
render  us  fuperior  to  every  trial,  and  carry  us  forward  in  the 
way  of  his  commandments  with  increafing  vigour  and  alacrity  : 
we  fhould  never  “  think  that  we  had  already  attained,  either 
“  were  already  perfect  :  but  forgetting  the  things  which  are 

“  behind, 
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belli  no,  ana  reaching  forth  to  thole  things  which  are  Before  ?- 
“  we  lhould  prels  towards  the  mark  for  the  prize  of  the  bGB 
“  calling  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus.”  6 

Upon  the  whole,  then,  let  us  earneftly  pray  God,  that  he  by 
his  grace  may  flrengthen  cur  faith  of  this  important  truth,  that 
the  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  in  every  place ,  beholding  the  evil  and 
the  good  :  and  enable  us  fo  to  let  him  before  us  during  all  the 
days  of  our  pilgrimage  on  earth,  that  hereafter  we  may  be  ad- 
mined  into  his  immediate  prefence  ;  where,  in  the  happy  foci- 
ety  of  angels  and  faints,  we  ihall  enjoy  the  unclouded  light  of 
his  countenance  without  interruption  and  without  end. 

Amen* 
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Psalm  xix.  33* 


Keep  back  thy  fervant  alfo  from  pref am  bilious  fins* 


EMOR.ABLE  is  that  faying  of  the  Apoftle  Paul,  “  I 
“  had  not  known  fin  but  by  the  law.”  We  can  never 
judge  aright  of  our  temper  and  pra&ice,  till  we  prove  them  by 
this  unerring  rul?.  Many  objects  appear  to  have  a  llrong  re¬ 
semblance  while  we  view  them  apart,  and  at  a  diftance  from 
each  other  ;  which,  in  almoft  every  feature  are  found  to  difa- 
gree  when  they  are  biopght  together  and  examined  with  accu¬ 
racy-  Thus  there  is  a  feeming  conformity  to  the  divine  law,  an 
imacre  offan&ity  which  very  often  pafleth  for  real  holinefs,  and 
leads  men  u  to  think  of  themfelves  more  highly  than  they  ought 
«  to  think-”  Paul  “  was  alive  without  the  lave  once  ;  but 
«  when  the  commandment  came,  fin  revived,  and  he  died.’7 
So  loner  as  he  knew  only  the  letter  of  the  law,  and  was  a  ftrang- 
er  to  its  fpiritual  meaning  and  juft  extent,  he  imagined  that 
his  prayers,  his  fallings,  and  his  alms,  accompanied  with  feme 
pieces  of  bodilv  exercife,  and  an  abftinence  from  the  g roller  ads 
of  fin,  were  fufScier.t  to  recommend  him  to  the  fncndfhip  of 
God,  and  would  certainly  intitle  him  to  the  joys  of  immortality  : 
but  u  when  the  commandment  came”  in  its  native  purity,  and 
entered  into  his  heart  with  light  and  power,  he  loon  difeovered 
his  miftake,  and  was  convinced,  that  his  leeming  virtues  were 
no  more  in  reality  than  “dead  works  his  pjiarftaical  ngh- 
teoufnefs  a  mere  painted  outftde,  the  delutive  picture  or  a  form 
“  of  godlinefs.” 

In  like  manner,  the  author  of  this  pfalm,  after  a  devout  con¬ 
templation  of  the  divine  law  (which  he  had  magnified  in  the 
foregoing  verfes,  by  a  juft  and  animated  detail  of  its  amiable 
properties  and  falutary  eftefts)  turning  his  eyes  inward,  is  ft  ruck 
with  a  fenfe  of  his  own  guilt  and  pollution  :  “  1 V  h  o/'  faith  lie, 

*e  can  underftand  his  errors  - Many  indeed,  too  many, 

alas!  I  can  foon  recoil-eft  ;  for  every  period  of  my  life  hath 
been  ftained  with  fin  :  but  befides  all  thefe,  I  now  perceive, 
that  in  numberlefs  inftances,  unabferved  or  forgotten,  1  muft 
have  deviated  from  fo  perfect  a  rule — Upon  this  he  hippiftates 
the  mercy  of  God,  and  implores  the  fgrgivencds  or  ftioie  “  cr- 
Vol.  I.  '  D  ~  “  rov,yf 
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a  rors”  or  infirmities,  which  had  either  efcaped  his  notice,  or 
dropped  out  of  his  remembrance  :  °  Cleanfe  thou  me  from  le- 

tC  cret  faults  4<  fecret,”  not  only  with  refpedt  toothers,  bur 
to  myfelf  alfo  *  hid  from  mine  own  eyes,  as  well  as  from  the 
eyes  of  my  fellow-men*  And  under  this  awful  imprelhon  of 
the  polluting  nature  even  of  hisunobferved  and  “  fecret  faults, ” 
he  views  with  horror  the  more  aggravated  guilt  of  known  and 
wilful  fins  ;  and  prays  with  redoubled  earneftnefs,  in  the  words 
of  my  text,  that  it  might  pleafe  God  to  reftrain  or  keep  him 
back  from  tliefe  :—Keep  back  thy  fervant  alfo  from  prefump - 
tuous  Jins* 

What  thefe  fns  are. — and  how  much  it  concerneth  us  all  to 
avoid  them, — 1  fhall  endeavour  to  fhew  in  the  fequel  of  this 
difcourfe  : — And  as  my  text  is  a  prayer,  1  ihall  conclude  with 
fome  directions  for  the  help  of  t  nofe  who  are  willing  to  make 
it  their  own  prayer,  and  wilh  to  offer  it  up  with  acceptance  and 
iuccefs. 


By  prefumptuous  fins  we  are  to  underftand  fome  thing  dif¬ 
ferent  from  thofe  urj avoidable  tailings,  on  account  of  which  it 
is  laid,  that  “  there  is  not  a  juft  man  upon  earth,  who  doeth 
“  good,  and  finnetii  not.”  Perfection  in  holinefs  is  not  the  at¬ 
tainment  of  our  prefent  lhte  :  the  beft  offend  in  many  things  ; 
and  44  if  we  fay  we  have  no  fin  we  deceive  ourfelves,  and  the 
44  truth  is  not  in  us*”  , 

There  are  fome  fins  done  through  ignorance  ;  and  this  cir- 
cumftance,  how  great  foever  the  offence  may  be  in  its  own  na¬ 
ture,  doth  certainly  render  the  cafe  of  the  offender  more  pitia¬ 
ble.  '  We  find  “  the  Apoftle  and  High-prreft  of  our  profeffion, 
“  Chrift  Jefus,”  pleading  this  argument  for  mercy  to  his  mur¬ 
derers  :  “  Father  forgive  them  ;  for  they  know  not  what,  they 
<c  do.”  St.  44  Paul  obtained  mercy,  who  was  before  a  blaf- 

phemer,  a  perfecutor,  and  injurious,  becaufe  he  did  it  igno- 
< <  rantly.”  And  the  Judge  himlelfhath  alfurcd  us,  ^  Luke  xii. 
/}8*)  that  iC  the  fervant  who  knew  not  his  lord  s  will,  and  dia 
“  commit  things  worthy  of  ftripes,  fhall  b.e  beaten  with  tcw 


“  ftripes.”  .  .  .  r  , , 

There  are  other  fins,  into  which  men  are  huiried  by  luddeu 

and  violent  temptations,  which  the  Apoftle,  writing  to  the  Ga¬ 
latians,  calls  “  being  overtaken  in  a  fault,”  Gal  at .  vi.  i.  out¬ 
witted,  as  it  were  and  taken  by  f  ur  p  rife.  In  this  cafe^  he  ex¬ 
horts  the  brethren  u  to  reftore  Inch  an  one  in  the  Ipuit  o[ 
u  meeknefs  and  the  argument  he  ufeth  is  very  lemar^abic 

44  confidering  tbyfelf.  left  thou  alfo  be  tempted.”  It  farther 

°  > ..  f  .  dderve  * 


• 


„  .  »  Si  V>  . 

[ 


SERMON  III. 


deferves  our  notice,  that  the  perfons  to  whom  the  exhortation 
is  add  ceiled,  are  fuppofed  to  be  “  fpiritual  yet  even  to  thefe 
lie  recommends  compaffion  and  tendernefs,  becauie  the  violence 
of  the  temptation  might  in  like  circumftances  have  overcome 

themfelves. - <f  Men  do  not  dcfpife  a  thief/’  faid  the  wife 

kino-  of  Ilrael,  “  if  he  deal  to  fatisfy  his  foal  when  he  is  hun- 
“  gry.”  In  efiimating  the  different  degrees  of  guilt,  regard 
jnuft  always  be  had  to  the  nature  of  the  temptation  ;  for  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  ffrength  ol  that,  the  pride  or  perverfenefs  of  the 
firmer  is  proportionally  diminifhed  ;  efpecially  if  it  appear  that 
he  did  not  go  forth  to  meet  the  temptation,  but  was  really  over¬ 
taken  by  it,  in  the  proper  fenfe  of  that  word,  and  hurried  along 
with  iis  violence,  before  his  mind  could  have  freedom  or  leifure 
to  reflect  and  reafon  upon  the  matter. 

Having  premifed  thefe  diftinclions,  we  fhall  now  be  able  to 
difeover,  with  greater  eafe  and  certainty,  tliofe  peculiar  ingre¬ 
dients  which  render  fin  prefumptuous. 

Knowledge  is  the  fird.  This,  as  1  have  already  hinted,  muft 
lie  at  the  root  of  every  prefumptuous  fin.— He  is  rather  unfor¬ 
tunate  than  faulty,  who,  by  midake  or  accident,  hurteth  one 
in  the  dark  ;  but  he  who  doth  it  in  broad  day,  and' with  his 
eyes  open,  betrays  malevolence,  or  wicked  intention,  which 
doth  not  admit  of  any  extenuation.  It  was  this  that  rendered 
the  unbelieving  Jews  altogether  inexcuiable,  according  to  that 
declaration  of  our  Saviour,  John  xv.  22.  “  If  I  had  not  come 

“  and  fpoken  unto  them,  they  had  not  had  fin  ;  but  now  they 
“  have  no  cloak  for  their  fin.”  Knowledge  then  being  iuppo¬ 
fed  as  an  effential  ingredient. 

The  fin  becomes  more  prefumptuous  when  it  is  the  fruit  of 
deliberation  and  contrivance  ;  when  the  perfon  ruminates  and 
plots,  and  lays  fchemes  for  executing  his  criminal  defigns.  Such 
a  tranfgreffor  is  deferibed,  Prov*  vi.  14.  ec  Frowardnefs  is  in 
“  his  heart,  he  devifeth  mifehief  continually  /’  and  again, 
Pfalm  xxxvi.  4.  ic  He  devifeth  mifehief  upon  his  bed  ;  he  fet- 
c‘  teth  himfeif  in  a  way  that  is  not  good  ;  he  abhorreth  not 
((  evil.” 

The  prefumption  is  farther  heightened,  when  obfFmacy  is  ad¬ 
ded  to  knowledge  and  deliberation  ;  when  the  tranfgreiTor 
“  holdeth  fad  his  iniquity,  and  will  not  let  it  go,”  but  rulheth 
forward  in  his  wicked  courfe,  “  even  as  the  horie  rulheth  into 
“  the  battle.”  Such  was  the  temper  which  the  Jews  expreffed 
in  their  anfwer  to  Jeremiah,  (Jerem*  xliv.  16.)  As  for  the 
word  which  thou  u  hail  fpoken  to  us  in  the  nan^  of  the  Lord, 
will  npt  hearken  unto  thee,  but  will  certainly  do  whatfe- 
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ic  e^er  thing  goet'h  forth  oar  of  our  mvn  mouth.”  And  to  this 
ohitmacy  the  epithet  of  p r eju mptuotis  is  directly  applied  Deuteron * 
i.  43*  where  Mofes  faith,  “  1  Ipake  unto  you,  but  ye  would 
ii  not  hear,  but  rebelled  agaiuft  the  commandment  of  the  Lord, 
“  and  went  prefuniptuoufty  up  into  the  hi  11.” 

A  gun,  if  the  warning's  and  reproofs  of  men  be  accompanied 
with  the  remembrances  of  confcience,  and  enforced  ny  the  mo¬ 
tions  of  the  Holy  Spint,  thefe  give  a  yet- deeper  tincture  to  the 
Tinner’s  preemption,  and  render  his  obftimcy  kill  more  crimi¬ 
nal.  With  inch  guilt  were  the  Jewish  rulers  directly  charged 
by  the  fir  ft  martyr  Stephen,  Acts  vii.  51.  u  Ye  ftifF  necked', 
4r  and  uncircnmci fed  in  heart  and  m  ear,  ye  do  always  refill  the 
u  Holy  Ghoft  ;  as  your  fathers  did,  fo  do  ye.” 

But  the  (in  becomes  pre  lump  t  nous  in  the  high  eft  degree, 
when,  befides  the  rembniirances  of  confidence  and  the  drivings 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  God  by  fiome  awful  difpenfations  of  his  pro¬ 
vidence,  hedgeth  up  the  iinner’s  way  as  with  thorns”  and 
yet  he  will  break  through.  Upon  this  account  a  diftinguiftied 
brand  of  infamy  is  fee  upon  Ahaz  in  the  fa c red  hiftory  of  whom 
it  is  fin'd,  g.  Chron.  xXvfii.  22.  “  In  the  time  of  his  diftrefs  did  he 
“  trefpals  yet  more  againit  the  Lord  f  to  which  it  is  fubjoin- 
ed,  with  a  peculiar  emphafky  4<  This  is  that  King  Ahaz,”  that 
obftinate,  that  incorrigible  offender,  who  ftands  on  record  as  an 

awful  beacon,  for  a  Earning  to  all  fucceeding  generations. - 

Thefe,  I  apprehend,  are  the  principal  ingredients  which  render 
fin  prefumptuous. 

And  from  this  defeript’on  it  will  appear,  that  there  are  fume 
fins  which  muft  always  be  prefumptuous,  and  do  not  admit  of 
any  palliation. 

Profane  f wearing  is  evidently  of  this  kind.  It  hath  no 
dm  to  pleafure,  and  as  little  to  profit  ;  the  fwearer  feems  to 
be  wicked  from  pure  malice,  merely  for  the  lake  of  being 
wicked.  In  vain  do  men  plead  provocation  :  for  injure  teem 
who  will,  furely  God  doth  them  no  injury  ;  and  if  a  fellow- 
creature  offend  them,  that  can  never  afford  a  reason  for  af¬ 
fronting  their  Creator,  who  is  continually  doing  them  good. 
Befides,  it  is  only  qne  inftance  of  profane  {‘wearing  for  which 
even  this  alleviation  can  be  pleaded  :  let  the  ftrft  act  be  fup- 
pofed  involuntary,  the  effect  of  fome  hidden  diforder  in  the 
mind  ;  what  becomes  of  the  next?  that  muft  neceflarily  be 
prefumptuous  ;  for  the  repetition  of  fo  unnatural  a  fin  may 
eafily  be  prevented,  if  the  perion  hath  a  real  abhorrence  of 
it,  and  ufeth  any  efforts  to  guard  a  gain  ft  it.  But,  alas  1  how 
many  are  there  who  fwear  alike,  whether  they  be  angry  or 
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well  pleafed?  who  imprecate  damnation  upon  themfelves  cut 
of  mere  wantonneis,  and  make  fuch  horrid  oaths  a  principal 

part  of  their  familiar  converfation. - -R‘  any  who  hear  n  c 

are  guilty  in  this  manner,  let  me  prevail  with  them  to  parde 
for  a  little,  till  they  have  forioufly  confidered  what  they  are 
doing.  It  coft  the  Redeemer  much  to  purchafe  filiation  for 
you,  not  only  prayers,  but  blood  too  ;  and  dare  you  pi  ay  that 
your  fouls  may  have  no  iliare  in  it  ?  i  his  is  the  height  01  macl- 
nefs  :  Damnation  is  ealily  obtained  ;  you  need  not  pray  ror  it  ; 
if  you  apply  not  the  remedy,  you  perilh  of  courle  ;  but  ic  is  not 
fo  eafy  to  be  laved  ;  and  mull  not  thefe  imprecations,  which 
you  have  juft  caufe  to  fear  are  recorded  againft  you,  ^  in create 
the  difficulty,  and  remove  you  farther  from  the  road  or  mercy  ? 
Think  of  this,  O  flutters  i  before  it  be  too  late,  and  fpeedily 
forfake  this  prelumptuous  (in. 

Perjury  is  ftill  more  inexcufable,  as  it  cannot  even  hoi  row 
the  pretext  of  pa  (lion  or  lurprile,  but  is  a  cool  deliberate  a£t  of 
the  moft  daring  impiety?  The  perfon  who  fwears  m  judg¬ 
ment  has  not  only  abundance  of  leifure  to  conftder  what  he  is 
about  to  fay,  but  the  very  manner  of  admuiftiermg  an  oath  in 
all  the  courts  1  know,  has  fomething  peculiarly  lolemn 
and  awful,  on  purpcfe,  .no  doubt  to  ftir  up  confluence  to  per¬ 
form  its  office,  and  to  oblige  it  to  be  faithful.  Nay,  the  very 
words  of  an  oath  in  judgment,  exprels  an  immediate  appeal  to 
the  Searcher  of  hearts  in  the  tremendous  character  of  dual 
Judge  ;  and  confequently  imply,  not  only  the  performs  content 
to  accept  damnation  as  the  punilhment  of  his  faifehood,  if  he 
fhali  conceal  or  deny  what  he  knows  to  be  the  truth,  but  even 
a  formal  and  folemn  adjuration  of  God  to  inflict  damnation  up¬ 
on  him  :  which  is  the  higheft  degree  of  preiumption  that  can 

poffibiy  be  imagined - But  though  perjury  be  a  he  with 

peculiar  aggravations  ;  yet  there  can  be  no  lies  of  whatever 
kind,  which  are  not  prefumptuous  in  one  degree  or  othe  r, 
inafmuch  as  they  always  require  iome  exercife  of  invention  to 
make  them,  and"  ufually  a  great  deal  more  to  fupport  their 
credit  and  to  keep  them  in  countenance  after  they  are  made. 

Thejft  in u ft  in  every  cafe  be  prelumptuous  :  it  is  a  work  or 
time,  which  requires  much  thought  and  cunning  to  cdjuft  the 
plan  of  operation,  and  no  lefs  addrefs  and  conduct  in  carrying 
it  into  execution.  Befides,  the  thief  has  many  reftraims  to 
break  through,  not 'o-nly  the  inward  conviction  of  the  wrong 
done  to  his  neighbour,  but  the  fears  of  &  difeovery  likewife, 
and  of  that  difgrace  and  punilhment  with  which  it  will  certain¬ 
ly  be  attended* 
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The  fame  may  be  faid  of  u  whoremongers  and  adulterers 
whom  God  will  judged1  For  though  fuch  tranlgrcfTors  com¬ 
monly  plead  the  violence  of  temptation  ;  yet,  as  I  have  al¬ 
ready  obferved,  this  by  itfelf  cannot  excufe  from  preemption, 
unlefs  the  temptation  befo  hidden  and  furprifing,  that  it  gives 
the  per fon  no  leifuie  to  exercife  his  reafon  ;  which  l  am  per- 
fiaaded  is  ieldom  or  never  the  cafe.  Thefe  works  of  darknefs 
are  ufually  gone  about  with  greater  caution  and  fecrecy  than 
are  confident  with  mere  pail  ion  ;  fo  that  Reafon  hath  been 
employed,  though  in  a  wrong  way  :  and  this  is  one  of  thofe 
ingredients  that  render  (in  fo  prefumptuous* 

We  may  like  wife  fay  of  drunhennefi ,  that  in  mod  cafes  it  is 
prefumptuous.  It  is  an  excels  which  one  can  fcarcely  be  fur- 
prifed  into,  unlefs  the  liquour  be  mixed  with  fome  pernicious 
drug,  or  hath  fome  peculiar  quality  with  which  he  is  utterly 
unacquainted.  But  this,  1  fuppofe,  is  a  cafe  that  rarely  hap¬ 
pens.  It  ufually  takes  fome  time  before  a  perfon  be  intoxi¬ 
cated  ;  and  dr u kennels  comes  on  by  fuch  gradual  advances, 
that  one  hath  fufficient  opportunity  to  obferve  its  approach,  and 
to  make  liisefcape,  if  he  is  not  otherwife  determined. 

So  that  all  thefe  fins  are  evidently  prefumptuous  ;  and  as 
they  are  too  commonly  praftifed  among  us,  I  thought  it  my 
duty  to  mention  them  in  particular,  for  the  fake  cf  tnofe  who 
know  themfelves  to  be  guilty,  that  they  may  not  wafte  their 
precious  time  in  fee  king  after  excufes  to  defend  them  againd 
the  heavy  charge  of  prefumption  :  but  may,  without  a  mo¬ 
ment’s  delay,  humble  themfeivc*  in  the  prefence  of  that  God 
whom  they  have  fogrievoudy  offended,  imploring  his  pardon¬ 
ing  mercy  for  what  is  pad,  and  his  powerful  grace  to  redrain 
them  for  the  future. 

The  great  importance  of  this  redraint  to  us  all,  or  how 
much  it  concerneth  us  to  be  kept  back  from  every  prefumptu¬ 
ous  fin,  was  the  fecond  tiling  I  propofid  to  illudrate.  And 
this  will  appear  from  two  confiderations. 

i//,  That  Rich  fins  are  mod  heinous  in  their  nature  ;  and 
u  ;  k  mod  pernicious  in  their  effects  anti  confequences. 

\/ly  They  are  mod  heinous  in  their  nature.  The  language 
of  the  proud  fi riper  is.  Who  is  Lord  over  me?  He  either 
di Towns  the  authority  of  God,  or  bids  him  defiance,  and  pro¬ 
vokes  him  to  jealoufy  as  if  he  were  dronger  than  he.  Thus 
it  is  written,  Numbers  xv.  o.  Ci  T.  he  foul  that  doe th  ought 
“  prefumptuoufly,  reproacheth  the  Lord  reproacheth  his 
knowledge,  as  if  God  was  ignorant  of  his  wicked nefs  ;  or  his, 
judice  and  truth,  as  if  he  would  not  punifh  ;t ;  or  his  power 
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as  if  he  could  not.  And  what  horrid  impiety  is  this  ! — — 
O  finners,  think  of  it  :  your  known  wilful  fins  cannot  poffibiy 
be  vindicated  from  this  charge  :  all  I  have  now  faid,  and  a 
great  deal  more,*  fhall  be  made  good  again!!  you  at  laft,  when 

God  fhall  enter  into  judgment  with  your  fouls.- - — 

It  is  vain  for  you  to  plead,  that  you  do  not  diredWy  intend  thefe 
things.  I  verily  believe  you  think  fo  ;  for  proud  and  flub- 
born  as  you  are,  I  am  confident  that  you  daie  not  utter  iuch 
blafphemies  before  God,  nor  even  avow  thermo  your  own  hearts. 
But  doth  it  follow  from  thence,  that  you  are  not  chargeable 
with  them  ?  'I  he  fallacy  of  this  reaforiing  can  eafily  be  detect¬ 
ed.- - —Tell  us,  do  you  intend  your  own  damnation  - 1 

need  not  wait  for  an  anfwer  ;  I  am  hire  you  do  not.  Pray, 
then,  what  meaning  have  you  at  all  f — You  wilfully  tranfgref, 
the  laws  of  God,  but  you  do  not  intend  to  be  punifhed  for  it  • 
on  the  contrary,  you  lhudder  at  tne  profpech  of  buffering,  and 
would  certainly  oppofe  it  with  all  your  might-  This  is  one 

fide - On  the  other  hand,  you  fay,  that  you  have  no  direct 

intention  to  injure  or  infult  the  majefty  of  God  ;  von  mean  no 
prejudice  to  his  authority,  nor  to  any  of  his  perle&ions,  his  wifb 
dom,  holinefs,  jufhee,  or  almighty  power.Can  any  body  recon¬ 
cile  thefe  two  oppofites  ? - You  are  unwilling  to  be  inife- 

rable  ;  and  yet  you  are  willing  that  God  fhcnld  poffefs  thofe 
tremendous  attributes,  by  the  exercife  of  which  yon  muff  be 
made  milerable.  This  is  a  flat  contradiction. — The  cafe  is 
plain,  whether  you  perceive  it  or  not  :  you  would  certainly 
dethrone  God  if  you  could  ;  you  would  reverie  his  laws,  or  dif- 
arm  his  power,  that  you  might  follow  your  inclinations  without 
fear  or  control  :  And  this  is  the  difpofition  of  every  preiump- 
tuous  Tinner,  though  perhaps  his  heart  may  be  fo  hard  and 
unfeeling  as  not  to  perceive  it.  Thefe  remarks  may  fuffice 
to  ihew,  of  what  a  heinous  nature  prefumptuous  fins  arc. 
I  added  in  the 

2 d  place,  That  they  are  likewife  moft  pernicious  in  their  ef¬ 
fects  and  confequences. 

Every  wilful  fin  hardens  the  heart,  and  renders  it  lefs  pene¬ 
trable  than  it  was  before  :  one  conviction  overcome,  makes 
way  for  the  conqueft  of  another,  and  that  of  a  third,  and  fo 
on  ;  the  firmer  by  degrees  waxeth  flout  againft  God,  till  at 
length,  every  bond  that  fhould  reflrain  him  is  broken  afunder, 
and  his  heart  becomes  “  fully  let  in  him  to  doevil.”  This  is  the 
natural  effect  of  prefumptuous  finning  ;  confcience  being  often 
violated,  grows  callous  and  infer. fib le;  or,  in  the  language 
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of  leripture, “  feared  as  with  a  hot  iron  fo  that  it  not  only 
lofeth  its  authority,  but  in  great  meafure  its  feeling  alfo,  and 
fufFers  the  (inner  to  rufh  forward  in  his  wicked  courfe  without 
check  or  remorfe- 

But  this  is  not  all :  Thefe  prefumptiiotis  fins  have  not  only  a 
hardening  influence  upon  the  heart,  but  they  like  wife  provoke 
God  to  inflict  a  judicial  hardnefs  upon  it,  which  of  all  hh 
judgments  is  by  far  the  moil  terrible  ;  for  this,  as  it  were, 
feds  up  the  firmer  to  final  condemnation,  and  renders  his  re¬ 
covery  not  only  difficult,  but  utterly  nnpofiible.  u  Ephraim  is 
“  joined  to  his  idols,’’  fid th  God  ;  “  let  him  alone  he  is 
©bftinately  bent  upon  idolatry,  give  him  no  difturbance.  By 
this  awful  fentence  God  lays  an  inhibition,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak, 
upon  every  thing  that  might  either  reftrain  or  reclaim  the  of¬ 
fender  ;  he  withdraws  his  defpifed  grace,  and  fuffers  him  to 
wallow  in  that  filthinefs  he  hath  chofen.  till  the  fire  that  is 
not  quenched  Ihall  awaken  him  to  a  fruitlefs  defpairiog  convic¬ 
tion  of  his  folly. 

But  as  this  judgment  is  in  a  peculiar  manner,  “  God’s 
*<  Grange  work,”  to  which  he  never  proceeds  till  all  reclaiming 
methods  have  been  tried  and  baffled,  let  us  fuppofe,  if  you 
pleafe,  that  the  firmer  begins  to  awaken  out  of  his  lethargy  ; 
yet  how  difinal  mult  the  eifeebs  of  his  prefumptuous  fins  be, 
even  in  this  cafe  ?  Oh  !  what  horror  will  the  remembrance  of 
them  raife  in  his  mind  ?  How  will  they  difeourage  him  in  his 
add  relics  for  mercy,  to  that  God.  whom  he  hath  fo  impudently 
affronted  and  defied  to  his  face  ?  How  will  they  damp  his  ex- 
pedbations  of  pardon,  when  God  fets  them  all  in  battle-array  be¬ 
fore  him,  and  confidence  takes  hold  of  that  dreadful  fentence 
a  ^  a  id  ft  the  prefumptuous  *  tranfgreflbr,  (Numbers  xv.  31.) 
u°Becaufe  he  hath  defpifeth  the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  hath 
*c  broken  his  commandment  ;  that  foul  ihall  be  utterly  cut 
«  off  :  his  iniquity  ihall  be  upon  him?”  If  fo  good  a  man  as 
Heman  was  obliged  to  cry  out,  “  While  1  fuffer  thy  terrors  I 
“  am  di  fir  acted  what  mult  be  the  condition  of  the  newly- 

awakened  prefumptuous  fimner  ? 

Nay,  let  us  fuppofe,  that  God  hath  Ipokcn  peace  to  his  foul, 
and  given  him  reafon  to  hope  that  his  fins  are  forgiven  :  yet 
thefe  {ins  o{  prefumption  always  leave  behind  tnevn,  the  ferns 
of  thde  gafhes  which  they  made  upon  the  heat  t  ;  and  as  csep 
bodily  wounds,  even  after  they  have  been  doled,  ai  e  apt  to 
ache  upon  a  change  of  weather  ;  fo  any  variation  m  the  pci 
fords  lot  that  is  capable  of  being  conlirued  into  a  token  qi 

God's  antrer,  will  recall  to  his  memory  thofe  pardoned  iniqui- 
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ties,  and  make  them  a  frefh  occafion  of  grief  and  anguifli  to  his 
doubting  perplexed  foul* 

.  Brfides,  though  pardon  fecures  again  if  final  condemnation 
yet  fins  of  this  kind  are  field  oru  remitted  without  fome  vifible 
telfimony  of  God’s  difpleafure.  What  calamities  befel  the  au¬ 
thor  of  this  pfalm,  even  after  the  Prophet  had  intimated  to  him, 
that  “  the  Lord  had  put  away  his  fin  ?”  his  daughter  ravifh- 
ed  ; — the  incelluons  brother  (lain  ; — Abfalom  invades  both  his 
throne  and  his  bed  ; — the  bulk  of  his  fttbje&s  defer t  him  ;  — 
and  he  him fe if,  accompanied  with  a  few  remaining  friends,  is 
driven  into  the  wildernefs,  and  hard  put  to  it  to  ihife  for  his 
life.  And  though  David  was  chargeable  with  many  failings, 
and  feme  of  them  grofs  enough,  yet  in  the  character  which  the 
infpired  hiftorian  hath  given  of  him,  they  are  all  palled  over 
in  filence,  except  his  complicated  guilt  in  the  matter  of  Uriah  : 
but  that  is  exprefsly  mentioned,  and  left  as  a  blot  upon  the 
name  of  this  great  and  good  man,  to  deter  others  from  finch 
deliberate  and  prefurnptuous  fins;  for  thus  it  is  written,  (i 
Kings  xv.  5.)  “  David  did  that  which  was  right  in  the  eyes 

u  of  the  Lord,  and  turned  not  afide  from  any  thing  that  he 
st  commanded  him  all  the  days  of  his  hfe,  five  only  in  the 
“  matter  of  Uriah  the  Hitt  it  e” — Nay,  David  with  his  own 
hand  hath  recorded  his  guilt  in  the  51  If  Pjalm ,  where  to  this 
day  he  profeffies  his  fhame  and  forrow,  and  will  continue  to 

do  fio  as  long  as  God  fh.ili  have  a  church  upon  earth - When 

thtfe  things  are  attended  to,  the  importance  ol  being  kept 
back  from  prefurnptuous  fins  mu  ft  appear  to  us  in  the  ftrongeft 
and  ffioft  affefting  light. 

Let  me  now  addrefis  thofe  whofe  confidences  bear  witnefs, 
that  they  have  often  tranfgreffed  in  this  manner,  and  are  living 
perhaps  at  this  very  time  in  the  habitual  indulgence  of  feme 
prefurnptuous  fin.  Have  you  feriouily  conlidere  I  the  danger 
you  are  exposed  to  ?  David’s  cafe,  which  I  juft  now  mentioned, 
fuggefts  to  me  one  argument  that  may  poffibly  have  weighs t 
with  you.  St)ine  of  you,*  perhaps,  are  fly  offenders  *,  fio  cun¬ 
ning  in  your  way,  that  the  world  hath  not  found  you  out. — 
But,  fay,  would  it  not  give  you  pain  to  think,  that  one  day 
you  fhould  be  ds (covered  ? - No  '  what  dfili ranee  in "e 

v  * 

you  that  this  iL a  1 1  never  happen  ?  David,  I  fuppofie,  conducted 
his  criminal  purfuit  with  as  much  addrefs  andlecrecy  as-vou  can 
do  ;  and  after  it  had  lain  buried  for  the  fpace  of  nine  months, 
I  am  perfiuaded  he  was  as  fearlefis  of  a  difeovery  as  you  prefen  t 
ly  are  :  yet  God  detected  him  in  an  extraordinary  rn  nmer 
and  not  only  made  his  fin  vifible  in  his  punilhment,  but  even 
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bHged  him  ns  you  have  heard,  by  a  folertmexercife  of  repent¬ 
ance,  which  is  left  upon  record  for  the  ule  of  the  church  to 
publiflr  hisconfeffion  of  it  to  all  fucceeding  generation*.  Have 
you  no  apprehenfion  that  fomething  of  a  fimilar  hind  may  be- 
ial  yourielves  ?  Cannot  God  difclol'e  your  fecret  fins  if  he 
pieafeth  ?  And  have  you  not  caufe  to  fear  that  he  will  do  it 
from  what  he  laid  to  David:  “  Thou  didft  it  fecretly  ;  but  I 

will  do  this  thing  before  all  Ifrael,  and  before  the  fun 
Will  God  fhew  greater  tendernefs  to  your  reputation  than  to 
that  of  the  man  according  to  his  own  heart  ?  May  he  not  in 
lus  righteous  difpleafure,  permit  that  lull,  which  you  prefump- 
tuoufly  chenfh  in  your  boiom,  to  grow  fo  flrong,  that  all  your 
cunning  (hall  not  be  able  to  keep  it  within  bounds  ?  and  then 

it  will  fly  abroad,  and  become  public  of  courfe _ I  be** 

you  may  attend  to  this  :  I  confefs  it  is  a  motive  of  the  loweft 
kinn  ,  but  low  as  it  is,  you  ought  at  leall  to  take  its  aid,  till 
you  get  a  relilh  for  others  of  a  more  ingenuous  and  fpiritual 

Confides-  farther,  what  inward  torment  you  mufl  one  day 
feel  :  at  the  prefent,  perhaps  confidence  is  aileep  ;  but  it  (ball 
not  always  fteep  ;  affliction  may  awaken  it  ;  the  approach  of 
death  ffloft  probably  will  ;  and  then,  “  fhallyour  fear  come  as 
“  defolatiqn,^  and  your  dellruftion  as  a  whirlwind  ,  diflrefs 
£:  and  anguim  (hall  then  come  upon  you;  for  in  that  awful 
“  ptafon,  the  Lord  {ball  give  theen  trembling  heart,  and  fail. 
“  ing  of  eyes,  and  forrow  of  mind.  And  thy  life  (hall  bano- 
“  in  doubt  before  thee,  and  thou  (halt  fear  day  and  niahf 
“  and  (halt  have  none  affurance  of  thy  life.  In  the  morning 
“  thou  (halt  fay.  Would  God  it  were  even  ;  and  at, even  thou 
“  flialt  fay,  Would  God  it  were  morning,  for  the  fear  of  thine 
“  heart  wherewith  thou  fhalt  fear,  and  for  the  fight  of  thine 

eyes  which  thou  fhalt  fee” - Or  if  this  feem  not  mifery 

enough,  look  forward  a  little  farther  to  the  tremendous  if. 
fue  :  “  Who  can  dwell  with  devouring  flames  ?  who  can  lie 
“  down  in  everlafling  burnings  ?”  yet  this,  O  finners,  mud 
be  your  portion,  if  you  live  and  die  in  rebellion  againft 
God.  1  he  lweetnefs  of  fin  pafleth  quickly  away,  but  the  fllno- 
of  it  is  perpetual  :  the  gnawing  worm  (ball  never  die,  the 
lire  ofGod’s  wra  til  111  ill]  never  he  extinguiflied. 

It  is  really  aftonilhing,  that  creatures  endued  with  reafon 
and  capable  of  exercifiing  reflexion  and  forefight,  fhould  in 
fuch  a  fituation,  enjoy  any  fort  of  peace  for  a  moment.  What 

is  it  that  fupports  you? - Do  you  imagine  that  God  will 

overlook  your  rebellion,  and  never  call  you  to  account  for  your 

conduct  ? 


■  mm 
■■  ;■  •  • 

*  X  ^  i-T*  V 


SERMON  lit. 


<3 


Hear  his  own  words  by  the  mouth  of  his  prophets  :  u  I  will 
4fc  fearch  Jerufalem  with  candles,  and  puniih  the  men  that  are 
“  fettled  on  their  lees;  that  fay  in  their  heart,  the  Lord  will 
“  not  do  good,  neither  will  he  do  evil. ”  Zefihan •  1  12— - 


And  again,  “  Wo  unto  them  that  draw  iniquity  with  cords  of 
vanity,  and  fin  as  it  were  with  a  cart-rope  :  that  lay,  Let 
*<  him  make  fpeed,  and  haften  his  work  that  we  may  lee  it 
“  and  let  the  counfel  of  the  holy  One  of  Ilrael  draw  nigh  and 
“  come,  that  we  may  know  it. ’’  If  v«  18.  Has  he  not  alrea¬ 
dy  in  the  courfe  of  his  providence,  given  fufficient  evidence  of 
his  hatred  of  fin  ;  and  by  many  awful  tokens  of  his  righteous 
difpleafure,  extorted  a  confelhon  from  the  molt  obflinate  tin¬ 
ners,  iC  that  verily  there  is  a  God  that  judgeth  in  the  earth.” 

But  you  have  a  proof  of  this  in  your  own  bolom* - — — W  1  t 

means  the  voice  of  conlcience  within  you  ?  whence  that  fear 
and  horror  which  fometimes  feize  upon  you  ?  Surely  thele 
painful  feelings  are  involuntary  ;  lor  no  man  choofetli  to  be 

his  own  tormentor - -Well,  then,  this  internal  lenle  is  in 

place  of  a  thou  land  witnelfes,  to  prove,  that  God  is  marking 
your  Heps  in  the  mean  time,  and  that  ere  long  he  will  puniih 
you  for  all  your  iniquities  ;  tor  according  to  this  tear,  lo  is 
*s  the  wrath  of  God,”  which  is  the  object  oi  it. 

Do  you  prefume  upon  the  mercy  01  God  ?  Li  (ten  1 1  that 
awful  declaration  in  the  book  of  Deuteronomy,  chap,  xxix. 
ig1  20*  “  If  it  come  to  pals  when  he  heareth  the  words  of 

“  this  curfe,  that  he  blefs himlelf  in  his  heart,  and  lay,  I  ihall 
“  have  peace,  though  I  walk  in  the  imagination  of  my  heart  : 
“  the  Lord  will  not  fpare  him,  but  the  anger  of  the  Lord  and 
his  jealoufy,  Ihall  fmoke  againlt  that  man,  and  all  the  curies 
“  that  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  Ihall  be  upon  him. 
True,  God  is  merciful  ;  but  is  it  not  equally  true,  that  he  is 
holy  and  righteous  ?  Can  you  devife  a  more  lofty  defcnpuou 
of  the  divine  goodnefs  than  that  which  was  publilhcd  by  God 
himfelf,  when  delcending  in  a  cloud  upon  Mount  Sinai,  he 
p ailed  by  before  Moles,  and  proclaimed  his  name,  I  he  Lord, 
the  Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious,  long- fuffe ring,  and 
abundant  in  goodnefs  and  truth  keeping  mercy  for  thouLnds, 
“  forgiving  iniquity  and  tranlgrcllion,  and  fin  ^but  cblcrve 
what  follows)  “  and  that  will  by  no  means  clear  the  guilty 
Exod.  xxxiv.  6,  7-  Nay,  the  moil  amazing  infiance  of  c!i  - 
vine  love,  to  wit,  God's  fending  his  Son  into  the  world  to  die 
for  lirmers,  is  at  the  fame  time,  the  inoft  awful  proof  of  his  in¬ 
flexible  juflice,  and  of  his  irreconcileabie  hatred  -of  fin  ;  feeing 
no  Lfsa  facnfice  could  expiate  the  guilt  of  it  than  the  blood  of 
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by  whom  all  things  were  made.  Neither  (hall  this  cofflv  fa- 
entice  avail  us,  if  we  Hill  continue  to  hold  fall  our  iniquities  ; 
for  “  the  Son  of  God  was  rmnifcfted  foV  this  very  purpoie,  that 
*  l*e  might  deftroy  the  works  of  the  devil.”  And  in  vain  do 
we  plead  the  merit  or  h js  death,  unlefs  we  follow  the  example 
o;  his  life,  and  lubihit  to  the  government  of  his  laws  and  fplri t  ; 

he  is  the  author  of  eternal  falvaiioa  only  to  them  that 
obey  him.” 

But^it  may  be,  you  hope  to  make  all  up  by  repentance  ;  and 
though  at  the  prefen t  there  are  fame  lias  you  are  unwilling  to 
part  with,  yet  you  propofe  to  do  it  afterwards,  with  arefolu- 
t:on  never  to  return  any  more  to  folly.  Well,  tinners,  this  at 
lerdr  i*  a  plain  confeffion  that  you  are  felf-condemned  creatures 
in  tne  mean  time,  h  ou  admit  that  repentance  is  neceflary,  and 

that  you  are  undone  without  it.-, - And  now  let  me  difplay  to 

you  the  folly  of  your  conduct - -Should  you  die  this  night 

what  would  become  of  you  ?  and  what  affurance  have  you 
that  you  fhall  be  alive  to-morrow  ?  Were  not  Zimri  and  Cofbi 
cut  oft  in  the  a£l  of  fin  ?  and  have  not  manv  others  been  car¬ 
ried  off  by  a  fudden  death,  without  leifure  afforded  them  to  cry 
for  mercy  ?  Your  fin,  and  confequently  your  mifery,  isprefent 
and  certain:  your  repentance  only  future,  and  therefore  alto¬ 
gether  uncertain  :  for  who  knoweth  what  a  day  may  bring 
forth  ? - Befides,  is  it  not  egregious  folly  to  do  that  delibe¬ 

rately  which  needeth  repentance  ?  Would  he  not  bejufily  ac¬ 
counted  mad,  who  fhould  drink  a  deadly  poifon,  merely  to  try 

the  ftrengch  of  an  antidote  ? - 1.  hough  you  could  repent  at 

pleafure,  and  had  a  leafe  of  life  to  any  term  of  your  own 
choofing,  which  you  well  know  you  have  not  ;  yet,  even  upon 
this  luppofition,  your  conducl  would  be  foolilh  and  irrational* 
But  I  have  fpmething  to  add  that  is  fi  ll  more  alarming  lie* 
pentanceis  the  gift  of  God  ;  it  is  a  grace  that  can  only  be  pro¬ 
duced  in  your  hearts  by  that  divine  Spirit,  whom  now  you 
grieve  :  and  is  grieving  him  the  way  to  obtain  his  aflifiance  ? 
muff  God  wait  your  time,  and  patiently  endure  all  your  af¬ 
fronts,  and  then  befiow  upon  you  a  pure  favour  to  which  you 
can  plead  no  title,  whenever  you  fhall  deign  to  afk  it  r  No 

tuners - rI  here  are  fucfi  awful  words  in  your  Bibles  as 

thefe  :  “  My  fpirit  fhall  not  always  firive  with  man;”  and 
“  Becaule  when  I  railed,  ye  refufed  ;  when  I  fii etched  out 

iny  hand,  ye  did  not  regard  me  ;  therefore  will  I  laugh  at 
your  calamity,  and  mock  when  yonr  fear  cometh.’*  Go,  think 
upon  thefe,  get  you  to  your  knees,  and  beg  of  God,  for  On* ill's 
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fake,  that  he  may  pardon  what  is  pad,  and  reftrain  you  irom 
i'ach  prefumptucus  fins  for  the  future.  This  brings  me  to  the 


East  thing  I  propofed  which  was,  to  direct  yon  how  to 
put  up  this  prayer  to  God,  Keep  back  thy  Jervant  from  pre - 
Jumptuous  fun* 

In  the  i ji  place,  You  mud:  do  it  fincerely,  with  an  unfeigned 
and  earned  defire,  that  God  may  hear  and  grant  your  requed* 
We  are  very  apt  to  impoie  upon  ourfelves  in  this  matter.  Con- 
cience  being  galled  and  irritated  by  prefumptuous  fins,  may 
fo  turbulent  and  clamorous,  that  fomething  muft  be  done 
lo  Hill  and  pacify  it.  By  this  means,  we  may  be  forced  into 
the  ciofet,  and  obliged  to  ule  the  words  of  my  text ;  nay,  to 
apply  them  to thofe particular  lins  for  which  conlcience  upbraid- 
eth  us*  But,  alas  !  our  prayers  are  oft-times  falte  and  hypo¬ 
critical  ;  we  hate  not  the  fin,  but  the  remorfe  that  follows  it  j 
and  we  wifh  not  fo  much  to  be  delivered  from  the  fin,  as  from 

the  fierce  challenges  of  the  awful  reprover  within  us* - Have 

you  net  difeovered  fomething  of  this  hypocrify  in  the  time  of 
praying  ?  Have  you  not  felt  a  fecret  love  to  the  fin  you  pro- 
iefjfcd  to  renounce  ;  nay,  fnme  degrees  of  fear  led  God  fliould 
take  you  at  your  word,  and  render  that  fin  bitter  and  unplea- 
fant  to  you  ?  Need  I  tell  you,  that  fuch  prayers  are  an  abomi¬ 
nation  to  the  Lord,  and  inftead  of  diminifhing,  aggravate  your 
guilt  ?  To  pray,  is  not  to  offer  up  words,  but  defires,  to  God  : 
1  therefore  faid,  that  in  ufing  this  petition,  you  muft  do  it  with 
a  fincere  and  earned  defire,  that  God  may  hear  and  grant  your 
re  quell.  It  was  for  this  purpofe  I  let  before  you  t  be  heinous 
nature  and  fatal  effects  ofprefumptous  fins,  that  you  might  view 
them  as  deadly  foes,  and  long  to  be  refeued  from  their  tyranny  ; 
for  till  your  hearts  are  brought  to  this,  in  Vain  do  you  utter  the 
words  of  David  ;  your  prayers  are  hollow  and  infincere,  what¬ 
ever  d.refs  you  put  them  into  ;  and  are  themfclves  more  pre- 
lumptuous  than  any  of  thofe  fins  againft  which  you  pretend  lo 
ufe  them. 


2 dly,  We  mud  put  up  this  requed,  from  a  humble  fenfe  of 
our  own  weakncls,  with  a  lively  hope  of  the  mercy  of  God, 
and  a  Itedfalt  reliance  upon  the  efficacy  of  his  grate.  Thefe 
qualifications  are  abfolutely  neceffary  :  for  till  we  feel  our  in- 
inability  to  overcome  our  impetuous  and  headftrong  padions,  we 
{hall  not  be  very  importunate  with  God  to  redrain  them  ;  and* 
we  lhall  foon  grow  weary  in  our  addreffes  to  him  for  aid,  if 
we  either  call  in  quedion  his  good-wili  to  bellow  it  or  doubt 
*>f  its  fufficiency  to  aniwer  our  neceifities.  We  mud  neither 
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pray  proudly  nor  defpairingly  :  we  affront  God  equally  both 
ways.  ^  If  we  go  to  him  merely  in  a  complimental  way,  as  if 
we  did  him  honour  by  afking  fome  (lender  afliftance  only  to 
render  the  conqueft  more  eafy  ;  this  may  provoke  him  to  leave 
ns  in  tne  hands  of  our  emtnies,  till,  by  lome  fatal  overthrow,  we 
are  brought  to  a  thorough  conviclion  of  our  impotence  ;  for 

be  relifteth  the  proud,  and  giveth  grace  only  to  the  humble  : 

the  hungry  are  filled  with  good  things,  but  the  rich  are  fent 
(c  empty  away. 5 y 

On  the  other  hand  fliould  we  either  queflion  his  willingnefs 
or  a o i i i ty^  to  help  us,  would  not  this  be  to  cafe  upon  him  vile 
dillionoui ,  after  all  the  illudrious  proofs  he  hath  given  us,  both 
of  his  love  and  laving  power  ?  (l  He  that  Ipared  not  his  own 

Sou,  but  delivered  him  up  for  us  all  ;  how  fhall  he  not  with 
fc  him  aifo  freely  give  us  all  things  ?’* 

Let  us  therefore  under  a  deep  fenfe  of  our  depravity  and 
weaknefs,  humbly  and  importunately  cry  to  God,  that  he  may 
deliver  us  from  the  oppreffion  of  our  tyrannical  luffs  ;  and  thefe 
cries  of  the  opprefled  I h all  “  enter  into  the  ears  of  the  Lord  of 
c'  Sabbaoth.” — — At  the  fame  time,  let  us  harbor  no  difhonour- 

able  fufpicions  either  of  his  mercy,  or  of  his  power  : - “  We 

iC  have  a  great  high  pried,  who  is  palled  into  the  heavens,  Je- 
“  fus  the  Son  of  God,  who  now  appears  in  the  prefence  of  God 
li  (or  us.  Having  therefore  boklnefs  to  enter  into  the  holied 
“  by  the  blood  of  Jefus,  by  a  new  and  living  wav,  which  he 
“  hath  confecrated  for  us  through  the  vail,  that  is  to  fay,  his 
“  flefh  ;  and  having  a  high  prieft  who  is  touched  with  the  feel- 
£’  ing  of  our  infirmities,  and  was  in  all  points  tempted  like  as 
wc  are  ;  let  us  come  boldly  to  the  throne  of  grace,  that 
we  may  obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  in  time  of 
tc  need-” 

if  we  thus  afk,  we  fliall  certainly  receive  :  The  great  Cap, 
tain  of  our  fulvation,  whofe  grace  is  lufficient  for  all  his  peo¬ 
ple,  will  net  only  keep  us  back  from  prefumptuous  fins,  but  in 
clue  time  he  will  bruife  Satan  underneath  our  feet,  and  iC  grant 
u  unto  us  to  fit  wLh  him  in  Ji is  throne,  even  as  he  alfo  over- 

lc  came,  and  is  let  down  with  the  Father  in  his  throned’ - 

Let  me  only  add  in  the 

Third  and  la/t  place.  That  our  prayers  to  God  for  redrain¬ 
ing  grace,  mud  be  accompanied  with  our  own  mod  vigorous 
efforts  to  refill  all  temptations  to  prefumptuous  fins,  otherwife 
they  fliall  not  be  accepted* 

God  will  fo  do  his  work,  as  that  we  fliall  do  ours  likewife  ; 
for  “  God’s  working  in  us  to  will  and  do,”  initead  of  fuperced- 
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ing  the  n£ce/Tity  of  our  own  endeavours,  is  urged  in  Scripture 
as  a  motive  and  encouragement,  to  make  us  **  work  out  our 
“  own  falvarion  with  fear  and  trembling.”  Prayer  is  not  on^ 
ly  an  acknowledgment  of  our  dependence  upon  God  for  the 
things  we  a/k,  but?  it  likewife  imports  a  refolution  on  our  parr, 
to  ule  all  proper  means  for  obtaining  them  ;  and  the  vigcur  of 
our  endeavours  is  the  bed;  proof  of  our  fincerity.  Should  a 
perfon  who  is  juft  now  praying,  “  Lead  n;e  not  into  temota- 
tion,”  rife  immediately  from  his  knees,  and  go  forth  to  in¬ 
vite  or  even  to  meet  a  temptation,  who  could  believe  that  fuch 
a  man  was  in  earneft  ?  Let  us  be  doing,  and  then  we  may  with 
greater  confidence,  both  afk  the  divine  aid,  and  hope  to  obtain 
it.  If,  in  a  humble  dependence  upon  God,  we  faithfully  em¬ 
ploy  the  ftrength  we  have,  mere  fliail  be  added  to  us  as  our  ne- 

ceffities  require  :  “  For  to  him  that  hath  (hall  be  given. _ 

“  They  that  wait  upon  the  Lord  Hi  a  1 1  renew  their  ftreno-th, 
“  they  fhall  mount  up  with  wings  as  eagles,  they  /hall  run  and 

“  not  be  weary,  they  /hall  walk  and  not  faint.- _ Wait 

“  therefore  on  the  Lord  :  be  of  good  courage,  and  he  /hall 
“  ftrengthen  thine  heart  :  wait,  I  lay,  on  the  Lord/’ 

Amen ♦ 
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Having  a  form  of  godlinefs ,  but  denying  the  power  thereof 


<i  rnr^HE  facrifice  of  the  wicked  is  an  abomination  to  the 
Lord  ;  but  the  prayer  of  the  upright  is  his  delight.** 
It  is  the  heart  of  the  worlhipper  which  God  principally  re¬ 
gards  ;  if  that  be  wrong,  external  homage  is  only  t(  vain  obla- 
<*  tion.”  which  can  never  afcend  to  his  throne  with  acceptance* 
Happy  were  it  for  us,  had  we  a  juft  im predion  of  this  intereft- 
ing  truth  ;  but  many,  alas  !  are  too  apt  to  impofe  upon  them¬ 
selves,  inftead  of  afpiring  to  that  inward  purity  which  is  necef- 
fary  to  qualify  them  for  communion  with  God  ;  they  feem  to 
liare  no  higher  aim,  than  to  lull  confcience  afteep  by  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  fome  cheap  and  common  duties,  left  its  galling  reproofs 
fhould  alarm  their  fears,  and  anticipate  the  horrors  of  approach¬ 
ing  judgment.  Thus  they  dream  of  fafety,  when  deftruction  is 
fait  coming  upon  them;  and,  with  untempered  mortar/* 
rear  up  for  thernfelves  “  a  refuge  of  lies,’’  which,  ere  long, 

{hall  be  tumbled  down,  and  bury  them  in  its  ruins. - For 

awakening  fuch  perfons  from  their  fatal  fecuritv,  I  have  chofen 
this  paffage  of  Holy  Scripture,  wherein  the  Apoftle  gives  us  a 
part  of  the  character  of  deceiving  hypocrites,  or  rather,  indeed, 
a  comprehenfive  defcription  of  them  in  few  words  :  1  hey  have 
a  form  of  godlinefs,  but  deny  the  power  thereof.  Their  religion 
is  a  mere  carcafe,  a  body  without  the  foul,  a  lifelefs  picture  or 
image  of  godlinefs  :  they  a/Fume  the  garb  and  air  of  fan&ity, 

but  are  ftrangers,  nay,  enemies,  to  the  thing itfelf* - 1  hat  the 

following  difcourfe  may  be  “  profitable  for  do&ririe,  for  re¬ 
ef  proof,  for  correction,  and  for  inftrucftion  in  righteoufnefs,” 

I  /hall,  in  the 

Firfl  place,  endeavour  to  open  the  nature  of  true  godhnejs , 
anti  to  fhew  wherein  the  life  anti  power  of  it  confift* 

Secondly ,  I  /hall  inquire,  whence  it  is,  that  any  who  deny 
the  power  of  godlinfs  lliouid  fubmit  to  the  drudgery  of  praefthmg 
the  forms  of  it  ? — and  then  point  out  the  improvement  which 

both  faints  2nd  finners  ought  to  ltiake  of  this  iubject* 

Godliness. 
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Godliness,  in  general,  is  the  fabjeftjon  or  devotednefs  of 
the  foul  to  .God  himfelf.  It  L  the  practical  acknowledgment  of 
his  unlimited  lovereignty,  and  the  unreferved  dedication  of  the 
whole  man  to  his  fervice  ;  or,  to  fpeak  in  the  eniphatical  lan¬ 
guage  of  this  Apoitle,  it  is  44  Chrilt  formed”  in  the  heart,  by 
the  powerful  energy  of  the  Holy  Spirit  :  in  coniequence  where¬ 
of,  the  perfon  becomes  44  a  new  creature,”  both  with  regard 
to  his  temper  and  practice  :  “  he  partakes  of  the  divine  na- 
4<  lure  and  44  thole  members’1  which  where  formerly  the 
44  fervants  of  fin,”  are  now  employed  as  44  inftruments  of 
44  righteoufnefs  unto  God.” 

It  is  not  a  cold  affsnt  to  the  truths  of  religion  ;  it  is  not  a  na¬ 
tural  foftnefs  and  benevolence  of  temper  ;  it  is  not  the  abfhin- 
ing  from  grofs  fins,  or  the  giving  to  God  a  comer  of  our  hearts, 
and  fame  vacant  portions  of  our  time,  while,  v  c  bulk  of  both  is 
alienated  from  him, — that  will  in  title  us  to  the  character  ot 

godly  men. - As  he  only  is  God,  who  is  uni  verb)  l  Lord,  fa « 

preme  in  wifdo-m,  in  power,  and  in  goodnefs  ;  fo  that  only  is 
godlinefs  which  reveres  and  honours  God,  in  a  way  fuited  to 
that  high  and  incommunicable  character. — Genuine  piety  ex- 
preffeth  itfelf  thus  :  44  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee,  O 

64  Lord  ?  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  1  detire  betides  thee.” 
We  are  not  godly ,  whatever  we  profefs  or  feem,  if,  in  our 
moil  deliberate  and  affectionate  choice,  we  do  not  prefer  the 
one  true  God,  and  the  enjoyment  of  his  favour,  to  all  that  can 
be  found  throughout  the  wide  extent  of  his  works  ;  if  we  make 
not  his  will  the  me  a  fare  of  ours,  his  law  the  fovereign  guide  of 
our  conduct,  and  his  glory  the  ultimate  end  of  our  obedience. 
But  more  particularly,  in  the 

Fir  ft  place,  Godlinefs  includes  a  fupreme  love  to  God  him¬ 
felf,  and  a  conftant  prevailing  defire  to  pleafe  him,  mixed  with 
a  holy  reverential  awe,  or  fear  of  offending  him.  I  have  join¬ 
ed  thefe  together,  bec-aufe  they  appear  to  be  of  equal  neediity 
and  ufe,  to  conftitute  that  frame  and  temper  of  mind  wherein 

the  effence  of  piety  or  true  godiuufs  doth  conlift - fear  is 

necelfary  to  keep  God  in  our  eye  :  it  is  the  office  of  love  to  en¬ 
throne  him  in  our  heart. - Fear  cautioufiy  avoids  whatever 

may  offend  :  love  yields  a  prompt  and  liberal  lervice. - fear 

regards  God  as  a  witnefs  and  judge  :  love  cleaves  to  him  as  a 

i:r\endt  nay  a  father. - Fear  maketh  us  watchful  and  circum- 

fpecl  ;  love  renders  us  active  and  refolute - In  fhort,  they 

go  hand  in  hand,  and  mutually  affift  each  other  :  Love  keeps 
fear  from  being  fervile  and  diitruilful  ;  and  fear  keeps  love  from 
being  forward  and  tecuie  :  and  both  fpnng  from  one  -root, 

V(A .  I*  F  namely, 
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namely”,  Faith  in  God,  as  a  Being  pofleffed  of  infinite  perfection, 
and  related  to  us  as  our  creator  and  governor,  our  redeemer, 
and  our  judge. 

i  his  dillinguiiheth  true godlinefs  from  every  counterfeit,  or 

falie  appearance  of  it. - -The  fee  tiring  religioufnefs of  the 

Jormalijl  >  is  either  a  (Tamed  to  irnpofe  upon  the  world,  without 
any  regard  to  God  at  all,  or  elfe  it  flows  entirely  from  a  tor¬ 
menting  fear  of  future  wrath  :  in  his  heart  there  is  an  averfion 
from  God  and  his  fervice,  at  the  very  time  he  is  profefling  to 
honour  him  with  his  body  ;  relu&ant,  and  hefitating  at  every 
Hep,  he  proceeds  no  farther  in  the  road  of  duty,  than  he  thinks 
may  iufxice  to  efcape  damnation  :  he  doth  more  than  he  would 
do,  were  he  not  forced  by  neceffity  ;  and  if  left  to  his  own 
choice,  he  would  rather  live  at  large  like  the  beafts  that  perifh, 
and  render  no  htfinage  to  God  at  all. 

Secondly ,  The  power  of  Godlinds  confifis  in  the  conquefl  of 
our  corrupt  and  rebellious  paflions.  Thele  indeed  Hill  live  and 
fight  within  ns  ;  and  will  continue  fo  to  do,  in  one  degree  or 
other,  till  death  pull  down  thele  earthly  tabernacles  :  but  if  we 
are  truly  fanHified,  their  Hrength  lhall  gradually  languilh  and 
decay  :  victory  is  town  in  that  new  nature  we  have  got  ; 
for  “  whatfoever  is  born  of  God  overcometh  the  world  : — - — - 
“  Jefus  our  Lord  (hall  ere  long  deliver  us  from  the  body  of  this 
“  death,  and  the  God  of  peace  fhall  in  due  time  bruito  Satan 
**  underneath  our  feet.” - Whereas  the  formalift  is  altoge- 

O 

ther  carnal  ;  corruption  prevails  againfi  reaton  and  confcience  ; 
the  fleih  gives  law  ;  and  every  faculty  of  the  mind,  every  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  body,  is  a  willing  Have  to  its  ufurped  authority - - 

Perhaps  he  has  cuhning  enough  “  to  waih  the  outfide  to 
refrain  from  thoto  lins  which  would  (lain  his  reputation,  and 
render  him  contemptible  in  the  opinion  of  the  world  :  but  all 
the  while  he  feels  no  hatred  of  fin  in  his  heart  ;  his  conformi¬ 
ty  to  the  law  doth  not  flow  from  an  inward  principle  of  holi- 
nefs,  but  is  purely  an  artificial  thing,  calculated  to  plcato  others  ; 
and  he  cares  for  no  more  of  it  than  is  abtolutely  necefTary  for 

attaining  that  end- 

O  ^ 

\ Thirdly ,  The  power  of  godlinefs  ennobles  the  foul  with  a 
holy  indifference  to  all  earthly  things.  The  godly  man  is  one 
vvhoto  tnp^fure  is  in  heaven  :  he  hath  feen  through  the  deceit 
and  vanity  of  this  world,  and  therefore  efleems  it  but  drofs  and 
dung  in  compariton  of  God,  and  things  eternal  :  he  is  battening 
to  the  promifed  land  of  reft,  and  will  not  eagerly  contend  for 
an  inheritance  in  this  wilderneis,  nor  be  greatly  dejeHed  when 
it  is  either  with-held  or  taken  from  him*  Faith  hath  fo  far  an¬ 
nihilated 
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nihilated  this  world  that  it  is  become  as  nothing  in  his  eye, 
and  hath  no  bribe  to  offer,  that  is  fufficient  to  leduce  him  from 
the  fervice  of  his  God,  or  the  care  of  his  precious  and  immor¬ 
tal  foul*  This  holy  indifference  to  earthly  things,  this  divine 
elevation  of  fentiment  and  affe&ion,  is  an  eminent  part  of  the 
godly  man’s  character,  and  one  of  the  moft  ftriking  effects  of  the 

power  of  religion  in  his  heart. - The  formakjt  may,  no  doubt, 

put  on  the  aivpearance  of  this  ;  he,  too,  may  talk  of  his  con¬ 
tempt  of  the  world  :  but  when  a  trying  time  comes,  his  hypo- 
crify  and  earthly  rnindcdnefs  will  loon  difcover  themfelves  : 
“  Demas  hath  fo'rfaken  me,  (faid  Paul)  having  loved  this  pre- 
“  lent  world.”  Affliction,  and  efpecially  perfecution  for  the 
„  fake  of  Chrift,  makes  a  wide  and  vilible  diftin&ion  betwixt  the 
truth  of  grace,  and  all  the  counterfeits  of  it.  This  is  a  tell 
which  the  formalift  cannot  ftand  ;  the  predominant  intereft 
muff  then  appear,  and  can  no  longer  be  concealed.  In  that 
day,  all  mere  fpeculations  about  religion  vanilh  ;  nor  can  any 
thing  fupport  the  fufferer  but  what  he  firmly  believes  and  feels 
in  his  heart.  The  unfound  profeffor  may  look  big  for  a  while, 
and  part  with  many  leffer  things  :  but  when  matters  are 
brought  to  this  crifls,  u  Sell  all  that  thou  haff,  and  take  up  the 
u  crofs  •/’  renounce  every  prefent  fenfible  enjoyment  for  the 
lake  of  diffant  invifible  blefiings :  then  he  muff  throw  afide  the 
mailt,  and  confefs  that  the  world  is  fupreme  in  his  ht:irt,  and 
that  heaven  was  never  valued  by  him  but  as  a  fecondary  good, 
which  he  wifhed  to  have  in  reverfion,  when  he  could  keep  his 
hold  of  this  earth  no  longer. 

Fourthly ,  The  foul  that  is  under  the  power  of  godlinefs  hath 
a  vehement  third  after  the  enjoyment  of  God  himfeif.  It  is 
God  in  Chrift  whom  the  godly  man  leeketh  in  the  ordinances  of 
religion  ;  either  to  know  more  of  his  will,  or  to  have  nearer 
communion  with  him,  or  to  receive  from  him  freffl  fupplies  of 
grace,  for  cleaning  and  quickening  and  comforting  his  foul, 
Thele  are  to  him  like  the  tree  into  which  Zaccheus  climbed  up 
that  he  might  fee  Jefus  ;  and  he  uleth  them  only  for  that 
end.  Doth  he  go  to  the  fanffuary  ?  it. is,  “  that  he  may  be- 
<c  hold  the  beauty  of  the  Lord,  and  inquire  in  his  temple.” 
Doth  he  approach  the  altar  ?  it  is,  that  he  may  meet  with 
”  God  his  exceeding  joy.”  <c  As  the  hart  panteth  for  the 
“  brooks  of*  water,  fo  pants  his  thirfty  longing  foul  for  God, 
<c  even  the  living  God  ;”  and  he  always  prefers  “  the  light  of 
”  his  countenance”  to  the  greateft  increafe  “  of  corn  stfd  of 

iC  wii^e,’\  or  whatever  elfe  this  earth  can  afford.- - Now  the 

formalift  is  m  utter  ftrangerto  thefe  exersifes^ofjche  heart  :  he 
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feels  no  anxiety  after  communion  with  God  :  he  pray?,  but 
never  troubles  himfelf  with  inquiring  if  his  prayer  is  accepted  : 
he  goes  to  chinch,  not  that  he  may  wait  upon  God,  or  receive 
fpiritual  nourilhrnent  from  the  word  preached  ;  but  merely  ro 
gratify  his  curioiity,  and  to  get  lome  addition  to  h’S  flock  of  no¬ 
tional  religion  :  he  grows  weary  of  the  neceffary  bread  of  life  ; 
he  loaths  that  dry  manna,  and  reckons  every  Sabbath  and  fer- 
inon  loft,  in  which  he  is  not  amufed  with  variety  and  change* 
In  fhort,  lie  looks  upon  the  duties  of  religious  worfhip  merely 
as  a  talk,  impoled  upon  him  by  an  arbitrary  matter,  who  is  too 
ttrong  lor  him  to  contend  with  ;  and  therefore  he  performs 
them  for  his  own  iafety,  and  is  always  glad  when  they  are 
over,  and  thinks  that  God  hath  nothing  more  to  jeouife  at  his 
hand. 

Once  more,  in  the  fifth  place.  The  power  of  godlinefs  is  mani- 
felted  by  a  Itedfaft  courfe  of  hojy  Jiving,  by  an  uniform  and  un« 
referved  obedience  to  all  God’s  commandments.  I  obferved, 
in  the  entrance,  that  godlinefs  is  the  fubjedlion  or  devotednels 
ol  the  foul  to  God  himlelf :  and  in  vain  do  we  pretend  to  this, 
if  we  object:  againtt  any  of  his  laws,  for  the  Apottle  James  hath 
afiured  us,  that  “  whofoever  fliall  keep  the  whole  law,  and  yet 

“  offend  in  one  point,  he  is  guilty  of  ail.” - u  It  is  not  the 

iC  calling  Chritt  Lord,  Lord,  but  the  doing  the  things  which 
he  fay'*”  that  proverh  us  to  be  Chriftians  indeed  :  u  Yea,  in 
u  this  the  children  of  God  are  manifeft  and  the  children  of  the 

devil.  He  that  doeth  not  righteoufnefs,  is  not  of  God.” - 

rI  he  formalitt,  as  I  have  already  admitted,  may  go  a  confidera- 
ble  length  in  an  outward  reformation  of  manners  •  he  may  ab- 
ttain  from  pollutions  of  the  groffer  kind,  and  even  do  many 
things  that  are  materially  good  :  but  Hill  he  hath  his  excep¬ 
tions  :  lome  fins  are  fo  dear  to  him,  that  he  will  by  no  means 
confent  to  part  with  them  ;  and  lome  duties  are  fo  difpleafing 
to  the  flefh,  that  lie  cannot  be  reconciled  to  them  at  any  rate  ; 
he  therefore  endeavours  either  to  fuit  his  opinion  to  his  incli¬ 
nation  by  perfuading  himfelf,  that  they  are  no  duties  ;  or,  if 
the  evidence  of  their  authority  is  too  llrong  to  be  evaded,  lie 
may  attempt  to  do  fbmething  like  them  in  a  cold  and  iuperficial 

manner  ;  but  the  things  themfelves  he  will  not  do.- - 

Whereas  the  godly  man  ‘‘etteems  all  God’s  commandments 
“  concerning  all  things  to  be  right,  and  hares,  with  a  perfect 
ei  hatred,  every  fa  lie  and  wicked  way.”  This  is  the  habitual 
language  of  his  foul  :  u  O  that  my  ways  were  dirr Idled  to  keep 
thy  (iatutes  ! - Show  me  thy  way,  O  Lord,  teach  me  thy 
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path,  lead  me  in  thy  truth,  .and  teach  me  ;  for  thou  art  the 
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God  of  my  falvation  ;  on  thee  do  I  wait  all  the  day. - - 

What  I  know  not,  teach  thou  me  :  it  I  have  done  iniquity, 
<t  i  will  do  fo  no  more*  Let  the  words  of  my  mojfith  and  die 
u  meditations  of  my  heart,  be  acceptable  in  thy  O  Lord, 

“  my  ftrength  and  my  Redeemer.” — “  His  delight  is  in  the 
“  law  of  his  God  and  inlteadof  complaining,  that  the  du¬ 
ties  required  of  him  are  many  or  burthenfome,  he  rather  re¬ 
joices,  that  he  is  furnilhed  with  fuch  a  variety  ol  means  and  oc- 
c  a  lions,  of  teftifying  his  gratitude  to  that  aimable  Sovereign, 
to  whom  he  hath  devoted  himfelf,  and  his  all.  Love  makes 
the  Redeemer’s  yoke  to  feel  eaiy,  and  his  burthen  light  :  and 
nothing  grieves  him  lo  much,  as  that  he  cannot  do  ail  that  he 
would,  in  acknowledment  of  thofe  manifold  ineftimable  la- 
vours  he  hath  already  received,  or  hopes  to  enjoy. 

Such  is  t he  godly  man and  after  this  manner  doth  godlinefs 
exert  its  power,  (m  calling  down  imaginations,  and  every  high 
u  thing  that  exalteth  itfelf  againfl  the  knowledge  of  God,  and 
“  bringing  every  thought,  word,  and  aflion,  into  lull  captivi- 
<s  ty  to  the  obedience  of  Chrift.” 

Here  then  let  me  intreat  you,  in  the  ferious  review  of  what 
hath  been  delivered  upon  this  branch  ef  the  iubjeid,  to  make  a 
fair  and c impartial  trial  of  yourfelves.  God  who  knoweth  all 
things,  is  already  acquainted  with  you  :  each  of  you  mull 
very  foon  be  acquainted  with  himfelf,  and  all  the  world  Ihall 
know  you  too  :  death  is  at  hand  *o  open  your  own  eyes,  and 
the  laft  judgment  fliall  publifh  your  real  character,  and  expofe  it 
to  the  vievv  of  angels  and  men  ;  fo  that,  upon  all  accounts 
it  isnecedary  that  you  be  early  and  thoroughly  allured  of  your 
condition-  If,  when  weighed  in  the  balance,  you  are  found 
wanting,  you  Ihall  have  this  advantage  by  the  difcovery,  that 
it  will  route  you  from  that  lethargy,  out  of  which  the  un¬ 
quenchable  fire  would  at  length  awaken  you  ;  and  powerfully 
incite  you  to  do  fomething  for  your  fafety,  ere  it  be  too  late: 
u  God’s  arm  is  not  fliortened  that  it  cannot  fave,  neither  is  his 
“  ear  heavy  that  jt  cannot  hear.”  The  Lord  Jefus  is  ftiil  as 
u  mighty  as  ever,  to  lave  unto  the  uttermoft  all  who  come 
te  unto  God  by  him  and  there  is  nothing  that  puts  you  fo 
far  out  of  the  road  of  his  mercy,  as  felf-deceit  and  orefumption 
do.  Let  your  cafe  be  everfo  bad  ;  yet,  if  you  are  truly  fen- 
lible  of  it,  and  apply  to  him  for  relief,  you  dial!  find  him,  at 
all  times,  ready  with  open  arms  to  receive  you  :  nay,  he  invites 
you  to  come  to  him  in  the  milaeft  terms  of condefcenfion  and 
grace  j  u  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy  la- 
“  den,  and  I  will  give  you  reft.”  bo  that  the  moft  compaf- 

fionate 
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fionate  and  friendly  office  that  a  minifbr  of  the  gofpel  can  per¬ 
form,  is  to  call  upon  Tinners  loudly  and  repeatedly,  “  to  ex¬ 
amine  and  prove  their  ownfelves,”  and  that  from  an  alarm¬ 
ing  fenfe  of  danger,  they  be  compelled,  by  a  happy  necef- 
fity,  to  flee  for  refuge  to  that  Almighty  Saviour,  who  alone 
can  deliver  than  from  the  wrath  to  come.  This  indeed  is  the 
principal  aim  of  my  difcourfe  ;  I  have  furnifhed  you  with  fe¬ 
deral  characters  of  true  godlinefs,  by  the  help  of  which  you 

may  difcover  whether  you  are  pofTefled  of  it  or  not. - Thefe 

I  now  leave  with 'you,  that  every  man’s  confcience  may  apply 
them  to  himfelf  in  particular,  and  pronounce  fentence  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  evidence  it  may  find  — - and  fhall  proceed  to  en¬ 

quire,  very  briefly,  in  the 

Second  place,  Whence  it  is,  that  any  who  deny  the  power 
of  god  line  Is,  fhould  fubmit  to  the  drudgery  of  maintaining  the 
form  of  it  ? 

With  refpedl  to  many,  it  may  be  faid,  that  they  appear  in  the 
form  of  godlinefs,  by  mere  accident ;  becaufe  it  happens  to  be 
in  repute  among  thofe  with  whom  they  converfe*  They  go 
to  church,  purely  becaufe  others  do  it  ;  they  obferve  an  out¬ 
ward  decorum  of  manners,  to  avoid  Angularity,  and  walk  the 
cuftomary  round  of  duties  from  a  natural  timidity,  or  perhaps 
civility  of  temper,  which  will  not  fuffer  them  to  do  any  thing 
that  may  be  /Locking  or  offenflve  to  their  friends  or  neighbours. 
Of  this  fort,  numbers  are  to  be  found  in  every  Chriftian  focie- 
ty  ;  they  want  boldnefs,  or  perhaps  invention,  to  become  ori¬ 
ginals,  by  ffriking  out  a  new  path  for  themfelves  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  they. go  along  with  the  multitude,  comply  with  the  pre¬ 
vailing  cuflom,  and  have  no  other  rule  bf  life  but  this  fhort 
convenient  one,  to  be  always  in  falhion,  and  to  do  what  [others 
are  doing  around  them. 

Ambition  may  be  confidered  as  another  fource  of  formality. 
Men  have  fagacity  enough  to  difcover,  that  reputation  is 
power  ;  and  that  the  more  a  perlon  is  cfteemed,  the  greater 
authority  and  influence  he  will  have  ;  and  therefore,  when 
religion  is  in  credit,  the  greatefl  enemies  to  the  power  of  godli¬ 
nefs,  often  betake  themfelves  to  its  outward  form,  which  they 
employ  as  a  ladder  for  helping  them  to  climb  into  a  higher 
place,  where,  with  greater  eafe,  they  may  poflefs  the  means  of 
gratifying  their  pride  and  lull  of  domination. 

It  lbmetimes  happens  too,  that  covetoufnefs,  or  the  love  of 
money,  hath  no  inconflderable  hand  in  making  men  alfuine 
the  form  of  godlinefs.  This  was  the  juft  reproach  of  the  Pha- 

rifses# 


rifees,  thofe  noted  formalifts  in  the  Jewifh  church  :  they 
abounded  in  wafhings,  and  in  many  bodily  aufterities  ;  but 
our  Saviour  hath  affured  us,  that  they  did  all  “  to  be  feen  of 
s<  men.”  They  were  mere  pretenders  to  devotion  ;  they 
lived  by  craft ,  and  ufed  the  forms  of  religion  merely  as  an  en¬ 
gine  for  drawing  the  eltates  of  widows  and  orphans  into  their 
own  hands,  that  under  the  truft  of  managing  them  for  their 
behoof,  they  might  the  more  fecurely  and  fuccefsfully  enrich 
themfelves  at  their  coft. 

The  two  lad,  are  defigning  formalifts,  who  know,  or  at 
lead  who  may  know,  that  they  are  hypocrites  ;  (hangers,  nay, 
enemies,  to  the  power  of  that  godlinefs  which  they  outwardly 
profefs  to  edeem  and  honour. 

But  there  arc  others  who  pradife  the  forms  of  religion  to 
quiet  and  pacify  a  natural  confidence  ;  and  do  fo  many  things, 
that,  in  appearance  at  lead,  they  are  not  far  from  the  kingdom 
of  God  :  but  dill  they  re  fid  the  fpirit  of  grace,  and  will  not 
■fubmit  to  the  power  of godlinefs*  Realbn  teacheth  them,  that 
as  their  being  is  derived  from  God,  fo  their  well-being  mud 
wholly  depend  upon  his  favour  j  and  revelation  proclaims,  in 
the  dionged  terms,  that  without  holinefs  no  man  fiall  fee  God* 
Hence  they  fee,  that  a  grofsly  wicked  and  profligate  courfe  of 
life,  would  at  once  cut  them  off  from  all  hope  of  happinefs ; 
and  as  they  cannot  bear  the  thoughts  of  being  eternally  mifera- 
ble,  .therefore  fome  thing  mud  be  done  in  the  mean  time,  to 
keep  the  garrifon  in  peace.  Were  they  prefen tly  to  conclude 
themfelves  in  a  date  of  condemnation,  their  fen funl  enjoyments 
would  immediately  lofe  their  relilh,  and  the  profped  of  future 
approaching  vengeance  would  embitter  and  poifon  every  com¬ 
fort  they  poffeis.  To  remedy  this,  they  advance  a  few  deps 
in  the  ways  of  godlinefs,  and  frame  a  religion  for  themfelves, 
eompofed  of  as  much  truth  and  duty  as  may  confid  with  their 
worldly  profperity  and  pie  a  lures  ;  which,  while  it  leaves  them 
fufficient  room  to  profecute  their  carnal  aims,  doth  at  the  fame 
time  lerve  for  a  iheatli  to  confcience,  to  keep  it  from  wounding 
them  when  they  are  bufied  in  the  brutiih  fervice  of  their  luffs? 
Prefent  eafe  is  what  they  chiefly  covet  ;  and  they  choefe  n© 
more  of  religion  than  ferves  that  purpofe. 

Thus,  have  I  endeavoured  to  Ihow,  whence  it  is,  that  men 
who  deny  the  power  of  godlinefs  fubmit  to  the  drudgery  of 
maintaining  the  form  thereof.  Some  do  it  to  impofe  upon  the 
world,  that  they  may  gratify  their  ambitious  or  covetous  de- 
fires  ;  and  others  do  it  to  impofe  upon  themfelves,  that  they 
may  not  be  “  tormented  before  the  timeW 

And 
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And  now,  let  me  addrefs  my  difcourfe  to  thofe,  who  from 
what  they  have  heard,  are  in  fome  meafure  convinced  that 

they  are  the  perfons  defcribed  in  this  paflage, - e<  How 

long,  O  ye  ions  of  men,  will  ye  love  vanity  ? - How 

long  will  yon  fpend  your  money  for  that  which  is  no: 
bread,  and  your  labour  for  that  which  cannot  profit  you  ?’* 
How  long  will  you  court  the  deceiving  fhadow  of  godliriefs, 
and  fly  from  the  fub fiance,  which  would  certainly  enrich  and 
fa vc  you?  The  prodigal’s  punifhment  is  your  choice  ;  you 
feed  upon  hulks,  when  there  is  bread  enough  in  your  father’s 
houfe,  and  to  fpare  ;  you  take  all  the  trouble  of  appearing  re« 
Ikrious,  and  ralte  none  of  the  comforts  that  religion  affords  : 
von  endure  all  the  fatigue  of  acting  a  conftrained  artificial  part 
before  men,  when,  by  yielding  to  the  power  of  godlinefs,  you 
might  with  lefs  labour,  and  infinite  delight,  become  the  very 
perfons  you  feign  yourfelves  to  be.  When  you  reject  the  truth 
and  reality  of  godlinefs ,  how  can  you  painfully  adhere  to  the 
form  of  it  ?  Or,  when  you  go  the  length  of  being  very  punc¬ 
tual  in  the  externals  of  religion,  why  do  you  not  go  a  little  far¬ 
ther,  and  ffudy  to  be  really  and  inwardly,  what  you  outward¬ 
ly  profefs-,  and  would  feem  to  be  ? 

Is  it  the  praife  of  men  that  you  covet  ?  This  at  beft,  is  but 
an  empty  fading  thing  ;  neither  can  you  be  fare  of  attaining 
it.  At  any  rate,  the  foundation  of  it  fliall  be  taken  away  at  the 
final  judgment,  when  every  difguife  fliall  be  flnpped  off,  and 
the  hidden  works  of  darkneis  fhall  be  brought  to  light.  Najr, 
God  may  detecb  your  bale  hypocrify  even  before  you  leave  this 
world  ;  fo  that  as  it  is  written.  Job-  xxvil.  23.  Men 
“  fhall  clap  their  hands  at  you,  and  hils  you  out  or  your  place,  * 
Is  it  riches  you  feek  by  your  leeming  religioufneis  ?  in  this 
like wile  you  may  be  dilappointed,  according  to  that  other 
threatening  denounced  againlt  the  hypocrite,  Job-  itXH-  ib. 
“  Though  he  heap  up  filver  as  the  dull,  and  prepare  raiment 
i(  as  the  clay  ;  he  may  prepare  it,  but  the  juft  fhall  put  it 

on,  and  the  innocent  “  fhall  divide  the  filver  ” - Befkles, 

4 6  Riches  profit  not  in  the  day  of  God’s  wrath  And  alter  all, 
What  is  the  hope  of  the  hypocrite  though  he  hath  gained, 
when  the  Lord  taketh  away  his  foul  ?  Can  the  rufh 
grow  up  without  mire  ?  can  the  flag  grow  without  water  ? 
While  it  is  yet  in  its  greenneis,  and  not  cut  clown,  it  with- 
ereth  before  any  other  herb.  So  are  the  paths  of  all  tnat 
forget  God,  and  the  hypocrite’s  hope  fliall  perifh  :  \\ho ft 
hope  fliali  be  cur.  off,  and  whofe  truft  fhall  he  as  a  lpider  s 

web.  He  fliall  lean  upon  his  houfe,  but  it  fliall  not 

ftand  ; 
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{land  ;  he  iliall  hold  it  fail,  but  u  it  (hall  not  endure 
And/  Oh  !  how  vain  is  that  hope,  which  iliall  “  perilh” 

at  the  very  time  when  enjoyment  is  expe&ed - Be 

awakened  then,  ye  lei  {-deceivers,  arid  know  that  your  for¬ 
mality,  like  the  harlot’s  paint,  is  only  a  lalfe  and  borrowed 
beauty,  wh#ch  Iliall  melt  away  when  you  diaw  ntm  dm  me  , 
and  however  you  may  now  hope,  while  under  the  tnreatenmgs 
of  God,  be  allured  that  you  lira'll  not  be  able  to  hope  when 
Under  the  execution  of  them  ;  defpair  Iliall  then  become  e(- 
featial  to  your  mifery — My  brethren,  a  dream  fo  tranfier.t,  fo 
momentary,  is  not  wortli  the  having  ;  tor  the  JLoid  s  lake 
then  awake  in  time,  repent  unfeignedly  of  your  pa  ft  hypoenfy 
and  “  give  no  fieep  to  your  eyes,  nor  dumber  to  your  eye- 
64  lids,’’  till  your  fouls  be  acquainted  with  the  power  of  god. 
li net's,  that  you  may  have  fomething  better  to  lean  upon  tnau 
delufive  forms,  when  all  earthly  props  lhall  Hide  from  beneath 
you  :  “  O  feekthe  Lord  while  he  is  yet  to  be  found,  and  call 

‘‘  upon  him  while  he  Is  near-’* 

But  there  are  finners  of  another  kind,  to  whom  this  fub- 
jed  leads  me  to  fpeak  ;  thofe  I  mean  who  have  not  to  much  as 

the  fotm  of  godlinefs. - ■ — ■ — You,  I  doubt  not,  have  got  a 

great  deal  to  fay  againft  hypocrites  ;  perhaps  too  you  are  very 
well  pieced  that  fo  much  has  been  Laid  to  expofe  them  in  ther 
courfe  of  this  fermon  :  and  now  you  exult  in  the  thought, 
that  fuch  a  hateful  denomination  cannot  be  applied  .to  you  ; 
if  you  are  not  godly,  yet  furely  you  are  honed  :  for  you  do 

not  pretend  to  be  godly*— - We  (hall  by  and  by,  examine 

your  hoafted  honeity  ;  in  the  mean  time,  it  deferves  your  fe- 
rious  confideraticun,  that,  by  your  own  coniedion,  you  are  in 
great  ineafnre  ufelefs  in  th£  world  ;  as  you  contribute  no¬ 
thing  either  to  the  glory  of  God,  or  to  the  fpiritual  improve¬ 
ment  of  yoUr  brethren  around  you. - Now,  here  the  tor* 

rnalift  hath  plainly  the  advantage  of  you  :  for  though  he  ne¬ 
glects  and  deftroys  his  own  foul  ;  vet  by  his  fair  outline,  and 
perhaps  by  the  exercife  of  his  gkts,  lie  may  recommend  re¬ 
ligion  to  the  efteem  and  choice  of  others;  like  the  iigm  pod, 
which,  though  it  hath  its  itation  without,  doth  nevertheiefs 
mark  the  door  to  ftrangers,  and  invite  them  into  the  houfe  : 
whereas  you  neither  enter  in  your  Lives,  nor  give  any  ambi¬ 
ance  to  others  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  do  much  to  dhccurape 
and  hinder  them*- - But  hone  ft  7,  you  lay,  is  the  qu.vl  ideation 
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you  chiefly  value,  and  you  are  confident  that  your, claim  to  tin 
is  unquestionable.. - -Not  fo  unqueftio-nable  as  you  ima¬ 
gine.  - - As  you  do  not  p  ruled  Acheilm,  you  mull  be  under 
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flood  to  acknowledge  the  being  of  a  God  ;  and  as  you  have 
no:  publicly  renounced  your  baptifm,  you  certainly  mean  to  pafs 
for  iffiriftians.  None  of  yon,  I  fuppofe,  are  willing  to  be  re¬ 
puted  the  enemies  of  God  and  of  (Thrift  j  on  the^  contrary, 
would  you  not  exclaim  againft  that  man  as  a  cenforious  male¬ 
volent  hypocrite,  who  fhould  venture  to  hint  the  remotefl  fuf- 
pjcion  of  this  kind  — And  now  wherein  doth  your  honefty  lie  ? 
You  vvould  oe  thought  to  love  God,  yet  you  live  in  open  con- 
tempt  of  his  authority,  while  you  with  hold  that  worlhip  and 

homage  which  are  due  to  him  :  is  this  honefty  ? - You  call 

yotirfelves  Chriftians,  yet  you  practically  reject  the  inflitutions 
of  Chriit,  and  call  his  mod  lacred  commandments  behind  your 
back  :  Is  that  to  be  honeft,  to  profefs  one  thing,  and  to  do  the 

contrary  ?- - This,  I  apprehend,  is  the  very  effence  of  hypo- 

pocrify  :  fo  that  if  you  hate  hypocrites,  you  are  bound  in  juf- 
tice  to  hate  yourfelves  ;  for  even  you  are  hypocrites  no  lefs 
than  the  farrnalift,  though  3-ou  are  not  commonly  branded  with 
tkat  opprobrious  title.  The  difference  betwixt  you  lies  chiefly 
in  this  :  The  formalifl  is  a  fort  of  bafhful  hypocrite,  who,  be- 
caule  he  cannot  deny  the  debt,  makes  a  Ihew  of  paying  part, 
and  would  be  thought  to  pay  the  whole  :  whereas,  the  profane 
who  retains  the  appellation  of  Cbrijlian ,  thouo-h  he 
pays  no  part  of  what  he  acknowledged!  to  be  due,  would 
neverthelels  be  reputed  an  honeft  man  5  and  therefore  he  too 
is  a  hypocrite  as'  well  as  the  oilier,  with  as  little  ferffe,  and 
with  much  lefs  rnodefly. 

I  inn  1 1  conclude  this  difeourfe  with  a  few  advices,  for  the 
hedp  of  thole  who  are  aiming  at  real  godline fs ,  and  would  not 
be  deceived  with  names  and  counterfeits. 

Lei  your  religion,  then,  my  dear  friends,  be  principally 
feated  in  the  heart;  and  never  reckon  that  you  are  poffeffed  of 
it,  fo  long  as  it  lodges  merely  in  the  underftanding.  Know¬ 
ledge  and  faith,  are  in  order  to  pratftice  ;  and  we  neither 
kno  w  nor  believe  to  any  good  purpofe,  unlefs  our  knowledge 
and  faith  influence  our  practice,  and  make  us  truly  better  men. 
lie  lure  to  live  upon  thegreat  fundamentals  of  religion,  and  let 
not  your  attention  to  thefe  be  diverted  by  an  intemperate  zeal 
about  Idler  things.  Place  not  your  religion  in  difputable 
points  and  ineffectual  opinions,  but  in  thole  weighty  matters 
of  the  law  and  gofpel,  which  .are  of  undoubted  importance, 
and  in  which  holy  men,  among  all  the  different  denominations 
of  Chriftians,  are  better  agreed  than  is  commonly  apprehend¬ 
ed.- - - —  Choofe  God  for  your  portion  and  felicity  ;  beware 

of  thinking,  that  any  thing  bdides  himfelf  is  neceflary  to  make 
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yon  happy  :  and  live  daily  upon  Chrift  Jefus,  as  the  only  Me¬ 
diator  by  whom  you  can  either  have  accefs  to  God,  6r  ac¬ 
ceptance  with  him— - Indulge  no  fin,  plead  for  no  infirmi¬ 

ty  ;  but  make  it  the  daily  bufinefs  of  your  lives,  u  to  mortify 
“  the  deeds  of  the  body,’7  and  “  to  crucify  the  flefh  with  it? 

“  affections  and  lulls.” - Walk  continually  as  in  the 

fight  of  a  holy,  juft,  and  heart- fearching  God;  and  ftudy  to 
be  the  fame  in  fecret  that  yon  wifii  to  appear  in  public — Reft: 
not  in  a  low  degree  of  holinefs,  but  love,  and  long,  and  ftrive 

for  the  higheft. - And  for  thefe  purpofes,  pray  without 

ceafing  for  thofe  promifed  influences  of  divine '  grace,  which 
alone  can  heal  your  difeafed  natures, and  carry  you  forward  from 
one  degree  or  holinefs  to  another,  till  being  ripened  for  glory, 
an  entrance  lhall  in  due  time  be  miniftered  unto  you  abundant¬ 
ly  into  the  everlafting  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus 
Chrift.  To  whom,  with  the  Father,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  be 
glory,  and  honour,  dominion  and  thankfgiving,  for  ever  and 
ev$r-  Awclu 
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Isaiah  liii*  3* 

He  is  de/p  fid  and  refitted  of  men • — He  ivas  defpifcd ,  and  w 

e  deemed  him  not* 


HAT  the  whole  of  this  chapter  relates  to  the 
Median,  is  fo  universally  acknowledged,  that  I need  not 
Spend  any  of  your  time  in  proving  it  :  and  wholoever  hath 
read  the  hiflory  of  our  Saviour's  life,  with  a  proper  degree  of 
attention,  cannot  fall  to  have  remarked  theexacl  accomplishment 
of  that  part  of  the  prophecy,  which  I  have  chafe n  for  the  iubjedt 

of  the  following  difcourfe.~ - “  Chrid  came  unto  his  own,  but 

“  his  own  received  him  not.’’  The  learned,  the  rich,  and  the 
mighty  among  the  Jews,  were  aimed  univerially  combined 
againd  him  :  the  mod  oppodte  parties,  the  Pharifees  and  the  $a- 
ducees,  united  their  endeavours  to  diferedit  Ins  doftrine  and 
million  :  he  was  condemned  by  the  fupteme  council  of  the  na* 
lion  as  an  iiTipoiVsi  «ii  id  blafphemer  ;  nay,  the  whole  body  of 
the  people  difowned  him  in  the  mod  public  and  contemptuous 
manner  before  Pontius  Pilate  the  Roman  governor,  crying  out 
as  with  one  voice,  u  Away  with  him,  away  with  him  !  u  cm- 
cify  him,  crucify  him  !**  Thus  was  he  defpifed  and  rejttted 
of  men,  in  the  days  of  his  humiliation,  to  which  the  prophet 
hi  ore  immediately  refers. 

Bat  as  the  Jews  are  not  the  only  people  chargeable  with 
this  crime  ;  as  Chrift  hath  been,  and  dill  is  defpifed  and  re - 
jetted  by  many,  even  by  many  of  thole  who  were  baptifed  into 
his  church,  and  are  called  by  his  name  ;  we  may  be  allowed  to 
confider  the  pr edition  in  my  text,  as  reaching  beyond  the  time 
of  our  Saviour’s  abode  on  this  earth,  and  looking  forward  to 
all  that  injurious  contempt,  which  in  aft  Ci  ages,  Ihould  be  cad 
upon  the  hlefied  Jefus,  by  pretended  friends,  as  well  as  by  open 
and  profefied  enemies. 

In  this  large  extent  I  fliall  st  prefent  take  the  liberty  to  dif- 
conrfe  upon  thefe  words.  And  my  dtfign  is, — Ftrji.  io  (hew 
in  what  refpe&s  it  may  Kill  be  laid  that  men  defpife  and  ,rcje£l 
the  Saviour  ;  md,~-JfC0iidly,  To  inquire,  whence  it  is  that  they 
do  jhis  i — After  which,  I  (hall  lay  before  you  the  heinous  na- 
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ture  of  their  guilt  •  and  direft  you  to  the  proper  improvement 
of  the  whole. 

I  begin  with  ffiowing  in  what  refpeCts  it  may  full  he  laid 

tha:  C Drift  is  defpifeel  and  rejected  of  men . 

True  it  is,  that  his  glorious  perlbn  is  no  more  exposed  to  the 
outrage  of  men.  That  body  which  was  u  fcom  tocd,  Luf 
“  fetted,”  44  fpit  upon,”  and  “  crucified/’  is  far  beyond  the 
reach  of  any  iuch  abuhve  treatment*  He  is  now  exalted  to 
his  Father’s  right  hand  ;  where  he  is  adored  and  w  or /flipped 
with  the  mod  lowly  reverence  by  all  the  heavenly  holt*  Hut 
yet  there  are  lome  other,  and  no  lets  criminal,  leipecds,  in  which 
he  is  hill  defpijed and  rejected  of  many*  — t  fpeak  no*,  neie  of 
thofe  baptized  infidels,  who  openly  “  deny,  the  Lord  that 
“  bought  them,”  and  traduce  the  whole  of  his  religion  as  z 
mere  human  contrivance  ; — neither  lliall  1  take  mucn  notice  of 
thofe  who,  while  they  profefs  a  general  regard  to  Chrift,  do, 
at  the  fame  time,  entertain  and  publiln  opinions  evidently  in- 
confident  with  a  real  efceem  of  him  :  though  it  cannot  oe  wool¬ 
ly  overlooked,  that  fuch  there  are  in  the  Chriffian  world 
fome  denying  his  divinity,  and  others  his  fatisfacfion  ; — fome 
difowning  the  neceflity,  and  others  the  virtue  and  efficacy  of 

his  grace*: - All  which  are  fo  many  different  ways  of  v’di- 

fvm <t  the  great  Redeemer,  and  detracting  from  his  true  honour 
and  dignity, — But,  paffing  tliefe,  my  defign  is,  to  Ihow,  that 
even  among  fuch  as  you,  my  brethren,  who  I  truft  are  not 
tainted  with  thefe  doctrinal  errors,  it  is  pollible  to  find  fome 
who  ungratefully  defpife  and  rejeB  the  Saviour*  May  God 
open  their  hearts  to  receive  conviction,  that  they  may  no  longer 
delude  themfelves  with  “  a  name  to  live,”  while  they  are 
spiritually  “  dead,”  and  liable  to  everlafting  deftruChon. 

In  general,  then,  all  who  are  grofsly  ignorant  of  the  reli¬ 
gion  of  jefus,  muff  neceffarily  be  reputed  defpifers  of  him  :  for 
as  the  means  of  acquiring  knowledge  are  lb  eafy,  and  the  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  receiving  inftruCfcion  fo  frequent,  it  mu  ft  be  owing  to 
fome  culpable  negleCl  of  their  own,  if  any  who  are  capable  ot 
learning  other  things,  be  unacquainted  with  the  great  doctrines 
of  Chriftianity  ;  and  this  neglect  too  plainly  betrays  a  contemp¬ 
tuous  difregard  of  Chriil  himfelf* 

More  particularly,  men  may  be  laid  to  defpife  Chrift,  when 
they  do  not  receive  him  as  their  alone  Saviour,  as  the  true,  the 
living,  nay,  the  only  way  to  the  Father — He  is  fet  forth  iij. 
Scripture  as  the  foie  mediator  between  God  and  man  ;  who,  by 

his  atoning  facrifice,  hath  fatisfied  divine  juiticc,  and  purchafed 
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the  Holy  Spirit  to  heal  our  difeafed  natures,  and  thereby  ren¬ 
der  us  meet  for  the  perfection  of  our  bappinefs,  in  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  that  God  who  cannot  behold  iniquity  :  fo  that  we  dp 
not  properly  exprefs  Our  eifeem  of  him,  unlefs  we  acknowledge 
him  in  that  important  character,  and  pay  to  him  thole  practical 
regards  which  it  claims.— — To  honour  him  is,  to  acquiefce, 
thankfully,  in  this  ordinance  of  God  for  redeeming  his  fallen 
creatures  ;  it  is,  to  renounce  all  hope  of  being  juflified  orfaved 
by  any  other  means,  and  to  rely  wholly  upon  the  facrifice  and 
interceffion  of  this  High  Prieft,  for  the  pardon  of  our  fins,  and 
the  acceptance  of  our  perfons  with  God  •  it  is,  to  apply  that 
blood  to  ourfelves  which  “  clean feth  from  all  fin,‘?  and  to  re¬ 
ceive  his  fpirit  to  dwell  within  u-s,  and  to  fway  the  fceptre  over 
alt  the  powers  and  faculties  of  our  fbuls - A  lawyer  is  honour¬ 

ed  when  men  employ  him,  and  commit  their  caufe  to  his  ma¬ 
nagement  ;  a  phyfician  is  honoured  when  men  apply  to  him  for 
advice,  and  ufe  his  prefcriptions  for  their  cure  In  like  man¬ 
ner,  the  great  Advocate  with  the  Father,  and  the  fovereign 
Phyfician  of  fouls,  is  honoured  not  when  men  talk  well  of  him, 
and  verbally  profefs  an  effeem  of  him,  but  when  they  actually 
commit  their  caufe  to  him,  and  place  their  entire  dependence 
upon  him  for  pardon  and  grace,  and  complete  falvation  ;  and 
they  that  come  fhort  of  this,  are  in  reality  no  other  than  def- 
pifers  of  Chrift  ;  and,  as  fucli,  lhall  be  difowned  by  him  at  his 
fecond  coming. 

Again,  Chi' if):  is  defgifcd  atid  rejected  of  men,  when  they 
practically  deny  his  authority,  by  breaking  his  commandments. 
We  are  expreisly  told,  **  that  all  power  is -committed  to  him  in 
u  heaven  and  on  earth  -for  God  hath  put  all  things  under 
u  his  feet,  and  given  him  to  be  head  over  all  things  for  the 
€i  church.’ 7  Now,  to  honour  him  in  this  character,  is  to  yield 
a  cheerful  and  unreferved  obedience  to  his  laws;  it  is  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  his  fovereignty  over  us,  and  his  property  in  us,  not 
only  as  our  Creator,  but  likewife  as  our  Redeemer,  who  hath 
bought  us  with  his  blood  ;  and  in  confequence  thereof,  to  glo¬ 
rify  him  both  with  our  bodies  and  cur  fpirits,  which  are  his. 
Therefore,  all  they  who  make  their  own  will  the  ride  of  their 
eonduCt,  who  do  not  refign  themfelves  entirely  to  the  difpofai 
and  government  of  this  King  of  Zion,  whatever  their  profefllon 
le,  they  certainly  defpife  and  rejeCt  him  ;  and  though  not  in 
words  perhaps,  yet  by  their  deeds  they  fay  with  the  rebellious 
Jews,  u  lVe  will  not  have  this  man  to  reign  over  usd'  “  Why 
•*  call  ye  me  Lord,  Lord/7  Paid  our  Saviour,  “  and  do  not  the 
**  tilings  which  1  fay  plainly  intimating,  that  all  outward 
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expreffions  of  efteem,  are  mere  hypoerily  and  empty  grimace 
'without  a  fincere  ami  unlimited  fabjedfcion  to  his  laws. 

Further,  men  dtfpife  Chrift,  when  they  do  not  give  him  the 
chief  room  in  their  hearts,  and  prefer  him  in  their  choice  to  eve. 
r y  thing  elfe.  The  language  of  a  true  difciple  is,  u  Whom 
“  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee  ?  and  there  is  none  upon  earth 
u  whom  I  defire  befides  thee.”  If  Chrift  be  not  efteemed  and 
loved  above  every  thing,  he  is  not  truly  elfeemed  or  loved  at 
all :  and  this  I  take  to  be  the  meaning  of  theft  ftrong  expref- 
lions,  v  2b  f  adv  man  come  to  me,  and  hate  not 

i(  his  father  and  mother,  and  wife  and  children,  and  brethren 
u  and  filters,  yea,  and  his  own  Ihe  alfo,  he  cannot  be  my  difci- 
“  pie.”  They  who  are  not  willing  to  pan  with  eafe  and  plea* 
fares,  with  riches  and  honours,  and  friends,  with  whatever  is 
dear  to  them  in  a  prefent  world,  nay,  with  life  itfelf,  for  Chrift  s 
fake,  plainly  difeover  that  they  have  no  juft  fenfe  of  his  worth 
and  excellence  :  They  who  do  not  prefer  him  to  the  whole 
world,  and  cannot  reft  in  his  love  as  a  fuffiaent  portion,  with¬ 
out  any  thing  elfe,  pretend  what  they  will,  they  do  not  truly 
efteem  him.  And,  to  conclude  this  head, 

They  too  muft  be  numbered  among  the  defpifers  of  Chrift 
who  do  not  publicly  confeft  him  before  men,  or  who  wilful Iv 
neglect  any  of  thole  ordinances  he  hath  inftituted,  as  the  me¬ 
thods  of  certifying  our  ihbjeriion  to  him,  and  the  means  of  re¬ 
ceiving  benefits  from  him.  I  really  do  not  fee  how  any  man 
can  be  faid  to  efteem  Chrift,  who  doth  not  embrace  every  pro¬ 
per  opportunity  of  converting  with  him,  or  of  hearing  tidings 
concerning  him  :  and,  in  particular,  the  habitual  neo-left  of  fo- 
cial  worfhip,  either  in  the  family  or  in  the  church,  hath  fuch  a 
ftrong  appearance  *of  eftrangement  and  d  if  regard,  that  it  is  hard 
for  me  to  conceive,  how  any  perfon  can  perfift  in  it,  who  doth 
not  in  his  heart  defpife  the  Saviour. 

Thus  have  f  endeavoured  to  fhew,  in  what  refpe&sit  may  be 
faid,  even  at  this  prefent  time,  that  Thrift  «  de fpi fed  and  re¬ 
jected  of  men • 

t. 

ft  he  caufes  of  this  contempt  are  the  fecond  thing  to  be  en- 
quiied  into.  And  I  apprehend— -  the  JirJl  and  main  caufe  of  this 
contempt  of  Chrift:  among  the  hearers  of  the  gofpel,  is  a  ferret 
Unbelief  which  they  are  not  awafe  of.  For  did  they  truly  i^c 
lieve  the  doftrine  concerning  the  Saviour  ;  —that  lie  only  “  is 
the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life  ;  and  that  no  man  corneth  ?> 
or  can  come,  “  to  the  Father,  but  by  him  that  he  is  God?d 

gloved  So n,  in  whom  lie  is  w§ft  pleated  and  that  without  an 
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interefl  in  him,  and  entire  (abjection  to  him,  they  cannot  be 
laved  ; — -it  would  be  impoffible  to  defpife  him  in  any  of  thefe 
ways  1  have  mentioned  ;  for  to  them  who  thus  believe,  Chrijl 
is ,  and  mult  be,  precious .  But  men  deceive  themfelves  :  they 
have  a  vague,  con  fa  fed,  and  indeterminate  opinion,  and  are 
a^cuftomed  to  fay  in  the  general,  that  the  Scriptures  arc  the 
word  of  God  ;  but  they  never  faw  the  evidence  of  their  truth 
in  fitch  a  light  as  to  be  thoroughly  perfuaded  ol  it*  They  think 
the  doctrines  contained  in  the  Chriftian  revelation  may  be  true  ; 
but  here  they  (top  ;  and  becaufe  they  are  not  downright  in¬ 
fidels,  they  fancy  themfelves  believers,  when  in  truth,  they  are 
not* 

'idly,  The  love  of  this  world  is  another  caufe  of  men’s  con¬ 
tempt  of  Chrilt,  and  of  his  gofpel.  They  can  afford  him  ho¬ 
nourable  tides,  and  external  homage  ;  but  to  follow  him  fully, 
will  not  con  (iff  with  their  worldly  defires  and  aims*  Such  was 
young  ruler,  who  addreffed  that  important  quefticn  to  our 
Saviour,  “  Good  mailer,  what  fh all  I  do  to  inherit  eternal 
“  life  Luke  xviii.  1 3*  Reappeared  thoughtful  and  (erious 
beyond  what  might  have  been  expected  from  his  age  and  rank  ; 
and  had  gone  an  uncommon  length,  in  an  outward  conformity 
to  the  law  :  but  when  our  Lord  commanded  him  “  to  fell  all, 
iC  and  give  to  the  poor,  he  was  fad  at  that  laying,  and  went 
0C  away  forrowful,  becaufe  he  had  large  poffeflions.”  Or  tins 
we  have  a  linking  illuflration  in  the  parable  of  the  marriage 
fupper,  which  is  recorded  in  the  2id  chapter  of  Matthew’s  gof¬ 
pel.  The  invitation  is  very  warm  and  prehing  at  the  4 th  verle  ; 
**  Behold,  I  have  prepared  my  dinner  :  my  oxen  and  rny  fat- 
<c  lings  are  killed,  and  all  things  are  ready  :  come  to  tne  mar- 
“  riage.”  But  it  follows  immediately,  “  They  made  light  ont? 
(i  and. went  their  ways,  one  to  his  farm,  another  to  ins  mei- 

chandize.”  This,  my  brethren,  dill  continues  to  be  a  very 

common  caufe  of  men’s  defpifmg  and  rejecting  Chrift*  They 

fee  the  world,  but  they. (ee  not  the  celel.ua!  glory  ;  tne  one  is 

prefen t ;  the  other  only  future,  and  therefore  too  remote  10 

work  upon  their  affections*  if  both  could  be  obtained,  they 

would,  no  doubt,  be  very  well  fatisfied ,  and  if  religion  and 

their  worldly  interetl  take  one  road,  they  will  be  ready  enough 

to  pay  the  compliment  to  our  Lord,  and  to  lay,  that  tnev  fol- 

jowhim:  but  when  thefe  feparate,  then  their  contempt  dilco- 

vers  itfelf  :  they  cleave  to  the  wond,  and  forlake  Chi  id. 

’•  Demas  hath  forfaken  me,”  Laid  Paul,  ‘‘having  loved  this 

\y  prefent  world.” _ So  true  is  that  laying  of  the  Apoit.e 

Tohn  (1  spifL  ii.  i  o)  “  If  any  man  love  the  world,  the  love 
r  v  1  J  v  of 
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?  the  Father/’  and  with  equal  reafon  we  may  add,  the  Love 
of  the  Redeemer,  (i  is  not  in  him*’’ 

A  third  caufe  of  this  contetfnot  is  men’s  ion  or  a  nee  of  their 
otfn  condition  :  like  the  church  of  the  Laddiceans,  they  boafr, 
that  they  are  rich,  and  mcreaied  with  goods,  and  Handing  in 
need  of  nothing  ;  and  know  not  that  they  are  wretched,  and 
‘c  mi fer able,  and  poor,  and  blind,  and  naked.77  Some  have 
fo  high  an  opinion  of  their  own  underdand'ng,  that  they 
fee  no  need  of  a  prophet  to  indraft  them.  Others  have  fuch 
low  thoughts  of  the  evil  of  fin,  add  fuch  a  conceit  of  their 
own  righteoufhefs  and  worth,  that  they  fee  as  little  need  of  a 
pried  to  expiate  their  guilt,  and  reconcile  them  to  God.  A 
third  fort  lay  fo  much  lire  is  on  their  unaihded  powers,  and 
the  efficacy  of  their  own  refolmions  and  endeavours,  that  a 
king  to  fubdue  them  by  his  grace  and  fpjrit,  appears  altogether 
fuperduoiiS.  Thus  Ghrid  is defpifed  throng!)  men’s  ignorance 
and  pride  :  unacquainted  with  their  date  of  darknefs,  guilt, 
and  corruption,  they  reject  him  who  comet h  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord  to  lave  them  ; — they  feel  not  their  difeafes,  end 
therefore  treat  the  phyfician  with  contempt  andfeorn.  Once 
more  in  the 

4 th  place,  Nbt  a  few  pour  contempt  upon  Chrid,  and  rejecl: 
Ills  offers  from  day  to  day,  from  an  opinion  that  they  may 
-obtain  his  aid  at  what  time  foever  they  lhall  choofe  to  afk  it. 

Thev  fay,  not  indeed  with  the  Atheifi> - u  Let  us  eat 

14  and  drink,  for  to  morrow  we  die  neither  do  they  fry 
with  the  grofs  Antinomian, — let  us  fin  without  fear,  feeing 
Chrid  hath  died  for  us,  and  is  therefore  determined  to  five  us 
at  any  rate.  But  they  lay  what  is  equally  abfurd,  Let  us 
take  a  full  draught  of  the  fweet  poifon  of  fin,  feeing  the  re¬ 
medy  is  fo  near  at  hand,  that  we  may  apply  it  when  we  pleafe. 
O  that  this  were  not  too  common  !  I  am  afraid  it  will  appear 
Upon  enquiry,  that  there  is  too,  too  much  of  this  vile  prefuujp- 
tion  in  our  hearts.  But  can  there  be  a  greater  di Honour  don,e 
to  Chrid ?  Mud  his  bloody  fina-rings,  and  unparalleled  love, 
fupport  our  rebellion,  and  embolden  its  to  fin  ?  Can  any  thing 

be  more  criminal  ? - -.But  this  I  (hall  have  occafion  to  {peak 

of  immediately  ;  and  lhall  only  lay  at  prefent,  that  thoufands, 
and  ten  thoufands,  have  peri  (lied,  who  once  had  the  remedy 
as  near  them  as  you  have,  and  who  alfo,  perhaps,  dreamed  of 
the  fame  facility  in  applying  it.  To  which  1  may  add,  that 
out  of  your  own  mouths  you  lhall  be  condemned  at  lad,  an  I 
(hall  find  nothing  to  plead  in  arreft  of  judgment,  when  God 
fi/al!  fay  to  you,  Why  did  you  not  repent,  and  believe  in  the 

Voi.  L  H  Saviour, 
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Saviour,  feeing  that  you  thought  it  io  eafy,  that  you  could 
do  it  when  you  plea  fed. 

O  that  men  were  wife  !  that  they  underdood  thele  things, 
and  would  confider*  in  this  day  of  their  merciful  vifitation, 
the  things  that  belong  to  their  peace,  before  they  be  for  ever 
hid  from  their  eyes  !  i  cannot  allow  mvfelf  to  think,  that  any 
of  you  are  already  acquainted  with  all  the  deformity  of  the  lm 
I  have  been  fpeaking  of ;  and  that,,  after  viewing  it  in  its  full 
dimenfiotiSp  you  are  perfectly  reconciled  to  it,  and  refolved  to 
perfift  in  it-  I  would  gladly  hope  that  this  is  not  the  cafe ; 
but  rather  that  thegre'at  enemy  of  your  happinefs  has  hitherto 
kept  you  in  the  dark,  and  in  great  mfeafure  cone  ealed  from 
you,  both  your  guilt  and  your  danger.  Perhaps,  to  this  mo¬ 
ment  you  have  never  ferioully  thought  upon  your  ways,  but 
blindly  followed  the  fafhion  of  the  world,  and  1  offered  your- 
felves  to  be  carried  along  with  the  crowd,  without  any  fuf- 
picion  that  you  are  chargeable  with  crimes  of  fuch  a  hellilh  na¬ 
ture,  as  are  included  in  defpiftng  and  rejetting  the  Saviour.  I 
fhall  therefore  proceed  in  the 


Third  place,  To  give  you  a  fliort  reprefen tation  of  the  malig¬ 
nity  of  this  fin  :  which,  if  duly  attended  to,  may  be  of  ufe 
to  diffolve  the  enchantment,  by  which  the  god  of  this  world 
hath  fo  long  blinded  your  eyes,  and  rendered  you  infenfible  to 
the  mifery  of  your  condition* 

Confider,  then,  that  to  dcfptfe  arid  rejett  luch  a  Saviour,  is 
the  blacked:  ingratitude  that  can  poffibly  be  imagined*  It  was  a 
cutting  queftion  that  Chrifl  put  to  the  Jews,  when  they  went 
about  to  kill  him  :  “  Many  goad  works  have  I  fhewed  you 
<f  from  my  Father,  for  which  of  thefe  works  do  ye  done 
*<  nie?” _ To  render  evil  for  good,  hatred  for  love,  is  ac¬ 

counted  mondrous  among  hien  ;  and  the  perfon  who  behaves 
in  fuch  a  manner  towards  his  fellow  creature,  isjudly  condemned 
and  abhorred  by  all  :  and  yet  the  mod  heinous  and  detettable 
itjftance  of  ingratitude  among  men  is  as  nothing,  when  com-* 
oared  with  your  ingratitude  towards  God*  Did  he,  without 
any  folici tation  from  you,  and  not  only  without,  but  even  con¬ 
trary  to  your  defert,  fend  his  own  Son  into  the  world  to  fav» 
you  ?  did  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrid,  “  the  brightnefs  of  the  Fa- 
«  thcr7s  glory,  and  the  exp  refs  image  of  his  perfon,”  affume 
your  nature  ;  become  a  man  of  foi  iows,  and  acquainted  \\n»i 
griefs;  lead  a  poor  afflified,  perfected  life;  and  at  lad  dier 
a  fhamefirl,  painful,  and  accurfed  death  ;  to  fatisfy  offended 

jultjce,  and  to  render  yuujr  happinefs  confident  with  the  ho¬ 
nour 
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nbur  of  the  divine  government  ? - And  is  this  your  re¬ 

quital  ? 

I  befeech you,  my  brethren,  to  bellow  fome  attention  upon 
this;  and  if  your  hearts  have  any  foftnefs  at  all,  fuch  unparal¬ 
lelled  bafenefs  cannot  fail  to  make  the  deepe#  impreflion  upon 
them.  Does  this  aftonilhing  undeferved  goodnels  merit  no  re¬ 
gard?  Doth  God’s  unfpeakable  gift  to  men  delerve  no  returns 
of  gratitude  and  praife  >  Shall  the  blood  of  Chrift  be  Hied  in 
vain,  nay,  trampled  under  foot,  as  an  unholy  thing  ?  Will  you 
“  crucify  the  Son  of  God  afreih  ”  and  lay,  by  your  negled 
of  his  great  falvation,  ((  Away  with  him  !  away  with  him 

we  have  u  loved  (Grangers,  and  alter  them  we  will  go  ?'7 - - 

Surely  you  cannot,  you  will  not,  pretend  to  juffify  this  conduct  : 
there  is  fomething  in  it,  lo  dilingenuous  and  perverfe,  fo 
lhocking  and  unnatural,  that  I  am  perfuaded,  when  you  at¬ 
tend  to  it,  you  muft  loathe  and  abhor  yourfelves  on  account 
of  it. 

But  this  is  not  the  whole  of  your  guilt  :  Your  ingratitude  is 
heightened  by  the  raoft  info  lent  contempt  both  of  the  wifdom 
and  goodneft  of  God-  You  charge  God  with  folly,  when  you 
reject  the  terms  of  the  gofpel  covenant  :  for  your  behaviour 
plainly  implies  one  of  the  following  accufations  ;  either  that 
this  method  of  falvation  is  unnecelfary,  and  that  God  from  all 
eternity  hath  employed  his  counfels  about  a  needlefs  affair  ; 
orelfe  that  it  is  ineffectual,  and  that  the  perfon  whom  God  hath 
chofen  to  execute  this  defign,  is  not  worthy  to  be  depended 
upon  ;  or  that  the  terms  propofed  are  fo  rigorous  and  levere, 
that  a  wife  man  would  rather  choofe  to  perilh  than  fubmit  to 
them. — Thus  doff  thou  arraign  thy  God,  O  finner  !  — -r — And 
art  thou  able  to  make  good  thy  charge  ?  Doff  thou  hope  to  pre¬ 
vail  in  the  day  when  God  fhall  plead  with  thee  ? 

Nay, further,  by  defpijing  and  rejecting  Chriff,  you  openly 
proclaim  war  againff  the  Moft  High,  and  bid  him  defiance. — 
He  hath**  fet  his  King  upon  his  holy  hill  of  Zion,”  and  <c  put 
1Ci  all  things  under  his  feet  he  hath  ordained,  by  an  irrever¬ 
sible  decree,  that  “  all  men  fhould  honour  the  Son,  even  as 

they  honour  the  Father  he  hath  publifhed  to  the  world, 
that  there  is  no  other  name  given  among  men,  by  which  they 
canbefaved,  but  the  name  of  Jefus;  that  this  glorious  medi¬ 
ator.  is  conftituted  the  final  judge  of  mankind  ;  and  that  they 
who  dp  not  bow  to  the  fceptre  of  his  grace,  fhall  be  dafhec!  in 
pieces  with  his  rod  of  iron,  in  that  day  when  he  fhall  be  re¬ 
vealed  from  heaven,  with  his  mighty  angels,  in  flaming  fire,  to 
take  vengeance  gpon  thofe  who  knew  not  God*  and  obeyed  not 
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this  gofpel  which  we  now  preach  to  you  : - And  yet  in  the 

face  of  all  thefe  declarations,  you-  proudly  lay,  by  your  cou- 
duft,  “  We  will  not  have  this  man  to  reign  over  us;”  vve 
neither  fear  his  power,  nor  court  his  grace,  but  are  determined 
to  ltand  on  our  own  defence. 

Such,  my  brethren,  is  the  malignity  of  your  fin  ;  it  includes 
the  blackeli  ingratitude,  heightened  by  the  moft  info-lent  con¬ 
tempt,  nay,  an  open  defiance  of  the  omnipotent  God  ;  reject¬ 
ing  his  offered  mercy,  and  daring  him  to  execute  all  the  rio-our 

of  his  j Liflice. - 1  do  not  mean,  that  you  are  at  prefent 

confcious  of  this  complicated  impiety^  1  rather  fuppofe,  that 
you  are  ftartled  when  you  hear  it  mentioned,  and  are  readv  to 
reply  as  Hazael  did  to  Elifha,  u  Is  thy  fervant  a  deg  that  ne 
te  fhould  do  thefe  things  But  be  allured,  all  I  have  now  laid 
mail  be  made  good  againft  you  atlaff,  if  you  continue  todefpife 
and  reieCI  the  Saviour  :  and  the  greatefi  mercy  that  can  befal 
you  in  the  mean  time,  i,«,  to  get  thofe  eyes  opened  which  Sa¬ 
tan  hath  fo  long  clofed,  that  you  may  fee  and  abhor  your  guilt 
in  this  matter.  O  be  exhorted,  then,  deliberately  to  weigh  the 
reprefentaiion  1  have  given  you  !  and  think  what  muff  become 
of  you  if  you  go  out  of  this  world  with  fuph  a  dreadful  load 
of  guilt  as  I  have  endeavoured  to  clefcribe. 

By  this  time  you  mult  all  fee  your  concern  in  this  fubjedi. 
I  have  told  you,  that  it  is  poffible,  even  among  inch  as  you, 
who  attend  upon  ordinances,  and  profefs  a  general  efteem  of 
Chrift,  to  find  defpifers  and  rejecters  of  him  :  I  have  men¬ 
tioned  fun  dry  iolhntes  of  contempt,  which  perfons,  who  are 
neither  Jews  nor  infidels,  but  who  call,  and  even  think  them- 
felves,  the  difciples  of  Jcfus,  *may  be  guilty  of  ;  and  you  have 
juft  now  heard  the  heinous  nature,  and  the  high  aggravations 
of  this  fin  ;  fo  that,  you  fee,  they  are  no  trivial  matters  I  have 
been  talking  of,  but  matters  which  infinitely  concern  the  whole 

Chriftian  world,  and  yourfelves  in  particular.- - 1  now  come 

to  point  out  the  improvement,  which  I  humbly  w-ifl?,  and  fer¬ 
vently  pray,  that  every  one  of  you,  my  dear  friends  and 
brethren,  would  make  of  this  fubjedfc. 

I  would  have  you,  then,  as  the  beft  and  moft  neceffary  im¬ 
provement  of  all  that  you  have  heard,  to  enter  immediately  into 
your  o  wu  hearts,  and  make  an  impartial  inquiry  into  your 
efteem  of  Chrift,  according  to  the  marks  I  formerly  gave  you. 
O  beware  of  felf-deceii  in  this  trial  1— You  may  weep  at^the 
hi  ft  or  y  of  his  fufforings,  when  you  read  or  hear  how  bavbarouf- 
Jv  he  was  treated  by  the  Jews ;  and  yet  you  may  rejcB  him  — 
You  may  feel  feme  emotions  of  gratitude  and  joy,  when  you 
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hear  of  the  greatnefs  of  his  love,  and  the  value  of  his  purchafe, 

and  yet  perifh  for  defpifing  him - You  may.,  under  alarms  of 

confcience,  feel  flrong  deiires  after  him  to  lave  you  from  the 
wrath  of  God,  and,  cfter  all,  be  heart  enemies  to  him — Nay, 
you  may  be  zealous  reprovers  of  others  for  defpifing  Ohriii, 
$nd  paint  the  deformity  of  this  (in  in  ftronger  colours  than  f 
have  been  able  tq  do  ;  but,  alas!  if  you  have  no  better  evi¬ 
dence  for  proving  your  eiieeni  of  him, — your  preient  truft  is  no 
better  than  “.the  fpider’s  web/’  aijd  your  hope,  in  the  time  of 
yonr  greatefl  need,  fhal!  be  as  “  the  giving  up  of  the  ghoft.” 
In  Ihort,  your  efleorn  of  Chrift  muff  be  greater  than  your  ef- 
teern  of  all  the  profits,  and  pleafares,  and  honours,  of  this 
world  ;  and  you  mull  manifeft  this  efteem,  by  a  cordial  accep¬ 
tance  of  him,  and  an  intire  fubjeftion  to  him  ;  otherwise  you 
fhall  be  condemned  at  laft,  as  perfons  who  have  defpifed  axd 
rejected  this  great  Redeemer. 

Thus,  my  brethren,  have  I  held  up  the  glafs,  fn  which  if 
you  are  not  wilfully  blind,  you  may  behold  your  true  picture  :  — 
and  if  you  have  attended,  and  fullered  confcience  to  do  its  of¬ 
fice,  fame  of  you,  I  am  perluaded,  mull  be  convinced,  that  you 
are  the  perfons  who  have  hitherto  defpifed  arid  rejeBed  the  Sa« 
viour  ;  and  therefore  it  is  time  for  me  to  alk,  What  is  your 
preient  refolution  ?  Is  this  a  ft  ate  to  he  continued  in  ?  Would 
any  of  you,  if  left  to  your  own  choice,  be  willing  to  be  found 
in  this  condition  at  laft  ? — —Brethren,  this  is  a  ferious  queftion, 
and  ought  not  to  be  {lightly  palled  over  :  The  Lord  Jefus  now 
waiteth  upon  you  for  an  anfwer  ^ — but  remember,  that  ere 
long  you  muft  wait  upon  him  for  a  doom  :  As  therefore  yc *1 
would  be  found  of  him  in  peace,  come  now  to  a  fpeedy  and 
firm  determination — You  have  defpifed  him  too  long  already  ; 
O  do  not  add  this  farther  inftance  of  contempt,  to  hefnate, 
while  I  now  plead  with  you,  whether  or  no  you  fhould  this  mo¬ 
ment  renounce  all  his  competitors,  and  give  him  the  chief  room 
in  your  heart — May  I  hope  you  are  refolved  ?  Happy  you, 
thrice  happy,  if  you  be  fo  !  Now  you  begin  to  live,  your  for¬ 
mer  unworthy  behaviour  {hall  all  be  forgiven  ;  and  that  com- 
paflionate  Redeemer,  who  procured  {’paring  mercy  for  you  even 
when  you  defpifed  him,  and,  by  his  gracious  interpofition,  hath 
l<ept  you  alive  till  this  hour,  will  not  rejedfc  your  penitent  be-* 
lieving  louls,  but  will  accept  your  efleem  and  love,  though  late  ; 
and,  in  return,  will  bellow  upon  you  all  the  enriching  benefits 
of  his  purchafe.  But  if  airy  of  you  fhall  juftify  your  former 
contempt,  and  refolve  to  per  lift  in  it, — l  mull  declare  the  righ¬ 
teous  fen  ten  ce  of  God  j  and  I  fhall  do  it  in  the  words  of  John 


the  Baptift,  (J ohn  iii.  36.)  u  He  that  believeth  not  the  Son, 

“  fhall  not  fee  life  ;  but  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him.” 

% 

Let  my  counfel  therefore  be  acceptable  unto  you  ;  5eek“  the 
4i  Lord  while  he  yet  to  be.  found,  and  call  upon  him  while  he> 

tc  is  near. - Kifs  the  Son,  left  he  be  angry,  and  ye  perilh 

“  from  the  way  :  for  if  once  his  wrath  be  kindled  but  a  little, 
“  then  fhall  it  be  found  that  they,”  and  th*y  only,  44  are  blef- 
fed,  who  put  t&eir  truft  in  hint.” 
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Now  we  know,  that  what  things  Jo  ever  the  law  faith,  it  faith 
to  them  who  are  under  the  law  ;  that  every  mouth  may  he 
flopped,  and  all  the  world  may  become  guilty  before  God • 

THE  great  defign  of  this  epiftle,  is  to  lead  men  to  Chrift, 
as  the  only  refuge  for  perilhiug  finners :  and  becaufe  none 
will  value  a  remedy,  bur  they  who  feel  their  difeafe,  and  wifli 
for  health,  ihe.  Apoftle,  therefore,  in  the  two  foregoing  chap¬ 
ters,  examines  the  condition  both  of  Gentiles  and  Jews  ;  under 
which  denominations,  the  whole  pofterity  of  Adam  are  included  ; 
and  proves,  by  plain  undeniable  facfts,  that  all,  without  excep¬ 
tion,  are  guilty  before  God,  and  confequently,  that  all  ftand 

in  need  of  a  Saviour. - -In  the  verfes  immediately  preceding 

my  text,  he  brings  feveral  quotations  from  the  Old  Teftamenc 
writings,  which  give  a  very  ftrong  and  melancholy  reprefenta- 

tion  of  the  corruption  and  depravity  of  the  human  kind - — 

But  left  the  Jews  ftiould  alledge,  that  thefe,  and  other  paflages 
of  the  like  nature,  were  only  defcriptive  of  the  Gentile  nations', 
and  could  not  juftly  be  extended  to  them,  whom  God  hadcho- 
fen  from  the  reft  cf  the  world,  and  fet  apart  for  himlelf  as  his 
peculiar  inheritance  ;  he  judged  it  proper  to  remind  them, 
that  the  facred  books-,  from  which  he  had  taken  the  above  de- 
fc  rip  tion,  were  primarily  addreffed  to  the  Jews,  and  defigned 
for  their  inftruftion  and  ufe  :  We  fobow,  fays  he,  that  what 
things  foever  the  law  faith ,  it  faith  to  them  who  are  under  the 
law  ;  confequently  thefe  quotations,  which  are  all  exprefsly 
contained  in  the  law,  may  and  ought  to  he  confidered  as  a  juft 
reprefentation  of  the  (late  of  thole  to  whom  that  law  or  reve¬ 
lation  was  given.  And  he  further  adds,  that  they  were  infer  t- 
ed  in  fcripture  for  this  very  purpofe,  that  the  plea  or  innocence 
being  taken  away  from  the  Jews  as  well  as  from  the  Gentiles, 
every  mouth  might  be  flopped,  and  thus  all  the  world  might  be¬ 
come  guilty  before  God .  From  which  words,  as  they  ftand 
connected  with  the  Apoftle’s  realoning,  we.  learn,  in  the 
Firjl  place,  That  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  bring  men  to  a 
proper  feufe  and  acknowledgment  of  their  guilt  and  mifery. 

I  hope 
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I  hope  none  will  be  io  unrea  Ton  able  as  to  require  a  laboured 
proof  of  this  obfer.vation  ;  for  you  will  eafily;  perceive,  that  I 
can  have  no  other  witneftes  to  produce  but  yourfelves.  I  af¬ 
firm,  that  it  is  fo,  upon  the  authority  of  fcripture  ;  and  can  only 

appeal  to  your  own  hearts  for  the  truth  of  it-- - Belides,  none 

will  deny  this  who  are  aheady  convinced  of  their  omilt  and 
mifery  :  for  this  is  an  eflential  property  of  real  conviction,  that 
the  deeper  it  is,  it  renders  the  perfon  kill  more  fehfible  of  the 
natural  harclnefs  of  his  heart,  io  that  nothing  grieves  him  1*6 
much,  as  that  he  cannot  grieve  more  for  (inning  again  ft  God  ; 
And  they' who  are  of  an  oppofite  chara&er,  who  boaft,  “  That 


**  they  are  rich,  and  incrfcafed  with  goods,  and  (landing  in  need 
u  of  nothing  f  ’  fuch  psrfons,  I  fay,  prove  the  truth  of  this 
obfervation,  by  demanding  a  proof  of  it,  and  are  themfelves 
examples  of  the  thing  they  deny,. 

I  know  it  is  an  eafy  matter  to  bring  m£n  to  a  general  ac-. 
knowledgrnent  that  they  are  (inners-  Many  are  ready  enough 
to  cOnfefs  this  much,  who,  at  the  fame  time,  have  a  very  good 
opinion  of  their  (late  :  for  though  they  cannot  lay  claim  to 
per  fed!  innocence,  yet  they  look  upon  their  guilt  as  a  very  tri¬ 
vial  thing,  and  imagine,  that  their  vices  are  more  than  over¬ 
balanced  by  the  virtues  they  are  poflafled  of  ;  and  thus44  be- 
“  ing  ignorant  of  Gad’s  righteoufnefs,”  or  of  that  righteoufnefs 
which  is  neceffary.  to  juftify  a  (inner  in  the  fight  of  God, 
44  they  go  about  to  eftablifh  their  own  righteoufnefs,  and  will 
*4  not  fubrnit  themfelves  unto  the righteoulnefs  of  God.” 

Pride  is  the  hereditary  difeafe  or  our  natures  :  we  derive  it 
from  our  fir(t  parents  ;  and  though  it  be  ftibdued  in  all  who 
are  fantftified,  yet  ft  ill  it  lives  within  them*  and  is  always  the 
laft  part  of  the  old  man  that  dies.  Nay,  it  is  apt  to  grow  up¬ 
on  the  ruins  of  other  fins,  as  we  fee  in  that  noted  inftance  of 
.the  Phardee,  who,  under4  the  foecioUs  pretext  of  thanking 
God  for  Ids  grace,  went  up  into  the  temple,  merely  to  give  vent 
to  his  felf-admiration  :  “  God,”  lacl  he,  44  I  thank  thee,  that 
44  I  am  not  as  other  men  are,  extortioner  unjuft,,  adulterers  j 

<4  I  fad  twice  a- week.  I  pay  tithes  of  all  that  i  poitefs.” - 

What  lie  laid  might  he  true  ;  nay,  our  Lord  fecrils  plainly, 
to  admit  that  it  was  fo  :  yet  he  tells  us,  that  this  vain  glorious 
creature  carried  nothing  away  with  him  but  his  felf  conceit; 
lie  returned  to  his  own  houfe  without  the  bleding  of  God  : 
•4  For  every  one  that  exalteth  himfelf,  lhall  be  abafed  ; 
*4  whereas  he  that  humbleth  himfelf  (hall  be  exalted.” 

This,  -  my  brethren,  is  one  main  caufe  why  the  preaching  eft 

the  o-ofpel  hath  fo  little  alfcft.  Could  we  bring:  men  to  a  fenfe 
°  1  of 
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of  tlieir  guile  and  mifery,  they  would  gladly  liften  to  the  tid¬ 
ings  of  a  Saviour.  Bbt  this  is  difficult  work  indeed.  We 
can  fcarcely  perfiiade  the  irloft  profligate  wretch  to  think  him- 
fglf  in  danger,  till  God  lay  his  hand  upon  him,  and  let  death 
before  his  eyes.  Judge,  then,  how  hard  a  talk  it  mull  be,  to 
convince  the  more  dole  and  referved  (inner  !  who  probably 
has  got  beneath  him  forne  empty  forms  of  duty,  upon  which 
hp  leans,  and  confidently  prefumes  that  all  lhall  be  well  with 
Jinn.  ... 

I  have  frequently  obfervdd,  that  no  fermons  are  fo  taftelefs 
to  many  hearers,  as  thofe  which  treat  of  the  Saviour  :  they 
ban  liften  to  other  fribjedts ;  but  when  we  talk  of  Jefus  Clinic, 
and  of  that  great  falvalion  <(  which  angels  delire  to  look  in- 
to/’  they  difmifs  their  attention,  and  perhaps  make  a  fhift 
to  deep  in  their  feats  ;  when,  God  knows,  were  they  aware 
of  the  thoufandth  part  of  their  danger,  they  would  find  it  dif¬ 
ficult  enough  to  deep  on  their  beds.  Did  we  fealiy  fee  our  (elves 
in  a  juft  light,  could  we  cli veil  ourfelves,  for  a  little,  of  our 
pi^ide  and  prejudice,  till  we  got  one  ferious  and  impartial  view 
of  our  natural  condition,  this  would  render  a  Saviour  fo  ne- 
ceffary,  that  we  Ihould  never  be  at  reft  till  we  had  fecured  his 
friendfhip  :  But,  as  our  Lord  himfelf  hath  told  us,  “  they  that 
c<  are  whole  have  no  need  of  the  phyfician,  But  they  that  are 
<<  bek,”  I  lhall  therefore  proceed  to  lliew  in  the 

Second  place,  That  all  men,  without  exception,  are  guilty 
before  God  ;  and  that  whoever  attends  to  the  Scriptures  of 
truth,  or  gives  ear  to  the  teftiniony  of  his  own  confcience, 
niayfoon  difeover  fuch  plain  convincing  evidence  of  guilt,  as 
is  fufficient  to  ftop  his  mouth,  and  to  render  him  Ipeechlels  and 

felf-condemned  in  the  pretence  of  a  juft  and  holy  God - - — - 

This  propofitionis  perfectly  confident  with  the  former  :  for  the 
difficulty  of  bringing  men  to  a  right  fenfe  and  acknowledg¬ 
ment  df  their  guilt  and  inifery^  doth  not  arife  from  any 
want  of  evidence,  but  is  purely  owing  to  their  ovvi)  inatten¬ 
tion  and  pride :  the  fad  truth  is  clear  as  noon-day  ;  but  they 
fliut.their  eyes  and  will  not  fee  it. 

As  the  teftiniony  of  Scripture  is  full  arid  explicit,  io  the  ffiort 
abftraft  contained  in  the  following  verles,  fpeaks  upon  this 
head  with  the  utmoft  poffible  prdciuon.  u  I  here  is  none 
u  righteous,  no  not  one  :  there  is  none  that  underltandeth, 
u  there  is  none  that  feeketh  after  God.  They  are  all  gone  out 
of  the  way,,  they  are  together  become  unprofitable,  there 
a  none  that  doth  good,  no  not  one.  Their  throat  is  an  open 
VoL  I.  '  i  “  fejjulchre  ; 


66 


SERMON  VI. 


4  4  iepukhrt  ;  with  their  tongues  they  have  ufed  deceit  ;  tht 

poifon.  of  afps  is  under  their  lips;  whole  mouth  is  full  of 
“  curling  ai  d  bitternefs.  Their  feet  are  fwift  to  Hied  blood. 

Deftrudion  and  mifery  are  in  their  ways  :  and  the  way  of 
“  peace  have  they  not  known-  There  is  no  fear  of  God  be- 
Xi  fore  their  eyes.”  And  thefe  things,  the  Apoflle  informs  us, 
were  wfitren,  not  merely  to  hop  the  mouths  of  fome  notori¬ 
ous  offenders,  who  proclaim  their  fins  as  Sodom,  and  hide 
them  not  :  but,  that  evtty  ?nouih  might  he  flopped^  and  all  the 
*uuorld  heco?ne  guilty  before  Go-d •  Accordingly,  at  the  23d 
verfe  of  this  chapter,  he  concludes  upon  the  whole  evidence 
in  the  following  words  :  44  For  all  have  finned,  and  come  fhort 
*6  of  the  glory  of  God.” 

This  truth  hath  been  attefted  by  the  moft  eminent  faints  that 
1  ever  lived  upon  e^rth.  44  Behold  I  was  fliapen  in  iniquity, ” 
faid  David,  44  and  in  (in  did  my  mother  conceive  me  And 
therefore  he  pleads  in  another  place,  44  Enter  not  into  judg- 
“  ment  with  thy  fervant,  O  Lord  ;  for  in  thy  fight  fliall  no 
**  man  living  be  jultifled.” — 44  We  are  all  as  an  unclean  thing,” 
faid  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  “  and  all  our  righteoufnefles  are  as 
44  filthy  rags ;  and  we  all  do  fads  as  a  leaf,  and  our  iniquities, 

44  like  the  wind,  have  carried  us  away-” - -Neither  have 

the  faints  under  the  New-Teltament  difpenfation  been  any 
whit  behind  them  in  penitent  acknowledgments  of  their  guilt. 
Paul  ftyles  himfelf  44  the  chief  of  finners  and  thebeloved 
difciple  declares,  in  expire fs  terms,  that  all  pretenfions  to  inno¬ 
cence  are  not  only  falfe,  but  blafpheinous  :  44  If  we  fay  that  we 
44  have  no  fin,  we  deceive  ourfelves,  and  the  truth  is  not  iii 

“  us.”- - ‘-Nay,  4‘  if  we  fay  that  we  have  not  finned,  we 

44  make  God  a  liar,  and  his  word  is  not  in  us.”  i*  John •  1. 

9* 

This  further  appears  from  the  Various  kinds  of  mifery  which 
abound  in  the  world,  efpecialljr  death,  from  which  none  of 
Adam’s  pofterity,  are  exempted-  Thefe  do  necelfarily  fuppofe 
guilt  ;  for  it  is  not  agreeable  to  the  juflice  of  God  to  afflict 

and  punifli  innocent  creatures— - Now,  this  mean  of  con- 

vidion  is  fo  plain  and  obvious,  that  a  man  mud:  do  great  vio¬ 
lence  to  his  reafon,  before  he  can  refill  the  evidence  it  affords. 
Gooduefs  andjultice  are  attributes  which  are  uriiverfally  con¬ 
sidered  as  inoll  elfential  to  the  Supreme  Being;  and  yet  it  is 
impoflible  to  account  for  the  prefen t  calamitous  Hate  of  man¬ 
kind,  in  a  eonfiftency  with  thefe  perfedions,  upon  any  other 
fuppofition  than  this^  that 44  all  have  finned, ”  and  thereby  incur¬ 
red  his  righteous  difpieafure. - So  that  you  fee  there  is  no 

penury 
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penury  of  wltneffes  upon  this  head*  The  Scriptures  exprefsly 
declare,  that  all  are  dinners  ; — the  mod  eminent  faints  under 
both  difpenfations  have  atteded  the  truth  of  this  aifertipn  ; — . 
and  the  many  awful  tokens  of  the  divine  difpleafure,  which 
we  daily  behold  and  *  feel,  render  it  abfurd  to  fuppole  the 
contrary. 

But  there  is  yet  another  witnefs  behind,  whofe  teflimony  can 
be  liable  to  no  objection  ;  a  witnefs  which  every  man  will  find 
within  his  own  bread  ;  I  nman,  conJciencey  to  which  I  now  ap¬ 
peal  for  the  truth  ot  this  matter.  And  here  I  ill  all  renew  the 
quedion  which  Solomon  propofed  many  ages  ago  :  u  Who  car* 
“  lay  I  have  made  my  heart  clean,  I  am  pure  from  my  fins  ? 
Can  you  difcover  nothing  ainifs  in  your  temper  and  practice  ? 
Do  they  in  all  points  agree  with  the  rule  of  God’s  word  ?  Dare 
any  of  you  appeal  to  the  jullice  of  God  for  acquittance  ?  and 
claim  happinefs  as  the  due  reward  of  your  obedience  ?  Sajq 
O  man  !  had  thou  no  need  at  all  of  pardoning  mercy  ?  Wilt 
thou  give  it  under  thy  hand,  that  thou  lhalt  never  plead  the 
merits  of  a  Saviour  for  thy  judification  ?  that  at  the  hour  of 
death,  or  in  the  day  of  judgment,  thou  lhalt  never  once  im¬ 
plore  his  help,  nor  cry  for  mercy,  but  ftand  upon  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  thy  perfonal  rightebulnefs  before  his  impartial  tribunal  ? 

* - Or  rather,  my  brethren,  are  you  not  confcious  of  innumer^ 

able  indances  of  guilt,  wherein  you  have  aided  in  direfl;  oppo- 
fition,  not  only  to  the  written  law,  but  to  the  inward  fenfeand 
authority  of  your  own  minds  ;  doing  what  ye  knew  was  dif- 
plealing  to  God  ? — -r-And  that,  not  by  the  mere  force  of  hid¬ 
den  temptation,  but  coolly  and  deliberately,  in  the  face  of  thole 
arguments  which  ought  in  ajl  jeafon  to  have  redrained  you 

from  them  ? - 1  think  1  may  venture  to  affirm,  that  there  is 

not  one  perfon  here  prefent  who  is  not  able  to  recoiled:  fever&i 
indances  of  this  kind  :  And  if  our  own  blind  and  partial  hearts 
do  now  condemn  us,  alas  !  how  ffiall  we  judify  ourfelves  at  the 
bar  of  that  God  “  who  is  greater  than  our  hearts,  and  kuovyeth 

all  things  r?” - This  leads  me  to  pbferve,  in  the 


Third  place,  That  one  great  end  of  the  law  is  to  humble  the 
pride  of  men  ;  that,  from  a  conviction  of  their  guilty  and  mi- 
leriible  eftate  by  nature,  they  may,  as  it  were,  be  compelled,  by 
a  happy  neceffity,  to  flee  for  relief  to  the  gofpel-methpd  of  fal- 
v^tion  through  Chrifl. 

This  important  truth  is  dire&’y  a  Her  ted  by  the  Apoftle  in  my 
text,  and  frequently  repeated  in  other  parts  of  his  writings. 
Nay,  the  principle  dope  of  this  epiftle  is,  to  call  off  the  Jews 
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from  any  dependence  upon  their  own  righteoufnefs,  by  giving 
them  a  fair  representation  of  the  fpirituality,  extent,  and  ri¬ 
gour  of  the  law  ;  that  finding  them'felves  unable  either  to  an- 
fwer  its  demands  or  to  endure  its  curfe,  they  might  thankfully 
embrace  the  Lord  Jefiis  Chrift,  who  is  indeed  u  the  end  oi  the 
i(  law  for  righteoufnefs  to  every  one  that  believeth." — And  the 
fubferviency  of  the  law  to  the  gofpel,  or  the  ufe  of  the  law 
to  lead  men  to  the  Saviour,  will  evidently  appear,  if  we  con- 
fider, 

That  the  law  demands  nothing  lefs  tha»  a  perfect  unfinning 
obediepcq  to  all  its  precepts  ;  it  makes  no  manner  of  allowance 
for  the  infirmipes  of  men  ;  for  “  whofoever  fliall  keep  the 
“  whole  law,  and  yet  offend  in  one  point, V  in  the  eye  of  the 
Lawigiver,  “  is  guilty  of  all-’  it  declares  what  is  due  to  God 
from  his  creatures,  and  infills  upon  the  payment  or  it  even  to 
the  ut  term  off  farthing*  In  the  law,  ffridliy  confidered,  there 
is  no  provifion  or  promife  of  pardon  to  the  guilty  :  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  it  denounces  condemnation  and  wrath  againff  all  tranf- 
greffors  of  what  kind  loever  j  for  thus  it  is  written,  4<  Curled 
a  is  every  one  who  continueth  not  in  all  things  which  are  writ- 
«  ten  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them.5'  It  is  not  enough  to 
do  fame  things  which  are  commanded  5  we  muff  do  them  all : 
Nor  is  it  even  fufficient  that  we  do  all  things  for  a  featon  ;  we 
muff  alfo  continue  in  them,  q;herwife  we  forfeit  the  divine 
frier  dihip,  and  become  liable  to  the  wrath  qf  an  infinitely  juft 
an d  omnipotent  Gcdf  This  is  the  genuine  voice  of  the  law, 
J)o  and  live  ;  “  but  the  foul  that  finneth  ihall  furely  die.”  It 
knoweth'  no  middle  fentence  between  thefe'  two  it  doth  not 
whifper  one  word  of  mercy  5  but  the  fmalleff  deviation  fubjecl^ 
the  tran fgreffor  to  the  juftice  of  God,  and  to  all  the  fatal  effects 
of  his  indignation,  both  in  this  life  and  in  that  which  is  to 

COTNow,  this  being  the  cafe,  it  is  eafy  todifcern  the  fubferviency 
of  the  law  to  the  gofpel  5  or,  in  other  words,  the  ufe  of  the 
law  to  lead  men  to  the  Saviour.  The  law  diicovers  fin,  and  at 
the  fame  time  demands  an  unfinning  obedience  :  None  of  us  can 
plead  innocence,  and  the  law  admits  of  no  excule  for  guilt  y 
nay,  it  is  not  only  filent  as  to  thedoftrine  of  forgivenels,  which 
mioht  leave  feme  room  for  conjecture  and  hope,  but  in  plain 
and  awful  words  pronounces  the  fentence  of  death,  and  dooms 
to  irremediable  punifhment  all  the  workers  of  iniquity  without 
exception,  Thus  the  (inner  is  “  bound  hand  and  foot/'  as  it 
were,  “  and  pff  into  prifon  Its  month  is  flopped,  and  no- 

thine  remains  for  him,  but  either  to  continue  in  niifeiy,  and 
6  '  ‘  bear 
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bear  the  curfe  of  God  for  ever  ;  or  elfe  to  appeal  from  the  law 
to  the  gofpel,  and  to  claim  the  benefit  of  that  indemnity  which 
phrifl  hath  purchafecj  with  his  blood,  and  freely  offers  to  all 
who,  condemning  themfelves,  and  renouncing  their  own  righ- 

teoul'nefs,  fiee  to  him  as  their  hope  and  city  of  refuge. - -From 

all  which  we  may  conclude,  in  the 

Fourih  and  (aft  place,  That  every  apologifing  finner,  who 
opens  his  mouth  in  his  own  vindication,  doth  impioufly  give 
God  the  lie  and  exclude  himfelf  from  the  offers  of  his  mercy 
and  grace  ;  whereas  the  humble  felf  condemning  (inner  lies, 
fo  to'fpeak,  in  the  very  road  qf  mercy,  and  fhall  through  faith 
in  Chrift  Jefus  obtain  falvation  with  eternal  glcry. 

This  inference  is  fo  juft  and  obvious,  that  it  lcarcely  needs' 
any  illultrationf  For  if  “  all  are  finners  and  if  this  be  one 
great  end  of  the  law,  to  bring  men  to  a  fenfe  and  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  their  guilt,  that  they  may'  be  compelled  to  flee  to  Chrift 
Jefus  for  relief  ; — what  foolifh,  felf-deftroying  creatures  niuft 
thofe  be,  who,  in  defpite  of  the  cleared;  evidence,  and  in  flat 
contradiction  to  the  only  method  of  deliverance  and  hope,  will 
offer  to  babble  in  their  own  defence  — What  can  you  pro- 
pofe  by  this  cpndutft,  O  fjnners  !  God  puts  it  to  your  choice,  as 
it  were,  in  what  court  you  will  be  tried,  whether  you  will 
plead  at  the  tribunal  of  juftice,  or  of  mercy  ?  If  you  penitently 
acknowledge  your  guilt,  and  cry  for  mercy  through  the  great 
Mediator,  he  is  infinitely  more  willing  tobeftow  it  upon  you,  th&n 
you  can  be  to  a  Ik  it  of  him  ; — But  if  you  proudly  infill  in  your 
own  vindication  ;  if  you  extenuate  your  guilt,  or  depend  upon 
any  thing  in  yourfelves  for  pardon  and  acceptance,  you  thereby" 
incur  the  rigour  of  the  law,  you  <c  Hi  a  1 1  have  judgment  with- 
“  out  mercy,”  and  “  Jefus  Chrift  cai^  profit  you  nothing*” 

Be  perfuaded,  then,  my  dear  friends,  as.  the  proper  improve¬ 
ment  or  all  that  has  been  laid,  “  to  humble  yourfelves  prefently 
“  under  the  mighty  hand  of  God,  that  you  may  be  exalted  in 

due  time.”  See  and  acknowledge  your  guilt  and  unworthi- 
nefs,  that  you  may  not  be  finally  Condemned  with  the  world  ; 
and  beg  of  God,  that  he  may  fearch  and  try  you,  and  make  you 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  your  real  condition  ; — that  finding 
yourfelves  wretched  and  uiiferable,  and  poor,  and  blind,  and 
u  naked,”  you  may  repair,  without  delay,  to  that  all-fufEcient 
Saviour,  “  whole,  blood  cleanfcth  from  all  fin,”  and  “  who  is 
“  made  of  God  unto  all  who  believe  on  him,  wifdom,  and  rfgh- 

feoufnefs,  and  fanctifleation,  apd  redemption*” 

As, 
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As  for  you  upon  whom  the  law  hafh  already  had  its  effect, 
who  are  weary  and  heavy  laden  with  the  burthen  of  fin  ;  be  not 
difcouraged  ;  the  feeds  of  conlolation  are  fown  in  your 
grief*,  this nveeping  night  (ball  ere  long  be  fucceeded  by  a  joy¬ 
ful  morning  :  ?, nd  “  upon  you  who’’  thus“  fear  his  name, 
“  (hall  the  Son  of  righteoufnefs”  fhortly  “  arile  with  healing 
cc  in  his  wings  For  this  gracious  temper  is  the  peculiar 
work  of  the  Spirit  of  God  is'  he  who  brings  that  light 

into  the  foul,  whereby  its  natural  deformity  isfeen  ;  it  is  he  who 
eafts  down  thofe  proud  imaginations  which  exalt  themfelres 
again#  God,  and  hide  from  the  finner  his  poverty  and  wretch- 
e.dtiefs  :  and  it  is  this  divine  fpiri.t  who,  by  the  miniftry  of  the 
la  w,  removes  thofe  lalfe  grounds  of  hope  upon  which  the  (in¬ 
ner  was  acchftomed  to  lean,  and  obligeth  him  to  afk  that  inter  * 

efting  queftion,  “  What  ihall  I  do  to  be  faved  - As  John  the 

jBaptifFprepared  the  way  for  Chrifl’s  public  appearance,  by  rou- 
f:ug  the  world  with  the  do&rine  of  repentance  ;  in  like  man¬ 
ner,  (he  Holy  Spirit  prepares  the  heart  for  the  reception  of  the 
fame  glorious  Redeemer,  by  fuch  painful  and  humbling  convic¬ 
tions,  as  render  him  both  fteceflayy  and  deferable  to  the  ioul  : 
And  therefore  it  ought  to  be  matter  of  joy  and  tnankfulnefs  to 
the  (inner,  when  God  fmites  his  heart  with  a  fenfe  of  (in  ;  ot 
fuch  ficknefs,  it  may  truly  be  laid,  u  This  ficknefs  is  not  unto 
“  death,  but  fpr  the  glory  of  God.”  Hereby,  as  it  were,  he 
difiodges  his  enflmies,  $nd  empties  the  foul  of  every  other 
that  he  may  come  and  fill  it  with  his  own  gracious  pre- 

o  '  * 

fence. 

Lift  up  vour  heads,  then,  O  trembling  (loners  !  look  for¬ 
ward  but  a  very  little  way,  and  you  may  lee  to  the  end  of  that 
dark  valley,  through  which  you  are  now  palling.  This  road 
became  neceflary  alter  man’s  apodaly  ;  and  it  is  the  kindnefs, 
not  the  anger,  of  your  heavenly  father,  that  hath  brought 
you  unto  it.  Had  your  deii  ruction  been  pleating  to  him,  he 
would  have  fufFered  you  to  walk  without  difturbance,  in  the 
broad  way  that  leads  to  deflruftion  :  but  by  alarming  youi  feais, 
he  plainly  intends  to  prevent  your  ruin  ;  and  the  prefent  tafle 
he  hath  given  you  of  the  bitterncis  of  fin,  is  gracioufly  meant 
to  divorce  your  hearts  from  the  love  of  it,  and  to  render  tne 
remedy  which  lie  offers  more  weicome  and  piecious  in  your 

eiieein _ _ _ For  let  it  be  okferved,  as  a  further  ground  of 

encouragement,  that  the  gofpel-call  is  particularly  addiefTed  to 
perfons  of  this  character  :  “  Come  unto  me, 9  fays  the  blefFed 
Jefus,  “  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will 

-  trive  you  refT”  And  herein  he  exatfly  fulfils  the  appoint 

b  J  meut 
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tnent  of  his  Father^  and  adts  in  the  moft  perfect  conformity  to 
the  comfriiffion  he  received  from  him  ;  of  which  ve  have 

fair  copy.  Ifaiah  ixi - At  the  beginning  :  4k  The  fpirin  c 

the  Lord  God  is  upon  me,  becaufe  the  Lord  hath  anointed 
“  rr)c  t0  preach  good  ridings  to  the  meek,  he  hath  fent  me  to 
“  kind  UP  fhe  broken-hearted,  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  cap- 
u  tives>  and  the  opening  of  the  prifon  to  them  that  are  bourfd.5’ 
From  this  paffage,  it  plainly  appears,  that  humble  convinced 
fouls,  are  his  peculiar  charge  :  he  is  the  phylician,  not  of  the 
whole,  but  of  the  hck;  not  of  thole  that  jultify  thfemfelvesj 
hut  of  thofe  who  are  perilhing  in  their  own  appiehenfion,  who 
feel  their  need  of  him,  and  know  fomcthing  of  the  worth 
of  that  fa  1  vat  ion  winch  he  brings- 

Let  every  humble  firmer,  then,  take  comfort  from  thefe 
confiderations-  God  knovveth  the  penitent  relentings  of  your 
hearts :  Behold,  he  Hands,  like  the  father  in  the  parable 
lu  etching  forth  his  arms  to  every  prodigal  fon  !  he  regilters 
all  your  groans,  “  he  putteth  your  tears  into  his  bottle,”  and 
ere  iong,  “  he  will  give  you  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning,  and 
the  garment  of  praife  for  your  prelent  fpirit  of  heavinefs.” 
In  the  mean  time,  let  me  recommend  to  you  the  folio  wine  di- 
reckons,  with  which  I  fliali  conclude. 

Beware  of  furthering  or  quenching  your  convictions.  I 

arrn),r^r’  but  they  are  alfo  medicinal  ;  and  by 
ne  b.e  Eng  of  God,  lball  ilfue  in  that  repentance  unto  falva- 
non,  which  is  not  to  be  repented  of:  whereas,  if  you  ftifle 
them  at  prelent  your  hearts  may  contra#  a  hardnels  and  in- 
le  nubility,  which,  if  ever  it  lie  cured  at  all,  Ih  all  colt  you  more 

hnacrine^  than  you  P^fently  feel,  or  indeed  can  eafil y 

t~> 


««r^nftthe  fa r‘ i  timr’  beware  of  dravving  defperate  conclufions 
aga  nft  yourfelves  from  the  difcoveries  you  have  got  of  your 

guitan  *anger>  Iniay  juftly  fay  to  you,  what  the  Apoftle 

<.a'i  ln  ar  v  Ca'e’  ■“  ^dourn  not  l‘ke  thofe  who  have  “  no 
•  °Ur  ca^e?  ^ad  as  ^  may  leem,  is  certainly  better 
an  once  it  was.  Formerly  yon  were  out  of  the  way  of  mer- 

the  TlIftTf  God  Very  F!h  where  me«y  meets 

anv  nrnmif,  ,  '  l£  was  then  Y0111'  fll»  t°  prefume  beyond 

y  ,  ‘  ’  >eware  now  of  tlefpairing,  againft  many  com- 

niands;  but  amtdft  all your  fears  and  anodes,  ftdl  endel 
vour  to  keep  hope  alive  in  your  hearts. 

n  ■[’  ^aden  t0  the  Saviour,,  who  alone  can  give  you 

reit.  1  his  is  the  great  errand  upon  which  convictions  are  fent  • 
tor,  as  have  already  obfefved,  the  law  is  our  fchoolmafter  to 

bring: 
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brine  us  to  Chrift,-“  who  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  right e- 
<>  oufnefs  to  every  one  that  believeth.’  - — Doth  the  Loid 
Tefus  appear  precious  to  your  fouls  ?  (Jo  you  fee  your  abfolute 
,,eed  of  him,  and  his  perfect  fuitablenefs  to  your  arcumftances  ? 
O  then  fpeedily  have  re.coUrfe  to  him,  and  receive  him  thank, 
fully  as  the  “  unfpeakable  gift  of  God  to  men  !”  Embrace  )•  ml 
cordially  in  .all  the  important  characters  he  liiltains,  as  t..e  Pro¬ 
phet,  the  Prieft,  and  the  King,  of  his  church  ;  and  then  inall 
you  find,  to  your  prelent  comfort,  and  your  everlaft.ng  joy, 
tint  he  is  both  “  able  and  willing  to  lave  to  toe  uUertnou,  ah 

Who  come  unto  God  by  him.*’  Amen-  • 


Sermon 
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M  A  TTH  £  W  XI.  28. 

Conte  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour ,  and  are  heavy  laden >  arid  I 

will  give  yon  rejl. 

TT  was  prophefied  of  oilr  Lord,  long  before  his  maniieftntioa 
in  the  fiefh,  that  he  {hould  “  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives, 
u  and  the  opening  of  the  prifon  to  them  that  are  bound 
And  !o  !  here  he  doth  it,  in  the  kindeft  and  moil  endearing 
manner,  offering  I'tfl,  or  fpi ritual  relief,  to  every  labouring , 
or  heavy  laden  finne-r. - Vome  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour 


and  are  heavy  laden ,  and  I  will  give  you  red 

In  difcouriing  from  which  words,  I  propofe,  in  dependence 
upon  divine  aid, 

Firft,  To  open  the  cbara&er  of  thofe  to  whom  the  invita. 
tion  is  add  relied  : 

Secondly ,  To  explain  the  invitation  itfelf,  and  (hew  what  is 
included  in  coming  to  C  hr  iff  :  After  which  I  (hall  endeavour, 
in  the  * 

¥hird  place,  To  illuftrate  the  gracious  condefcending  pro- 
mife  with  which  our  Lord  enforces  the  call :  1  will  give y*t i  rejl* 

I  begin  with  the  character  of  thole  to  whom  the  invitation 
is  addre0ed»  They  are  inch,  you  fee,  as  labour  and  are 
heavy  laden;  that  is,  who  feel  the  unfupportable  load  of  guilt, 
and  the  galling  fetters  of  corrupt  affe&ions,  and  earneiily  kryg 
to  be  delivered  from  both  ;  for  thefe  were  the  perfons  whom 
our  Saviour  always  regarded  as  the  peculiar  objeds  of  his  at. 
tention  and  care.  By  our  fatal  apolfacy,  we  forfeited  at 
once  oUr  innocence  and  our  happinels  ;  we  became  doubly 
niiferable,  liable  to  the  julfice  of  God,  and  (laves  to  Satan  and 
Our  own  corruptions.  But  few,  comparatively  fpeaking,  are 
fenfible  of  thismifefy  !  The  bulk  of  mankind  are  Jb  hot  m  the 
purfuit  of  peri&ing.  trifles,  that  they  can  find  no  leifure  ferfe 
Oully  to  examine  their  lpiritual-  condition.  Thefe  indeed  have 
a  load  upon  them,  of  weight  more  than  fuflicient  to  (ink  them 
into  perdition  ;  but  they  are  not  heavy  laden  in  tine  lenfe*  of 
my  text.  Our  Saviour  plainly  fpeaks  to  thofe  who  feel  their 
burden  and  are  groaning  under  it  ;  orherwife  the  promiie  uf 
reH  ,  or  deliverance,  could  be  no  inducement  to  brin<r  them  to 
*  K  him. 


him.  And  the  call  is  particularly  addreffed  to  fuch,  for  two 
obvious  re  a  fo  ns  : 

Firjl ,  Becaule  our  Lord  knew  well  that  none  elfe  would 
comply  with  it.  “  The  full  foul  loathes  the  honey-comb.” 
Such  is  the  pride  of  our  hearts,  that  each  of  us  would  wilh  to 
be  a  faviour  to  himfelf,  and  to  purchafe  heaven  by  his  own 
perfonal  merit-  This  was  the  “  rock  of  offence”  upon  which 
die  Jews  {tumbled  and  fell  :  they  could  not  bear  the  thought 
of  being  indebted  to  the  righteoufneis  of  another  for  pardon 
and  acceptance  whh  God;  for  fo  the  Apoftle  teflifies  concern¬ 
ing  them,  (Rom -  x*  3.  44  Being  ignorant  of  God’s  righte- 

*•  oufnels,  they  went  about  to  eftablifh  their  own  righteouf- 
u  nefs.  and  did  not  fubrnit  themfelves  unto  the  righteoufnefs 
i£  of  God.”  And  ftill  this  method  of  juflifying  finnersisop- 
pofed  and  rejected  by  every  44  natural  man-”  He  feels  not  his 
difeafe,  and  therefore  treats  the  phyfleian  with  contempt  and 
{'corn:  whereas  the  foul  that  is  enlightened  by  the  Spirit  of 
God,  and  aw  akened  to  a  fen fe  of  its  guilt  and  pollution,  lies 
proflrate  before  the  mercy  feat,  crying  out  with  Paul  when 
{truck  to  the  ground,  “  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?!? 
It  was  therefore  with  peculiar  fignificancy,  that  our  Lord  in¬ 
troduced  his  fermon  upon  the  mount  bv  adjudging  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  to  the  44  poor  in  fpirit,”  placing  humility  in  the 
front  of  all  the  other  graces,  as  being  the  entrance  into  a  re¬ 
ligious  temper,  the  beginning  of  the  divine  life,  the  fir  11  {fop 
of  the  foul  in  its  return  to  God* 

2 dly,  The  labouring  and  heavy  laden  are  particularly  dif- 
tinguilbed,  becaufe  other  wife,  perfons  in  that  fituation,  hope- 
leis  of  relief,  might  be  in  danger  of  excluding  themfelves 
from  the  offer  of  mercy.  If  there  was  only  a  general  call  to 
come  to  the  Saviour,  the  humble  convinced  foul,  preffeddowa 
with  a  fenle  of  its  guilt  and  depravity,  might  be  ready  to  ob¬ 
ject,  furely  it  cannot  be  fuch  a  worthlefs  and  wicked  creature  as 
I  am,  to  whom  the  Lord  direrts  his  invitation.  And  there¬ 
fore/  he  “  who  will  not  break  the  bruifed  reed,  nor  quench 
“  the  fmoaking  flax,”  doth  kindly  encourage  them  by  this 
fpecial  addrefs, °that  the  very  thing  which  to  themfelves  would 
appear  the  greateft  'obflacle  in  the  way  of  mercy,  might  be¬ 
come  the  means  of  alluring  them,  that  they  are  the  very  per¬ 
fons  for  whom  mercy  is  prepared.  , 

Let  this  then  encourage  every  weary  felf-condemning  (in¬ 
ner  :  The  greater  your  guilt  appears  in  your  own  eye,  the 
greater  ground  you  have  to  expert  relief  if  you  apply  for  ir- 

Me  icy  looks  for  nothing  but  au  afferting  tenfe  of  the  need  of 

mercy. 


cr~ 
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mercy.  Say  not,  if  my  burthen  were  of  a  lefler  weight,  I 
might  hope  to  be  delivered  from  it;  for  no  burthen  is  too  heavy 
for  Omnipotence  :  he  who  is  “  mighty  to  fave,”  can  ealily 
remove  the  moft  opprellive  load  ;  his  blood  “cleanfeth  from  all 
“  fin,”  and  “  by  him  all  who  believe,  are  juftiifed  from  all 

“  things. - .This  great  phyfician  did  not  come  to  heal 

io me  flight  diftempers,  but  to  cure  thofe  inveterate  plagues> 
which  none  befides  himfelf  was  able  to  cure.  Whatever  your  dif- 
eaie  be,  it  fhall  neither  reproach  his  lkdl  non  his  power  ;  and 
all  that  he  requires  on  your  part,  is  a  fubniiifive  temper  to  uie 
the  means  he  prefcribes,  with  a  firm  reliance  upon  their  vir¬ 
tue  and  efficacy.  If  you  are  truly  convinced,  that  your  guilt  is 
fo  great,  and  your  corruptions  fo  ftrong,  that  none  in  heaven 
or  in  earth,  can  fave  you  from  them  but  Chrifl  alone  :  if  you 
3ie  groaning  under  the  burthen  of  fin,  and  can  find  no  reft  till 
pardoning  mercy  and  fan&ifying  grace  bring  you  relief ;  then 
sre  you  in  the  very  pofture  which  my  text  defcribes  ;  knd  I 
may  warrantably  fay  unto  you  what  Martha  faid  to  Mary, 
ik  Anfe  quickly,  the  Mafter  is  come,  and  calleth  for  thee*’’ — 
And  this  is  his  call,  Come  unto  me.  Which  is  the 

Second  thing  I  propofed  to  explain.  Now,  for  underftand* 
jog  this,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  remind  you  of  the  different 
characters  which  our  Lord  fuftains  ;  or,  in  other  words,  the 
important  offices  which  he  executes  as  our  Redeemer*  Thele, 
you  know,  are  three,  to  wit,  the  offices  of  a  Prophet,  of  a  Prieft, 
and  of  a  King;  in  each  of  which  the  Lord  Jefus  muft  be 
diftinftly  regarded  by  every  foul  that  comes  to  him.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  you  may  obferve,  that  in  this  gracious  invitation, 
he  exhibits  himfelf  to  our  view  in  all  thefe  chara&ers  ;  for  to 
the  condelcending  offer  of  removing  our  guilt,  he  immediately 
annexes  the  command,  u  Take  my  yoke  Upon  you,  and  learn 
66  of  me.” 

Such  is  our  mifery  by  the  fall,  that  we  are  not  only  become 
the  objects  of  Ggd's  righteous  difplealure,  and  liable  to  that 
awful-  punifhmcnt  which  was  the  penalty  of  the  firft  covenant, 
but  our  nature  is  wholly  difeafed  and  con\ipted  ;  fo  that  “  in 
“  us,  in  our  fleffi,  dwelleth  no  good  thing.’’  Our  underhand- 
ing  is  darkened,  filled  with  prejudices  againft  the  truth,  and 
incapable  of  difcerning  fpiritual  obje&s.  s  “  For  the  natural 
“  man  receiveth  not  the  things  ol  the  Spirit  ol  God,  they  3 re 
“  fooliffinefs  to  him  ;  neither  can  he  know  them,  becaufe  they, 

#re  fpirituallv  diicerned.”  Our  will  is  ftubborn\^nd  rebelli* 
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ous,  like  an  u  iron  Anew,”  which  no  force  can  bend  ;  fo  in. 
hexihle  in  its  oppolition  to  the  divine  law,  that  it  is  called  in 
Scripture  “  enmity  againft  God  and  all  onr  affections  are 
wild  and  ungovernable,  deaf  to  the  voice  of  reafon  and  con- 
fcience,  in  perpetual  difcord  among  themfelves,  and  wholly  ali¬ 
enated  from  God,  in  whom  alone  thev  Ihould  unite  and  centre. 
Such  a  Saviour,  therefore,  was  neceffary  for  our  relief,  as 
could  effectually  remedy  all  thofe  evils,  and  not  only  redeem  us 
from  wrath,  but  likewife  prepare  us  for  happinefs,  by  refioring 
bur  nature  to  that  original  perfection  from  which  it  hadffallen* 
For  this  end  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  that  he  might  be  in  all 
refpedts  fyrnilhed  for  his  great  undertaking,  was  lolemniy  in- 
vefted  by  his  heavenly  Father,  with  each  of  the  important  of* 
faces  i  have  named  ;  that  our  underftanding  being  enlighten¬ 
ed  by  his  divine  teaching,  and  our  will  fubdued  by  his  regal 
power,  wc  might  be  capable  of  enjoying  the  fruits  of  that  par¬ 
don,  which,  as  our  great  High  Prielt,  he  hath  purchafed  with 

his  .blood - Now,  in  ail  thefe  chara&ers,  the  Scriptures* 

propole  him  to  our  faith  ;  and  we  do  not  comply  with  the  in¬ 
vitation  in  my  text,  unlefs  we  come  to  him  for  the  proper 
work  of  each  office,  and  embrace  him  in  the  full  extent  of  hfs 
coramiflion  :  that  “  ol  God  he  niay  be  made  unto  us,  wii- 
dam,  and  righteoufnefs,  and  fa  notification,  and  redemption. 

•It  is  true  indeed,  that  the  foul,  in  its  far  ft  approach  to  Chrift, 
doth  principally  regard  him  as  a  prieft  ora  lacrihce  j  and 
therefore  faith,  as  it  is  employed  for  justification,  or  pardon,  is 
emphatically  filled,  Faith  in  his  blood .  To  this  Qod  looks 
when  he  juflifies  the  firmer  ;  he  views  him  as  fprinkled  with 
the  blood  of  atonement  ;  and  therefore,  to  the  lame  blood 
the  firmer  muft  neceffarily  look,  upon  his  firft  application  to 

Chriil- - When  the  criminal  under  the  law  fled  to  the  horns 

of  the  altar,  he  canfidered  the  temple  rather  as  a  place  of  pro¬ 
tection  than  of  worfhip. - The  authority  of  a  teacher,  and 

the  majefty  of  a  king,  are  objects  of  terror  to  a  felt. condemning 
finner,  and  by  no  means  luit  his  prefent  n^ceffity.  Chrift,  as 
iufferjjig,  i(  and  bearing  our  fins  in  his  own  body  on  the 
tree/’  is  the  only  object  that  can  yield  him  relief  and  com¬ 
fort  ;  for  where  ffiall  he  find  the  reft  of  his  foul,  but  where 
God  found  the  fatisfaffion  of  his  juftice, 

Neverthelels,  though  Chrift  upon  the  crofs  be  the  firft  and 
molt  immediate  objeff°  of  faith,  yet  the  believer  doth  not  flop 
there  ;  bqt  having  di (covered  a  fuffident  atonement  for  his  guilt, 
he  proceeds  to  contemplate  the  other  characters  ofhis  Redeemer, 
and  heartily  approves  pf  them  all  as  perfectly  adapted  to  all 
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his  neceflities.  He  hearkens  to  his  inftruclion,  and  cheerfully 
iubmits  to  his  yoke,  and  covets  nothing  lo  much  as  to  be 
taught  and  governed  by  him*  I  he  ingenuity  of  faith  fpeaketh. 

after  this  manner  : - Seeing  Chrift  is  iny  Prielt  to  expiate  my 

guilt,  it  is  but  juft  and  reafonable  that  he  mould  be  my  Pro¬ 
phet  t#  teach  me,  and  my  King  to  rule  over  me  ;  that  as  I  live 
by  his  merits,  I  fliould  alfo  walk  by  his  law. 

O  blefled  Jefus  !  faith  the  foul  that  comes  to  him,  thou  true 
and  living  way  to  the  Father  !  I  adore  thy  condefcending  grace, 
in  becoming  a  facrifice  and  fin-offering  for  me  ;  and  now,  en¬ 
couraged  by  thy  kind  invitation,  I  flee  to  thee  as  my  only  ci¬ 
ty  of  refuge  ;  1  come  to  thee  “  wretched,  miierabie,  and  pool, 

u  and  blind  and  naked  - I  have  no  price  to  offer  thee, 

no  goodnefs  at  all  to  recommend  me  to  thy  favour  :  labouring 
find,  heavy  laden,)  I  caff  rnyielt  at  thy  feet,  and  look  to  thy 
free  mercy  alone  for  the  removal  of  this  burden,  which,  with* 
out  thy  interpofition,  muft  fink  me  down  to  the  lowed  hed- 
Abhorring  inylelf  in  every  view  I  can  take,  I  embrace  thee 
for  my  righteoufnefs  ;  fprinkled  with  thine  atoning  olood,  I 

fhal!  not  fear  the  deftroying  angel  :  — - Juliice  hath  already 

had  its  triumph  on  thy  crofs  ;  and  therefore  I  taxe  tny  crois 

for  my  fanctuary. - This  is  my  reft;  and  here  will  I 

ftay,  for  I  like  it  well. 

Nor  is  this  my  only  errand  to  thee,  0  thou  complete  Savi¬ 
our  ! - 1  brino-  to  thee  a  ejark  benighted  mind  to  be  illumi¬ 
nated  with  faving  knowledge. - “  Thou  haft:  the  words  of 

eternal  life  ;5>  4<  in  thee  are  hid  all  the  tiealures  of  wifdom 
I  therefore  refign  my  under  (land  mg  to  thy  teaching  ;  “  for  no 
“  man  knoweth  the  Father  but  the  Son,  and  thole  to  whom 


**  the  Son  fbail  reveal  him.’> 

I  like  wife  choofe  thee  for  my  Lord  and  my  King  ;  for  thou 
**  art  altogether  lovely,”  and  in  every  character  neceflkry  to 

my  foul.- - Here  are  enemies  whom  none  can  vanrjuilli 

but  thyfelf  ; — here  are  corruptions,  which  nothing  lefs  than 
all-conquering  grace  can  fubdue ;  i  therefore  implore  thine 

almighty  aid. - Do  thou  poffefs  the  throne  in  my 

heart,  and  caft  out  of  it  whatever- oppoleth  or  offendeth  thee* 
It  is  thine  already  by  purchafe  O  make  it  thine  a  lfp  by  con- 
queft  !  and  perform  the  whole  work  of  a  Saviour  upon  it. 

After  this  manner  doth  the  believer  addrefs  himfelf  to 
Chrift;  and  thus  doth  he  anfwer  the  call  to  come  unto  him • 
From  all  which  we  may  learn  our  duty  in  this  matter*  Let  every 
labouring  and  heavy  laden  (inner,  who  hears  me  this  day,  fpee* 
ddy  bejake  himfelf  to  tjae  fame  happy  courfe  :  plead  his  own 

call, 


psi&s?  • 
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call,  and  humbly  plead  his  gra'cious  protection  ;  flee  without 
delay  to  his  atoning  blood,  and  cleave  to  him  as  the  Lord  your 

r<  righteoulnefs,  and  your  ftrength*”^ - 1  fliali  afterwards  re  - 

prelent  to  you  thofe  fure  grounds  of  liope  which  may  encourage 
you  to  do  this  :  In  the  mean  time,  let  us  confider 

The  gracious  promife  with  which  our  Lord  enforces  the  in¬ 
vitation  :  I  will  give  you  rejl.  This  was  the 

* 

Third  thing  I  propofed  to  i  Hu  (Irate* 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  rejl  here  fpoken  of,  muft 
be,  at  lead,  of  equal  extent  with  the  burthen  and  include  a 
deliverance  from  every  ctrnfe  of  trouble  to  the  foul*  But  this 
fuhjeCl  is  an  ocean  without  bottom  or  fhore  ;  we  cannot  mea- 
fure  the  length  or  breadth  of  it,  neither  can  its  depth  be  fa¬ 
thomed  ;  foe  “  the  riches  of  Ch  rife  are  unfe  arch  able  •”  and 
iurely  no  tongue  can  exprefs  what  the  mind  itfelf  is  unable  to 
comprehend*  Neverthelefs  I  (hall  attempt  to  fay  a  few  things 
which  may  he  of  ule  to  help  forward  your  comfort  and  joy,  tiH 
eternity  fhall  unfold  the  whole  to  your  view. 

Doth  the  guilt  of  tin ,  and  the  curie  of  the  law,  lie  heavy 
upon  thy  foul  l  “  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God  which  taketh 
“  away  the  fin  of  the  world.”  In  the  facrifice  of  Chrift  there 
is  an  infinite  merit  that  can  never  be  exhaufted*  He  hath 
fktisfied  the  ?noft  extenlive  demands  of  juftice,  and  purchafed 
a  full  and  everiafting  indemnity  to  every  penitent  believing 
(inner  :  fo  that  “  now  there  is  no  condemnation  to  them 
“  which  are  in  Chrift  JHTus.”  No  fooner  doth  a  foul  come  to 
him  in  the  manner  I  have  dc.fcribed,  than  it  “  paffeth  from 
*<  death  to  life* He  (breads  hF  righteoufnefs  over  it,  and, 
under  that  covering,  prefents  it  to  his  heavenly  Father  :  from 
that  happy  moment  it  is  no  longer  under  the  law,  but  under 
grace  :  “  For  Chrift  hath  redeemed  us  from  the  curie  of  the 

iC  law,  by  his  being  made  a  curie  for  ns.’* - And  what 

a  plentiful  fource  of  con  foliation  is  this  !  Well  may  the  finner 

be  of  good  cheer,”  to  whom  Chrift  hath  laid  (i  Thy  fins 

“  are  forgiven  thee*” 

Do  you  feel  a  law  in  your  members  warring  again!!  the  law 
of  your  mind  ?  Are  you  harraffed  with  temptations,  and  lo  en¬ 
vironed  with  “a  body  of  death,”  that  you  are  made  to  cry 
out,  as  Paul  once  did,  t(  O  wretched  man  who  fhall  deliver 
“  me  !”  Look  up  to  that  Prince  and  Saviour,  whom  God  hath 
exalted,  not  only  to  give  remillion  of  fins,  but  like  wife  to  be- 
ftow  repentance  upon  his  people,  and  grace  to  help  them  m 

every  time  of  need*  Chrift  hath  obtained  the  Holy  spirit,  y 
J  whole 
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whofc  almighty  aid  the  Chriftian  can  do  all  things.  He  will 
plant  that  immortal  feed  in  yonr  hearts,  which  ih all  gradually 
kill  the  weeds  of  corruption  r  fo  jhac,  according  to  his  faithful 
word  of  promife,  though  fin  may  lodge  and  fight  within  you, 
yet  it  fhall  not  be  able  10  get  ^  dominion  over  you.” 

Do  you  fear  that  feme  unfordeen  caufe  may  provoke  him  to 
forfake  you,  to  withdraw  his  love,  and  the  communications  of 
his  grace  l  Know  that,  “  the  gilts  and  calling  of  God  are 
*6  without  repentance.”  Chriif  is  the  “  good  ihepherd,  who 
“  carries  the  lambs  in  his  bofom  j”  and  therefore  they  cannot 
perilhj  becaufe  none  is  ftrong  enough  to  pluck  them  out  of  his 
hand.  The  believer  is  not  left  to  hand  by  himfelf ;  he  who  la¬ 
the  author  is  likewife  the  fini flier  cf  his  people’s  faith.  Omni¬ 
potence  is  their  guardian  ;  and  they  are  “  kept,”  not  by  their 
own  ftrength,  but  “  by  the  power  of  God,  through  faith  unto 
“  faivation.” 

Thefe  three  are  furely  the  heaviefi  burthens  with  which  th. 
foul  of  man  can  be  oppreifed  ;  and  you  fee  that  the  Lord  Jefu 
is  able  to  remove  them  all.— There  are,  no  dqubt,  many 
other  caufes  of  difeouragement  to  which  we  are  liable,  fo  lono* 
as  we  fojourn  in  this  valley  of  tears  ;  but  as  none  of  them  are' 
equal  to  tuo^e  I  have  already  named,  we  may  certainly  con** 
elude,  that  he  who  performs  the  greater  work,  can,  with  infi¬ 
nite  cafe,  perform  the  leffer  alfo.  And  indeed,  if  I’niight  flay 
upon  this  branch  of  the  lubjedt,  it  would  be  no  difficult  talk  to 
fliew,  that  in  all  other  reipedts  believers  “  are  complete  in 

Chiifl,  and  may  by  faith  derive  from  him  whatever  is  n«e- 
celfary  either  for  their  fafety  or  comfort  in  this  world  :  “  For 

“  'lt  hath  p leafed  the  Father,  that  in  him  fliould  all  fulnefs 
u  dwell,”  as  it  is  written,  C’oloJ/]  i.  19. 

But  if  we  would  behold  the  reft  here  fpoke.n  of  in  its  utmoft 
extent,  and  highefl  perfection,  we  mull  look  above  us  to  that 
heavenly  world,  from  which  fin,  and  all  the  painful  effefts  of 
it,  are  eternally  excluded.  (*  I  here  remaineth  a  u  reft/* 
faid  the  Apoftle,  “  for  the  people  of  God*”  Great  and  mani¬ 
fold  are  their  privileges  even  in  this  world  ;  but  beyond  a1! 
thefe,  are  ftill  more  glorious  ami  enriching  bleffings  that  await 
them  in  the  next,  which  our  “  ears  have  not  yet  heard  neb 

“  ihercan  our  hearts  conceive.” - When  we  attempt  I(, 

think  or  that  exalted  happinels,  we  can  do  little  more  than  re 
move  from  it  in  our  minds  all  thefe  affixing  evils  and  o  rounds 
of  difeouragement  which  we  prefently  feel  i  only  we  muft  con', 
elude,  that  whatever  the  particular  ingredient*  are  the  hanri 
nefs  itfelf  muft  be,  in  all  rcfpefb,  worthy  of  its  glorious  Author' 

and 
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and  proportioned  to  the  infinite  price  that  was  paid  for  it* 
Our  Lord  himfelf  calls  it  a  “  kingdom,”  nay,  a  “  kingdom 
4‘  prepared  from  the  foundation  of  the  world  ;  and  the  Apoftle 
Peter  hath  recorded  three  of  its  diffinguilhing  properties, 
(i  Prter  i.  4.)  where  he  {files  it  an  “inheritance  incorrupti- 
“  ble,  undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away.” 

Such,  my  brethren,  is  that  red  which  Chtift  will  finally 
bellow  upon  his  people.  They  fhall  “  enter  into  the  joy  of 
their  Lordi?>  All  their  burthens  fhall  drop  with  their  natural 
bodies  ;  none  of  them  can  pafs  beyond  the  grave.  Then  faith 
and  hope  fhall  become  fight  and  enjoyment;  then  love  grown 
perfect  fhall  call  out  fear,  and  nothing  fhall  remain  of  all  their 
former  trials,  but  the  grateful  remembrance  of  that  friendly 
hand  which  fupported  them,  and  hath  at  length  crowned  their 
“  light  and  momentary  afflictions,”  with  a  “  far*  more  exceed- 
“  ing  and  eternal  weight  of  glory.” 

And  now,  in  the  review  of  all  that  has  been  faid,  methinks 
every  finner  who  hears  me  fhould  be  ready  to  anfwer  the  call 
*  of  my  text  in  the  language  of  Peter,  “  Lord,  to  whom  fhall 
“  we  go  but  unto  thee?  for  thou  hafl  the  words  of  eternal 

•<  life.’h--*  -  O  that  there  were  fuch  hearts  in  us  ! - But 

perhaps  fome  humble  foul  may  fay,  Gladly  would  I  go  to  thi* 
Saviour,  willingly  would  I  throw  myfelf  at  his  feet  and  implore 
his  protection ;  but  fuch,  alas  !  is  my  vilenefs  and  Unworthinels, 
lb  long  have  l  flighted  his  offers  and  abufed  his  grace,  that  I 
fear  this  call,  kind  as  it  is,  doth  not  extend  to  me  :  my  cafe  ifr 
Angular ly  bad,  and  my  fins  have  been  aggravated  to, fuch  a  de¬ 
gree,  that  my  defponding  heart  hath  already  pronounced  the 
fentence  of  condemnation  ;  and  the  doom  appears  fo  jufi,  To 
righteous,  that  I  can  fee  no  ground  to  hope  that  ever  it  fhall 

be  reverfed.— - For  removing  this  obftacle,  which  feems  to 

lie  in  the  way  of  your  return  to  Chrifl,  let  me  beg  your  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  following  particulars. 

Confider  the  great  condefcenfion  of  this  Redeemer.  V  hile 
he  was  upon  earth,  he  never  rejected  any  who  fought  relief  from 
him  :  like  a  lancfluary,  whole  gates  ftand  continually  open, 
he  gave  free  undebarred  accefs  to  all,  infomtich  that  his  ene* 
mies,  by  way  of  reproach,  fiyled  him  the  friend  of  pubHcani 

and  /tuners. - Neither  did  our  Lord  dif'own  the  character  j 

on  the  contrary,  he  gloried  in  it,  and  proclaimed  it  openly  to 
the  world  ;  declaring,  upon  all  proper  occafions,  that  “  he 
“  was  come  to  fee k,  and  to  fave,  that  which  was  loft.”  For 
this  end,  he  a  {Turned  our  nature  ;  for  tins  end,  he  fuffered  and 
died;  and  upon  the  fame  benevolent  defign,  he  is  now  gone 

■  »P 


tip  into  heaven,  <c  where  he  appears  in  the  prefence  of  God  for 
•«  us-/’ — “  that  if  any  man  fin,  he  may  have  an  advutme  with 

ct  the  Father/’  to  folicit  his  pardon,  and  to  plead  his  c  -nfe - - 

And  may  not  thefe  difcovtries  of  his  merciful  nature  expel  your 
fears,  and  revive  your  hope  ?  Has  he  in  a  manner  laid  afu!e 
the  majedy  of  a  fovereign,  and  put  on  the  mild  and  amiable 
afpecl  of  a  tender-hearted  fympathiling  iriend  ?  and  ma>  not 
this  by  itfelf  encourage  you  to  d  aw  near  to  him/  and  to  claim 
the  bleffings  of  that  reft  he  hath  obtained  for  his  peop’e  ! 

But,  lo,  he  hath  prevented  you  even  in  this  :  for  all  the 
proofs  of  his  good  will  to  men,  he  fupeiM  dels  the  rnoff  w  arm  and 
preiFmg  invitations,  to  come  to  him  ♦or  relief  from  ail  t!  eir  bur¬ 
thens- - u  In  the  hdl  day,  t*.  e  great  day  ot  the  feaft,  Jelus 

C6  flood  and  cried,  If  any  man  thirii  let  him  come  unto  me,  < rid 

“  drink.” - “  Behold/’  laid  he  to  the  degenerated  church 

of  the  Laodiceans,  4<  Behold,  i  Hand  at  the  do  >r  and  knock  : 
u  If  any  man  will  hear  my  voice,  and  open  the  door  i  w  ill 
<(  come  in  to  him,  and  flip  with  h  m,  a*  d  he  m ath  me-  ’  And 
in  the  concluding  chapter  of  the  Re  vela  ion,  it  is  written,  4  1  he 
u  Spirit  and  the  bride  fay,  Come  :  and  iet  him  that  is  n-thirlt 
<c  come  :  and  wb  of  a  ever  will,  let  him  come,  and  take  the  wn 

u  ter  of  life  freely-” - bo  that  you  fee  my  text  G  not  a  fngu- 

Jar  inflance  of  condefcenhon  ;  the  Scriptures  are  repleniilv  cl 
with  invitations  of  the  fame  kind  ;  and  they  are  all  exprefte  i  in 
the  moft  extenfive  and  abiMute  terms,  on  purpofe,  as  it  were, 
to  obviate  every  pollible  object  on,  and  to  remove  all  jealoufy 
from  the  mod  defponding  fitmers,  who  nrghr  otherwil’c  have 
fufpe&ed  that  the  call  did  not  reach  fofar  as  to  hem. 

But  left  the  ofter  o'  a  Saviour,  when  viewed  as  a  privilege, 
might  ftill  appear  in  the  eyes  of  f  a  jrivilege  too  high  for 
them  to  afpite  to,  therefore  it  hath  pie  tried  the  Father  to  niter 
pofe  his  authori.y,  and  to  make  it  our  dir.  s  to  emir  a  o  the  of¬ 
fer  :  as  we  learn  from  that  remai  kable  pafnge  ;  i  J  bum. 

- <4  This  is  the  command  of  God,  that  w  e  ihouivi  b  i  we  on 

“  the  name  of  his  Son  Jefus  Cfirdt*” - o  that  faith  in  Chrift 

becomes  an  a 61  of  obedience  ;  the  law  of  the  Sir.  rente  bnveu 
ver  is  the  hnner’s  warrant  to  come  to  the  Saviour  ;  and  t  ere- 
fore  it  can  be  no  prefumption  in  any,  however  guilty  they  have 
been,  to  flee  to  this  city  of  refuge,  feeing  he  who  hath  aproi  it- 
ed  it,  not  only  permits,  but  peremptorily  comma, i<ls  them  to  re¬ 
pair  to  it. 

And  to  crown  all,  clir  Lord  himfelf  hath  declared  in  the 
molt  folemii  manner,  that  none  ilia  1 1  be  rejected  who  come  to 
linn  tor  ialvation*. —  I  heie  are  his  words  f  J$hu  vi*  y  7.  j  1  Jim 
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“  that  comcth  to  me  I  will  in  no  wife  caft  out.”  I  will  re¬ 
ceive  him  with  out  fire  tched  arms  ;  I  will  tehderly  embrace  and 
cherilh  him,  and  fo  unite  him  to  myfelf,  that  the  combined  fone 
of  earth  and  hell  ihiall  never  be  able  to  diffolve  tue  union,  or  to 
ieparate  his  foul  from  iny  unchangeable  love. 

Lilt  up  thy  head,  then,  O  labouring  and  heavy  laden  firmer  I 
ponder,  with  due  attention,  thole  grounds  of  encouragement  I 
have  briefly  luggefted.  Doth  the  Father  command  you  to  be¬ 
lieve  on  his  bon  l  doth  the  Lord  Jelus  invite,  nay  intreat  you, 
to  come  to  him,  and  at  the  fame  time  allure  you  that  a  he  will 
(i  in  no  wife  caff  you  out  V1  and  ftull  not  this  multiplied  fecu- 
rity  remove  all  your  doubts,  and  bring  you  to  him  with  a  hum¬ 
ble,  but  lied  fa  It,  hope  of  obtaining  that  reft  which  he  offers  un¬ 
to  you  ? - Say  not  henceforth,  My  burthen  isfo  heavy, and 

my  guilt  fo  great,  that  1  dare  not  go  to  him  ;  but  rather  fay, 
My  burthen  is  fo  heavy,  that  1  mujl  go  to  him  ;  for  no  other 
arm  can  remove  it  but  his  own.  He  offers  you  his  help,  be- 
caufe  you  are  miferable  ;  he  invites  you  to  come  to  him,  not  be- 
caufe  you  deferVe,  but  becaufe  you  need  his  aid.  Arife  then, 
O  finners  1  and  obey  his  call  :  caft  your  burthen  upon  him  who 
is  mighty  to  fave  ;  yield  yourfeives,  without  receive,  to  this 
faithful  Redeemer,  to  be  juftified  by  his  blood,  and  fan&ified  by 
his  fpirit  ;  “  take  his  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn  of  him  and 
then  you  (hall  find  rejl  to  your  fouls. 

But  what  lhall  I  fay  to  thofe  who  have  never  as  yet  felt  the 
burthen  of  fin  ?  who,  amid  it  the  deepeft  poverty  and  wretched- 
nefs,  imagine  thcmfelves  to  be  “  rich,  and  increafed  with 

<c  goods,  and  to  ftand  in  need  of  nothing  V9 - Alas  !  my 

friends,  what  can  we  do  for  fuch  ? - Shall  I  denounce  the 

cnrfts  of  a  broken  covenant  to  alarm  their  fears  ? - Shrill  I 

pub! ilh  the  terrors  of  the  Lord,  and  by  thefe  perfuade  them  to 

flee  from  the  wrath  to  come  ? - Indeed,  confiderations  of  this 

kind  feern  proper  and  neceflary,  to  roufe  them  from  that  deadly 

fleep  into  which  they  are  caft. - And  believe  it  O  finners  i 

that  no  reprefen  tat  ions  of  this  lort,'  however  awlul  they  might 
appear,  could  exceed,  or  even  equal,  the  dreadful  reality  ;  for 
who  knoweth  the  (*  power  of  God’s  anger  ?  y 

But  as  my  text  breathes  nothing  but  love  and  clemency,  I 
fhall  rather,  \iipon  this  occafion,  “  befeech  you  by  the  ineeknefs 
“  and  gentlenefs  of  Chrift,”  and  fetch  my  arguments  from  the 
endearing  condefeenfions  of  his  mercy  and  grace. 

Know  ’  then  O  finners  !  that,  after  all  the  contempt  you 
have  thrown  upon  him,  he  is  (fill  willing  to  become  your  Sa¬ 
viour.  Ungrateful  as  you  have  been,  he  once  more  opens  his 

arms 


SERMON  VII. 


S3 


srms,  and  iftvires  you  to  come  unto  him. - -He  fends  us 

forth  this  day,  to  cal i  after  you  in  his  name,  and  to  intreat  you 

in  his  (lead  to  be  reconciled  to  God - Behoid,  in  the  gofpel- 

oiier,  he  lays,  as  it  were,  his  crucified  body  in  your  way,  to 
flop  you  in  your  feff-deft.  oying  courfe. — And  will  you  flillprefs 
onward,  “  and  trample  under  foot  the  bon  of  God  ?” - Be¬ 

hold,  his  blood,  like  a  mighty  river,  flows  between  you  and  the 
place  of  torment : — And  will  you  force  your  palLge  to  the  ever- 
lailng  burnings  tnrough  this  immenfe  ocean  of  redeeming 

l0ve  V - o  tinners,  think  of  this  l  all  who  perifii  under  the 

gofpel  mult  carry  this  dreadful  aggravation  along  with  them. 
That  mercy  was  in  their  offer,  and  they  would  not  accept  it  ; 
nay,  that  they  infulted  and  abuled  the  mercy  that  would  have 
faved  them. — And  44  ean  your  hearts  endme,  or  can  your 
u  hands  be  flrong,  in  the  day  that  God  lhall  deal  with  you’* 
for  this  contempt  ? — For  the  Lord’s  fake,  open  your  eyes  in 
time  ;  look  upon  him  whom  you  have  pierced  by  your  fins, 
and  mourn. — I  add  refs  you  as  the  angels  did  Lot,  when  they 
brought  him  forth  from  Sodom  ;  iC  Bfcape  for  thy  life,  look 
44  not  behind  thee,  neither  flay  thou  in  all  the  plain  :v  Flee  to 
the  Saviour,  “  led:  thou  be  confumed.” 

As  for  you  who  have  already  got  within  the  walls  of  the  city 
of  refuge,  I  have  one  requefl  to  make  to  you,  with  which  I 

fhall  conclude.* - Come  now  and  receive  the  neev  telfa- 

ment  in  ChrifFs  blood  : — For  confirming  your  faith,  andincrea- 
fing  your  joy,  he  hath  inffiruted  this  vifible  pledge  or  his  love, 
this  external  feal  of  his  gracious  covenant  ;  that,  by  the  ele¬ 
ments  of  bread  and  wine,  the  appointed  fymbols  of  his  broken 
body  and  fhed  blood,  he  might  inveft  his  people  with  a  full  and 
unalterable  right  to  all  the  blefTed  fruits  of  his  fufferings  and 

death. - And  therefore,  as  you  have  come  to  Chrifl:  himfelf, 

you  may  lawfully  confider  the  invitation  in  my  text  as  your 
warrant  and  call  to  come  to  his  table  ;  and  may  hope  to  find,  in 
this  holy  facrament,  fomething  of  that  reji ,  or  {pi  ritual  relief,- 
which  he  is  always  ready  to  diipenfe  to  thofe  who  feel  their 
need  of  it,  and  who  know  its  worth.  Amen * 


'L  2  Sermov 


*  Fhis  and  the  four  Sermons  that  immediately  follow.  were  preached  at  the 
celebration  gf  the  Lord’s  Supper. 
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Zechari ah  ix.  12. 


ye  to  the  Jlrong  hold ,  pr  if  oners  of  hope  z  even  to-day 

do  1  declare ,  that  i  wil  render  double  unto  thee • 


I"  N  the  qth  verfe  of  this  chapter,  proclamation  is  made,  that 
j  the  Meifnih  is  at  hand  ;  and  the  church  is  called  upon 
to  go  U  rrh,  and  10  meet  him  with  joy..  “  Rejoice  greatly,  O 
“  daughter  of  Sion  ;  fhout,  O  daughter  of  Jerufalem  :  behold,, 
u  tin-  Kifur  cometh  unto  thee.”  And  that  the  awe  of  his  ma- 

c) 

jeilv  mi  j  lit  be  no  bar  to  their  joy,  they  are  told,  for  their  en¬ 
couragement,  that  he  conics  in  fuch  a  form  of  condefcenfion  and 

O  . 

grace,  as  fl  rv  s  rather  to  invite,  than  forbid  their  approach  to 
him  :  For,  “  He  is  juft, and  having  falvation  ;  lowly,  and  rid¬ 
ing  upon  an  afs,  and  upon  a  colt,  the  foal  of  an  afs.” 


o  t  '  1 

1  hey  aie  further  a  flu  ed,  in  the  10th  verfe,  that  as  the  enfigns 
of  his  royalty  differ  fo  widely  from  thole  which  earthly  mon- 
aichs  ule,  fo  he  lhall  govern  his  fubjecls,  and  fubdue  his  ene¬ 
mies,  not  by  external  force,  bat  by  inward  perluafion  ;  not  by 
“  the  chariot,  the  horfe,  and  the  battle-bow  for  all  thefe 
ihall  be  <k  cut  off  but  by  the  preaching  of  the  goipel,  accom¬ 
panied  with  the  powerful  o  pe  i  a  t  ion  of  his  fpirit,  which  is  em¬ 
phatically  called  “Tpeaking  peace  unto  the  Heathen  in  oon- 
iequence  whereof,  “  his  dominion  lhall  extend  from  fea  to  fea, 

*<  and  from  the  river  even  to  the  ends  of  me  earth.5’ - And 

to  finilh  the  defeription  of  this  king  of  Zion,  it  is  added  in  the 
3  ith  verfe,  that  the  gracious  aim  of  his  government  is,  to  fet 
men  at  liberty  from  tne  vileit  flavery,  and  to  releafe  them  from 
the  in  oft  ignominious  confinement,  by  opening  their  prifon-doors, 
and  “  fending  them  forth  out  of  the  pit  wherein  is  no  water.’5 

_ _ This  too  he  is  to  perform  in  a  way  peculiarly  endearing  : 

he  is  to  purchafe  thei*  freedom  with  the  price  of  his  own  blood  ; 
which,  with  great  propriety,  is  fly  led  “  the  blood  of  the  cove- 
nant,”  as  it  ratifies  and  confhms  that  covenant  of  grace, 
whereby  linners  are  remflated  in  the  favour  of  God,  and  relcued 
from  the  power  of  all  their  fpiritual  enemies. 

The 
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The  like  representation  is  given  of  the  MefHah,  Ifaiah  xlii. 
6,  7.  “  I  the  Lord  have  called  thee  in  righteoufnefs,  and  will 

“  hold  thine  hand,  and  will  keep  thee,  and  give  thee  for  a  co- 
“  venant  of  the  people,  for  a  light  of  the  Gentiles  ;  to  open  the 
u  blind  eyes,  to  bring  out  the  prifoners  from  the  prifon,  and 
'*  them  that  fit  in  darknefs  out  of  the  prifon-houfe.”  And  the 
Meffiah  himfelf  is  introduced,  Ifaiah  Ixi.  at  the  beginning, 
fpeaking  to  the  fame  purpofe,  faying, — u  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
u  God  is  upon  me,  becaufe  the  Lord  hath  anointed  me  to  preach 
u  good  tidings  unto  the  meek,  he  hath  fent  me  to  bind  up  the 
9i  broken  hearted,  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives,  and  the 
i(  opening  of  the  prifon  to  them  that  are  bound. ” 

In  all  thefe  paffages,  he  is  plainly  pointed  ont  to  us  in  the 
chara£ler  of  a  Redeemer  ;  and  as  luch,  he  iiTues  forth  the  pro¬ 
clamation  in  my  text  :  Turn  ye  to  the  frong  held,  ye  prifoners 
of  hope  ;  even  to-day  do  I  declare ,  that  1  will  render  double 
unto  thee . 

In  which  words  we  have  three  things  that  deferve  our  no¬ 
tice. 


mrjl,  A  defcr’ption  of  the  perfons  whom  he  comes  to  re¬ 
deem  3 — They  are  prifoners  of  hope , 

2  dly,  The  advice  or  command  addrefied  to  them  : — Turn  ye 
to  the  Jlrong  hold »  And, 

2dly,  A  gracious  and  encouraging  promife  : — Even  to-day  do 
1  declare ,  that  I  will  render  double  unto  thee . 

I  propole,  God  willing,  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  each  of 
theie  particulars,  and  to  conclude  with  an  improvement  faired 
to  the  occafion  of  our  prefer  t  meeting. 

ihtrfty  1  he  perfons  to  whom  the  command  is  addrelfed,  are 
called  prifoners  of  hope. 

The  delcription,  you  fee,  is  of  a  mixed  nature  ;  it  repre¬ 
fen  ts  a  date  in  the  main  bad,  yet  not  lo  wholly  bad  as  to  be 
pad  recovery.  We  are  all  by  nature  in  a  date  of  bondage 
condemned  by  the  righteous  fentence  of  the  law,  and  daves  to 

Satan  and  our  own  corruptions _ _ _ By  our  apodacy  from 

God,  we  funk  into  a  pit  where  indeed  u  there  is  no  water 
There  we  (it  in  “  darknefs,  and  in  the  fhadow  of  death,”  def- 
titute  of  every  thing  that  can  afford  real  peace  and  joy  to 

the  foul.— - But  though  this  pit  doth  not  yield  any  water 

yet  water  may  be  brought  into  it.  The  dew  of  divine  grace 
may  defeend  upon  the  prifoners,  “  and  the  day-fpring  from  on 
“  nigh.”  may  v slit  their  dark  abode,  and  guide  them  out  of 

It  into  the  way  of  peace  and  iafety. - Hence  uncoverted  fin- 

Bers,  though  prfonfi  s,  may  properly  be  called  prifoners  of 
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hopt »,  fo  long  as  their  life  is  continued  upon  earth*  It  is  true, 
that  if  death  furprife  them  in  that  flate,  they  fhall,  then  fink 
lower  into  another  pit  ;  of  which  it  may  be  laid,  with  an  aw¬ 
ful  emphafis,  that  there — u  there  is  no  water  it  yields 
none  ; — it  admits  of  none  ; — not  one  drop  can  be  brought 
into  it  to  cool  the  tongue — But  fo  long  as  they  live,  their  cafe;, 
though  bad,  is  by  no  means  hopelels  ;  there  is  virtue  enough  in 
C6  the  blood  of  the  covenant”  to  fave  them  ;  and  though  they 
are  advanced  to  the  lad  dJge  of  impiety,  yet  even  there  al¬ 
mighty  grace  can  reach  them,  and  fnatch  them  like  brands  out 

of  the  burning. - So  that  under  this  general  denomination  of 

prif oners  of' hope,  every  man  or  woman  living  upon  earth  is 

i'poken  to  in  my  text. - And  indeed  the  go’fpel  call  is  ad- 

drefled  to  finners  indefinitely  : - Unto  you,  O  men,  I  “  call,’'* 

fays  the  Saviour,  u  and  my  voice  is  to  the  Ions  of  men.” — 
“  Look  unto  me,  and  be  faved,  all  ye  ends  of  the  earth.” — 
None  are  excluded  from  the  offers  of  mercy,  he  invites  all  to 
come  unto  him  \  “  and  him  who  conietb,  he  will  in  no  wife  cad 
“  out.” 

But  more  particularly  the  description  feems  to  point  at  thofe 
vvhofeel  their  mifery,  andearnedly  look  and  long  for  deliver¬ 
ance. - Mali v  alas  !  are  lying  in  the  pit  of  an  unconverted 

flate,  without  any  fenie  or  feeling  of  their  wo  ;  the  darknefs 
isfo  thick  around  them,  that  they  fee  not  the  fetters  by  which 
they  are  bound. —  Now,  fuch  mud  necefiariiy  put  away 

from  themfelves  every  offer  of  liberty,  Lying,  in  the  fcornful 
lanouacre  ofihe  Pharifees,  “  We  be  Abraham’s  feed,  and  were 
“  never  in  bondage  to  any  man  ;  how  layefi  thou  then,  ye 
c‘  fhall  be  made  free?” — I  therefore  reckon,  that  fenfible  fi  li¬ 
ners,  humble  convinced  fouls,  are  fpoken  to  for  their  encour¬ 
agement  under  this  defignation  of  pr  if  oners  of  hope,  not  only  to 
dillinguifli  them  from  thofe  who  are  gone  to  the  pit  where 
there  is  no  hope  ;  but  even  from  others,  who  though  they 
dill  dwell  in  the  land  of  hope,  yet,  in  fome  refpeds,  may  be  re¬ 
puted  in  a  hopelefs  condition  ;  bec.au fe  i heir  pride  and  infenfi- 
bility  put  them  out  of  the  way  of  help  and  deliverance — *. 
Whereas  they  who  have  got  an  affe&ing  view  of  their  guilt 
and  mifery,  lie,  as  it  weir,  in  the  very  rond  of  mercy  ; 
nay,  the  more  painful  their  feelings  are,  the  greater  likelihood 
there  is  of  a  gracious  and  fpeedy  relief:  He  whole  office  it  is 
“  to  bind  up  the  broken-hearted,  and  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the 
“  captives,”  will  neither  deny  them  his  aid,  nor  defer  their 
relief  one  moment  beyond  the  time  he  knows  to  be  bed  for 
them.  And  therefore  finners  of  this  fort  may,  with  peculiar 
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propriety,  be  called  prif oners  of  hope  ;  becaufe,  whatever  their 
own  appreheniions  are,  Chrift  certainly  looks  upon  them  as  his 
proper  charge,  and  invites  them  to  call  ail  their  burthens  upon 
bimfelf,  in  thefe  fweet  condefcending  words,  “  Come  unto 
“  me  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give 
16  von  reft*’’ 

By  prif  oners  of  hope ,  then,  we  may  underftand,  more  ge¬ 
nerally,  all  finners  without  exception,  who  are  within  the 
reach  of  divine  mercy  ;  and  more  efpecially  t-hofe  who  are 
fuing  for  mercy,  under  the  felt  burthen  of  fin  and  mifcry> 

But  I  add  further,  that  even  they  who  have  obtained  mer¬ 
cy,  feem  like  wife  to  be  included  in  the  defcription  of  my 
text.  The  connection  of  this  with  the  preceding  verfe,  leads 
me  to  this  remark  ;  and  I  apprehend,  lays  a  foiid  foundation 
for  it  :  for  the  per  funs  who  are  fpoken  to  in  this  verie,  are  evi¬ 
dently  the  fame  who  are  fpoken  of  in  the  preceding  one  ;  and 
yet  here  they  are  denominated  prifoners  of  hope ,  though  juft 
before  it  was  laid  of  them,  “  that  by  the  blood  of  the  cove- 
4‘  nant  they  were  fent  forth  out  of  the  pit  wherein  is  no  wa- 
tf<  ter  that  is,  cleanfed  from  their  guilt,  and  delivered  from 
the  darknefs  and  mifery  of  an  unconverted  ilate. 

I  need  not  obferve  to  you,  that  the  prefent  condition  of 
believers  upon  earth,  is  neither  a  ft  ite  of  perfect  liberty,  nor 
of  uninterrupted  peace.  Thefe  are  the  blefled  inaredients 
which  conftitute  the  happinefs  of  the  Zion  above  ;  but  whilft 
they  fojourn  in  this  Grange  land,  they  are  liable  to  various  and 
painful  diftrefles — Even  after  they  have  received  “  the  Spirit 
“  of  adoption,”  they  may  feel  iuch  returns  of  the  fphit  “  of 

bondage,”  as  Ihall  oblige  them  to  cry  out  with  David, _ 

my  Ipiru  is  overvvnelmed  within  me:  Attend  unto  my  cry 
O  God,  for  I  am  brought  very  low  :  bring  my  foul  out 
u  of  prifon,  that  I  may  praife  thy  name,” 

Toe  remembrance  of  pa  ft  guilt,,  the  prefent  feeing  of  in¬ 
dwelling  corruption,  the  hidings  of  God’s  face,  and* the  af- 
fviults  and  bufferings  of  their  fpi  ritual  enemies,  are  all  fo  many 
different  prifons,  in  which  the  deareft  of  God’s  children  maybe 
fhut  up  for  a  lea  foil.  And  we  find  forne  of  them  recorded  in 
holy  win,  wno,  during  the  time  of  this  lpfritual  confinement, 
have  felt  fuch  exquirite  agony,  that  with  difficulty  they  have 
been  kept  from  razing  the  foundation  and  quitting  all  hope. 
Snell  was  the  cafe  of  Afaph  when  he  thus  exp  re  He  cl  himfelf  in 
the  77th  Pfalrn  :  “  I  remembered  God,  and  was  troubled  • 
“  I  am  fo  troubled,  that  I  cannot ;  {peak.  Will  the  Lord  caft 
“  for -eyer?  Will  he  be  favourable  no  more  ?  1$  his  mercy 
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“  clean  gone  for  ever  ?  doth  his  promife  fail  for  evermore  | 
tC  Iiath  God  forgotten  to  be  gracious  ?  hath  he  in  anger  Ihut 
c<  up  his  tender  mercies  ?”—• And  how  didreffing  mud  we  flip¬ 
py  the  cafe  or  He  man  to  have  been,  when  it  drew  from 
him  Inch  mournful  complaints  as  thefe  :  “  My  foul  is  full  of 

trouole,  and  my  life  draweth  nigh  unto  the  grave:  — — _ — 

1  iiou  hail  laid  me  m  the  lowed:  pit,  in  darktiefs,  in  the 
deeps:  JLord  I  why  cade  ft  thou  off  my  foul  ?  why  hided 
thou  thy  face  from  me  ?  1  am  a /dieted  and  ready  to  die  from 
my  youth  up  :  while  1  fuffer  thy  terrors,  1  am  di  drafted  ;  thy 
44  fierce  wrath  goes  over  me  ;  thy  terrors  have  cut  me  off.’3 

Thefe  ftrong  examples  are  fufficient  to  prove,  that  there 
are  O' her  prifons  bvfides  the  pit  of  an  uncover  ted  date  :  Prifons 
where  thole  who  are  near  and  dear  .to  God,  may,  for 
wife  and  holy  reafons,  fuller  a  temporary  confinement  ;  on  ac¬ 
count  of  which  they  maybe  judly  denominated  prfoners  of 
hope .  And  if  fo,  then  my  text  fpeaks  direftiy  to  every  foul  in 
this  aflembly  ;  and  the  advice  it  gives  to  each  of  you  is  this  ; 

Turn  ye  to  the  Jlrong  hold  ye  prif oners  of  hope •  And  this 
is  the 


Second  branch  of  the  fab]  eft,  which  I  am  now  to  confider* 

By  the  jirong  hold  to  which  we  are  exhorted  to  turn,  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  meant  “  the  blood  of  the  covenant,”  fpoken  of  in 
the  preceding  veife  ;  or  rather  the  new  covenant  itfelf,  ratified 
and  fealed  by  the  blood  of  Chrift. 

This  indeed  is  a  Jirong  hold,  an  impregnable  defence  to  all 
who  flee  to  it  for  refuge  :  “  It  is  an  ever  lading  covenant,  or- 
44  dered  in  all  things  and  fare.”  Here  an  elfeftual  fupply  is  to 
be  found  for  all  the  fmner’s  wants  and  neceffities  ;  an  infinite 
facrifice  to  expiate  his  guilt ;  alb  conquering  grace  to  fubdue 
his  corruptions  ;  unerring  wifdbm  to  guide 'him  :  irrefiftible 
power  to  protect:  him  ;  unbounded  goodnefs  to  relieve  hi?  pre¬ 
fen  t  needs,  and  to  crown  him  with  glory  and  happinefs  here¬ 
after.  In  iliort,  4‘  the  whole  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead”  is 
treafured  up  in  the  Mediator  of  this  covenant;  and41  he  is 
44  made  of  God”  unto  all  who  believe  on  him,  wifdom  and 
6i  righteoufuefs,  and  fanfti/ication,  and  redemption.” 

But  indead  of  enlarging  upon  the  defcription  of  this  Jirong 
hold ,  I  reckon  it  of  greater  importance  to  explain  the  advice 
here  given  to  the  pr  if  oners  oj  hopef  which  is  the  proper  work 

and  duty  of  the  day  :  Turn  ye  to  the  jirong  hold . - - -But 

how  are  we  to  do  this? 

i //,  we  mud  turn  our  back  upon  every  thing  el fe,  and  aban¬ 
don  all  other  means  of  deliverance,  as  refuges  of  lies,  which 
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\vili  iffiferably  difappoint  thole  who  expert  relief  from  them. 
Particularly,  we  muft  renounce  burowb  righteouinefs,  and  plead 
guilty  *n  the  prefeace  of  a  holy  God,  acknowledging,  that  we 
ftaud  juftjy  cqnderpnfcci  by  the  tenor  of  the  firft  covenant,  and 
are  neither  able  of  ourielves  to  give  any  fatisfaehon  for  pa  if 
pffences,  nor  to  yield  an  acceptable  obedience  for  the  future — ■ 
€i  They  that  be  whole,  laid  oiir  bieifed  Saviour,  need  no  phy- 
fician,  but  they  that  are  lick.”  The  natural  pride  of  our  hearts 
Qppofeth  aur  Peking  aid  from  any  thing  without  oli  delves ; 
nay,  fudi,  is  our  difaffeSion  to  the  great  Gcd,  that  even  when 
did  appears  neceffary,  we  would  rather  be  indebted  for  it  to 
any  otbef  than  to  him.  •  - —I  believe  I  may  venture  to  affirm, 
that  the.gofpel-fenftuary  is  always  the  finners  Lift  retort  ;  and 
It  is  not  till  we  are  <l  Him  up  unto  the  faith,57  as  the  Apoftle 
expreffeth  it,  that  is,  hedged  in  on  every  fide  by  an  aofolute 
defpuir  Qf  relief  from  any  cre-dure,  that  vve  rome  to  think 
in  good  oarneflcf  ieeking  it  from  Cbrift. — —This  then  is  the 
firft  thing  implied  in  turning  to  the  Ji.rqng  ho{dy  that  we  turn 
tjiir  back  upon  every  thing  eife.— <-r— -  It  further  imports  in  the 
2 d  placfe,  That  wo  turn  our  eyes  co  this  Jlrqng  kqlj  and 
jnarrgwly  examine  the  fecurity  it  affords. 

The  true  flight  of  a  foul  to  the  Lord  Jefus  Chfifl,  is  liar  a, 
and  precipitate  adventure,  but  the  refuit  of  ftrlous  and 
fcnature  deliberation  :  it  is  not  curkiity,  but  preffing  neceffity,. 
that  lets  the  foul  iu  motion.  The  awakened  tinner  fees  the 
avenger  of  blood  ready  to  feize  upon  him  ;  and  hearing  of  a. 
Jlrong  bold,  erected  by  infinite  wjfdom  and  grace,  for  tire  pro-, 
tediou  and  fafety  of  perlbi.s  in  his  flruaLon,  he  an xioullv  in¬ 
quires  into  the  truth  of  this  report,  and  uletfl  every  means  in 
his  poy/er  to  get  certain  information  of  it. 

.Ibis  my  brethren,  is  an  eilentiul  part  of  the  duty  here  en¬ 
joined* - — —  1  cannot  teh.  you  of  what 'importance  it  is  to  get 

clear  and  dulirid  apprehenfloas  of  the  gqfptjl- covenant,  that 
Jlrong  hold  pointed  out  to  us  in  my  texp. 

We  ih-ouid  tvo-je  only  endeavour  to  know  what  we  are  amoved 
to  expedt  from  it,  but  iikewife  to  Ice  the  GnoneJs  of  that  Gnu* 
dation  upon  which  our  faith  and  hope  mud  liand--— r A  waver- 
mg  hope  may  balance  a  wavering  appreh^niian  of  <1  anger,  but 
will  not  anfwer  the  wectdfiiies  plan  <*  wakened  {Inner.  But. 
when  we  come  to  fee  that  this  Jlrong  bold  is  flu i lx  uuon  the. 
Rock  of  ages,  and  fupported  -by  pillars  of  jnvtupbig  Urtngxlg, 
oven  all  the  pertedfloas  of  an  unchangeable  God  ;  or,  to  crop 
the  allufion,  when  we  fee  that  this  covenan: ,  which  pronnfes 
every  bjeffing  we  ased/is  a  lure,  a  peri#  agent.  and  .irrevocable 
L  M  deed, 
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deed,  confirmed  by  the  oath  of  the  great  I  AM ,  and  fealed 
with  the  blood  of  his  own  dear  Son,  u  in  whom  all  the  pro- 
“  mifes  are  yea  and  amen  here  the  foul  finds  foroething  to 
lean  upon  ;  its  anxious  fears  begin  to  vanilh  ;  it  now  knows 
with  certainty  where  relief  is  to  be  found- 

Having  thus  difcovered  the  liability  of  the  covenant,  and 
that  it  is  in  all  refpe£is  fuch  a  Jlrong  hold  as  we  need,  the 

■).  “  ,  *  »  . 

3^f,  and  principal  thing  required  is,  That  we  a&ually  flee  to 
it,  and  improve  it  for  all  the  purpofes  for  which  it  was  in¬ 
tended. 

The  two  former  advices  I  gave  you,  were  only  preparatory 
to  this  la  ft  and  mod  important  ftep,  which  is  the  fum  and  fub- 
ihnce  of  the  duty  here  eD  joined,  T urn  ye  to  the  Jlrong  hold, 
ye  pr  if  oners  of  hope* 

You  who  are  lying  in  the  prifon  of  an  unconverted  ftate, 
come  hither  to  this  fan&uary  whofe  gates  ftand  open  to  receive 
you  ;  “  It  is  a  faithful  faying,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation, 
«•  that  Jefus  Chrift  came  into  the  world  to  fave  Tinners  He* 
hath  filed  that  blood  which  “  cleanfeth  from  all  fin,”  and  hath 
fealed  that  gracious  and  well-ordered  covenant,  which  offers 

pardon  and  eternal  life  to  every  penitent  believing  finner. - 

And  now  “  all  things  are  ready”  for  your  reception  and  en¬ 
tertainment.  The  Father  is  ready  to  embrace  you  ;  Chrift  is 
jeady  to  wafh  you  in  his  blood  ;  the  Spirit  is  ready  to  heal  your 
difeafed  natures  ;  angels  are  ready  to  rejoice  at  your  return  ; 
e.nd  we,  as  the  fervants  of  the  King  of  Zion,  are  ready  to  wel¬ 
come  you  into  the  family  of  God,  and  do  now  exhort  and  pray 
you,  in  Chrift’s  ftead,  “  to  flee  for  refuge,  to  lay  hold  on  the 
<<  hope  fet  before  you.”  This  is  the  call  of  my  text  to  uncon¬ 
verted  finner?* 

As  to  the  other  prijoners  cf  hope  .1  fpoke  of,  who  though 
they  are  refeued  from  the  pit  wherein  is  no  water,  yet  find 
their  fouls  caft  down  within  them,  and,  by  reafon  of  various 
difeou ragements,  cannot  enjoy  “  the  liberty  wherewith  Chrift 
“  hnth  made  them  free.” 

The  cat!  to  you  is  furn  again  to  the  Jlrong  hold,  and  once 
more  look  to  “  the  Rock  that  is  higher  than  you.”— The  Re¬ 
deemer  in  whom  you  truft,  is  mighty  to  fave  ;  ‘‘all  power  is 
t<  committed  lo  him  in  heaven  and  in  earth  and  he  is  confli¬ 
cted  “  head  over  all  things  for  his  church.” - “  It  hath 

“  pleafed  the  Father,  that  in  him  all  fulnefs  Ihould  dwell 
and  the  whole  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead  is  treafured  up  in  him, 
for  this  very  end,  that  he  may  difpenfe  to  his  people  fuch  gra- 
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dons  ftippliea  as  their  various  cafes  and  circumftanccs  may  re¬ 
quire.  Ye  are  not  ftraitened  in  him,  be  not  “  ftraitened  in 
**  your  own  bowels. 

Might  I  flay  to  examine  your  particular  complaints,  I  be¬ 
lieve  I  could  fhew  you  that  there  is  fomething  in  the  covenant 
to  anfwer  them  all-  He  who  brought  you  out  of  the  pit  of  an 
unconverted  ftate,  can  eafiiy  deliver  you  from  every  other  pri- 
iun.  What  furnace  can  confume  thofe  who  are  fprinkled  with 
that  blood  which  hath  already  quenched  the  fire  of  incetifed  juf- 
tice  ?  He  who  “  bore  your  fins  in  his  own  body  upon  the  tree,” 
will  not  fnffer  you  to  fink  under  the  weight  of  them  :  He  who 
1 1  furrered  being  tempted, ”  will  certainly  fuccour  you  who  are 
tempted  : — He  who,  under  the  hidings  of  his  Father’s  face, 
cri^d  out  upon  the  croft,  “  My  God  !  My  God  !  why  haft  thou 
“  forfaken  me  ?”  cannot  fail  to  fmypathife  with  his  people  in 
the  like  circumftances  • — and  he  whofe  own  “  foul  was  exceed- 
Li  ing  forrowful  even  unto  death/*  will,  in  due  time,  commu¬ 
nicate  that  joy  to  you,  the  want  of  which  was  fo  painful  to 
himfelf.  Chrift  is  indeed  precious  in  your  efteetn  ;  if  you  can 
£ty,  without  knowing  guile,  that  your  whole  dependence  is  up¬ 
on  him,  and  him  alone  ;  then  know,  that  he  is  equal  to  all  the 
truft  you  can  put  in  him,  and  he  is  faithful  who  hath  faid.  Even 

to-day  do  1  declare ,  that  /  will  render  double  unto  thee .  And 
this  is  the 

'Thu  d  and  laji  branch  of  the  text-  Upon  which  I  fhall  offer 
a  very  few  remarks,  and  then  conclude. 

iji9  I  would  obferve,  that  the  promife  itfelf  is  moft  gracious, 
1  will  rendei'  double  unto  thee .  We  meet  with  the  lame  ex* 
prellion,  lfaiah  lxi-  7.  where  I  think  the  meaning  of  it  is  plain¬ 
ly  afcertained  :  For  your  fhame  ye  fhall  have  double  ;  and 

for  confufion  they  fhall  rejoice  in  their  portion  :  therefore  in 

*  iheir  land  they  fhall  pofFels  the  double  :  everlafting  joy  Hi  all 

be  unto  them.  J — — — Ihe  chapter  is  introduced  with  that 

grand  defcription  of  the  Mefliah’s  office,  which  I  formerly  quo- 
ted  :  Yhe  fpirit  of  the  Lord  God  is  upon  me/’  &o. - 

♦  *e  redemption  of  the  Jews  from  the  Babylonilh  captivity,  and 
their  return  to  their  own  land,  appear  from  the  fequel  of  the 
chapter  to  have  been  the  events  which  the  Prophet  had  more 
irame  lately  in  his  eye.  But  we  fhall  not  be  able  to  doubt  that 
he  looked  a  great  deal  farther,  even  to  that  fpiritual  redemn- 
t  on  which  Chrift  was  to  atchieve  for  his  church,  if  we  turn 
over  to  the  4th  chapter  of  Luke,  21ft  verfe,  where  our  bleffed 

Lord,  after  reading  this  paflage  in  the  fynagogue  at  Nazareth, 

made  particular  application  of  it  to  himfelf,  in  thefe  remarkable 

^  2  words  : 
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morels  ;■■»»'  “  This  day  it  this  Scripture  fulfil  k8  in  your 

“  ears.7'-—— — -“Hence  it  is  obvious,  that  what  the:  Prophet 
fays  in  the  7  tli  verfe,  viz .  for  (t  yoqr  fhaffle  ye  toil  have  dou- 
“•  ble,7’  &c-  falls  to  be  wnderflpod  in  a  fpkitual  fenfe  too  ;  fine} 
the  meaning  of  it  ta,  That  the  ranfomed  of  the  Lord  fhall  not 
only  be  freed  from  bondage,  and  related  from  the  hand  of 
their  fpihtual  enemies,  but  (hall  likewise  be  advanced  to  futh 
honour  add  h  ippinefs,  as  fhall  wipe  off  all  the  (harne  of  their  fer- 
vi'Ujile,  and  fill  them  with  the  molt  tranfporting  joy* 

In  the  90th  Pfahn,  at  the  4  $ih  verfe,  Moles,  the  man  of 
God,  prays  for  the  church  in  thefe  terms  :  “‘Make  us  glad,  ac- 
“  cording  tp  the  days  wherein  thou  haft  afHiftcd  us,  and  the 
&\  years  whereto  we  have  feen  grief/7— only  aiks  joy  in 
proportion  to  the  grief  he  had  felt  but  the  bounty  of  our  gra¬ 
cious  Lord  doth  far  exceed  the  prayers  and  expectations  6f  his 
fervants  ;  for  here  he  fays,  I  will  render  unto  thee,  not  barely 
according  to,  or  in  proportion  to  thy  former  fufferings,  but  i 
will  render  double  unto  thee. — Even  in  this  life,  he  may  pour  in- 
to  your  fouls  iuch  meafures  of  joy  and  confutation-,  as  ilia li  not 
only  balance  yoqr  paft  lor  rows,  but  far  outweigh  them,  and 
caufe  them  to  appear  very  light  and  incqnftdersble*— *“-At  any 
rate,  he  will  render  unto  you  double  in  another  world  -■-alk 
tears  fhall  there  be  wiped  away  from  your  eyes  ;  yotir  light  af¬ 
flictions,  which  are  but  for  a  moment,  are,  in  the  mean  time, 
working  for  you  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of 
glory  ;°and  ere  long,  “  you  (hall  return  and  come  to  Zion. 
«  with  fongs  and  evertafting  joy  upon  your  heads  ;—then  Ihai) 
u  you  obtain  joy  and  gladnefs,  and  forrow  and  (ighing  fhall 
4i  flee  away.**  1  would  further  obferve  to  you,  in  the 

3^  place,  That  the  comfort  of  this  promiie  is  greatly  heigh¬ 
tened  by  the  manner  of  publishing  it  :  Even  to-day  do  I  de- 
dare.  It  is  uttered  wiih  great  folemnity,  and  expreffed  in  the 
molt  tefolved  and  peremptory  manner. — I  do  not  fay  k  (lights 

Jy, _ I  declare  h  /“I  pledge  the  credit  both  of  my  power  and* 

failhfulnefs,  to  make  it  good- 

The  circumlbmce  of  time  too  makes  a  remarkable  addition, 
J  declare  it  even  to-day  j  — -in  this  dark  and  cloudy  day,  wheii 
your  mifgiving  minds  are  meditating  nothing  but  terror— -■  -  < — 
Even  on  this  day>.  when  the  event  is  molt  unlikely,  1  give  you 
the  promite  of  complete  deliverance  :Wb  day,  when  your  hearts 
. .  are  emptied  of  felf  confidence,  when  every  other  refuge  fads,  I 
give  you  my  word,  my  oath,  to  lay  hold  upon  —and  1  doitro- 
day,  whilfb  your  feelings  are  rooft  painful,  that  the  depth  of 
ypur  did  refs  may  help  you  to  form  fame  conception  of  the  high 
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Joy  that  awaits  you  at  that  happy  time  when  I  Jhall  render  dou - 
hie  unto  thee . 

But  I  apprehend,  there  is  Hill  an  emphafisin  thefe  words  to 
beyond  any  thing  I  have  yet  mentioned.  Here  God,  as  it 
were  prefixes  a  date  to  his  promife,  which  in  human  obliga¬ 
tions,  has  always  been  judged  an  effentml  formality  ;  as  if  he 
had  faid,  Let  it  be  recorded*  that  qu  this  day  I  have  paffed 
my  word  for  your  falvafipn  ;  for  though  I  need  no  tokens  tb 
remind  nie  pt  my  ever  kiting  purposes  of  grace, — yet  as  you 
need  them  to  ftrengthen  your  faith  and  hope, —  therefore,  int 
pity  of  your  weaknefs,  1  give  you  every  kind  of  fecurity  you 
can  aik  from  one  another,  Let  it  then  be  remembered,  that 
to-day,  I  declare,  /  \$ill  render  double  unto  thee .. 

ppotf  the  wholf,  then,  let  me  once  more  repeat  the  call  in 
my  text.  Turn  ye  (0  the  jlfong  hold,  ye  pr  if  oners  of  hope. — — 
Bring  all  your  cares,  your  doubts,  your  temptations,  to  that 
mighty  Saviour,  on  whom  your  help  is  laid.  He  hath  de¬ 
clared  to  you  in  his  word,  that  he  will  render  unto  you  double  ; 
€<  for  what  things  foeVer  v/ere  written  aforetime,  wei  e  written 
4<  for  our  learning,  that  we,  through  patience  and  comfort  of 
4*  the  Scripture,  might  have  hope*”  The  promife,  though  ad-* 
dreffed  to  believers  many  ages  ago,  extends  eveti  to  us;  be* 

Oaufe  he  who  made  the  prcmile  is  always  “  in  one  mind  - - 

the  fame  yefterday,  tU-dav,  and  for  evcr.v>  Nay,  fb  gre&t  is 
his  condefcenlion,  that  he  is  juft  now  willing  to  have  it  dated 
^frelh  Under  one  of  the  authentic  feals  of  his  covenant* 

Let  Us  then,  my  brethren,  humbly  adore  the  gboclnefs  of 
0cd'  which  hath  provided  fo  liberally  for  the  relief  and  com* 
fort  of  the  pr  if  oners  of  hope  ;  and  in  the  entrance  to  the  fo* 
Jemn  fervice  of  this  day,  let  us  look  up  to  him  who  is  “  the 
n  God  of  hope  praying  in  the  words  which  his  own  Spirit 
hath  indited,  that  he  would  i£  fill  us  with  all  joy  and  peacb 
u  io  believing  that  we  may  abound  in  hope,  through  the  power 
"  Of  the  Holy  GhoIE”  4mm* 
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bar  ye  were  as  Jheep  going  ajlray  ;  but  are  now  returned  un¬ 
to  the  jhepherd  and  bifftop  of  your  Jouls- 


U  M  I  L  I  r  Y  is  both  the  flxength  and  beauty  of  the 
lbul,  it  is  its  befc  defence,  as  well  as  its  faired  ornament. 
Happy  is  the  man  that  fea reth  always  ;  but  he  that  luo'- 
ct  deneth  his  heart,  fhall  fall  into  mifchief  for  God  refiifeth 
c‘  the  proud,  but  giveth  grace  to  the  humble*”  No  fooner 
ljad  David  faid,  u  I  lhal l  never  be  moved,”  than  he  fuddenly 
experienced  a  fad  reverfe  of  fortune,  and  found  caufe  to  utter 
that  mournful  complaint,  <(  Thou  didft  hide  thy  face,  and  I 
**  was  troubled.” 

Various  means  have  been  employed  in  every  age  cf  the 
church,  to  ba nidi  pride  from  the  hearts  of  men,  and  to  beget 
and  cheriih  that  iowlinefs  of  mind  which  becomes  dependent, 
guilty  creatures.  This  was  the  obvious  tendency  of  the  in  oft 
iolemn  rites  under  the  old  difpenfation.  The  annual  facrifke 
cf  the  pafchal  Iamb,  hefides  its  typical  ufe,  or  reference  to  the 
great  atonement,  had  like  wife  an  important  moral  fignification  4 
and  the  lelTons  it  taught  were  humility  and  gratitude .  “  It 

diall  come  to  pafs,”  faid  Mofes  by  the  command  pf  God, 
Cl  that  when  your  children  (hall  fay  unto  you,  What  mean 
“  you  by  this  fervice  ?  ye  lhall  fay,  It  is  the  facrifice  of  the 
cc  Lord’s  pafiover,  who  palled  over  the  houfes  of  the  children 
u  of  Ifrael  in  Egypt,  when  he  fmote  the  Egyptians,  and  de* 
<e  livered  our  houfes.”  In  like  manner,  when  they  brought 
the  firffc  fruits  as  an  offering  to  the  Lord,  which  was  another 
folemnity  that  returned  every  year,  the  form  cf  dedication 
was  prescribed  in  thefe  words.  {Dent-  xxvi.  5,  6,  is?c* J  i(  A 
Ci  Syrian  ready  to  perifli  was  my  father,  and  he  went  down 
“  into  Egypt,  and  fojourned  there  with  a  few,  and  became  there 
<c  a  nation,  great,  mighty,  and  populous.  And  the  Egyptians 
ci  evil  entreated  us,  and  affiiHed  us,  and  laid  upon  us  hard  bon- 
cc  dage.  And  when  we  cried  unto  the  Lord  God  of  our  fa- 
iC  thers,  the  Lord  heard  our  voice,  and  looked  on  our  afhic- 
<c  tion,  and  our  labour,  and  our  oppreflion.  And  the  Lord 

“  brought 
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u  brought  us  forth  out  of  Egypt  with  a  mighty  hand,  arid 
“  with  an  outftrerched  arm,  and  with  great  tern blenefs,  and 
*e  with  figns,  and  with  wonders.  And  he  hath  brought  u%  in- 
“  to  this  place,  and  hath  given  us  this  land,  even  a  land  that 
**  floweth  with  milk  and  honey.  And  now  behold,  I  have 
“  brought  the  firft  fruits  of  the  land,  which  thou,  O  Lord, 
41  had  given  me” 

Thus  did  God  train  up  his  ancient  people  4<  to  ferve  him 
u  with  reverence,  and  to  rejoice  before  him  wirh  trembling.’* 
Their  thank-offerings,  as  well  asthtir  oblations  for  fin,  obliged 
them  to  recognife  the  mean ne is  of  their  original,  and  the  igno¬ 
minious  fervitude  from  which  God  had  redeemed  them  ;  and 
every  a&  of  worfhip  taught  them  to  fay,  “  Who  am  I,  O  Lord 
“  God,  and  what  is  my  houfe,  that  thou  halt  brought  me 
u  hitherto?*’ 

The  ordinances  of  grace  in  the  New  Teftament  church 
breathe  the  fame  fpirit,  and  dilate  the  fame  language  ;  nay, 
they  do  it  with  greater  force  and  energy. 

1  he  gofpel  pahover,  which  we -are  this  day  to  celebrate, 

eoinrnemorates  a  deliverance  from  fpiritual  thraldom  ; - of 

which  the  releafe  of  the  Jews  from  the  Egyptian  yoke,  affords 
but  a  faint  and  imperfedl  emblem- 

In  thofe  complicated  fufferings  which  were  the  price  of  our 
redemption,  we  not  only  difcover  the  unfearchable  riches  of 
divine  love,  but  we  likewife  behold  the  full  demerit  of  fin,  and 
all  the  horrors  of  that  mifery  into  which  we  had  plunged  our- 
felves  by  cur  fatal  apoflacy  :  fo  that  our  triumph  in  the  great 
falvation,  by  recalling  to  cur  minds  the  low  and  heiplefs  ftare  in 
which  mercy  found  us,  gives  check  to  every  felf-exalted  thought, 
ar?^0n^ra^ns  us  to  afcribe  to  the  free  and  unmerited  favour 
of  uod,  the  foie,  the  undivided,  praife  of  all  that  we  have,  or 
hope  to  enjoy.  7  9 

Eo  thofe  views,  and  to  this  becoming  exercife,  we  are  r^a. 
turally  led  by  the  words  of  my  text,  which  have  frequently 
occurred  to  me  as  a  moll  proper  form  of  addreL  for  introducing 
communicants  to  the  table  of  their  Lord  ,  Ye  were  as  Jheep  go- 

tng  aft  ray  ;  but  are  now  returned  to  the  Jhepherd  and  hjhop  of 
your  fouls •  *  J 

Thofe  t  vo  widely  different  ftates,— What  yon  ones  were  by 
nature,  and  what  you  now  are  by  grace, —  i  propoie  to  illullrate 
in  the  fequel  of  this  difeourfe  ;  from  both  which  we  niaya 
with  eafe  and  certainty,  discover  what  frame  and  temper  of 
heart  beft  fuit  our  attendance  upon  this  great  Chriftian  fo- 
lemnity-  Let  me  then  call  upon  believers  m  Chrift;  for  to 

them, 
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them,  and  tb  them  only,  fuch  language  can  b«  addreffed  •:  Lefc 
me  call  upon  them,  in  the 

Firji  place,  Serioufly  to  review  their  former  condition, 
when  they,  as  well  as  others,  mere  as  fheep  going  ajlray» 

The  fitnefs  of  this  fimilitude  to  exhibit  the  natural  ft  ate  of 
mankind,  mayjuftly  he  inferred  from  the  frtttaetit  ufe  that  is 
made  of  it  in  the  facred  writings.  I  ihall  not  attempt  to  trace 
out  the  refembhnee  in  all  its  extent  ;  blit  fome  parts  of  it  arc 
fo  ftriking  and  expreffiVfe,*  that  to  o^er-look  them  altogether 
or  even  (lightly  to  regard  them,  wotild  either  betray  very  grefs 
infenfibility,  or  a  perverfe  contempt  of  the  divine  condefceii- 
lion. 

Thus,  a  fheep  that  hath  forfaken  the  good  pafture,  and  ftray- 
ed  into  the  parched  and  barren  wikkrnefs,  pfefents  to  us  in  the 
ftrongeft  and  moft  altering  light,  an  emblem  of  indigence,  per*' 
plexity,  and  difappolntment.  Now,  fuch  is  the  ftate  of  every 
natural  man  :  “  Vanity,  and  vexation  of  fpirit,”  are  his  por¬ 
tion  ;  he  refemhles  one  u  who  dreameth  and  behold  he  eateth  $ 
“  but  he  awaketh,  and  his  foul  is  empty*5’  Difappointed  iti 
every  purfuit,  he  goeth  from  place  to  place,  ever  repeating' 
the  anxious  ^ueftion,  Who  will  Jhcw  me  any  good  $  There  is  & 
void  within  him  that  the  world  cannot  fill  ;  the  flefh,  after  all 
the  provifion  he  can  make  for  it,  ftftl  cries  with  the  horfeleech/ 
4‘  Give,  giVe  arid  like  “  the  fire  or  thd  grave,  rlever  faith, 
It  is  enough.**  All  the  creattifes  are  to  him,  \vh*fc  the 
hulks  were  to  the  prodigal  ;  they  yield  a  momentary  relief, 
but  no  real  nourishment  i  he  endeavours  to  feed  upon  them  ; 

but  ftiil  he  hath  appetite,  Ills  loul  is  faint,’*'  and  he  pertfti- 
cth  with  hunger* 

Again,  this  figurative  rejjfefentation  denotes  a  (late  of  dan  a 
ger  as  well  as  of  indigence  and  diflatisfa&icm.  Few  animals 
are  befet  with  more  enemies  than  Iheep  ;  and  perhaps  none  are. 
pofleffed  of  lefs  cunning  to  elude,  or  of  lefs  courage  to  feb ft 
them.  Their  fafety  depends  entirely  upon  the-  (hepherd's 
care  ;  for  if  they  wander  beyond  the  reach  of  his  prot  effing 
arm,  they  become  at  once,  to  every  ravenous  heaft,  not  cniy  a 
tempting,  but  ah  eaiy  prey.  With  what  awful  plecifioo  doth, 
this  part  of  the  {imilitude  exhibit  to  us  the  fia  e  of  unconvei  ted 
fi nners  1  Theirdp»ritual  enemies  are  both  numerous  and  miglny  ; 
the  fubtility  of  the  ierpent,  and  the  ftrength  of  the  lion,  ai  e 
but  faint  representations  of  their  craft  and  power  :  yet  fuch  is 
the  prefumption  of  carnal  men,  fo  fatal  the  iecuruy  of  thoid 
who  are  far  from  God,  that  inftead  of  avoiding  their  blood-. 

thirftv  foes,  they  roam  without  fear  through  their  moft  fre- 
:  ‘  quentea 
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frequented  haunts,  and  rufh  headlong  into  thofe  fhafes  that  are 
kid  for  their  deftruftion. 

Once  more  :  Though  Iheep  are  not  the  onl y  creatures  that 
are  prone  to  Wander,  yet  it  may  jaftly  he  affirmed  of  them, 
that  they  of  all  others,  difcover  lead:  fagacity  in  finding 
the  way  back  to  the  place  from  whence  t  ey  firayed  ;  fo  that 
in  them  we  like  wife  behold  a  proper  and  moft  defcriptive  em¬ 
blem  of  man’s  helpLfs  and  impotent  ftate  by  nature,  and  of  his 
utter  inability,  by  any  of  his  own,  to  regain  his  primeval 

happinefs  and  glory.  That  the  Apcftle  intended  to  convey 
this  idea,  is  more  than  probable  from  the  form  of  his  exprel- 
iion  in  the  litter  part  of  the  verle  ,  where,  fpeaking  of  the  re¬ 
covery  of  wandering  linners,  he  doth  not  fay,  Te  have  return - 
ed%  as  if  by  their  own  fagacity  they  had  dj [covered  their 
error,  and  then  rectified  it  by  the  activity  of  their  own  natural 
powers  :  but  i.t  deferves  our  notice,  that  he  puts  the  word  into 
the  paffivc  voice,  ye  are  returned  ;  that  is,  converted,  or  cauf- 
ed  to  return  ;  as  the  fame  word  is  elfewhere  rendered.  For 
what  our  Lord  faid  to  his  firft  difciples,  may  be  addrefled  to 
believers  in  every  age  of  the  church  :  u  Ye  have  not  chofen 
me,  but  1  have  chofen  you.;” — u  It  is  God  that  worketh 
in  us  both  to  will  and  to  do,  of  his  good  pleafure  — “  By 
l(  grace  we 'are  faved,  through  faith;  and  that  not  of  our- 
“  feives,  it  is  the  gift  of  God  ”  *  Nor  can  any  words  be  con¬ 
ceived  more  abfoliite  and  decilive  than  thefe,  which  were  ut¬ 
tered  by  Cbrift  Limfelf  :  u  No  man  cometh  unto  me,  except 
u  the  Father  which  hath  fent  me,  draw  him*” 

In  alt  thefe  particulars,  the  ndcmblance  can  be  traced  with 
a  critical  exaftnefs*  But  dill  there  remains  one  other  mqredi- 

O 

ent  in  man's  apoftacy  from  God,  to  which  the  fimiljtude,  com- 
prehenfive  as  it  is,  cannot  be  extended  •  the  fatal  ingredient  1 
mean  is  guilt* 

A  fheep  gone  aftray  is  an  cbje<ft  of  pity  rather  than  of  blame  ; 
the  owner  feels  no  emotion  of  anger  again!!  the  fimple  wan¬ 
derer  ;  he  doth  not  view  it  as  faulty,  but  as  uivkKt\maie  :  he 
Therefore  leeks  it  with  anxiety  ;  and  when  he  hath  found  it, 
io  far  is  he  from  punching  it  as  a  criminal,  that  he  ch-erdheth  it 
as  a  futferer,  takes  it  tenderly  into  his  arms,  and  brings  it  home 
with  joy.  Whereas  :n  our  departure  from  God,  every  crime 
is  united  that  can  render  us  loath  loose  and  odious  in  his  baht. 
Man's  apoftacy  was  the  cfFeft,  not  of  weaknefs,  but  of  wilful- 
nefs  :  the  guilt  that  beth  upon  us  is  nothing  left*  ihan  proud 
and  obftinate  rebellion  ;  rebellion  blackened  with  the  vileft 
ingratitude;  unprovoked  rebellion  againft  the  Father  of  our 
Vol  1.  N  fpirits; 
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fpirits  ;  and.  tlie  former  of  our  bodies,  the  God  in  whom  we 
live,  the  generous  Author  of  thofe  didinguifhed  gifts,  which, 
by  the  molt  impious*  a bufe,  w  e  have  turned  into  hoflile  wea¬ 
pons  againft  himfelf. 

Such  monfters,  my  brethren,  are  all  unconverted  Tinners — 
Happy  !  thrice  happy  they  !  of  whom  it  can  only  be  faid,  Such 
indeed  ye  were  ;  but  ye  are  walhed,  ye  are  Tanctified,  ye  are 
4 6  juilified  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  by  the  fpirit  of 
our  God.”  To  you,  O  believers,  my  text  is  addrelled  : 
look  back  to  the  wafte  and  howling  wildernefs,  u  to  the  lions 
“  dens,  and  the  mountains  of  leopards,”  where  lately  you 
wandered,  “  hungry  and  hard  behead,”  furrounded  with 

enemies,  and  unable  to  redid  them. - —Now',  that  you 

are  eflabiiihed  upon  that  Rock  of  ages,  againft  which  the  gates 
of  hell  lhall  never  prevail,  it  can  furely  do  you  no  harm 
to  call  your  eye  downward  to  the  horrible  pit,  and  the  miry 
clay,  where  you  were  ready  to  perilh,  when  mercy  interpoled, 
and  brought  you  feafonable  relief  ; — on  the  contrary,  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  dangers  you  have  efcaped,  will  heighten 
yoqr  gratitude,  and  only  add  folemnity  to  your  prefent  joy, 
while  from  the  humbling  review  of  what  you  were  by  nature, 

]  lead  you  to  the  contemplation  of  what  you  are  by  grace - 

'Which  was  the 

Second  thing  propofed  in  the  method  : — Te  are  now  return - 
ed  unto  the  Jhepherd  and  hijhop  of  your  fouls* 

The  progrefs  of  a  Tinner  in  his  return  to  God  was  formerly 
deferibed,  when  I  opened  the  import  of  thefe  kind  invitations. 
c'  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour,  and  are  heavy  laden  * 

and  “  Turn  ye  to  the  ftrong  hold,  yeprifoners  of  hope  i.” - - 

My  prefent  aim  is,  to  comfort  the  fouls  of  thofe  who  have  al¬ 
ready  complied  with  the  heavenly  call,  and  to  congratulate 
them  upon  the  happy  change  that  is  wrought  in  their  condi¬ 
tion.  Hail,  ye  bleffed  of  the  Lord. 

Ye  are  returned  to  Him  v/bo  came  from  heaven  to  earth, 
'u  to  feek  and  to  lave  that  which  was  loll who  though  in¬ 
finitely  offended  by  your  criminal  apoftacy,  h^th  himfelf  made 
atonement  for  your  paff  wanderings,  and  expiated  your  guilt 
with  his  own  precious  blood  :  u  He  was  wounded  for  your 
«  tranfgrelfions,  and  bruifed  for  your  iniquities,  that  by  his 
ffripes  ye  might  be  healed.”  “  .This  is  that  good  ihepherd 

«  who  laid  down  his  life  for  the  fheep  - -who  “  was  made 

“  fin  for  us,  though  we  knew  no  Tin,  that  we  might  be  made 
the  righteouTnels  of  God  in  him,” — who  “  Tuffered  the  juft 


“  for 
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“  for  the  unjuft,  that  he  might  bring  us  to  God,  with  filial 
“  boldnefs,  in  the  humble,  yet  allured  hope,  that  we  (hall 
“  obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  in  every  time  of  need.” 

Ye  are  returned  to  Him,- - who  not  only  bore  your  griefs, 

and  carried  your  forrows,  but  hath  likewife  conquered  all  you.r 
enemies,  and  triumphed  .over  them,  as  the  chofen  head  and  re- 
prefentative  of  his  people.  Hehath  in  his  own  perfon,  “  fpoil* 
f(  ed  principalities  and  powers and  his  fuccefs  ls  a  pledge  of 
your  final  victory  over  them.  Annoy  you  they  may,  but  they 
cannot  hurt  you  ;  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  you  likewife  (hall 
overcome.  Ere  long  “  the  God  of  peace  (hall  bruife  Satan 
under  your  feet,”  and  put  that  new  fong  into  your  mouth, 
iC  Now  is  come  falvation,  and ‘ftrength,  and  the  Kingdom  of 
44  our  God,  and  the  power  of  his  Chrift  ;  for  the  a  ecu  let  of  the 
44  brethren  is  caft  down,  who  acculed  them  before  our  God, 

44  day  and  night.” 

Ye  are  returned  to  Him, — who  will  henceforth  watch  aver 
you  with  peculiar  care,  and  guard  you  as  his  property  which  be 
purchafed  with  his  blood.  u  Th  Is  Jhepbcr.d  of  ffr.ael,  this 
“  bijhopy  this  overfeer  of  fouls,  never  (lumbers  nor  Keeps  ” — 
Many  feafonable,  though  unknov/n  deliverances,  did  he  work 
for  you,  even  while  you  ungratefully  defpifed  and  rejected  him. 
Often  did  he  plnck  yoti  out  of  the  jaws  of  ihe  bear  and  the 
lion,  before  you  were  acquainted  with  him,  or  had  any  thought 
of  .craving  his  protection  :  but  now  his  eye  is  continually  upon 
you,  his  ear  is  at  all  times  open  to  your  cry,  his  everhfting arms 
are  around  and  underneath  you  ;  and  therefore  you  may  boldly 

fay, - The  Lord  is  my  light,  and  ray  falvation,  whom  (ball 

“  i  fear?  The  Lord  is  the  ftrength  of  my  life,  of  whom  (hall 
44  .1.  be  afraid  ?  Behold,  God  is  my  falvation  ;  I  will  truft  and 
“  not  be  afraid  ;  for  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  my  ftrength  and" 
44  my  fong  ;  he  alfo  is  become  my  falvation.”  . 

Ye  are  returned  X o  Him, — who  hath  not  only  almighty  power 
to  guard  you  againft  danger,  but  infinite  compaffipn  likewife  to 
fympathife  Vv/ith  you  in  all  your  diftreffes,  aud  to  comfort  you  in 
all  your  forrows.  He  is  meek  and  merciful,  patient,  and  con- 
defeending  ;  44  He  gathers  the  lambs  with  his  arms,  and  car- 
“  rres  them  in  his  bofom,  and  gently  leads  thofe  that  are  with 

young.”  He  pities  their  infirmities,  and  pardons  their  ei*, 
rors  :  he  (pares  them  when  they  are  weary,  and  attends  them 
when  they  are  lick  ;  nay,  what  no  other  (hepherd  can  do, 
he  imparts  ftrength  to  the  faint,  and  health  to  the  d  Tea  fed  * 
and  not  only  bellows  food,  but  gives. .them,  an  appetite  to  feed 

N  2  upon 
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upon  it.:  he  alfc  blelTeth  their  provifion,  and  cnufeth  it  to  nou- 
nih  them. 

What  ft  all  I  fay  more  ?  This  Jhepherd  and  hifoop  of  fouls 
continues  to  be  their  guardian  even  until  death  :  neither  doth 
he  leave  them  at  that  awful  period,  but  enters  with  them  into 
the  deep  and  darkfome  vale,  fupports  them  with  “  his  {taff/* 
and  fo  s<  comforts  them  with  the  rod  of  his  ftrength,,,  that  they 
“  walkthrough  it  with  dignity,  and  fear  no  evil,  becaufe  he  is 
t(  with  them.”  Many  of  the  faints  have  been  remarkably 
honoured  in  this  refpect  *  even  fome,  <4  who  through  fear  cl 
‘c  death  were  all  their  life  long  fubjecl  to  bondage,”  have  in 
their  latefl  moments,  been  enabled  to  triumph  over  this  king 
of  terrors,  and  to  fay  with  the  ApofUc  Paul,  O  death,  where 
<(  is  thy  fling  ?  O  grave,  where  is  thy  viciory  ?  The  ding  ot 
“  death  is  fin  :  and  the  flrength  of  An  is  the  Jaw*  But  thanks 
“  be  unto  God,  who  giveth  us  the  viciory,  through  Jeius 
<c  Chsift  our  Loyd.”  Or  if  to  any  of  them  thefe  evening  ihad- 
o%vs  are  fo  thick,  that  they  cannot  fee  the  hand  that  fopports 
them  ;  yet  this  momentary  gloom  ihall  only  lerve  to  heighten 
their  furprife,  their  gratitude  and  their  joy,  when  at  the  farther 
end  of  the  valley  this  good  fhepherd  fhall  difpel  the  cloud,  and 
Hand  before  them  revealed  in  all  his  glorv  j — when  he  ihallem- 
brace  them  in  his  arms,  and  carry  them  upward  to  thole  green¬ 
er  paflurcs,  and  more  fruitful  fields  of  the  Heavenly  Canaan  ; 
where,  as  it  is  beautifully  expreffed  in  the  book  of  the  Revela¬ 
tions,  (chap*  vii*  at  the  dole)  “  they  ihall  hunger  no  more,  nei- 
i{  thcr  tbirfl  any  more,  neither  ftall  the  fun  light  on  them,  nor 
°  any  heat.  For  the  lamb  which  is  in  the  mici it  of  the  throne, 
li  ihall  feed  them,  and  ihall  lead  them  unto  living  fountains 
“  of  water  :  and  God  fhall  wipe  away  all  tears  irom  their 
eyes,” 

But  I  muft  not  flay  to  enlarge  upon  fhefe  particulars  •  the 
imperfedl  account  you  have  already  heard,  of  the  pail  and  pre¬ 
sent  ftate  of  believers  in  Chrifl, — what  they  were  by  nature,  and 
what  they  art  by  grace,. — may  f  office  to  direct  us  to  that  frame 
and  temper  of  heart,  with  which  we  ought  to  approach  the  tabic 
of  the  Lord* — And  it  is  obvious  in  the 

j Jl  place,  That  we  fnould  do  it  with  the  deepeft  humility. 

- - This  is  the  garb  that  fits  moft  gracefully,  and  Juits  us  bell, 

whether  we  confider  curfeives  as  lapied,  or  reliored  ;  as  iin- 
ners,  or  as  faints.— — Are  we  pardoned  ?  once  we  were  con* 
demned*— Are  we  fanctified  ?  once  we  were  impure.—  Are 

we 
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we  found  ?  once  we  were  loft — Are  we  made  alive  ?  lately  we 
were  dead  ;  and  dill  we  live  by  an  a<d  of  grace  ;  it  was  God 
who  quickened  us,  and  not  we  oudelves  :  he  only  maketh  us  to 
differ,  neither  have  we  any  thing  but  what  we  received  from 
him*  Surely  then,  pride  was  not  made  for  man- 

idly.  We  fliould  perform  this  fervice  with  the  warmed  emo¬ 
tions  of  gratitude  and  love  : — giving  thanks  to  the  Father,  who 
fpared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  to  be  a  lacrifice  and 
lin- offering  for  us  ;  giving  thanks  to  the  Son,  who  fpared  noc 
himieif,  but  having  taken  upon  him  the  form  of  a  fervant,  fut>- 
initted  to  hunger  and  third,  to  watching  and  wearineis,  to  ig¬ 
nominy  and  torture,  nay,  to  death  and  the  grave  ;  that  through 
the  merit  of  his  death  we  might  live  for  ever  ; — giving  thanks 
to  the  fpirit  of  all  grace,  who  unites  us  to  Chrid,  and  applies  to 
cur  foufs  that  redemption  he  hath  purchafed,  who  renews  our 
depraved  natures,  and  renders  us  meet  for  the  inheritance  of  the 
faints  in  light.  How  well  doth  that  hymn  of  praife  become  the 
remembrance  of  ChrifFs  death,  with  which  the  heavenly  holts 
celebrated  the  tidings  of  his  birth  ?  Glory  to  Godin  the  high- 
“  ell,  on  earth  peace,  good  will  towards  men.” 

3 dly,  Godly-  forrow  for  pad  offences,  and  holy  purpofes  to 
offend  no  more,  fheuld  like  wife  attend  us  to  the  table  of  the 
Lord.  Is  Chrid  there  fet  forth  as  crucified  before  our  eyes  ‘ 
amd  can  we  “  look  upon  him  whom  we  have  pierced,”  with¬ 
out  mourning  for  thole  fins  which  w  ere  the  caule  of  his  fuffer- 
ings  ?  or  can  we  mourn  for  them,  without  hating  them,  and 
reiolving  to  forfake  them  ? - Should  not  this  be  the  lan¬ 

guage  of  every  fincere  communicant  ?  “  What  have  I  to  do 

any  more  with  idols  V' — - What  I  know  not,  Lord,  teack 

“  thou  me  ;  if  I  have  dcr.e  iniquity,  I  will  do  fo  no  more# 
But  then,  in  the 

4 tb  place,  Thefe  purpofes  mud  ever  be  accompanied  with  a 
fenfe  of  our  own  weak nefs,  and  of  our  abfolute  need  of  aid  from 
above.  Even  after  we  are  returned  to  the  bijhop  of  our  fouls, 
if  left  to  ourlelves  we  fhould  quickly  dumble  and  fall  ;  the  fame 
hand  that  brought  us  back,  when  we  were  as  jheep  going  ajlray , 
will  always  be  neceflary  to  uphold  us  in  our  journey,  and  to 
lead  ns  forwaid  till  we  arrive  at  the  promifed  land.  u  With- 
(i  out  me,”  faid  our  Lord,  even  to  thofe  who  were  united  to 
him,  as  the  bjranches.are  to  the  vine,  “  Without  me,”  or  lepa- 

rated 
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rated  from  me,  “  ye  can  do  nothing  :  as  the  branch  cannot 
“  bear  fruit  of  itfelf  except  it  abide  in  the  vine  ;  no  more  can 
iC  ye,  except  ye  abide  in  me,”  What  is  undertaken  in  fe If  con¬ 
fidence,  fhali  certainly  iffue  in  (liame  and  difappointment.  The 
Apoftle  Peter,  -  who  baffled,  that  “  though  all  .ihould  forfake 
“  his  Mafter,  yet  would  not  he,”  not  only  forfook  him,  but 
with  oaths  and  imprecations  denied  that  he  knew  him,  “  He 

€t  that  trufteth  to  his  own  heart  is  a  fool  - Behold, ’’  faid 

the  Prophet  Habakkuk,  “  his  foul  which  is  lifted  up,  is  not  up- 
“  right  in  .him-”  Needful,  then,  mod:  needful,  is  that  caution, 
€C  Let  him  who  thinketh  he  ftandeth,  take  heed  left  he  fall.’7 
At  the  fame  time,  in  the 

#  * 

% 

$th  place,  This  diffidence  of  ourfelves  ought  always  to  be 
qualified  with  a  ftedfaft  truft,  an  unfufpecling  confidence, -intne 
power  and  faithfulnefs  of  our  great  Redeemer-  Paul  who  de¬ 
claimed  the  ability  of  conceiving  fo  much  as  one  good  thought, 
independent  of  God,  did  not  however  hefitate  to  fay,  *6  I  can 
**  do  all  things  through  Chrift  that  ftrengtheneth  me”  The 
fame  good fhepherd  who  found  us  when  we  were  loft,  is  abje  to 
€l  lead  us  in  the  paths  of  righteoufnefs.;”  and  he  will  do  it 
ei  for  his  name’s  fake.”  He  upon  whom  our  help  is  laid,  is 
ftyled  “  the  faithful  and  the  true  witnefs  '  And.  thcfe  are 
his  kind  encouraging  words  to  all  who  are  returned  to  him  as 
the  bijhop  of  their  fouls  :  “  My  grace  is.  fuffiejent  for  thee 

- “  Fear  not,  for  I  am  with  thee  5  be  not  difmayed,  for  I 

“  am  thy  God  ;  I  will  (Lengthen-  thee  ;  yea,  1  will  hdp  thee  * 
iC  yea,  I  will  uphold  thee  with  the  right  hand  of  my  righte- 
(C  oufuefs.” 

Such,  my  brethen,  is  that  temper  of  heart  with  which  we 
ought  to  attend  upon  this  great  Chriftian  fo.lemnity  :  1  he  deep- 
eft  humility,  and  the  wapmeft  gratitude  ;  godly  iorrow  on  Ac¬ 
count  of  our  wanderings  in  time  paft,  and  holy  purpoies  to 
walk  ciicumfpeftly  for  the  time  to  come  ;  a  fenie  of  our  weak- 
nefs,  and  ol  our  abfolute  need  of  grace  from  on  high,  joined 
with  a  firm  unfufpeccing  reliance  on  the  power  and  laithfulnefs 
of  our  glorious  Redeemer,  who  hath  promifed  the  Spirit  to 
them  that  afk  it,  and  bid  us  w  afk,  and  receive,  that  our  joy 

“  may  be  full.” - Thus  let  us  encompafs  the  altar  of  God, 

praying  that  this  gofpel  feaft  may  prove  effe&ual,  through  his 
bleffing,  for  confirming  ourfaith,  for  inflaming  our  love,  and  en¬ 
livening  our  hope  • — that,  by  the  nouriihment  it  affords,  we 

may  be  /Lengthened  to  purine  our  journey  through  this  wilder* 
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ncfs,  till  having  palled  the  dark  valley  and  fhadow  of  death,  we 
fhall  enter  into  the  promifed  land  of  reft,  where  face  to  face,  we 
ihall  behold  the  Jhepbcrd  and  bifhop  of  our  fouls ,  and  furround- 
ing  the  throne  of  God  and  of  the  Lamb,  bear  our  part  in  that 
grateful  triumphant  fong,  <l  Unto  him  that  loved  us,  and  walh- 
u  ed  us  from  our  fins  in  his  own  blood,  and  hath  made  us  kings 
u  and  prieffs  unco  God,  and  his  Father  ;  to  him  be  glory  and 
°  dominion  for  ever  and  ever*^  Amen* 
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Let  us  therefore  come  boldly  unto  the  throne  of  grace ,  that  we  may 
obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  in  time  of  need . 


TH  E  great  atonement  we  are  this  day  to  commemorate, 
is  the  idle  foundation  of  that  throne  of  grace  to  which  the 
Apoitle  invites  us  in  my  text  ;  for  it  is  only  “  in  Chrift  Jefus, 
“  that  God  reconcileth  the  world  unto  htmfelf.”  So  that  the 
i object  I  have  chofen  hath  an  obvious  and  peculiar  reference  to 

that  facred  fervice  in  which  we  are  fhortlv  to  be  engaged. - 

In  order  to  render  it'  profitable  for  our  inflru&ion  :.nd  comfort, 
1  propofe,  in  dependence  upon  divine  aid, 

Firft ,  To  explain  what  is  meant  by  coming  boldly  ante  the 
throne  of  grace  ;  and. 

Secondly ,  To  confider  the  errand  upon  which  we  are  invi¬ 
ted  to  come  ;  namely,  that  we  may  obtain  mercy ,  and  fnd 
grace  to  help  in  time  of  need .  After  which.  I  fhall,  in  the 
Third  place,  Iiluftrate  the  motives,  or  grounds  of  encourage¬ 
ment,  fuggefled  by  the  Apoflle  in  the  foregoing  context,  upon 
which  the  exhortation  appears  to  be  founded  : 

And  then  direct  you  to  the  practical  improvement  of  the 
whole. 

I  begin  with  explaining  what  is  meant  by  coming  boldly  tin* 
to  the  throne  of  grace . 

You  will  eafily  perceive,  that  the  holdnefs  here  recommend, 
ed,  mud  be  fomething  entirely  different  from  fearlefs  preiluup- 
tion,  or  headlong  irreverence,  in  our  approaches  to  God  ;  tor  he 
hath  exprefsly  faid,  and  confirmed  the  truth  of  it  by  many  aw¬ 
ful  examples,  “  I  will  be  fan&ified  in  them  that  come  nigh  me, 
“  and  before  all  the  people  I  will  be  glorified.”—"  God  is 
“  greatly  to  be  feared  in  the  affsmbly  of  the  faints  ;  he  is  to  be 
had  in  reverence  of  ail  that  are  about  him.’7  We  find  this 
fame  Apoflle,  towards  the  dole  of  the  epUlle,  concluding  a 
mod  lofty  and  animated  defeription  of  the  dignity  and  privile¬ 
ges  of  the  golpel-church,  with  this  remarkable  inference, 
*  *  1  “  Wherefore, 
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Wherefore,  we  receiving  a  kingdom  which  cannot  be  moved, 
*4  let  us  have  grace,  whereby  we  may  ferve  God  acceptably, 
“  with  reverence  end  godly  fear  ;  for  our  God  is  a  confuining 
**  fire.”  Nfoy,  die  latter  part  of  my  text  is  lbfRcient  to  qualify 
the  exprelTton,  and  to  guard  us  again  ft  any  miftake  about  its 
true  meaning  and  import.  In  what  character  mud  we  approach 
the  throne  of  grace  ?  Is  it  not  as  creatures  that  need  both  mer¬ 
cy  and  grace  P — If  fo,  then  furely  the  boldne/s  with  which  we 
dre  exhorted  to  come,  can  be  no  other  than  the  boldnefs  of  hum- 
bie  penitents;  inch  as  may  conftil  with  a  conviction  of  guilt, 
and  a  fenfe  of  weakness  ;  a  boldnefs  that  takes  its  rife,  not  from 
any  fuppoled  goodneis  or  worth)  neis  in  ourfelves,  but  from  die 
highefl  and  mod  honourable  conceptions  of  the  great n elk,  as 
well  as  of  the  clemency,  of  that  God  whom  we  adore. 

It  is  not  then  to  filial  awe  and  reverence,  but  to  didruft:  and 
jealouly,  that  boldnefs  is  here  oopoieJ.  Ire  ipirit  becoming 
the  gofpei-ftate  i*  not  a  Ipirit  of  bondage  and  fear,  but  a  jpinc 
of  adoption,  diipofing  and  enabling  us  to  cry  “  Abba  Father.*' 
In  this  temper  we  ihould  approach  the  throne  of  grace  ;  not  with 
terror  and  amazement,  like  criminals  dragged  before  a  tribunal  of 
juftice  ;  but  with  a  cheerful  hope  of  obtaining  pardon  and  ac¬ 
ceptance,  for  the  lake  of  him  4‘  who  died  tor  our  fins  and  rofc 

agam  for  our  juilitication  f - 44  who  iuffered  the  jult  for 

“  theuryuft,  that  he  might  bring  us  to  God.” 

M-anfo  apoflacy  began  with  harlh  and  injurious  thoughts  of 
God,  feduced  by  tire  tempter,  he  fufpetted  his  Creator  both 

of  fa  I  fe  hood  and  envy  ; - And  it  ‘is  the  office  of  faith  to 

repair  that  injury,  by  recognilmg  his  title  to  the  entire  and  un- 
1  served  truit  of  the  creature,  it  was  for  this  end  that 44  God, 
being  willing  more  abundantly  to  fhew  to  the  heirs  of  pro- 
rriife,  tne  immutability  of  his  ccuniel,  confirmed  it  by  an 
oath  ;  that  by  two  immutable  things,  in  which  it  was  hn~ 
poftible  for  God  to  lie,  they  might  have  a  Itrong  confola- 
“n  who  have  fled  for  refuge  to  lay  hold  upon  the  hope  fet 
.  ^  ore  them.”  It  is  his  pleafure  that  we  rely  upon  him 
with  an  uniufpe&ing  confidence  ;  and  we  then  honour  him 
mo  ,  when,  coniciousof  our  own  unworthineis,  but  depending 
at  tae  lame  time  upon  his  faithful  word  of  promife  ;  farmed 

?VIL,  .  e  Pro°fe  ke  hath  given  us  of  his  love,  and  encouraged 
y  xis  kina  and  generous  invitation  ;  we  come  to  his  throne 
witn  a  cnild-iike  freedom,  to  pour  out  our  hearts  before  him,  and 
to  preiem  our  Applications  for  that  mercy  arid  grace,  which  he 
is  always  ready  to  bellow  upon  thofe  who  feel  their  need  ofoftiCh 

important  bfoilings.  But  the  full  meaning  a  ad  import  of  the 

Vob  i.  (i  t 

^  exhortation 


exhortation  will  better  appear,  when  I  have  opened  the  errand 
upon  which  we  are  invited  to  come  boldly  unto  the  throne  of 
grace.-* - Which  was  the 

Second  thing  propofed  in  the  method. - —The  errand 

you-  fee,  confiits  of  two  parts. 

The  firjl  in  order  is,  that  we  may  obtain  mercy  -mercy 
to  pardon  our  fins,  and  to  retaliate  us  in  the  favour  and  friend. 

ihip  of  God.- - This  bleffing  is  introdu&ory  to  all  others ; 

for  till  we  are  reconciled  to  God  through  the  great  Mediator, 
we  are  incapable  of  holding  communion  With  him  ;  neither 
can  we  yield  unto  him  any  fervice  that  is  acceptable  ; — “  Two 
“  cannot  walk  together,  except  they  be  agreed — and  till 
the  blood  of  Jefusy  who through  the  eternal  Spirit  offered  him- 
felf  without  fpot  unto  God ,  purge  our  confcience  from  dead 
works ,  we  cannot  ferve  the  living  God  :  for  u  they  that  are 
<K  in  the  Belli,  cannot  pleafe  God.”  Nay,  after  we  are  jufti- 
fied  and  accepted  in  the  Beloved,  though  we  are  thereby  fe- 
cured  againft  final  condemnation*  yet  we  are  not  raifed  above 
the  need  of  pardoning  mercy  :  Hill  we  fhall  have  this  errand 
to.  the  throne  of  grace  y  our  repeated  backflidings  will  always 
lender  it  neceffary  to  make  repeated  application  to  the  blood 
of  the  covenant,  for  cleanfmg  us  afrefh,  and  obtaining  renewed 
intimations  of  pardon,  and  acceptance. 

Bat  we  have  another  errand  befides  this  to  the  throne  of 

grace  ; _ namely,  that  we  may  find  grace  to  help  in  time  of 

need.  The  form  of  expreffi on  implies,  that  there  is  no  danger 
of  a  difappoimment.:  affifting  grace  is-  already  prepared,  it 
waits  our  corning ;  and  if  we  f'eek,  we  fhall  certainly  find  it. 
It  farther  teems  to  intimate,  that  we  fhould  be  habitually  in  a 
polture  of  waiting  upon-  God,  according  to  that  Apoflohc  in. 
juo&ion,  “  P ray.  without  ceafing  for  foch  is  our  weak  dif- 
teiupered  date,  that  there  is  no  portion  of  time  in  the  whole 
duration  of  our  life  upon  earth,  which  is  not  to  us  a* time  of 
need  :  fhould  God  withdraw  his  help  for  one  moment,  in  that 
very  moment  wc  (liould  Humble  and  fall. 

One  thing  deterves  our  particular  attention. ;  namely,  That 
the  grace  we  are  encouraged  to  alk,  is  grace  for  prefect  nee>dy 
amd^not  prefent  grace  for  future  fuppofed  neceffues.  This  re¬ 
mark  is^of  greater  importance  than  is  generally  apprehended. 
It  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  ferious  people,  who  iufpeft  their 
own  fincerity ,  to  for  ec  a  ft  feme  trial  of  the  fevered:  kind,  and 
to  pafs  judgment  upon  themfelves,  according  to  the  prefem 
£hte  and  temper  of  their  minds  with  refpect  to  thar  fuppofed 

•  trial 
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trial.-** — — What  (hall  I  think  of  myfelf  >  faith  one  :  it  is  ne* 
quired  of  a  difciple  of  Jefus,  that  he  take  up  his  crofs  but  io 
feeble  am  I,  that  my  nature  fhrinks  at  the  remote!!  profped  of 
fefFering  ;  fhould  perfecution  aiife  for  righteoufnefs  fake,  I 
should  not  be  able  to  (land  in  that  evil  day  ;  I  fhouLd  link  un¬ 
der  the  crofs,  and  4<  make  ftipwreck  of  faith  and  a  good  con- 
fi  j'eienae.” — ^ — -Alas  1  faith  another,  inflead  of  “  defiring 
f€  to  depart,  and  to  be  with  Chrift,”  Death  is  to  me  the  u  king 
**  of  terrors  — s-when  I  think  of  diflblution,  my  heart  dies 
within  me  5  what  ftiall  I  do  when  the  fatal  period  is  come  ? 
i~r— Were  I  in  Chrift  Jefus,  fhrely  it  ;ould  not  be  jfius  with 
me  :  have  I  not  then  caufe  to  conclude  that  my  religion  is  in 

vain  ? - By  fuch  unwarrantable  experiments  do  many  perplex 

and  difcpurage  their  fouls,  and  weaken  their  hands  fer  prefent 
duty.  J  calf  them  unwarrantable  experiments,  becaufe  they 
are  not  only  befide  the  fcripture^rule,  but  dire&ly  contrary  to 
if.  Our  JLord  hath  commanded  us  “  to  take  no  thought  for  the 
f#  morrow,  but  leave  the  morrow  to  take  thought  for  the 
94  things  of  itfelf  ;  becaufe  fufficient  unto  the  day  is  the  evil 
44  thereof.”  When  he  for  warned  his  difciples,  that  they  were 
to  be  brought  before  governors  and  kings  for  his  fake,  did  he 
require  them  to  tell,  at  that  very  inltant,  what  defence  they 
could  make  l  or  did  he  even  fet  them  upon  preparing  aufvyers 
to  fuch  quellions  as  might  be  put  to  them  ?  No  :  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  he  faid  unto  them,  u  Be  not  anxious  how,  or  what  ye 
“  Hull  {peak  ;  for  it  lhall  be  given  you  in  that  fame  hour  what 
i(  ye  lhall  fpeak.”  When  ye  are  brought  to  the  trial  work 
of  con  feflbrs,  then  (hall  you  find  the  courage  and  wifdom  of 

conlelfers. - - So  it  is,  my  brethren  with  refpeft  to  us  > 

grace  to  lufFer,  is  for  a  differing  feafon  :  grace  to  die,  is  for 
dying  moments:  then,  but  not  before,  is  the  time  of  need ~ 
Are  you  felicitous  about  grace  for  future  emergencies  ?  let  me 
afk  you,  I  pray,  have  you  got  all  the  grace  you  need  for  pre¬ 
lent  duty?  — If  you  think  you  have,  I  can  without  further 

inquiry,  affqre  you,  that  you  are  mi  (taken  - ^At  this  very 

moment  you  need  grace  to  cure  your  anxiety  and  diftrufl, 
to  check  your  impatience  and  prefemptuous  curiofity.  Caff 
your  care  upon  God  for  every  needful  fupport,  when  you  fhal! 
be  called  to  fuffer  and  die,  and  come  'to  his  throne  for  grace 
that  may  enable  you  to  live  to  Tome  good  and  ufeful  purpofe 
in  the  mean  time.  Seek  grace  to  mortify  your  remaining  cor¬ 
ruptions,  to  ftrengthen  your  faith,  and  to  inflame  your  love  : 
leek  grace  to  perform  all  the  duties  of  fecial  life,  to  make  you 
good  neighbours. — good  friends, — good  parents, — or  good  chil- 
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dren,— that  yon  may  ferve  and  glorify  God  in  thofe  ftationg 
and’ conditions'  of  fife  which  his  providence  hath  allotted  you. 
Thefe  ought  to  be  the  immediate  objefts  of  ycur  care  :  for 
till  the  prefent  time  reafe  to  be  a  tiwe  of  need ,  it  is  indecent,  it 
is  foolifh,  to  look  beyond  it,  and  10  diitrefs  yoqrfelves  with  a 
premature  anxiety  about  the  morrow.  Our  errand,  then,  to  the 
throne  of  grace,  is  no  other  than  this,  to  obtain  mercy  for  the 
pardon  of  pall  tins,  and  grace  proportioned  to  our  prelent  ne- 
cefiity  ;  either  to  fubdue  cur  conuptions,  to  refill  tempta¬ 
tions, *to  fupport  us  under  the  afflictions  we  feel,  or  to  idrengthen 
us  for  the  duties  we  arc*  called  to  peiform*  I  now  proceed  in 
the 

Third  place,  To  illqftrate  the  grounds  of  encouragement  upon 
which  the  Apoftle’s  exhortation  is  founded.  Thefe  are  lug- 
gelled  in  the  two  preceding  veifes  :  We  hove  a  great  High 
Priefl ,  ft  fus,  the  Son  of  God ,  This  High  Prieil,  is  paffied  m* 
to  the  heavens  ;  and  he  Is  not  an  High  Pntji  who  cannot  he 
touched  with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities,  hut  was  in  all  points 
tempted  like  as  we  are ,  yet  without  fin* 

The  ifl  thing  to  be  confidered  is  the  perfonal  worth  and  dig¬ 
nity  of  onr  High  Pried.  Of  this  we  have  a  lofty  deicriptiori 
in  the  beginning  of  the  epiflle  :  there  he  is  Uvled  the  Son  of 
God,  and  the  creator  of  the  worlds ,  and  the  hrightnfs  of  his 
pa'bett's  glory,  and  the  ex prefs  image  of  his  perjon ,  who  up - 
holdeth  all  things  by  the  word  of  his  power  ;  infinitely  higher 
than  the  angels,  innfmuch  as  he  is  their  Lord  and  head,  and  they 
only  miniftring  fpints ,  whom  he  employs  as  his  lervants,  and 
fends  forth  to  mini  ft  er  unto  the  heirs  of  falvation .  Thus  great 
js  the  Chriltian’s  High  Priefl :  this  is  that  exalted  Perion  who 
hath  undertaken  to  mediate  between  God  and  finners*  Have 
we  not  here  then  one  fo!id  ground  of  encouragement,  a  firm 
foundation  lor  our  hope  o!  the  divine  favour  and  acceptance  ? — 
But  this  ground  of  encouragement  receives  a  mighty  addition, 
when,  together  with  the  perfonal  dignity  of  out  High  Pricit, 
we  confider  in  the 

2d  place,  The  value  of  what  he  did  and  fu  fife  red  in  that 
character*  Having  afiumed  our  nature  tA  and  taken  upon  him 
<*  the  form  of  a  fervant,”  he  yielded  a  per  left  obedience  tp 
that  law  which  we  had  broken,  and  at  la  It  fubmitted  to  a  pain¬ 
ful,  ignominious,  and  accurfed  death,  that  we  might  live 
through  him.  (i  He  was  matie  fin  for  qs,  who  knew  no  fin, 
*{  that  we  might  he  made  the  righteonfnefs  of  God  in  him.  * — 

Hereby  the  law  was  magnified,  divine  juftice  infinitely  glorified, 
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and  a  way  opened  for  the  free  and  honourable  exercife  of  mer¬ 
cy  and  grace  to  a  guilty  world.  The  (offerings  of  the  ^on  of 
God  in  our  nature,  and  for  our  fins,  afford  a  difplay  of  the  di¬ 
vine  holinefs  and  juftice,  more  bright  and  awful  than  if  the  whole 
human  race  had  perifhed  irrecoverably-  While  the  law  is  noc 
made  void,  but  eftabhihed,  by  w  hat  he  did ;  at  the  fame  time 
by  what-fie  J ujfr.ed,  a  public  teftimony  is  given  to  all  intelli¬ 
gent  creatures,  that  fin  is  an  evil  of  fuch  deep  malignity,  that 
nothing  leis  than  a  facrifice  of  infinite  worth  could  expiate  the 
guilt  oi  it,  or  lave  the  tranfigreffors  from  endlefs  rnifery  :  So 
that  tnis  difpenfation,  which  provides  fo  effedu ally  for  the  glo¬ 
ry  of  God,  hath  a  powerful  tendency  to  quiet  our  minds,  and  to 
cherilh  our  hopes  of  pardon,  and  acceptance  ;  became  now  it 
appears,  that  God  may  be  merciful  without  impairing  the  autho  ¬ 
rity  of  his  government  ;  nay,  perfectly  juft,  as  well  as  infinite¬ 
ly  gracious,  when  he  juftifieth  thofe  who  believe  on  fefus- — - — 
Thefe  hopes  will  appear  to  have  a  firmer  foundation,  if,  to  the 
dignity  of  our  High  Prieft,  and  the  ineftimabie  worth  of  his 
obedience  and  fufferings,  we  add  in  the 

3 d  place,  That  he  was  fully  authorifed  to  undertake  this  of¬ 
fice  :  for,  as  we  read  in  this  fame  epiftie,  “  Ch rift  glorified  net 
“  himfelf.  to  be  made  an  High  Prieft  ;  but  he  who  find  unto 
11  him,  Thou  art  my  bon  to  day,  have  I  begotten  theed’  In¬ 
deed,  without  fuch  a  divine  conllitutson,  the  facrifice  he  offer¬ 
ed  could  have  been  of  no  benefit  to  us  :  The  acceptance  of  one 
life  in  the  place  of  another,  dependeth  folely  upon  him  to  whom 
the  forfeiture  is  made*  But  bleffed  be  God,  the  defignadon  of 
our  Lord  to  the  office  of  High  Prieft,  is  fo  plainly  and  repeat¬ 
edly  afieried  in  Scripture,  that  there  is  no  room  left  us  to  doubt 
of  it-  “  He  gave  himlelf  for  our  fins,  according  to  the  will  of 
44  God.n  Hence  he  is  ityled  the  Jylejfnger  of  the  covenant,  the 
Servant  and  the  eh&  of  God .  In  every  part  of  his  undertak¬ 
ing  he  by  commiffion  from  his  heavenly  Father  :  “  He 
Ck  came  noc  to  do  his  own  will*  but  the  will  of  him  that  fent 
u  him  which  affords  the  ftrongeft  encouragement  to  draw 
near  to  God  with  filial  boldnefs,  and  to  hope  for  -  acceptance 
through  this  great  High  Prieft  of  his  own  defignation  and 

choice,  this  “  mighty  One  upon  whom  he  hath  laid  our  helod7 
Yea, 

^thly,  To  remove  every  poffible  ground  of  jealouf3r,  God 
hath  teftifea,  in  thetnoft  public  and  folemn  manner,  his  per¬ 
fect  fatisfacf ion  with  his  whole  conduft  as  Mediator  ;  Which  is 
a  circumftance  of  the  utfiioft  importance,  to  give  our  hope  a 
§rrn  laitmg  foundation*  Though  Chrift  hath  died  on  pur- 
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pcfe  (©  expiate  cur  guilt,  and  to  reconcile  .us  £o  God  ;  though 
tiis  facrtfice  has  been  of  infinite  worth  in  itfeif,  ami  offered  in 
confequeiice  of  his  Father's  appointment  ;  yet,  after  all, Some¬ 
thing, would  have  appeared  wanting  to  allure  .our  faith,  if  we 
fcsjJ  not  been  furni/hed  wkh  die  firongeft  evidence,  that  this 
ftafifice  was  really  accepted-  But,  thanks  be  unto  God  the  cer¬ 
tainty  of  this  is  put  beyond  all  queffcion  in  the  /acred  Scrip¬ 
tures.  Twice  was  it  proclaimed  by  an  audible  voice  from  hea¬ 
ven,  a  This  is  my  beloved  Son  in  whom  I  am  well  pteafed." 
The  miracles  wrought  at  his  death,  and  that  greateft  of  mira¬ 
cles,  his  own  re  fur  refl  ion  from  the  dead,  are  further  confirma¬ 
tions  of  this  comfortable  truth.  But,  above  ail,  his  afcenfion 
into  heaven,  and  his  exaltation  to  the  right  hand  of  the  Majeik 
ty  on  high,  remove  every  conceivable  cau/e  of  fear,  and  do 
well  fupport  that  triumphant  challenge  of  the  Apoftie,  “  Who 
4<  fhall  hy  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's  eleffc  ?  It  is  Gad 
“  that  juftifierh  :  Who  is  he  that  condemneth  ?  It  is  Chrift 
“  that  died,  yea  rather,  that  is  rifen  again,  who  is  even  at  the 
4‘  right  hand  of  God,  who  alfo  nialith  iaierceffion  for  us.? 
Which  brinos  me  to  the 

o 

§tb  and  hift  ground  of  encouragement,  namely,  That  our 
great  High  Fried:,  who  is  palled  into  the  heavens,  is  ever  mind¬ 
ful  of  our  filtered,  and  lives  and  reigns  for  the  benefit  of  his 
people.  We  are  told  in  Scripture,  that  the  legal  High  Prieft 
carried  the  names  of  the  twelve  tribes  on  bis  fhoulder  and  bread- 
plate,  whew,  on  the  great  day  of  atonement,  he  made  his  fo¬ 
reran  entrance  into  the  Holy  of  Holies  ;  that  while  God  looked 
uo on  him,  he  mipfct  at  the  fame  time  remember  the  tribes  of 
Ifrael,  accept  his  offering  far  the  expiation  of  their  guilt,  and 
hearken  to  his  prayers  and  imercejlion  on  their  behalf.  In 
like  manner,  our  great  High  Fried,  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
who  is  gone  into  the  heayenly  fan&uary,  “  appears  in  the  im- 
lc  mediate  prefence  of  God  for  us,"  fqftafiiing  the  character  of 
the  fecond  Adam,  the  head  and  representative  of  all  his  fpiri- 
tual  feed  ;  and  is  raifed  to  the  higheft  dignity  and  power,  that 
he  may  manage  their  affairs  to  the  belt  advantage,  and  effe&U* 
ally  fecure  their  eternal  falvatinn.  He  was  a  fufferer  himlelf, 
and  knoweth  the  heat  t  of  a  fufferer,  not  by  report,  but  by  per* 
fonal  experience  :  he  was  tried  with  temptations  even  as  we 
are  ,  and  though  he  conquered  them  all,  yet  lie  had  proof  of  the 
/kill,  as  well  as  of  the  malice  of  the  tempter,  and  can  make  al¬ 
lowance  for  the  difpr.opojmon  betwixt  bimfelf  and  us.  Nay,  he 
/looped  thus  low,  not  only  to  make  atonement  for  our  guilt, 
and  to  open  for  us  a  pafiage  to  the  mercy-fepti  but  that  we, 
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being  allured*  of  fo-fe  peifeft*  acquaintance?  with  human  fnfirihiiy, 
itiight  have  the  maft-  cheerful  reliance  upon  his  c-ompaffion  and 
fymparhy,  and  boldly  approach  the  throne  of  grace,  having  • 
fuel)  a  fri*  nd  to  patronize  us,  and  to  plead  our  could  :  11  For 
c<  we  have  not  an*  High- Pried  who'  cannot  be  touched  with  the 
“  feeling  of  ou*r  infinnitiesr ;  baft  was  in  all  points  tempted’ like 
4<  as  we  are,*  yefr  witfrom:  tin.” 

By  Rich  encouraging  motives*,  my  brethren,  doth  the  Apofi. 
tle  prefs  the  exhortation  in  ihy  text*  :  tC  We  have  a*  great  High 
“  Fried,  Jefus  the  Son*  of  Qod^^who  offered*  up'  a  facrifice 
of  infinite  worth  offioioufly  or  at*  random?,  bu-t  by  the  ex- 

prels  appointment  of  his  heavenly  Father,  and  in  oonfequenee 
of  a  folemn  agreement  or  covenaiH*.‘—-*»^Tkis  Rrcrifioe  was  ac¬ 
cepted  for  all  the  purported  for  which  it  was^  intended  in  tef- 
tiavony  whereof,  our  grea  t  High  Prieffc  hath  “  palled  into*  the 
“  heavens>”  where,  amidft  ail  the  iplendors  of  his  exalted* 
ftarte,  he  kindly  remembers  his  people-1  upon  earth,  feels  their  in¬ 
firmities,  fympathifes  with-  therrr  in  all  thdir  lufFerirtgs,  and  ne¬ 
ver  oeafeth  to  make4  interceffion  for  them-  Have  we  riot- then 
reafon  to  come  boldly  unto  the  throne  of  grace,  chat  we  rkay  oB~ 
tain  mercy ,  and  find  grace  to  help  in  time  of  need  ? 

But,  aftef  ail,  it  muft.be  con-fefled,  that  in*  this,  as  in  moft 
other  things*  the  knowledge  of- our  duty  is  far  eafier  than  the 
pr  aft  ice  of  itv 

“  Ghrift’s  ftefh  is*  meat  indeed,  and  his  blood*  is  drink  in- 
“  deed-  but  our  Lord  hath  allured  us,  “  that- except  we  eat* 

“  his  fleftr,  and  drink  his  Wood,  we  have  no  life  in  usS’  A 
fpeculative  knowledge  will  avaiius  nothing  •  a  Saviour  uhap- 
plied*  can  be  no  Saviour  to  us.  To  think  juftly  of  Ghrift,  and* 
of  the  great  things  he  hath*  already,  done,  and  continues  to  do, 
for  finners  of  mankind,  is  an  attainment  of  no  great- difficulty  • 
but  to  improve  His*  mediation  as  the  fource  of  our  joy,  arid  the 
means  of  our  comfortable  aor.efs  to  God ,  requires  © reater  fkill 
than  many  who  profefs  to  belief  oil  him  are  pofefted  of.  This 
wifdom  corneth  only  from  above.  Never tlielefsy  as  Gdd'ufaally 
worketh  by  the  miniftry  of  the*  word-,  before- 1  conclude  this  dii- 
courfev  I-  fhtfll  endeavour  to-  ftlggeft.  a  fhw  Writs  that  may-  be  of 
the  to  you.  , 

Are  you  overwhelmed  with  the  glory  and  majefty  of  God  * 
Are  you  ready  to  lay,  as- EUhu  did,  .  “  Behold  !  God  is  grefat 

u  and  we  know  him  not  ?” - —Turn  your  eyes  to  the  “  Word 

i{  made  flefh,  '  and  fee  the  divine  glory  veiled  in  the'  human 
nature  of  ^our  Redeemer,  Wc  c>ki  have  pofktve  conceptions 

of 
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of  Jefus  thrift  ;  and  though  we  may  not  think  that  the  God. 
head  is  flelh,  yet  we  may  think  of  it  as  it  appeared  in  flelh,  and 
ihone  forth  in  its  holinefs  and  goodnefs  to  the  world.  In  the 
perton  o»  our  Mediator,  God  approaches  us  familiar ?V,  to  in- 
vit«  us  to  come  to  him  with  bumble  confidence,  and  reverend 
boldnefs* — Chrift  did  not  affume  a  form  of  terror  ;  women 
dor  ft  talk  with  him,  fmners  durft  eat  with  bird,  the  poor  and 
the  difeafed  durfl  a  Ik  his  help  :  And  though  we  muft  not  de- 
bale  the  dignity  of  the  Son  of  God,  by  imagining  that  it  is  as 
much  obicured  in  heaven  as  it  was  upon  earth  ;  yet  even  the 
glorified  humanity  of  the  Word  made  fiefh ,  affords  trnfpeak- 
abie  comfort  to  the  foul,  that  might  other  wife  Ihrink  back  and 
tremble  lo  draw  near  to  God. 

Doth  the  guilt  of  fin  terrify  you  ?  Do  you  fear  that  a  juft: 
and  holy  God  can  never  accept  fuch  offenders  as  you  have 
been  ?  Here  Chrift  is  our  relief  ;  who  was  wounded  for  our 
tranfgrellions.  and  bfuifed  for  our  iniquities  ;  who  paid  ouf 
debt,  and  hath  purchafed  and  fealed  our  pardon  with  his  blood. 
The  curfe  and  condemning  fentence  of  the  law  are  indeed  terri¬ 
ble  ;  but  if  we  have  truly  fled  to  G  hr  iff  for  refuge,  he  hath 
nailed  them  to  his  crofs,  and  will  give  us  a  full  and  free  dif- 


charge- 

Are  you  difcouraged  with  the  infirmities  you  daily  feel,  the  ' 
imperfection  of  your  knowledge,  the  wandering  of  your 
thoughts,  the  coldnefs  of  your  love,  and  the  feeblenefs  of  your 
deiircs? — Faith  can  lbill  find,  a  remedy  in  C h  i  iffc  jefus,  by  re¬ 
minding  m,  that  our  acceptance  with  the  Father  is  through  the 
merits  of  his  Son  : — and  he,  my  friends  is  worthy,  though  we  are 
unworthy  ;  his  righteoufnefs  is  perfeCl  and  without  fpot  :  he  is 
not  weak  when  we  are  weak  ;  he  is  not  diftenipered  when  we 
are  fit k  ;  our  High  Pried  is  unchangeable,  “  the  fame  yefter- 
u  day,  to-day*  and  for  ever*” 

Are  vou  hiraflbd  with  temptations,  thofe  fiery  darts  of  the' 
wicked  one  ?  Still  faith  can  find  a  Saviour  fuited  to  your  neceU 
fity.  Our  great  Lord  fubmitied,  not  only  to  be  tempted  by  Sa¬ 
tan,  but  to  be  tempted  in  a  wildern^fs,  \Hiere  lie  had  none  to 
comfort  him  ;  nay,  tempted  to  the  moll  horrid  biaiphemy  and 
wickednefs,  even  to  fall  down  and  vvorfhip  the  devil  himfelf. 
Look,  therefore,  to  him  “  who  is  touched  with  the  feeling  of 
“  your  infirmities,  having  been  in  all  points  tempted  even  as 

you  are.”  He  who  made  all  temptations  fubfervient  to  the 
triumphs  of  his  own  patience  and  conquering  power,  will  flip- 
port  and  fuccotir  his  tempted  fervants,  and  make  his  grace  vic¬ 
torious  in  the  weakeft  heart*- 


It 


It  fame  tittles  happens,  that  the  foul  is  oppreffed  with  griefs 
and  fears,  which  it  cannot  account  for.  Such  was  the  PfalmifFs 
cafe  when  he  faid,  *•  I  remembered  God,  and  was  troubled  ; 
“  I  complained,  and  my  fpirit  was  overwhelmed  :  O  my  God, 
<e  my  foul  h  calf  down  in  me  ;  I  gm  fo  troubled,  that  1  can- 
((  not  fpeak.”  But  even  in  this  cafe,  faith  can  look  to  Chrid, 
and  remember,  that  he  too  was  in  an  agony  'j  an  agony  more 
painful  than  ar?y  thing  c^n  feel  ;  and  yet,  in  that  agony,  he 
prayed  more  eamehdy — r—r  Faith  will  recollect  the  very  words 
he  uttered,  My  foul  i>  exceeding  forrovjful  even  unto  death. — . 
Now  is  my  foul  troubled,  and  what  /hall  I  fay  /—If  will  re¬ 
mind  us  how  he  cried  upon  the  crofs,  My  God  !  My  God  l 
why  haft  thou  fdrfak&n  me  /  though  even  then  h^  was  If  ill  the 
beloved  cf  the  Father  ;  and  filtered  ail  this,  that  we  might  not 
be  finally  abandoned  and  forfaken. 

After  this  manner  may  we  improve  the  mediation  of  Chrift 
for  bringing  us,  in  all  the  variety  of  our  circumftances,  with 
humble  boldnefs  to  the  throne  of  grace  ;  where  to  our  prefent 
comfort,  and  our  everlafting  joy,  yje  fhall  obtain  mercy 7  and 
find  grace  to  help  m  m  every  f$afon  of  need*  Amen* 
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He  that  /pared  not  his  own  Son ,  hut  delivered  him  up  /or  us  all, 
ho  w  /halt  he  not  with  him  aljo freely  give  us  all  things  $ 

SO  bright  and  luminous  are  the  principles  of  heavenly 
wifdorn,  that  like  the  fun,  they  are  feen  by  their  own 
light,  and  may  rather  be  faid  to  impart  themfelves  to  us,  than 
to  be  difcovered  by  us#  With  regard  to  eternal  things,  the 
learned  have  no  advantages  above  the  unlearned  :  neither  the 
gifts  of  nature,  nor  the  improvements  of  art  confer  any  pre¬ 
cedency  in  the  fchool  of  Ohrid.  The  comfort  of  a  chriftian 
doth  not  depend  upon  a  procefs  of  abftradt  reafoning  ;  but 
refults  immediately  from  the  knowledge  and  belief  of  intereft- 
ingfa.&s,  atteded  by  God,  and  faithfully  recorded  in  the 
Scriptures  of  truth  :  for  as  it  is  the  will  of  God,  that  all  the 
u  heirs  of  promife,”  ibould  have  u  a  drong  confolation,” 
therefore  the  grounds  of  their  confolation  are  brought  to  the 
level  of  the  weaked  capacity,  that  all  his  children  may  have 
equal  accefs  to  them,  and  feed  like  brethren  at  one  common 
table.  .Accordingly,  you  may  obferve,  that,  in  the  pafTage  I 
have  now  read  to  you,  the  Apoflle  only  reminds  us  of  what 
God  hath  already  done  for  Tinners  of  mankind  ;  He  /pared 
not  his  own  Son ,  hut  delivered  him  up/or  ns  all  :  And  indead 
of  reafoning  in  form,  as  if  the  import  of  this  fad  were  dark  or 
.  ambiguous,  betakes  it  for  granted,  that  the  .mod  lim  pie  and 
illiterate,  will  perceive  it  at  once  ;  and  gives  a  defiance  to  ig¬ 
norance,  nay,  to  didrud  itfelf,  either  to  pervert  its  meaning, 
or  to  draw  from  it  any  other  condition  than  what  he  himfejf 
doth  :  How  /hall  he  not  with  him  aljo  freely  give  us  all  things  l 
My  prelent  defign  is,  in  dependence  upon  divine  aid, 

Firf,  To  illudrate  this  great  foundation  of  the  Chriftian’s 
hope,  God  [pared  not  his  own  Son ,  hut  delivered  him  up /or  ns 
all ;  and  then  to  fhcw  in  the 

Second  place,  That  the  gift  which  God  hath  already  bedew¬ 
ed  upon  tinners  of  mankind,  affords  every  fine  ere  believer  the 
abfolute  certainty,  that  nothing  Oiall  be  with-held  from  hirn 
that  is  necehary  to  make  hirn  happy. 
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,1  begin  with  the  great  foundation  of  the  Chrifliatfs  hope, 
which  is  both  the  fubjed:  of  my  text,  and  the  objed;  prefented 
to  us  in  the  holy  facrainent  of  the  fupper  :  God  [pared  ?iot  his 
own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for  us  all • 

Amazing  words  l — The  Gpd  in  whom  we  live,  and  move, 
the  Father  of  oar  fpirits,  and  the  former  of  our  bodies  ;  who 
pofFeffed  an  eternity  ofhappinels  and  glory  before  we  began  to 
exiit,  and  can  neither  be  enriched  by  our  fervices,  nor  lmpo- 
verified  bv  the  want  of  them  : — He  whofe  p-oodnefs  we  had 
abufed  by  the  vileft  ingratitude  ,  whole  omnipotence  we  had 
defied  by  the  molt  infolent  rebellion  ; — even  that  God  “  who 
fpared  not  the  angels  that  finned,  but  hath  referved  them 
hi  everlalting  chains,  under  darknefs,  to  the  judgment  of  the 
great  day,”  vouchiafed  to  pity  and  to  [pare  the  children  of 
men: — Nay,  to  make  way  lor  the  exercife  of  this  dillinguifh- 
ing  mercy,  he  [pared  not  his  own  Son ,  the  Lord  of  angels,  the 
Creator  of  the  worlds,  but  having  fubftituted  him  in  our 
place,  clothed  him  with  our  nature,  and  u  laid  upon  him  the 
“  iniquities  of  us  all,”  he  delivered  him  up,  to  contempt  and 
perfecution,  to  agony  and  torture,  to  death  and  the  grave  ; — - 
and  all  this  for  our  benefit,  to  redeem  us  from  everiaftintr  mi- 
fery,  and  to  reinftate  us  in  that  happinefs  and  gloiy  we  had 
forfeited.  Thefe  are  the  marvellous  doings  of  the  Lord, 
which  the  Apoftle  here  celebrates  with  gratitude  and  wonder, 
as  the  grounds  of  our  faith,  and  hope,  and  joy. 

But  that  our  thoughts  mav  not  wander  in  too  wide  a  field, 
let  us  at  prelent  confine  them  to  the  following  particulars  : 
Fuji,  The  dignity  of  the  fufferer  ;  fecondly ,  The  fuiTei  ings 
he  endured  ;  and,  thirdly ,  1  he  perfons  for  whom,  and  the 
ends  for  which,  he  was  delivered  to  thefe  fufferings.  In  each 
of  thefe  we  fhall  difcover  a  convincing  proof  of  the  iove  of  God, 
a  certain  pledge  of  every  neceffary  bleffing. 

Firjl ,  Let  us  confider  the  dignity  of  the  fufferer.  God, 
faith  thg  Apofile,  fpared  not  his  Son  ^ — —his  own , —  his  pro¬ 
per  Son  ; — “  the  brightnefs  of  his  glory,  and  the  exprefs 


“  image  of  his  perfon  not  a  Son  by  creation,  adoption,  or 
grace,  but  his  “  begotten  Soli,”  of  the  fame  offence  with  him- 
i elf,  and  equal  to  him  in  power  and  in  glory..  Angels  are  cal¬ 
led  Sons  of  God  ;  but  unto  which  of  the  Angels  “  Lid  he  at  .any 
44  tune,  Ihou  art  my  Son,  this  day  have.  1  begotten  thee 
Nay,  Chrift  is  flylcd  the  “  only  begotten  .Son”  of  God  ;  a 
title  of  peculiar  fignificancy,  importing,  that  he  is  not  only  infinite., 
jy  great:  in  hiinfeif,  but  likewife  infinitely  dear  to  the  Father. 
Yet  this  is  the  perfon  whom.  God  hath  lent  to  fave  us  :  and 

•  '  P  'V. .  ,.;i,  .  ;  ■  Curely, 
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furely,  if  the  lbve  of  the  givfcf  1$  to  be  hifcafuiFd  by  thfc  Worth, 
and  value  of  the  gift,  we  may  juftly  fay  of  God’s  love  to  US 
that  4i  it  pafTeth  knowledge.’*  How  loth  was  Jacob,  a  ford 
and  indulgent  parent  to  all  his  children,  how  loth  was  he  th 
lend  Benjamin  down  to  fegyjbt,  even  when  his  own  life,  and 
the  prefer  vat  ion  of  his  whole  family  fee  riled  to  depend  upon  it  ? 
yet  Benjamin  was  not  his  only  fon;  Jacob  had  many  other  chil¬ 
dren  belides  :  Bat,  behold  !  the  great,  the  independent  Je- 
ah,  who  Would  not  fuffer  Abrabath  to  offer  up  his  ifaac, 
but  provided  and  accepted  a  ram  ifl  his  place,  gives  his  own, 
his  only  Son ,  to  be  a  ftcrifice  ior  us.  Here  the  object  is  ib 
high,  that  contemplation  cannot  reach  it  ;  fo  bright  and  daz¬ 
zling,  that  it  overpowers  the  light  can  only  fay  with 

David,  44  This  is  not  the  manner  of  men,  ©  Lord  God  \  y  and 
muft  with  reverence  adore,  wh'at  We  ihall  never  be  able  fully 
ro  comprehend. 

Setoji'dly ,  From  the  dignity  of  the  faSterer,  let  us  proceed  to 
bonfider  the  fuffer ings  he  endured/— — —Two  words  are  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  Apoftle  to  cbrWey  to  our  minds  a  iuitable  appre- 
henfion  both  ot  their  greatneft  and  variety.  God  f  pared  huh 
not  hut  delivered  him  up*— He  /pared  hiirn  not,  that  is,  he  neither 
CXcufed  him  from  fufferihg,  nor  figured  him  while  hie  iuffered  ^ 
he  not  only  put  the  bitter  cup  into  his  hand,  but  kept  it  there 
till  he  had  drank  up  the  dregs  of  it.  With  what  awful  ie Verity 
did  he  iiirup  his  juftice  !  Awake  O  fword,  againftmy  fbepberd, 
and  againft  the  4f  man  that  is  my  fellow.’ *  it  ptenfed  tJ&e  Lord  to 
4i  bruife  him,”  faith  the  evangelical  Prophet,  and  to  put  him 
u  to  gfief, r’  He  Would  n’ot  abate  or  e  tear,  one  'groan,  one 
drop  of  blood,  any  drnifhft ante  either  of  ignominy  or  pain, 
that  was  rfeceftary  to  demobftrate  thfe  evil  of  fin,  and  to  expiate 
that  guilt  which  thrift,  as  tour  Surety,  had  a pptoprra ted  to  him*- 
feif.  Thus  God  fpar'ed  not  his  oio/i  'Son  ,  nay,  infiead  of  Ipar- 
ihg  him,  the  Apoftle  adds, 

He  delivered  hitn  up*  But  he  doth  not  fay  to  whom,  or  to 
What;  because  Thrift  was  delivered  into  io  many  hands,  aban¬ 
doned  or  giving  up  to  fuch  a  variety  of  fu  fie  rings,  that  a  mi¬ 
nute  detail  of  tb'efn  would  haVe  obliged  him  tb  recite  the  whole 

hiftbr 

Idrid  w 

.orrows  and  acquainted  with  gri  r  v 

into  the  Virgin’s  wbmfe  ;  fur  even  then,  O  Chuftians  \ 1  m 

his  paffioh  begin  ;  there  V/a$  that  temple  hamed,  which  a  yet- 

wards,  by  wibked  hands,  waspbfieVI  dbwhbn .  Vhmnt  Calvary  5 

there  that  body  wa-s  prepared,  wfeifc'h  was  Icon rged,  and  'iiflB  - 

edt  and  nailed  to  an  ignominious  arid  accurfed  tree.-  p*;11 

being 
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Iskinfr  thus  made  flefh,  and  brought  forth  into  the  -world,  what 
was  Ths  after  life  bttt  a  repeated  delivery  of  him  to  poverty,  to 
reproach,  to  temptation,  to  perfccution  <  Such  was  the  pomp, 
thefe  were  the  harbingers  which  introduced  him  to  the  crols, 
and 'accompanied  hirn^td  the  grave.—--  Deliver  me  not/’ 


faid  David,  u  into  the  hands  of  mine  enemies  :  and  rus  prayer 

was  hear’d  ;  bat  what  David  obtained,  was  with-held  from 

David’s  Sen  and  Lord  :  for  Chrirt  was  delivered  into  the  hands 

of  hiS  enemies  :  he  was  delivered  to  judas,  who  betrayed  him  ; 

ts  thfe  chief  priefts  and  rulers,  who  infulted  and  reviled  him  ; 

to  Herod  and  his  men  of  war,  who  fet  him  at  nought ;  to 

PilSte,  who  condemned  him  ;  to  the  lie  mm  loidiers,  who'-fu 

cifieii  hifn  ; _ -  Nay,  more,  he  was  delivered  to  inch  a  tense  of 

divine*  Wrath,  that  wrath  which  was  due  to  the  fins  of  men,  as 

jn  the  prophetic  language  of  David,  “  withered  his  heart  like 
*  t  1  ..  ■  °  <-•=  . - v.  t:i-u  -  Sin  is  the 


si 


r  grafs,  and  burnt  up  ins  bones  like  a  heartlv 
ftlho-  of  death,  but  the  wrath  of  God  is  the  fting  of  an  :  wiien 
that3  feiies  upon  an  awakened  conlcience,  oh  !  what  a  d ant 
and  difeon folate  night  doth  it  draw  over  the  dinner’s  mind  .  or 
rather,  what  a  hell  doth  it  kindle  m  his  bofom  ?  fet/tdotft 
it  cannot,  appear  in  its  full  horror  to  us  ;  as  v/e^  ice  not 
ail  the  Malignity  of  tin,  fo  neither  can  we  fee  all  the  wrath 
that  is  due  to  it  :  but-Ghrfft  had  a  full  view  of  both  m  their 
Utmott  extent  ;  and  though  he  could  not  delpair,  for  that  in¬ 
deed  \Vas  impotfibte,  yet  the  agony  he  felt  was  greater  oy  rar 
than  any  delpairmg  fifincr  is  capable  of  feeling,  who  bears  only 
his  own  burthen  ;  whereas  he  lay  prefled  under  the  guilt  of  a 
Whole  World*— It  were  impious  to  lay,  that  the  holy  mar¬ 


tyrs  were  more  patient  than  them  Lord  ;  yet  which  ox  Ml  that 
noble  army  ever  ottered  Inch  difconfolate  language  as  ne  did  ? 
Their  torture  was  their  triumph,  their  fuffermgs  a  recreation  : 
Whereas  the  Sen  of  God  cries  out  in  agony,  “  Now  is  my  loui 
m  troubled,  and  what  fh all  1  lay  V’ - 66  My  Goa  !  my 


u  God  1  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me  LG - Whence  theie  Ud 

V  -  .  .  •  i  t  _ _ i  r. _ _  _  A^C^XX 


rtld  mournful  complaints  ?  Did  they  proceed  from  any  dekit 
af  magnanimity  and  fortitude  ?  No,  my  brethren  ;  it  was  the 
perfection  of  his  mind  that  leemingiy  enfeebled  him  :  the  boun- 
f  ids  extent  oi  his  underitanenng,  which  com  pi  ehendeo  -he  foil 
iSmenfions  of  fin  and  of  wrath,  was  the  foie  caufe  of  his  deep 
and  unparalkkd  difeefc.  It  was  not.  the  feme  nor  the  ^tor¬ 
ment  of  the  crofs  that  affiicled  him  t,  the  thieves  wno  i  offered 
with  him  endured  the  fame  ;  but  his  loui,  if  I  may  be  alidweo 
the  exprelfion,  was  crucified  more  than  his  body  ;  his  beat  t  n«d 

ptr  nails  to  pierce  it  than  his  'hands  or  his  feet  :  in  his  bo- 

dy. 
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dy,  he  felt  the  rage  and  cruelty  of  his  murderers  >  but,  in  his 
foul  he  felt  fufFerings  of  a  more  exquifxe  nature.-— Then  he  bore 
the  griefs,  and  carried  the  furrows  of  all  his  people  ^  then  he 
felt  not  the  fins  only,  but  the  wounds  alfo,  .of  every  broken 
heart  ;  the  torments  of  bis  martyrs,  the  reproaches  of  his  hunts, 
-the  poverty,  the  di  finches,  and  perfecutions,  which  any,  which 
all  of  them  have  felt  or  ft  a  11  feel,  till  the  laft  trumpet  ftall  found 

and  he  fhali  come  again  in  his  glory - Thus  God  J 'pared  not 

his  own  Son  ?  to  thefe  inconceivable  fuffeiirgs was  the. Lord  of 
life  delivered-  Bui  for  whom,  and  for  w hat  ends,  did  the  Son 
of  Gcd  luffer  ?  This  was  the 


Third  thing  I  prcpofed  to  cqnfider.  .  And  after  what ’hath 
been  already  iuggeited,  it  is  unneceffary  that  1  ftguki.fpend 
much  time  upon  this  head.  It  is  evident  that  CLrifi  did  not 
Differ  on  his  own  account  .*  “  He  was  .holy,  harrnlefs,  undefi- 
l{  led,  and  feparated  from  {Inners.” — - — u  He  did  no  fin,  nei- 
“  ther  was  guile  found  in  his  lips.-’ — He  Differed  in  the  room 
of  guilty  man  ;  he  was  delivered/or  vs,  faith  the  Apoftle,  not 
only  for  our  benefit,  but  in  our  place  : — :u  He  was  made  fin  for 
iC  us,  who  knew  no  fin,  that  we  might  be  made  .the  righteouf- 

<e  nefs  of  God  in  him.77 - (i  He  fuffered,  the  juft  for  the  un- 

<(  juft,  that  he  might  bring  us  to  God.” — Do  you  afk,  why 
God  J 'pared  ?iot  his  own  Son  ?  The  anlwer  is, — That  he  might 
fpare  us  :  he  delivered  him  up  to  temporal  fufFerings,  that  we 
might  be  delivered  from  everlalling  punifhment  :  u  For  God 
“  to  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  bon,  that 
ct  whofoever  believeth  in  him  might  not  perifh,  but  have  ever- 
*e  Jailing  life.” — Do  you  aik  again,  Who  may  lay  claim  to  the 
benefit  of  this  gift  ?  1  readily  anfwer,  Every  child  of  Adam 
without  exception,  who  feels  his  need  of  a  Saviour,  and  is  wil¬ 
ling  to  accept  him  as  he  is  offered  in  the  gofpel.  The  death,  as 
well  as  the  birth  of  Chrift,  “  is  good  tidings  of  great  joy  unto 
all  people  to  Gentiles  as  well  as  to  Jews  ;  to  men  of  ail  kin¬ 
dreds,  nations  and  languages  ;  to  Tinners  of  all  forts,  the  jvileft 
not  excepted  :  u  He  is  tue  Lamb  of  God,  which  taketh  away 
44  the  fin  of  ihe  world-”  Every  labouring  and  heavy-laden 
finner  is  invited  to  come  unto  him  ;  and  44  him  that  comcth'  he 

will  in  no  wife  call  out*” - -in  this  fenfe,  Qhrift  is  the  “  Sa- 

viour  of  all  men  though  I  apprehend,  that  as  the  Apofile, 
in  this  paffage,  is  writing  .purpofely  for  the  comfort  of  real 
Chriftians,  this  afiertion,  that  Chrifl  was  delivered  up  for  us 
ally  is  chiefly  intended  to  fignify,  that  all  true  believers  have  an 
equal  intereft  in  this  gift  of  God  ;  the  weakest,  as  well  as  the 
firengefi  ;  the  dejecled  as  well  as  the  joyful  >  the  convert  of 

yefterday, 
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yefterday,  as  well  as  the  oldeft  fervrmt  in  his  family  :  for  the 
inference  he  draws  from  it  is  exprefsly  limited  to  thole  who 
have  received  Chrift  :  How Jhail  he  not,  IV/TH  HIM  ALSO 
freely  give  us  all  things  l - This  leads  me  to  the 

,  fit'* 

Second  branch  of  my  fubjeft  ;  which  is,  to  fhew, 

That  the  gift  which  God  hath  already  beftowed  upon  fin. 
ners  of  mankind,  affords  every  fincere  believer  the  moft  abib- 
lute  certainty,  that  nothing  fliail.be  with  held  from  him  that  is 
neceffary  to  make  him  happy. 

The  Apoftle,  to  give  weight  and  emphafis  to  his  condufion  * 

pu»s  it  into  the  form  of  a  quemon.  How  foal  l  he  not  give  ? _ 1 

It  is  impoffible  that  he  fhould  not  give  ? — ckrknefs  and  light 
may  fooner  become  one,  than  that  God  ftfould  deny  to  behev- 

fcrs  in  Chrift  aught  that  is  conducive  to  their  real  felicity. _ - 

He  fpeaks,  you  fee,  in  the  language  of  a  Turn  nee  and  triumph  ; 
and  well  he  might  ;  for  if  God  [pared  not  his  own  Son>  hut  de¬ 
livered  him  up  for  us  all ,  what  can  be  fuppoftd  to  flop  the  cur¬ 
rent  of  his  bounty  ? - Is  there  any  benefit  too  valuable  for 

God  to  beftow  l - That  cannot  be  ;  the  gift  he  hath  already 

conferred,  is  infinitely  more  precious  than  ail  that  remains  to  be 
given.  .  Other  things  may  be  efthnated,  but,  “  the  riches  of 

Chrift  are  unfear chahle  - “  In  him  dwelleth  all  the 

fulnels  of  the  Godhead  bodily.” - Shall  the  umvorthi- 

nefs  of  the  creature  reft  rain  his  munificence  ?  —This  objection  is 
fully  obviated  by  the  free  and  gratuitous  manner  in  which  God 
hath  beftowed  his  “  unfpeakable  gift  — for  it  is  evident,  that 
we  muft  have  been  far  more  Unworthy  of  a  Saviour,  than  we 
poftibly  can  be  of  any  fubfequent  favour  :  and  feein oGodfbar- 
ed  not  his  own  Son ,  hut  delivered  him  up  for  us  all.  unmerited 
nay,  unfolicited,  what  bounds  can  be  fet  to  the  Chriftian’s  hope  * 
efpecially  when  we  conficler,— that  Chrift  was  delivered  ut>\ o 
fuffenngs  and  death,  for  this  very  end,  that  he  might  remove 
thole  obftru&ions  that  lay  in  the  road  of  mercy,  "and  render 
the  exercife  of  it  confident  with  the  honour  of  the  divine  Go¬ 
vernment. - The  facrifice  of  Immanuel,  afforded  Inch  a  cle- 

m  on  ft  rati  on  of  the  unchangeable  holioefs  and  juflice  of  God 

that  Toll0lr  ftainln?  the  Siory  of  diefe  perfections,  he  may 
now  dnpenie  to  penitent  believers,  all  thofe  bleffings  their  cir. 

cum  fiances  can  require  :  for  what  the  Apoftie  lays  of  the  par 
don  of  fin,  (Rem.  iii.  25,  26.)  may  lawfully  be  '  extended  "to 
every  other  benefit  :  <<  God  hath  let  forth  his  Son  to  be  a  pro-, 
pitiation,  through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his  righteeuf’* 
nefi  for  the  re  mill  ion  of  fins  ; — -  that  he  might  be  juft,  an(j 

“  the 
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“  the  jiiSliier  of  him  who  believeth  in  Jefus.,> — - — -Nay,  my 
brethren,  it  is  not  only  confident  with  tbejuih.ee  of  God,  ro  da 
good  to  those  who  believe  in  Jefus;  but  I  (peak  it  with  rever¬ 
ence,  it  would  bs  inednfiftent  with  his  justice  to  with  hold 
good  from  them  ;  for  Chrift  hath  actually  purchafed  every 
bleiTmg  they  need-  He  was  delivered  up  iC  bv  the  determinate 
“  council,  and  foreknowledge  of  God  not  cafually  or  Unadvi¬ 
sedly,  but  in  canfeqnence  of  a  previous  agreement  or  covenant  ; 
in  which  he  freely  consented,  on  his  part,  i  to  make  his  foul 
•  ‘  an  offering  for  fin  ;>*  and  the  Father  promifed,  that  “  he 
"  fnould  fee  his  feed  that  he  flioul d  “  prolong  his  days 
that  “  the  pie  a  fur  e  of  the  Lord  (hopld  profper  in  his  hand 
and  that  be  fnould  “  fee  the  travail  of  his  foul,  and  be  fatis- 
fled.”  Of  which  falemn  tranfa&ion  we  have  an  authentic 
cony  recorded  by  the  Prophet  Ifaiah,  chap,  liii*  fo,  n* 

What  (hall  we  then  fay  to  thefe  things  l — Hath  God  already 
bellowed  the  greateit  of  all  gifts,  the  unfpecikcihle  ®f  ht$ 

cwn  dear  Son  ? — dQid  he  beftow  it  freely,  when  there  was  no¬ 
thing  in  the  creature  to  merit  or  invite  his  love,  but  on  the  cony 
trarv,  every  thing  to  provoke  his  holy  indignation  ? — W as  this 
gift  defigned  to  pave  the  ' way  for  other  bieffings? — Nay,  fur¬ 
ther,  were  all  other  bleffings  a&ually  purchafed  by  the  infinite 
fa  orifice  of  this  divine  Saviour  ? — How  firm  then  is  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  the  Chriftian’s  hope  ? — With  what  humble,  yet  trium¬ 
phant  confidence,  may  the  believer  adopt  the  words  of  my  text; 
and  put  the  quefbon,  againfl  all  douots,  all  fears,  all  tempta¬ 
tions  that  may  affail  him.  He  that  /pared  not  his  own  Son  hut  de¬ 
livered  him  up  for  us  all ,  how  Jh all  he  not  with  him  alfo freely 

rive  us  all  things  ?  #  t  •  r  ir  cu  n  t  r 

But  we  have  not  yet  examined  the  grant  itfelf.  Snail  1  lay 

the  contents  of  it  are  large  ?  the  expreffion  is  too  feeble  ray 

brethren,  they  are  boundlefs,  they  are  infinite  :  thefe  rtW(? 

words  all  things,  comprehend  both  heaven  and  earth  in  tneif 

bofom  ;  and  thus  they  are  explained  by  this  ,ame  Apoitie,  i 

Cor.  iii-  21-  “  All  things  are  yours  •  whether  1  aui,  or  Apot- 

“  los,  or  Cephas,  or  the  world,  or  life,  or  death,  or  things 

«/  nrefent  or  things  to  come  ;  all  are  yours ;  and  ye  are  vnrufc  s  ; 

«  a„d  Chrift  is  God’s."— And  is  “  the  world"— too  a  part 

of  the  Chrifrian’s  portion  ?  Yes.  my  friends.  But  then  it  is 

«  theAvorld"  conquered  by  faith,  and  crucified  to  us  by  tile 

crofs  of  our  Redeemer-  “  The  luft  of  the  eye,  the  luft  of  the 

“  flefh.  and  the  pride  of  life,"  are  no  parts  at  that  wor  d  where 

cf  the  Anoftle  there  fpeaks,  except  it  be  in  this  enfe,  that  they 

fubdued  and  mortified.  Chrift  did  not  fubnut  to  hunger 
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and  chirft  that  we  might  riot  in  luxury  \  he  did  not  become; 
poor,  that  we  might  poflefs  great  efiatos  ;  he  did  not  ftoop  to, 
ignominy  and  to  death,  that  we  might  be  dignified  with  world¬ 
ly  honours*  Thefe  are  not  included  among  the  all  things  ia 
my  text,— the  truth  is,  they  hardly. deferve  the  name  of  things  ; 
—They  are  mere  cyphers,  the  creatures  of  opinion  and  fancy*. 
Which  have  no  fignificancy,  no  price,  but  what  mildakc  and  de.. 

Jufion  have  wantonly  fet  upon  them.— . - Our  inheritance 

then  is  not  dimini  died  when  all  thefe  are  left  out  ;  nor  hath 
the  Chriftian  any  inducement  to  vitiate  his  charter,  by  interlin¬ 
ing  it  with  thofe  carnal  additions  which  a  vain  imagination  is 
too  apt  to  fuggell*  With  Chrifl  he  hath  all  things  which  are 
fubfervicnt  to  the  purpofes  for  which  Chrift  was  delivered  .-par¬ 
don  to  remove  his  guilt  ;  grace  to  aid  him  hi  the  performance 
of  duty  ;  comfdrt  to  fupporc  him  under  the  preflure  of  afflic¬ 
tion  ;  every  needful  fupply  during  his  journey  through  this 
world,  and  immortal  life  and  happmefs  in  th£  next.— Hath  not 
the  Chriftian  then  **  a  goodly  heritage,’*  \vh,o  hath  God  and 
the  creature,  grace  and  glory,  time  and  eternity  ;  who  is  fafe 
among  enemies  as  well  as  among  friends  ;  who  lives  in  commu¬ 
nion  with  God  on  earth,  and  ihall  dwell  with  him  in  heaven 
for  evermore  ?  Say,  O  Chriitians,  hath  iuch  a  man  reafou  to 
complain  of  his  portion  ? 

But  let  it  be  obferved,  that  all  thefe  things  are  given  with 
Chrifl;  :  his  perfon  and  his  benefits  can  never  be  divided.  This 
is  the  order  which  God  hath  eftablifhed  He  firft  gives  us 
his  own  Son  ;  and  when  that  unfpeahab lq  gift  is  thankfully 
received,  then,  together  with  his  Son,  he  freely  gives  us  all 
other  things . — But  without  him,  we  have  pd  right  to  any  thing 
we  poflefs  ;  the  food  we  eat,  the  raiment  we  put  on,  are  noc 
ours;  we  are  ufurpers,  we  are  robbers  ;  and  as  fuch,  /hall  be 
feverely  reckoned  with  at  laft— This  Ihall  be  the  condemna¬ 
tion  tff  unbelievers  at  the  great  day,  that  they  fraudently  feiz* 
cd  upon  their  mailer’s  goods,  and  rejected  the  Saviour,  through 
whom  alone  they  could  mi ve  obtained  a  righteous  title  to  them  ; 
and  their  condemnation  (hall  be  the  heavier  upon  this  account, 
that  the  Saviour  was  in  their  offer,  and  with  him  a  full  tight  cj 
every  benefit  they  enjoyed.  Think  of  this,  ye  who  forger  God, 

and  have  nituci  to  luined  a  deaf  ear  to  the  cuds  of  his  (yrace _ - 

And,  * 

Let  thofe  who  have  complied  with  the  gospel  invitation,  and 
thankfully  accepted  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl,  take  comfort  from, 
what  hath  been  fpoken  upon  this  fubjeft,  and  approach  the  ta¬ 
ble  of  the  Lord  with  enlarged  expectations  of  obtaining  all  th~t 

Voi-  L  '  Q*.  *  is 
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is  neceffary  to  render  them  truly  happy*-«*-God  perfectly  know, 
eth  what  we  (land  moft  in  need  of :  he  knoweth  whether  health 
Of  ficknefs,  riches  or  poverty  ;  whether  cordials  to  cherifli,  or 
ihedicines  of  a  different  operation  are  beft  for  us-  With  re- 
lp eft  to  thefe,  it  is  our  duty  and  our  intereft  to  fubjeft  our 
choice  entirely  to  his  pleafure.  This  fhould  be  our  chief,  our 
only  care,  to  renew  from  the  heart  our  thankful  acceptance  of 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  :  and  then  we  may  be  allured  that  no¬ 
thing  can  come  amifs  to  us  ;  For  he  that  J pared  nit  his  own 
Son,  hut  delivered  him  up  for  us  all%  Jhall  certainly  with  him 
ulfOy  freely  give  us  M  things.  Amen* 
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Romans  viii.  31. 

What  Jh all  w£  then  fay  to  thefe  things  ?  If  God  he  for  us,  who 

can  he  agennjl  us  $ 

TH  I  S  chapter  contains  a  large  and  animated  detail  of  the 
privileges  that  belong  to  believers  in  Chrifl  Jefus  ;  and 
lays  open  thofe  fprings  of  true  confolation,  with  which  the  gof-^ 
pel-covenant  is  plentifully  ftored.  Nothing  is  wanting  that  our 
prefent  condition  renders  neceflary  or  defireable  ;  a  fuitable  and 
an  efFe&ual  remedy  is  provided  both  for  our  guilt  and  pollu¬ 
tion*  No  (in  can  exceed  the  merit  of  a  Redeemer’s  blood  :  no 
luit  can  withstand  the  power  of  his  victorious  grace,  fo  that  we 
may  juitly  adopt  the  words  of  the  returning  prodigal,  and  fay, 
as  he  did,  that  u  in  our  Father’s  houfe  there  is  bread  enough 
and  to  fpare.” 

In  the  two  preceeding  verfes,  the  Apofile  leads  us  upward 
to  the  fource  and  fountain  of  all  thofe  bleflings  we  prefently 
poiTefs,  or  hope  to  enjoy  ;  namely,  the  eternal  love  of  an  un¬ 
changeable  God.  It  was  his  fell-moving  goodnefs  that  prompt¬ 
ed  hirn  to  devile  the  method  of  our  recovery  :  and  the  fcheme 
is  fo  wifely  laid,  fo  complete  and  finifhed  in  all  its  parts,  that  no 
power  or  policy  can  defeat  the  execution  of  it  :  u  For  whom 
“  God  did  foreknow  .he  alfo  did  predeftinate  to  be  conformed 
**  to  the  image  of  his  Son,  that  he  might  be  the  firft-borrv 
“  among  many  brethren.  Moreover,  whom  he  did  predefii- 
ii  nate  them  he  aifo  called ;  and  whom  he  called ,  them  he  a!- 
“  fojudrified  :  and  whom  he  jollified,  them  he  alfo  glorified.” 
— ——So  that  the, man  whom  God  hath  “  called  by  his  grace,’* 
is  juft  as  fafe  as  omnipotence  can  make  him*  Looking  back¬ 
ward  to  God’s  purpofe  before  time  commenced,  and  forward  to 
the  glory  that  awaits  him  when  time  (hall  be  no  more,  he  may 
boldly  bid  defiance  to  every  adverfe  power,  faying,  in  the  triw- 
uni  pliant  language  of  this  Apoltle,  “  Who  (hall  lay  any  thing, 
“  to  the  charge  of  God’s  e led  and,  (t  Who  fhail  ieparate  us 
u  from  the  love  of  God  V1 
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The  words  I  am  to  difcourfe  upon,  prefent  the  infplred 
thor  to  our  view  in  a  very  ftriking  and  agreeable  light.  Tranf- 
ported  and  overpowered  with  the  grearnefs  of  the  fubje<ft,  he 
makes  a  iudden  and  folemn  paufe  ;  and  then  alks  the  quefticn, 
— W hat  Jhall  ws  fay  to  thefe  things  ? — Nothing  can  be  faid 
againjl  them  :  and  it  is  impoflible  to  exceed  in  their  juft  com¬ 
mendation*  What  then  Jhall  we  fay  to  them?  What  ufe  (hall 
we  make  of  thefe  comfortable  truths  ?  or  what  condition  ihall 

we  draw  from  them  ? - This  I  take  to  be  the  true  meaning 

of  the  queftion.  And  an  important  question  it  is  :  Blefled  be 
God,  who  pqt  it  into  the  heart  of  his  fervant  both  to  propofe 

and  anfwer  it. - Well  then,  what  doth  a  St-  Paul  fay  to  thefe 

things  ?  or  rather,  what  anfwer  doth  the  fpirit  of  God  indite? 
— Let  every  believer  in  Chrift  liften  with  joy,  and  apply  it  to 
himfelf  :  If  God  he  for  ztsy  v^ho  cart  he  againjl  us? 

As  the  Apoftle,  through  the  whole  of  this  chapter,  fpealcs 
in' the  chara&er  of  an  allured  Chriftian,  the  word  if  cannot  be 
fuppofed  to  imply  any  doubtfuJnefs  or  uncertainty  about  the 
truth  of  the  propofition  to  which  it  relates  ;  but  rather  taketh 
it  for  granted,  and  is  of  the  fame  import,  as  though  the  Apof¬ 
tle  had  exprefled  hirnfelf  thus  :  Seeing  that  God  is  far  us  : 
And  therefore  inftead  of  proving  what  none  will  deny,  namely, 
that  this  privilege  doth  really  belong  to  fan&ified  believers,  I 
fhall  rather,  *,n  the  firji  place,  briefly  unfold  its  meaning  and 
worth  ; — and  then  (hew  in  the  fecond  place,  what  a  (olid  foun¬ 
dation  it  lays  for  the  joyful  conclusion,  or  rather  the  trium¬ 
phant  challenge,  in  the  dole  of  the  ver(e,  Who  can  he  againjl 
ns  ?  ~ 

I  begin  with  unfolding  the  privilege  itfelf,  God  ts  for  us* 
And  it  neceflarily  implies,  that  God  is  our  friend-  This  is  the 
very  low  eft  fenfe  the  words  will  bear  :  and  yet,  my  brethren, 
who  can  tell,  nay,  who  can  conceive  the  importance  and  worth 

of  this  Angle  blefling  ? - To  be  in  a  ftate  of  favour  with 

the  greateft  and  the  beft  of  Beings,  the  Father  of  our  Spirits 
too,  upon  whom  we  con/hntly  depend  for  life,  and  all  things  , 
how  delightful  the  thought  !  How  difmal  to  fuppofe  ourfelves 
in  the  onpofite  condition  ! — —As  I  fpeak  at  prefent  to  real 
Chriftians1  Only,  ‘I  need  not  enlarge  upon  this  branch  of  your 
happinefs.  Many  of  you,  doubtl‘ef$;  can  remember  the  time 
when  lying  under  tbs  fenfe  of  unpnrdoned  guilt,  and  the  fear- 
ftil  apprehenflons  of  defer ved  wrath,  \ou  would  have  parted 
with  ten  thoufand  worlds  like  this,  for  one  ray  of  God'scoun. 

tenafftce  for  the  remote!!:  hint  of  p  arden  and  acceptance*-?  • 

•  •  ‘  Such 
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Such,  I  know,  will  require  no  commendation  of  the  divine 
friend/hip  :  You  have  already  learned  from  experience,  the 
furefl  and  moft  convincing  teacher,  that  no  enjoyment  is  com# 
parable  to  the  aflu ranee  of  God’s  love  ;  nay,  chat  all  other  en¬ 
joyments  are  taflelefs,  or  rather  bitter,  without  it. 

But  the  exprellion  carries  in  it  a  higher  meaning  than  this  t 
It  not  only  imports  that  God  is  reconciled  to  us  ;  but  that  he 

likewife  taketh  our  part,  and  is  active  for  our  good. - God 

is  for  us ;  that  is,  he  is  on  our  fide,  and  employs  alibis  perfec¬ 
tions  for  our  fafety  and  happineis.  He  not  only  gracioufly  for¬ 
gives  what  hath  formerly  been  done  by  us  again!!  hirnfelf ;  but 
as  far  as  can  conlift  with  the  perfe&ion  and  happineis  of  his  na¬ 
ture,  he  feels  and  refents  what  by  others  is  at  any  time  done 
againft  us*  u  He  that  toucheth  you,”  faith  he,  “  touchetk  the 
“  apple  of  mine  eye*”  And  what  fliall  we  think  of  this  £ — * 
Balaam  could  fay,  “  Surely  there  is  no  enchantment  again!!  Ja- 
“  cob,  neither  is  there  any  divination  again!!  Ifrael  f  for  “  the 
“  Lord  his  God  is  with  him,  and  the  ihout  of  a  king  is  among 

“  them* - Yet  this  privilege  is  common  to  all  believers  in 

Chrift  :  the  Lord  of  hods  is  their  guardian  as  well  as  their 
friend  ;  he  chargeth  hirnfelf  with  their  protection  ;  he  adopts 
them  into  his  family  ;  and  not  only  dignifies  them  with  the  ti¬ 
tle  of  children,  but  doth  likewife  enrich  them  with  all  the  im¬ 
munities  and  privileges  which  that  high  and  endearing  appella¬ 
tion  imports.  And  what  may  they  not  exped!  from  fuch  a  Fa¬ 
ther  ?  whofe  wifdom  is  infinite,  whofe  power  is  irrefutable, 
whofe  “  mercy  is  everlahing,”  and  whofe  u  truth  endureth  to 

“  all  generations.” - And  when  I  mention  the  truth  of 

God,  this  leads  me  to  oblerve  another  important  fenfe,  in  which 
it  may  be  juftly  faid,  that  Gcd  is  for  us  ;  namely, 

That  he  is  our  God  in  covenant,  and  hath  pledged  his  ve¬ 
racity  and  faithfulnefs  for  every  bleffing  our  circumftances  can 
require. - It  is  comfortable  to  know  that  God  is  not  only  re¬ 

conciled  to  us,  but  that  he  likewife  taketh  our  part',  and  is  abtive 
for  our  good- — — Neverthelefs,  as  that  jealoufy,  which  is  in- 
leparable  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  guilt,  might  {till  fuggeit  to  us, 
that  lome  unforefeen  caqfe  may  throw  us  out  of  his  protection  ; 
therefore  “  God  being  willing  more  abundantly  to  Ihevv  unto 
**  the  heirs  of  promife  the  immutability  of  his  counfel,  hath 
t  S  confirmed  it  by  an  oath  ;  that  by  two  immutable  things,  in 
u  which  it  was  impoffible  for  God  "to  lie,  we  might  have  a 
u  ftrong  confolation  who  have  fled  for  refuge  to  lay  hold  up- 
u  on  the  hope  let  before  us.”  God  hath  not  left  us  to  {pell 
out  cur  privileges,  or  to  reafon  ourfdves  into  the  hope  of 
--  good 
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good  things  ;  he  hath  plainly  told  us  what  is  in  his  heart ;  he 
hath  put  his  merciful  defigrts  into  the  form  of  a  covenant,  and 
expreffed  them  in  a  variety  of  gracious  promifes ;  by  the  help 
of  which  we  may  lay  hold  upon  his  truth,  and  plead  the  ho* 
nour  of  the  (Godhead  for  every  blefling  we  need,  Nay,  this 
covenant  is  fealed  with  the  blood  of  his  own  Son;  upon 
which  account  it  fometimes  gets  the  name  of  a  teflament ;  tha* 
is,  an  irrevocable  deed,  made  fore  d  unalterable  by  the  death 
of  the  tejlator .  Hereby  the  firmed:  foundation  is  laid  for  our 
fair h  and  hope  ;  and  that  our  joy  may  be  full,  he  hath  insti¬ 
tuted  the  holy  facrament  of  the  tapper,  wherein  vdible  pled« 
ges  of  his  love  are  put  into  our  hands  ;  and  by  bread  and 
wine,  the  appointed  fymbois  of  the  broken  body  and  iked  blood 
of  our  Redeemer,  Chriff,  and  alt  the  benefits  of  his  purchafe, 
are  reprefented,  fealed,  and  applied  to  believers. 

Thefe  few  hints  may  ferve  to  give  you  feme  view  both 
of  the  meaning  and  worth  of  this  important  privilege  :—God 
ii  for  us  :  he  is  our  friend  ;  he  is  on  our  fide  ;  he  is  our  God 
in  covenant,  and  hath  given  us  every  kind  of  fecurity  our 
hearts  could  defire,  for  whatever  is  conducive  to  our  real  in- 
tereft.  In  all,  and  in  each  of  thefe  refpeHs  may  the  Ghriftian 
fay,  that  God  is  for  him •  Let  us  now  con  fide  r  in  the 

Second  place,  The  eonfequence  of  this  privilege,  or  the  joy¬ 
ful  conduiion  which  the  Apollle  draws  from  it :  JVho  can  be 
egainji  us? 

h  is  exprefTed  you  fee,  in  the  form  of  a  queftion,  or  chal¬ 
lenge  :  be.  Paul,  in  the  name  of  all  true  believers,  gives  a 
bold  defiance  to  earth  and  hell,  and  triumphs  in  the  aiforancc 
of  their  lafety  and  happinefs.  The  queition  doth  not  imply, 
that  they  who  have  God  on  their  lids,  fhall  have  no  enemies 
at  all  ;  foch  an  immunity  would  be  inconfillent  with  a  {late  of 
tryal,  and  the  Scriptures  give  us  no  warrant  to  exped  any  thing 
of  this  kind  ;  on  the  contrary,  they  allure  us  that  ki  through 
Ci  much  tribulation  we  mult  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  hea- 
tfc  ven.?>  Our  adveifary  the  devil,  as  a  roaring  lion,  walkeih 
about  feeking  “  v  horn  he  may  devour-’,  l<  \Ve  wrellle  not 
“  only  again#  fie£b  and  blood  ;  but  again!!  principalities  and 
cc  powers,  again!!  the  rulers  of  the  darkneis  of  this  world, 
ct  and  again!!  fpiritual  wickednefles  in  high  places.’’  And  as 
in  the  days  of  Abraham,  “  he  that  was  born  after  the  fielh, 
“  perforated  him  that  was  born  after  the  fpirif ;  even  fo  it 
“  is  now.”  Nor  fhall  this  warfare  ceafe,  till  that  great  day  of 
the  Lord  come,  when  “  all  his  enemies  foallbe  made  his  foot- 
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*.  (tool.”  But  the  queftion,  or  defiance,  may  lawful!/  be  con- 
fidered  as  importing  the  blowing  particulars. 

\jly  That  none  Jball  be  agamft  m  whole  favour  is  defire. 

^  That  the  children  of  God  too  frequently  fall  out  among 
themfelves,  and  fquabble  in  the  dark,  h  a  melancholy  truth  ; 
and  that  thefe  contentions  are  unfeernly  and  hurtful  things, 
cannot  be  denied  :  But  a  little  more  day-light  would  foon  put 
an  end  to  the  fcuffie,  make  them  aJhamed  of  their  mistakes, 
and  unite  them  in  the  bonds  of  an  everlafting  friendfliip.  The 
perfons  I  fpeak  of,  are  they  who  are  enemies  to  believers  as 
fuch  :  and  of  them  I  fay,  that  their  favour  is  not  worthy  to  be 
coveted,  neither  doth  the  want  of  it.deferve  to  be  regretted. 
What  regard  is  due  to  the  judgment  of  thole  who  are  f» 
blind,  that  they  fee  no  beauty  in  the  infinitely  perfect  God 
himfelf  ?  ei^ecially  when  their  enmity  again#  us  is  only  the 
natural  effect  of  this  woeful  ftupidity  ;  according  to  that  affer- 
tion  of  the  Apoftle  John,  “  Therefore  the  world  knoweth  us 

-  not,  bee  a  life  it  knew  him  not.” - <♦  If  the  world  hate 

u  yon^V  faid  our  Lord,  “  ye  know  that  it  hated  me  before 
<<  it  hated  you*  If  ye  were  of  the  world,  the  world  would 
*6  love  his  own  ;  but  becaufe  ye  are  not  of  the  world,  but  I 
chofeU  you  out  of  the  world,  therefore  the  world  hat- 
a  eth  you.”  And  ought  any  wife  man  to  be  difquieted  on  that 
account  ? _ _ —Nay,  my  brethren,  did  we  view  our  ene¬ 

mies  in  this  light,  we  fhould  look  upon  them  as  objects  of  pity, 
rather  than  of  fear  or  refentment  ;  and  any  little  hurt  they 
could  do  to  us,  would  fcarcely  be  felt,  whilft  we  thought  of  the 
infinitely  greater  mifehief  they  were  doing  to  themfelves. 

zdlyy  If  God  ht  for  nsy  who  can  prevail  againjl  7/s  ?  Wh© 
lhall  be  able  totally  to  fubdue  us,  to  deprive  us  of  the  glory 
and  happinefs  we  look  for  ?  Indeed,  if  the  fafety  of  believers 
depended  on  their  own  ability  to  keep  hold  of  God ;  if  they 
were  left  as  it  were,  to  hang  upon  him  by  the  mere  flrength 
of  their  own  arms  ;  a  little  force  or  cunning  might  foon  loofen 
their  grafp,  and  pull  them  away  from  him.  But  herein,  my 
brethren,  lies  their  fecurity,  an  omnipotent  God  keepeth  fait 
hold  of  them  ;  they  are  committed  to  that  good  Shepherd 
“  who  gathers  the  lambs  with  his  arms,  and  carries  them  in 
“  his  bofom,  and  gently  leads  thofe  that  are  with  young 
They  are  joined  to  God  by  the  bond  “  of  an  everlafting  cove- 
“  nant,  ordered  in  all  things  and  fure  and  they  who  would 
attempt  to  tear  them  from  him*,  mu#  fir#  of  all  make  void 
that  covenant,  reverfe  the- unchangeable  purpofe  of  God,  and 
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oblige  the  Almighty  to  refign  his  power. - 
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defperate  enterprife  in  whiph  the  enemies  of  God’s  children  are 
engaged  :  it  is  not  the  creature,  but  the  Creator  they  have 
to  cope  with  ;  Jehovah  himfelf  mull  be  overcome,  befoie  the 
we^keft  believer  can  fall  into  their  hands.  Juftly  then  might 
the  Apoftle  fly,  as  in  the  clofe  of  this  chapter,  “  Who  fhall  !e- 
parate  us  from  the  love  of  Chrilt  ?  fhall  tribulation^  or  dif- 
trefs,  or  perfection,  or  famine,  or  nakednefs,  or  peril,  or. 

cc  fword  P - Nay,  in  all  thefe  things  we  are  more  than 

conquerors,  through  Him  that  loved  us.  For  I  am  perfuad*- 
ed,  that  neither  death  nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor  principalities, 
nor  powers,  nor  things  prefent,  nor  things  to  come,  nor 
height,  nor  depth.  n6r  any  other  creamfe,  fhall  be  able  to 
feparate  us  from  the  love  of  God  which  is  in  Ghrift  Jefus  our 

Lord.” - Nay,  my  text  will  allow  us  to  advance  a 

flep  farther,  and  to  fay  in  the 

3  d  place,  If  God  be  for  us,  who  fhall  be  able  to’ do  us  any 
material  hurt  in  rhe  mean  time?  To  be  affared  of  final  falva- 
tion,  is  indeed  an  unfpeakable  blefling  ;  to  know  that  our  ene¬ 
mies  fhall  not  totally  prevail  againft  us,  is  a  defireable  privilege  » 
yet  n  great  addition  would  be  made  to  our  comfort,  could  we 
alfo  be  affared,  that  their  malice  and  enmity,  infiead  of  hurt¬ 
ing  us,  fhall  contribute  as  means  to.  promote  our  true  interest* 
Well,  then,  the  Apofile,  under  the  direHion  of  God’s  unerring 
Spirit*  hath  afferted  this  in  the  ffrongefl  and  moft  abfolute 
terms  ;  “  We  know,”  faith  he  at  the  28th  verfe  of  this  chap¬ 
ter  ;  we  do  not  barely  hope,  but  “  we  know ,  that  all  things 
“  work  together  for  good,  to  them  that  love  God,  to,  them 

“  who  are  the  called  according  to  hispurpole.” - —-—Satan 

endeavours  to  blow  out  the  fpark  of  grace  ;  but  inftead  of  that 
he  kindles  it  into  a  flame,  and  only  blows  away  the  allies  that 
covered  it*  He  plieth  the  faints  with  his  fiery  darts  ;  but  in¬ 
ftead  of  killing  them,  be  renders  them  more  expert  in  the  art 
of  defence,  teacheth  them  the  ufe  of  “  the  fiiield  of  faith,” 

and  the  other  ports  of  their  fpiritual  armour* - In  Ihort, 

God  efFe ftually  baffles  every  attempt  of  their  enemies  :  “  He 
*<  beats  their  fwords  into  plough -(hares,  and  their  fpears  into 
<<  pruning- hooks  that  is,  he  converts  their  hoftile  weapons 
into  inftruments  of  hufbandry,  for  the  culture  and  improve¬ 
ment  of  his  people,  that  in  greater  abundance  they  may  bring 
forth  “  thole  fruits  of  righteoufnefs,  which  are,  through  Jefus 

Chrift,  to  his  praife  and  glory.” 

Thus  have  I  opened  the  joyful  import  of  this  queftion,  or 
challenge,  If  God  be  for  ust  who  can  be  againft  use  And  in 
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the  review  of  all  that  hath  been,  faid,  can  we  forbear  to  cry 
out  with  the  holy  Plalmift,  “  Happy  is  the  people  that  is  in 
«  fuch  a  cafe  ;  yea,  happy  is  that  people  whole  God  is  the 
«  Lord  !”  What  I  further  intend  is  to  give  a  few  plain  and  ne- 
ceiTary  directions  about  the  ufe  you  ought  to  make  of  this 
comfortable  fubjecl. 

But  before  I  proceed  to  thefe,  cotnpaOion  to  the  fouls  of 
fome  who  may  be  hearing  me,  obliges  me  to  fet  before  you  a 
very  different  prcfped:,  by  inverting  the  aueffion,  and  putting  it 
in  this  form. 

Lf  God  be  again  ft  vs,  who  then  can  be  for  us  ? 

The  Lord  is  in  his  holy  temple,  the  Lord’s  throne  is  in 
*e  heaven,  his  eyes  behold,  his  eye  lids  try  the  children  of 
men.  The  Lord  trieth  the  righteous  :  but  the  wicked,  and 
c‘  him  that  ioveth  violence,  his  foul  hateth.  Upon  the  wicked 
“  he  fhali  rain  fnares,  fire  and  brimftone,  and  an  horrible  teni- 
6C  pefl  :  this  ffiall  be  the  portion  of  their  cr>.” — — “  Thine 
“  hand  fhali  find  out  all  thine  enemies,”  faith  the  Pfalmift, 
“  thy  right  hand  fhall  find  out  thofe  that  hate  thee  :  thou  fhalt 
c<  make  them  as  a  fiery  oven  in  the  time  of  thine  anger  ;  the 
u  Lord  fhali  fwailow  them  up  in  his  wrath,  and  the  fire  ihall 
devour  them.”  How  awful  are  thefe  words  uttered  by  God 
hirnfelf  !  “  I,  even  I  am  he,  and  there  is  no  God  with  me  : 
“  I  kill  and  I  make  alive  -7  I  wound,  and  1  heal,  neither  is 
there  any  that  can  deliver  out  of  my  hand.  Fori  lift  up 
tc  my  hand  to  heaven,  and  fay,  I  live  for  ever.  If  I  whin 
“  my  glittering  fword,  and  mine  hand  take  hold  on  judgment  ; 

I  will  render  vengeance  to  mine  enemies,  and  will  reward 
<(  them  that  hate  me  :  1  will  make  mine  arrows  drunk  with 

4t  blood,” - And  u  can  you  hand  before  his  indignation  ? 

4£  Gan  you  abide  in  the  hercenefs  of  his  anger,  when  his  fury 
“  is  poured  out  like  fire,  and  the  rocks  are  thrown  down  by 
“  him  ?”  Confider  this,  ye  that  forget  God,  left  he  tear  you  in 
pieces  when  there  ihall  be  none  to  deliver.  Who  can  make 
you  happy,  if  God  pronounce  you  miferable  ?  Who  can  p-'ive 
quietnefs,  if  he  caufe  trouble  ?  Who  can  fereen  you  from  his 
juflice  ?  And  Oh  !  who  can  fupport  you  under  the  weight  of 

his  vengeance  ? - For  the  Lord’s  fake,  take  aferious  view  of 

your  condition  ;  and  then  turn  your  eyes  to  that  compaffiorxate 
Redeemer,  whofe  arms  are  yet  extended  to  embrace  you  — 
Flee  fpeedily  to  him  as  your  only  fan&uary  :  Let  the  earth  bo 
acquainted  with  your  bended  knees :  let  the  air  be  acquainted 
with  ycur  fervent  {applications,  till  you  have  reafon  to  con- 
elude,  that  you  are  vitally  united  to  the  Lord  jefus  Chrii:  who 
VoL  L  R  -  of 
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“  of  God  is  made,5*  unto  all  who  believe  in  him,  u  wifdom^ 
€i  and  righteoufnefs,  and  fan&ification,  and  redemption.” 

As  for  you  who  are  Chriftians  indeed,  to  whom  all  the  com¬ 
fort  ol  this  text  belongs,  let  me  beg  your  attention  to  a  few  ne~ 
ceflary  advices,  with  which  1  {ball  conclude  this  difcourfe. 

j ft,  Beware  of  defpifmg  your  enemies  ;  for  that  {hall  betray 
you  into  fecurity  and  carlelfnefs-  Remember,  that  however 
weak  they  are  in  comparifon  with  God,  yet  in  the mfelves  they 
are  ftrong  and  formidable  — infornuch  that  were  God  to 
lock  on,  and  leave  you  to  your  own  defence,  you  fhould  quick¬ 
ly  and  eafily  be  overmatched.  In  other  armies  the  flrength 
of  the  general  confifleth  in  the  number  and  valour  of  his 
troops  ;  but  in  the  Chriftian  army,  the  flrength  of  the  whole 
hoik  and  of  every  foldier  iri  particular,  lies  in  him  who  is  the 
Lord  of  holds.  We  ought  therefore  to  maintain  an  habitual 
jealoufy  of  ourfelves  :  we  are  never  in  greater  danger  than 
when  we  are  moil*  confident  that  we  are  out  of  danger  ;  fo  than 
the  caution  which  the  Apoftle  gave  to  the  Gentile  converts  is 
always  in  feafon  :  “  Be  not  high-minded,  but  fear;”  and 
acrain,  u  Let  him  that  thinketh  he  ftandeth,  take  heed  left  he 
«t° fall.”  At  the  fame  time,  though  you  muft  not  -defpife  your 
enemies,  yet  neither  in  the 

id  place,  Ought  you  to  be  afraid  of  them.  The  true  Chi  if- 
t’ian  temper  lies  in  the  juft  medium  betwixt  thefe  oppoike  ex¬ 
tremes  :  and  therefore  we  are  exhorted,  not  only  “  to  watch,” 
b  italfo  to  u  quit  ourfelves  like  men  “  to  endure  hard- 

a  jnefs  as  good  loldiers  of  Jefus  Chrift,” — 1 — and  to  be  ftrong 
in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  “  of  his  might.”  a  Fear  not,” 
faith  God,  “  for  I  am  with  thee  :  be  not  difmayed,  for  I  am 
<c  pny  Qoc]  ;  I  will  flrengthen  thee  ;  yea,  I  will  help  thee  ; 
tt  yea  I  will  uphold  thee  with  the  right  hand  of  my  righte- 

u  onfaefs.” _ After  this  encouraging  manner  doth  God 

fpeak  to  his  children-  Nay,  he  chides  them  when  they  be¬ 
tray  the  leaf!  timoroufnefs  in  his  fer vice  :  as  in  Ifaiah,  ch.  li. 
12,  13.  u  Who  art  thou,  that  thou  lhouldft  be  afraid  of  a 
«cr  ’rj?n  that  fliall  die,  arid  of  the  fon  of  man  which  fliall  be 
mac]e  as  c-rafs?  and  forgetteft  the  Lord  thy  Maker,  that  hath 
“  ft  retched  forth  the  heavens,  and  laid  the  foundations  of  the 
earth  ?  and  haft  feared  continually  every  day,  becaufe  of 
iC  r^e  fury  of  the  oppreffor,  as  if  he  were  ready  to  deftroy  ? 

“  And  where  is  the  fury  of  the  oppreffor  ?” - -Hear  how 

j yaV]d  triumphs  in  the  affurance  of  his  iafcty,  upon  grounds 
which  are  common  to  all  believers  in  Chrift  :  ‘c  The  Lord  is 
a  my  light  and  my  falvation,  whom  fliall  I  fear?  The  Lord 
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“  is  the  ftrength  of  rnj  life,  of  whom  lhall  I  be  afraid? 


Though  an  hoi!  fhould  encamp ;againft  me,  my  heart  lhall 
“  not  fear  :  though  war  fhould  rile  a  gain  if  me,  in  this  will  I 
“  be  confident.”  Let  the  wicked  tremble,  they  have  reaibn 
to  do  fo  y  but  i(  let  the  heart  of  every  one  rejoice  that  leeks 
“  the  Lord.”  Victory  is  eniured  to  you;  the  g^eaf  Captain 
oi  lalvatlon”  hath  already  conquered  all  your  enemies,  and 
ere  long  he  lhall  return,  and  bring  you  with  finging  into  the 
heavenly  Zion  :  then  lhall  you  obtain  glad nefs  and  joy,  and 
borrow  and  mourning  lhall  dee  away.  — But  as  the  ftrength 
by  which  you  mult  overcome  is  not  your  own,  this  makes  it 
ne c diary  that  I  direct  and  exhort  you  in  the 

3d  place,  To  depend  upon  God,  and  to  walk  clofely  with 
him.  For  this  end,  “  abide  in  Chrift  for  there  it  is  alone 
that  God  and  linners  can  meet  as  friends.  God  is  in 
“  Chrijl”  faith  the  Apoltle  Paul,  iC  reconciling  the  world 
unto  himfelf  indeed  he  is  no  where  elfe  in  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  a  reconciler ;  and  confequently,  if  we  wilh  to  dwell 
under  his  Ihadow,  it  is  neceflary  that  we  be  in  Chrijl  alfo — 
1  his  was  one  of  the  foleinn  advices  which  our  Lord  gave  to  his 
d.Tciples  a  little  before  his  death  :  Abide  in  me  “  as  the 
branch  cannot  bear  fruit  of  iriejf  except  it  abide  in  the  vine, 
no  more  can  ye,  except  ye  abide  in  me  for  “  without 

or  leparated  from  me,  ye  can  do  nothing.”  la 
the 

ajh  and  lajl  place,  Seeing  God  is  for  us ,  let  us  be  for  him  : 
let  us  appear  openly  on  his  fide,  and  a 61;  with  refolution  and 

vigour  in  his  lervice. - God  can  do  his  work  without  us  ; — 

he  Hands  in  no  need  of  our  a  Hilda  nee  ;  yet  fuch  is  his  conde- 
Jcenfion,  that  he  invites  us  to  the  honour  of  being  “  workers 
fi  toge^her  with  himfelf.”  And  what  can  fire  our  ambition  if 

1  • 

tins  do  not  ! - He  is  juft  now'  calling  aloud,  both  by  his 

word  and  by  his  providence,  “  Who  will  rife  up  for  me 
again  ft  the  evil  doers?  who  will  (land  up  for  me  againft  the 
workers  of  iniquity  ?”  O  !  let  each  of  11s  make  hafte  10  re¬ 
ply  with  the  evangelical  prophet,  u  Here  am  I,  fend  me.”— 
At  the  fame  time  let  us  echo  back  the  call,  and  humbly  ex¬ 
postulate  with  him  in  the  words  which  his  own  Spirit  hath 
dictated  :  “  Arife  O  Lord,  and  plead  thine  own  caufe  ;  re¬ 
member  how  the  foolifli  man  reproacheth  thee  daily.” - - 

it  13  time  for  thee  to  work,  for  they  have  made  void  thy  law.” 
1  hus  doth  God  permit  us  to  remind  him  of  his  own  mtereft, 
while  we  ourfelves  are  in  a  pofture  for  active  fervice  ;  and 

fuch  pleadings  are  highly  pleating  and  acceptable. - Let.  us 

II  2  then 
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then,  my  brethren,  in  our  refpe&ive  Nations,  do  what  in  us 
lies,  to  advance  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  in  the  world,  and  to 
bear  down  every  thing  that  {lands  in  oppofition  to  it.  Let  the 
“  righteous  be  bold  as  lions  and  then  may  we  hope,  that 
u  iniquity”  as  afhamed  (hall  hide  her  head,  and  “  flop  her 
“  mouth-”  At  any  rate  our  record  {hall  be  on  high,” 
and  iC  our  reward  with  our  God.”  He  will  receive  us  unto 
himfelf,  “  in  that  day  when  he  maketh  up  his  jewels  and 
then  lhall  an  everlafting  diflinction  be  made  “  between  "the 
4i  righteous  and  the  wicked  ;  between  him  that  fervent  God, 
ii  and  him  that  ferveth  him  not/’  Arqen* 
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Luke  xii,  35,  36,  3 7. 

your  lows  be  girded  about ,  and  your  lights  burning  ;  und 
ye  your [elves  life  unto  men  that  wait  for  their  Lord ,  when 
he  will  return  from  the  wedding ,  that  when  he  cometh  and 

knocketh,  they  may  open  unto  him  immediately - — 

Ble{jed  are  thofe  fervants,  whom  the  Lord  when  he  cometh 
Jkcill  find  watching  :  verily  I  fay  unto  you,,  that  he  Jhall 
gird  himfelf  and  make  them  to  ft  down  to  meat,  and  will 
come  forth  and ferve  them, . 

THE  obvious  defign  of  this  paCige  is  to  excite  us  to  a  fe« 
rious  preparation  for  the  awful  folemnities  of  death  and 
judgment.  We  are  here  directed  to  confider  ourlelves  as  fer- 
vants?  who  have  a  MaRer  in  heaven  ;  of  whofe  return  we 
have  the  flrongeft  alTurance,  but  are  utterly  ignorant  of  the 
jprecife  time  of  his  coming  ;  and  therefore  it  is  both  our  duty 
and  our  intereft,  to  be  always  on  our  guard,  and  in  a  fit  poilure 
to  receive  him  :  Ihe  happy  confequence  of  which  (half  be,  that 
our  Lord  will  not  only  approve  of  our  prudent  and  zealous  con¬ 
cern  to  pleafe  him,  but  he  will  even  delight  to  honour  us  :  he 
will  not  deal  with  us  as  fervants,  but  as  friends  ;  and  will  be- 
Row  upon  us  a  reward  infinitely  beyond  what  any  fervice’s 

could  entitle  us  to. - So  that  here  we  have  a  fhort,  but 

comprehenflve  account  of  the  Chriftian’s  work  and  recompenfe  : 
pur  duty  and  encouragement  are  both  fet  before  us. 

Our  duty  is  reprefented,  by  the  diligent  care  of  fervants, 
fo  have  every  thing  in  readinefs  for  the  reception  of  their  ab¬ 
sent  m after.  As  the  Jews,  and  other  eaftern  people,  common- 
ly  wore  long  and  loofe  garments,  it  was  necefTary,  when  they 
had  any  thing  to  do  which  required  {Length  or  agility,  that 
they  fhould  tuck  them  up,  and  gird  them  dole  about  them  :  — 
Now,  fays  cur  Saviour,  in  allufton  to  this,  Let  your  Lins  be 
girded  about  •  ihal  is,  lay  afide  every  thing  that  may  entangle 
you  in  your  work  :  let  your  lights  be  continually  burning ,  and 
ye  yourielves,  in  every  other  refpedt,  like  fervants  who  are 
anxious  to  pleafe  their  Lord,  and  to  be  found  diligent  in  their 
proper  buanefs#  at  whatever  hour  he  {hall  come  $  that  when 

he 
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he  knochetb,  you  may  be  ready  to  give  him  prefen  t  admittance, 
and  not  be  furprifed  in  any  diforder. 

I  he  reward  of  the  diligent  and  faithful  fervant  is  defcribed 
in  the  fame  allegorical  manner  :  Verily ,  fays  he,  when  their 
mailer  returns,  and  finds  them  thus  employed,  he  will  bellow 
upon  them  fome  extraordinary  marks  of  honour  and  regard  : 
xie  will  not  conlider  them  as  mere  fervants  u  who  have  done  no 
more  chap  was  then*  duty  y'  but  will  advance  them  to  the 
rank  of  triencjs  :  he  will  entertain  them  in  the  mod  liberal  and 


gracious  manner  at  his  own  table  5  yea,  fo  condescending  is  he, 
that  in  lome  refpe&s  he  will  lay  a  fide  his  fupeiiority,  as  if  he 
ftiould  gird  kikif  elf  like  a  fervant,  and  come  forth  and  wait 
upon  them. 


I  ihalj  at  prefent  confine  my  f  elf  to  the  fir  ft  of  thefe  fubjedts  : 

namely,  the  duty  we  owe  to  our  abfent  Lord--- - It  is  this 

which  more  nearly  concerns  us  in  the  mean  time  ;  the  glori¬ 
ous  reward  mentioned  in  the  latter  part  of  my  text,  belongs 
chiefly  to  our  encouragement;  and  in  that  view  i  fh&ll  Lave1 
occafion  to  fpeak  of  it  before  I  conclude- 


Now,  by  this  fi  gurative  defcription  of  the  duty  we  owe  to 
our  abfent  Lord,  we  are  plainly  taught  in  the 
Hirjl  place,  That  we  ftould  lay  alide  every  thing  that  may 
encumber  us  in  the  feryice  of  our  Mafter  ;  ht  your  loins  be 
girded  about -  To  the  fame  purpofe  the  Apoftle  exhorts  us,  1  Peter : 
I  13.  “  Wherefore  gird  up  the  loins  of  your  mind,  be  fo- 

her,  and  hope  to  the  end,  for  the  grace  that  is  to  be  brought 
c<  unto  you  at  the  revelation  of  Jefus  ChriftT  1  he  New 
Teftament  abounds  with  many  exhortations  of  the  fame  kind  ; 
which  will  appear  to  have  a  peculiar  propriety,  if  we  conlider 
thole  figurative  representations  of  our  work  to  which  they  are- 
applied.  It  is  called  a  iace\  z  fir  if e,  a  warfare  :  we  mult  run 
and  wreftle,  and  fight  ;  and  therefore  have  need  of  all  our 
ftrength  and  activity.  Long  garments  are  for  ornament,  but 
not  for  ufe  :  thelemuft  be  gathered  up,  or  laid  afide,  when  a 
man  addrefles  himfelf  10  any  laborious  bufinefs-  Now  fuch  is 
the  nature  of  our  Chrillian  work  :  “  The  kingdom  of  hea~ 
“  ven  luffereth  violence,  and  the  violent  take  it  by  force 
Wemuft  do  more  than  feek  admittance  ;  we  muff  u  fnve  to 
ie  enter  m  at  the  ftrait  gate  5  for  many  lhali  feek  to  enter  in, 
<e  and  ffiall  not  be  able.”  Think  of  this,  my  brethren  $  pon¬ 
der  the  difficulties  in  your  warfare  ;  view  thegreatnefs  of your 
work  ;  confider  the  number  and  ftrength  cf  your  enemies  ; 

look  through  the  large  fyftem  of  duties  you  have  to  perform; 

and 
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and  then  you  muft  be  convinced,  that  the  moil  vigorous  exer- 
tion  of  every  adtive  power  is  no  more  than  needful  in  fuch  cir- 
cumltances  as  ours.  We  mull  therefore,  i  fay,  labour  to  pet 
rid  of  every  encumbrance,  and  to  be  always  in  a  poflure  for 
active  iervice,  I  need  not  ted  you  what  thefe  encumbrances 
are.  In  general,  whatever  unfits  us  for  duty,  that  muff  he  kid 
-afide*  More  particularly,  an  earthly  mind,  pride  of  heart,  and 
the  love  of  fenfual  pleafures,  are  three  great  enemies  to  ho'y 
diligence  in  the  work  of  the  Lord.  Whilil  our  affections  lie 
thus- low,  it  is  impofiible  that  we  can  do  any  rhino-  to  purpofe  ; 
nay,  if  this  be  their  prevailing  bent,  we  fhaii  act  in  diredt  oppo- 
fitibn  to  the  laws  of  our  Matter.  In  fhorr,  our  firil  care 
iliould  be  to  correct  that  difbrder  which  is  within  us;  to  oet 
our  hearts  purified  by  the  Spirit  -of  God,  and  raifed  above  the 
profits,  and  plea  fares,  and  honours,  of  this  vain  world  :  <c  for 
“  out  of  the  heart  are  the  fifties  of  life  ;  ’  and  fuch  as  our  af¬ 
fections  are,  fuch  will  the  courfe  of  our  actions  be. _ But  it 

is  not  enough  to  have  our  kins  thus  girded  about,  we  mull  al. 
fo  in  the 

2c/  place,  Have  our  eights  hurtling* - —Tnis  mav  import 

the  care  we  fhouid  beffow,  to  have  our  minds  furnilhed  with 
the  knowledge  of  our  duty  ;  for  as  fervants  cannot  work  to  any 
purpofe  in  the  dark,  fo  neither  can  we  be  good  and  faithful 
Chriffians,  without  a  competent  knowledge  of  that  divine  law 
which  is  the  only  infallible  rule  of  our  conduct.  If  we  fhall 
take  this  to  be  the  meaning  of  the  words,  they  no  doubt  teach 
us  a  moft  important  and  neceflhry  leifbn  •  namely,  That  we 
Ihould  carefully  fearch  the  facred  Scriptures,  and  with  a  iincere 
and  humble  temper  of  mind,  labour  to  know  what  is  the  wood 
“  and  acceptable,  and  perfect  will  of  our  God.” 

But  I  rather  incline  to  underhand  this  expreftion,  as  import¬ 
ing  the  lively  and  conflant  exercife  of  all  our  Chriftian  'pra- 
ces.  This  indeed  is  the  bed  preparation  for  our  Lord’s"  re¬ 
turn. - -To  have  our  repentance  mourning  over  our  pad  fins, 

and  keeping  the  heart  humble  under  a  fenfe  of  guilt  our 
faith  applying  the  blood  of  Chrift  for  pardon,  and  "deriving at 
tne  fame  time  itrength  from  above  for  vanrpffhing  our  huts, 

that  fin  may  no  more  have  dominion  over  us  _ our  love 

embracing  an  nnfiten  Saviour,  and  extending  to  aW  his  mem. 

bers  ;  our  hope  calling  anchor  within  the  vail,  and  keeping 
the  foul  fixed  and  heady,  amidft  all  the  revolutions  of  \hfs 
changing  woild  ;  our  patience  triumphing  over  fufferioo-s  * 
our  meeknefs  paffing  by  injuries,  bleffing  and  doing  good  to  our 
moft  inveterate  enemies  .——and  by  the  Itappv  wfluenc1**  of  all 

theie, 


SERMON 


XIII- 


thefe,  the  light  of  our  external  conduit  adorning  our  profedlotj, 
and  engaging  others  to  glorify  our  heavenly  rather  i  1  o*s  is 
to  have  our  lights  burning  indeed  :  this  will  make  us  ready  to 
meet  our  Lord.  We  fliall  not  be  backward  to  open  at  his  call 

when  ail  is  thus  deanfed  and  in  good  order  within. - And 

this  is  the  preparation  we  ought  chiefly  to  ftudv*  Our  readi- 
nefs  to  work  will  not  avail  us  by  itfelf ;  we  mult  be  doing,  our 
work  muft  be  advancing  :  for  in  vain  do  we  trim  the  lamp,  if 
it  do  not  (bine  and  give  light ;  in  vain  are  our  loins  girded 
about,  if  we  have  nothing  to  do,  or  negledt  our  buftnefs. 
Further  in  the 

yl  place,  We  are  here  direded  to  be  conflantly  on  our 
guard,  and  to  keep  a  drift  and  careful  watch  till  our  iVtadiet 

return.  . 

Watchful nefs  is  frequently  in  Scripture  oppofed  to  beep  : 

and  that  even  the  beft  Chriftians  have  need  of  this  caution,  we 
may  learn  from  our  Saviour’s  parable  of  the  ten  virgins  ;  where 
it  is  faid,  ( Matth .  xxv.  5.)  that  “  while  the  bridegroom 
«  tarried,  they  all,"  that  is,  the  wife  as  well  as  the  foolilh, 
“  (lumbered  and  flept.”  Carnal  and  unregenerated  tinners 
are  reprefented  in  Scripture  as  being  in  a  ftate  of  death  ;  quite 
fluoid  and  unfeeling  :  but  even  thoi'e  who  have  got  a  principle 
of  new  life,  may  fuffer  very  fad  decays  ;  and  though  they  do 
rot  totally  exnire,  yet  they  may  fall  into  that  deep  which  is  the 

ima-re  of  death _ Though  the  precious  oil  which  feeds  the  light, 

wilfnot  fuffer  it  to  go  out  ;  yet  for  want  of  trimming,  it  may 
orow  fo  dim  and  obfcure,  that  it  (hall  icarcely  be  dif-ernible. 
Now  this  my  brethren,  is  a  very  melancholy  fituatiou  ;  and  it 
highly  concerned)  us  to  guard  ngainft  it  with  our  utmoft  care. 
We  read  of  feme  who  loft  their  hr  ft  love  ;  nay,  Paul  complains 
of  the  Hebrews,  that  they  had  loft  even  their  former  knowledge, 
and  had  need  “  to  be  taught  again,  which  be  the  firft  princi- 

“  pies  of  the  oracles  of  God.” - “  The  hand  of  the  diligent 

«  vnaketh  rich  ;  and  he  that  is  flothful  is  a  brother  to  him  that 
t(  is  1  ^reat  waiter.” — Indeed,  it  holinefs  weie  natural  to  us, 
then  it  mGht  abide  with  us,  and  grow  up  of  its  own  accord,  with- 
out  any  care  on  our  part ;  but  as  it  is  of  foreign  extraftion,  and 
-s  our  hearts  are  choaked  up  with  noxious  weeds,  this  precious 
feed  muft  he  watched  over,  and  carefully  vended,  otherwile  it 
will  ftarve  and  decay.  The  Ueeping  Chriftian  cannot  thrive  ; 
and  if  he  be  (unprized  in  that  condition,  when  his  Mafter  calls, 
how  ere.it  (hall  his  diforder  be  !  We  fiiould  therefore  beware 
of  ftothfulnefs  ;  we  have  ftillwork  to  do  and  God  hath  not  al¬ 
lowed  us  one  moment  more  than  is  neediul.  Let  us  t.iea 
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His  mg n  attainments  in  religion,  yet  .mo  not  tnjnK  ns  naa  at- 
cc  ready  attained,  either  was  already  perfect  ;  fear,  forge i tin/ 
“  the  things  which  were  behind,  and  reaching  forth  unco  th  »ik 

O  '  o 


€t  things  which  were  before,  he  prefied  towards  the  mark,  for 
*v  the  prifce  of  the  high  calling  of  God  ia  G  drift  Jefus.” 

Bat  W?  may  contl-ie r  watchfuhie.fi  in  another  light  ;  name- 
Iy>  as  a  duty  ariSng  from  our  prefeat  circumirinces  of  danger. 

- -^And  in  this  view  the  necelfity  of  it  will  appear  tmfpeak- 

ably  great  :  for  though  we  could  acquire  inch  a  flock  of  gra¬ 
ces,  that  we  needed  not  make  any  further  addition  to  them  ; 
nay,  though  we  might  even  lie  down  and  deep,  without  any 
apprehenfion  ©f  their  decay, ;  yet  if  we  be  in  danger  from  with¬ 
out,  if  thieves  may  break  through  and  fteal  onr  (real Lire,  then 
of  necedlty  we  mu  ft  be  conftantly  on  our  guard  :  nor  is  it  wife 

in  us  to  drop  our  watch  for  one  moment. - —And  who  can 

'doubt  that  this  is  dar  ikuatioa  !  “  W  atch  and  pray,”  laid  our 
Saviour*  “  that  ye  enter  not  into  temptation.”  So  great  is 
our  danger,  that  ear  own  vigilance  is  nfec  faficient  to  (Ware 
us  ;  we  mu  ft  call  in  foreign  amftance,  we  mu  ft  implore  the  di¬ 
vine  aid  5  for  i(  unlefs  an  almighty  guardian  keep  the  city, 
“  the  watchmen  vvaketh  in  vain.” — — — -Yea,  when  Satan  de~ 
fired  to  have  P^ter  that  he  might  a  lift  him  as  wheat,”  onr 
Saviour  ’himfelf  who  had  encountered  this  enemy,  and  knew 
his  Strength,  prayed  for  his  gealous  dilciple,  that  his  faith  mighr. 
u,ot  fail.  And  if  both  wntthfulhefs  and  prayer  be  neceffary  for 
°ur  defence,  alas  !  what  (hall  become  of  thole  who  neglect  both  ? 
One  compares  the  gracious  foul  to  a  fhip  richly  laden  ;  which 
is  the  greater  temptation  to  pirates  upon  that  very  account.  I 
Gy  not  this  to  di (courage  the  lineere  Ghriftian  5  for  greater  is 
he  that  is  with  you  than  all  that  can  be  again!!  you  :  but  me- 
thinks  it  fhouid  excite  you  to  double  your  watchful:  lei s.  ft  you 
have  profited  by  the  means  at  grace  ;  —  if  your  treafurc*  is  e:i- 
creafed  - inftead  of  growing  fecure,  you  fhouid  be  the  more 
humble  and  watchful  upon  iliac  very  account  : — for  needful  is 
that  caution,  “  Let  him  that  thinketh  he  ilandeth,  cake  heed 
<(  left  he  fall.”  Once  rr>are-,  in  the 

4 th  place,  Our  Saviour  here  directs  us  to  confider  ourfelves 
as  fellow- for  van  t-s  and  members  of  his  family  ;  and  in  this  view, 
another  part  of  our  preparation  for  his  coming  mu-ft  lie  in  the 
performance  of  the  duties  we  owe  to  each  other,  as 
thofe  duties  which  more  immediately  refpedc  hinjieiL 
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more  dearly  pointed  out  to  us  in  the  45th  and  46th  verfes  of 
this  chapter,  where  we  find  a  fearful  threatening  denounced 
a  gain  It  thofe  who  negledt  this  mutual  relation  :  “  But  and  if 

**  that  fervant  fay  in  his  heart,  My  lord  delayeth  his  coming  5 
and  ihall  begin  to  beat  the  men  fervants,  and  maidens,  and 
*c  to  eat  and  drink,  and  to  be  drunken  :  the  lord  of  that  ier- 
**  vant  will  come  in  a  day  when  he  looketh  not  for  him,  and  at 
‘‘  an  hour  when  he  is  not  aware,  and  he  will  cut  him  in  fun- 
der,  and  will  appoint  him  his  portion  with  the  unbelievers.” 
it  appears  from  this  paffage  that  the  faithful  difcharge  of  focial 
duties,  has  a  higher  rank  in  religion  than  many  feem  to  appre¬ 
hend.  It  is  not  indeed  the  whole  of  religion  ;  neither  can  it  be 
called  the  mod  effential  part  of  it  ;  for  no  doubt  the  duties  of 
the  higheft  clafs  are  thofe  which  belong  to  the  firff  table  of  the 
law,  and  arife  from  the  firff  and  mod  lading  relation*  We  were 
the  fubjecls  of  God  before  we  became  members  of  human  focic- 
ty  ;  and  if  we  prove  unfaithful  to  God,  it  cannot  furely  give 
hi  m  any  pleafure  to  behold  confederated  rebels  living  in  the  mcft 
perfect  agreement  among  thernfelves  ;  fo  that  a  man  may,  in 
ieveral  refpecfo,  prove  an  agreeable,  perhaps  an  ufeful  member 
of  fociety,  and  after  all,  be  condemned  for  his  ingratitude  to 
God,  and  rebellion  againff  his  Maker.  Netherthelefs,  the  dif¬ 
charge  of  thofe  duties  which  we  owe  to  one  another,  is  of  fuc.h 
importance  in  religion,  that  I  can  xvarrantably  affirm,  no  mane 
ihall  be  laved  who  tranfgrefles  them,  or  even  who  wilfully  and 
habitually  neglects  them*— - It  is  not  to  be  expe&ed,  nor  in¬ 

deed  is  it  ncceffiiry,  that  I  Ihould  give  you  a  detail  of  thefe  ; 
they  are  univerfaljy  better  uncferffocd  than  they  are  pra&ifed. 
Our  duty  here  extends  to  all  the  different  expreffions  of  righ- 
teoufiiefe  and  love  ;  and  the  rule  is  both  fliort  and  plain  :  jtH 
things  whatfoever  ye  would  that  men  JhouJd  do  unto  you,  do  ye 
even  fo  unto  than*  The  bell  offices  are  thofe  which  promote 
our  neighbour’s  fpiritual  and  eternal  intereffs  ;  and  therefore  re- 
ligious  ?n if ruclions,  friendly  advice,  and  feafon able  reproof,  can¬ 
not  be  difpenfed  with.  Whatever  tends  to  difcourage  vice,  or 
to  promote  the  intereffs  ol  religion  and  virtue,  is  ilnftiy  in¬ 
cumbent  upon  us,  according  to  the  power  and  authority  which 
our  liation  gives  us  ;  and  therefore  he  is  but  half  a  magiffrate, 
and  a  poor  half  too,  who  relents  only  the  injury  that  is  done  to 
men,  and  overlooks  thofe  horrid  inflanc.es  of  impiety  againff 
God.  which  the  good  laws  of  our  land  authorife  him  to  puniffi. 
In  Inert,  whatever  he  our  condition  in  life,  there  are  certain 
duties  belonging  to  it  which  we  muff  perform  :  and  I  Ihall  only 
add,  that  as  the  obligation  is  mutual;  both  parties  are  equally 
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bound,  and  neither  can  with-hold  from  the  other  what  is  due, 
without  an  injury  :  nor  is  the  fuperior  lefs  ftridlly  bound  to  thofe 
who  are  below  him,  than  the  inferior  to  thofe  who  are  above 
him  ;  and  they  who  poffefs  the  higheft  ftations  are  equally  obli¬ 
ged  with  the  meaneft  of  their  brethren,  to  “  live  foberly,  righ- 
**  t*ou(ly,  and  godly,  in  the  world,”  and  to  promote  the  glory 
of  God,  and  the  welfare  of  human  fociety,  by  the  faithful  and 
confcientious  ufe  of  all  thofe  talents  which  God  hath  put  into  their 
hands  ;  and  if  they  do  other  wife,  they  lliall  be  condemned 
and  puniflied  by  their  Mailer  and  judge,  when  he  cometh 
again. 

After  this  manner  are  we  taught  to  make  ready  for  our  Lord’s 
return. 

We  mull  lay  aflde  every  thing  that  may  encumber  us  in  his 
fervice  ;  we  muft  labour  to  know  our  Mafter’s  will,  and  to  keep 
ail  our  graces  in  lively  and  vigorous  exercife  ;  particularly  we 
fhould  guard  againft  flothfulnefs  and  fecurity,  and  from  a  fenle 
of  our  danger,  keep  a  ftri<ft  and  habitual  watch  againft  the 

enemies  of  our  fouls  ; - at  the  fame  time  regarding  each 

other  as  lellow-fervants,  and  faithfully  performing  thofe  focial 
duties  which  belong  to  our  feveral  ftations  and  relations.  To 
all  which  I  might  further  add,  that  we  fhould  earneftly  look 
out  for  our  Mafter’s  coming,  and  long  for  his  fecond  and  glo¬ 
rious  appearance,  when  we,  and  all  his  faithful  fervants,  fliall 
be  admitted  into  his  immediate  prefence,  and  be  enabled  to 
ferve  him  without  any  mixture  Gf  fin,  in  another  and  a  better 
world  than  this. 

I  come  now  to  exhort  you  to  the  practice  of  thefe  duties  $ 
for  which  I  offer  the  following  motives  and  arguments, 

i Ji,  then,  One  great  argument  for  the  preparation  here  re¬ 
commended,  may  be  drawn  from  the  certainty  of  our  Lord’s 
return.  This  is  afferted  in  fo  many  palfages  of  Scripture,  that 
there  is  no  room  left  us  to  doubt  of  it.  The  prefent  mixt  ftate 
of  things,  renders  a  future  judgment  not  only  probable  to  rea- 
ion,  but  almoft  certain  and  neceflary  ;  and  the  Apoftle  Paul, 
in  the  8th  chapter  of  his  epiftle  to  the  Romans,  derives  a  very 
ingenious,  but  fubftantial,  argument  in  favour  of  this  doclrine, 
from  the  prefent  burthened  ftate  and  weary  face  of  the  crea¬ 
tures  :  nor  can  any  who  profeffeth  Chriftianity  pretend  to  quef. 
tion  it. — — Should  not  this  then  oblige  us  to  make  ready  for  it  ? 
With  thefe  very  eyes  ftial!  we  fee  our  Redeemer  ;  and  how 
fhall  we  look  him  in  the  face,  if  we  have  been  unfaithful  dur¬ 
ing  his  abfence,  and  lived  at  random,  as  if  none  had  power 
over  us  l  Nay  methinks  this  very  confideration,  that  he  is  now 
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uomoved  from  us,  ihould  work  upon  our  ingenuity,  and  excite 
us  to  the  utmoft  cai~e  and  diligence  in  his  fervice.  Every  one 
will  he  doing  while  he  fees  the  mallei:  prefent  :  the  left  of  fi¬ 
delity  is,  to  mind  the  mailers  interell  when  he  is  at  a  diftance  j 
eipecially  the  mteref  of  fuch  a  Mailer,  who  hath  bought-  us  from 
the  moft  deplorable  {la very  with  his  own  precious  blood,  and 
requires  nothing  at  our  hand,  but  what  tends  to  make  us  hap¬ 
py  here,  and  to  ffc*  as  for  eternal  glory  hereafter. 

Qdty,  The  uncertainty  of  the  time  of  his  coming,  Iho  is  Id  ex¬ 
cite  us  to  be  always  hufy  at  our  work,  and  in  a  fit  pollute  to  re¬ 
ceive  him-  This  argument  is  much  infilled  upon  by  our 
Saviour.  Hle  often  compares  his  coming  to  that  of  a  thief  in 
the  night,  -w  ho  fludies  fecrecy,  and  will  not  give  any  previous 
notice,  and  this  feems  to  be  the  meaning  of  that  allulion  in  the 
36th  verfe,  where  he  likens  himfelf  to  one  who  is  attending  a, 
marriage- fblemnity  ;  becaule,  on  fuch  occafions,  people  are  not 
ufuaily  mailers  of  their  own  time,  which  renders  the  feafon  of 
their  return  to  their  own  houfes  more  uncertain.  And  if  this 
fee  the  cafe*  can  there  be  a  more  powerful  motive  to  an  habi¬ 
tual  preparation  ? - ^  Behold1,  I  come  as  a  thief,”  fays 

our  Saviour,  in  the  book  of  the  Revelation.- - “ ‘BfriTed  is  he 

“  that  watchetfe,  and  keepeth  his  garments,  led  be  walk  naked, 
“  and  they  fee  his  lhame.”*  Doft  thou  not  know,  O  man,  but 
that*  to- morrow  thy  Mailer  may  come  to  thee  ;  cr,  which  is 
the  feme  thing,  may  call  thee  to  him  ?  and  wilt  thou  net  be 
bufy  ?  Shew  us  thy  fecurity  for  one  day,  and  then  claim  thafc 
day  as  thine  own  :  but  if  thou  canfl  not,  how  mad  art  thou  to 
negledl  thy  buOnefs,  or  to  leave  tky-  talk  unfiniihed,  w  hi  111  it  is 

in  rhe  power  of  thy  hands  to  do  it  ? - Efpecially  if  it  be  con- 

fidered,  in  the 

3 d  place,  That  when  thy  mailer  returns,  thv  working- time 

is  over— - What  is  then  unfinished  mull  remain  lb  for  ever. 

He  comes  to  judge  thee  according  to  what  thou  hall  done,  and 
not  to  call  the  to  perfect  thy  unfinilhed  labours.  This,  my 
brethren,  is  a  molt  awful  confideration  ;  we  are  row  lowing 
the  feed  for  eternity,  and  what  we  fow,  that  ihall  we  reap. 
Our  Mailer’s  order  is,  Occupy  till  1  come  :  that  is  the  term  : 
and  we  can  neither  get  it  protracted  nor  jenewed  ;  and  if  we 
be  found  unfaithful,  dreadful  ihall  our  punifhment  he  ;  and  the 
more  dreadful  upon  this  account,  that  it  Ihall  be  perpetual,  with¬ 
out  abatement,  and  without  end.  But  as  3  would  rather  choofe 
to  allure  than  frighten  yen  to  your  duty,  1  ihall  rt  prefent  to 
you,  as  a 
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qtk  motive  to  a  diligent  preparation  for  your  Matters  com- 
jjRa.— — The  glorious  advancement,  and  blotted  reward,  of  the 
watchful  fervants,  which  is  mentioned  in  the  lafl  part  of  my 
text  :  Verily ,  I  fay  unto  you *  It  is  introduced  with  a  ttrong 
atteveration  to  denote  the  abfoute  certainty  of  the  thing  :  and, 
Q,  how  condefcending  is  chat  which  follows  1  He  Jhatl  gird, 
himfelf  and  make  them  to  fit  down  to  meat ,  and  will  come  forth 
and  ferve  them .  Surely  this  is  a  reward,  not  of  debt  but  of 
grace  ;  for  how  can  the  mod:  perfect  obedience  merit  any  thing 
like  this  ? — — Thofe  faithful  lervants  fhall  be  advanced  to  an 
honour,  which,  were  it  it  not  promifed,  they  could  not  lawful¬ 
ly  hope  for. — They  fhall  be  entertained  by  their  Matter  at  his 
own  table; — there  fhall  they  feaft  without  any  to  ditturb  them. 
Here,  indeed,  whilft  we  are  at  our  work,  we  obtain  fome  fore- 
tattes  of  this  heavenly  banquet  ;  but  how  foon  is  the  table 

drawn  I  But  it  fhall  not  be  fo  in  heaven - Here  we  muff  eat 

as  the  Jews  did  their  pattovcr,  “  in  hafte,  with  our  loins  girded, 

“  cur  lhoes  on  our  feet,  and  our  ttaiF in  our  hand.” - Butin 

heaven  we  fhall  lit  down  with  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  and 
with  all  our  dear  fellow-fervants,  never  more  to  rife  again.  O 
blefied  reft  !  O  glorious  fociety  !  O  delightful  entertainment  ! 

- But  vvhat  can  thefe  words  mean,  He  fhall  gird  himfelf 

and  come  forth  and  ferve  them  ? - burely  this  cannot  be 

literally  fulfilled  :  yet  it  mutt:  have  a  refemblance  to  fornething 
that  is  real,  otherwife  it  would  not  have  been  mentioned. 

This  much  we  know,  that  on  that  day  Chrift  fhall  beftow 
fome  extraordinary  marks  of  refpectt  upon  his  lervants,  which 
44  our  ears  have  not  yet  heard,  neither  can  our  hearts  con- 
u  ceive.” 

If  “  there  is  joy  in  heaven  over  one  {inner  that  repenteth,” 
though  he  is  then  only  beginning  his  warfare,  and  has  many  a 
Weary  and  painful  ttep  before  him  ;  if  the  prodigal  is  lb  kindly 
embraced  upon  his  firtt  return  from  feeding  fwine,  and  gets 
the  wedding  ring  on  his  finger,  and  the  beft  robe  put  on 
”  him  what  fhall  be  the  faint’s  honour  in  that  day  of  the 
<s  manifettation  of  the  fons  of  God  1” 

u  If  any  man  ferv<°  me,”  faith  Chritt,  a  let  him  follow  me  ; 
44  and  where  I  am,  there  fhall  my  fervent  be.  If  any  man 
d  ferve  me,  him  will  my  Father  honour*” - But  thefe  mat¬ 

ters  are  too  hi<rh  for  us  ;  the  glories  of  the  upper  world  are 

far  beyond  our  fight. - Yet  furely  thofe  ditto veries  which 

have  been  imparted  to  us,  are  futticient  to  invite  our  thoughts 
frequently  thither  ;  and  efpecially  to  excite  us  to  the  mett  dili¬ 
gent  preparation  for  cur  Lord’s  return,  44  who  is  none  befox'e 

to 
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u  to  prepare  a  place  for  us,  and  who  fhall  certainly  come  again  9 
u  and  receive  us  unto  himfelf,  that  where  he  is,  there  we  may 
**  be  alfo.” 

Well,  then,  my  dear  fellow  Servants,  Let  our  loins  he  girded 
about y  and  our  lights  always  burning  ;  ere  long  our  work  fhall 
be  at  an  end,  and  this  glorious  eternal  reward  fhall  begin. 
es  Let  us  not  be  weary  in  well-doing  ;  for  in  due  feafon  we 
Ci  fhall  reap,  if  we  faint  not.’’  Above  all,  let  us  guard  againft 
fecurity  and  lelf-confidence  ;  let  us  join  prayer  with  cur  watch¬ 
ing,  depending  upon  him  who  hath  faid,  “  My  grace  is  fuffi- 
<c  cient  for  thee. * — To  whom  with  the  Father,  and  the  ever 
bleffed  Spirit,  one  God,  be  glory  and  honour,  dominion  and 
power,  for  evermore.  Amen . 
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i  Corinthians  ix.  24, 


• So  run  that  ye  may  obtain* 


IN  thefe  words,  the  Chriftian  life  is  compared  to  a  race,  and 
the  difciples  are  warmly  exhorted  to  prefs  forward  in  their 
way  to  heaven,  till  they  obtain  the  glorious  prize  for  which 
they  contend. 

I  fhall  therefore  make  it  my  bufinefs,  in  the  fallowing  dif- 
caurfe, 

Firft ,  To  give  you  a  general  account  of  the  race  we  have  to 
run  ;  and, 

Secondly ,  To  illuftrate  the  ftnefs  and  propriety  of  this  ftmili- 
tilde. - - After  which,  in  the 

‘Fbird  place,  I  (hall  prefs  the  exhortation  by  fome  motives 
and  arguments. 

o 

I  need  not  fpend  much  time  upon  the  firft  of  thefe  particu- 
iats.  In  general,  the  race  we  have  to  run,  comprehends  the 
whole  of  that  duty  we  owe  to  God  ;  namely,  obedience  to  his 
laws,  and  fubmiffion  to  his  providence  ;  doing  what  he  com¬ 
mands,  and  patiently  enduring  whatever  he  is  pleafed  to  ap¬ 
point.  i  he  charge  which  our  great  Mafter  hath  given  us,  is 
exprefled  in  thefe  words  :  Occupy  till  1  come.  All  the  gifts  of 
nature,  of  providence,  and  of  grace,  are  talents  put  into  our 
hands  ;  which  muft  not  only  be  carefully  kept,  but  diligently 
improved,  for  his  glory,  and  cur  own  fpirituo  1  advantage  ; 
otherwife  we  /hall  be  condemned,  not  only  as  ftothful,  but  as 
wicked  fervants,  and  puni/hed  accordingly.  To  him  that 
“  knoweth  to  do  good,  and  doeth  it  noth'  faith  the  Apoftle 
James,  to  him  it  is /in."  It  is  not  fufacient,  barely  44  to  de- 
“  ny  ungodlinefs  and  wordly  1  ufts  ”  the  grace  of  *  God  doth 
further  teach  us,  “  to  live  foberly,  righteoufiy,  and  godlv  in 
U  l^e  wor^  ackling  one  Chriftian  grace  to  another,  abound¬ 
ing  more  and  more  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  till  we  have  per¬ 
fected  holinefs  in  the  fear  of  God. - Thus  extenfive  i$  the  d»« 

vine  law,  reaching  to  every  part  of  our  condutt,  at  all  times. 
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and  in  all  places  and  circumllances.  WTere-ever  we  are,  it 
ipeaks  to  us.;  and  if  our  ears  are  open,  we  may  continually  hear 
its  voice  behind  us,  faying,  “  Lo  !  this  is  the  way,  walk  ye 


“  in  it.” 


.but  the  Chrifrian  life  includes  in  it  fovnething  more  than  the 
mere  performance  of  duty  ;  the  crofs  lies  in  our  way,  and  we 
fhall  never  get  to  the  end  of  the  race,  unlefs  we  take  it  up,  and, 
with  meeknefs  and  patience,  carry  it  along  with  us.  It  muff 
he  owned  indeed,  that  this,  at  the  hrft  light,  hath  rather  the 
look  of  a  clog  or  encumbrance  ;  and  the  Chriftian,  while  under 
thecrois,  is  very  apt  to  think  fo  ;  he  feels  his  burthen,  and,  in 
his  own  apprehenfion,  moves  fo  heavily,  that  he  is  afraid  he 
fhall  never  get  to  the  end  of  his  journey  ;  which  frequently 
inclines  him  to  wifh  that  the  load  were  removed,  and  fome  ca¬ 
ller  piece  of  fervice  afligned  him.  But  this  in  reality  is  a  naif- 
take  ;  the  crofs  is  far  from  being  2  hindrance  in  our  way  to 
heaven  ;  for  though  a  heavy  material  load  oppress  the  body, 
yet  in  the  fpf ritual  race  it  often  happens,  that  the  burthened 
foul  makes  both  the  fwirteft  and  fureft  progrefs.  “  Tribula« 
n  tion  worketh  patience,  and  patience  experience,  and  expe- 

rience  hope. — - The  crofs  may  be  called  a  tree  both  of 

knowledge  and  of  life  ;  the  fruit  it  bears  hath  no  deadly  quali. 
ty  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  gives  both  light  and  health  ;  it  opens 
our  eyes  to  fee  the  good  we  ought  to  choofe,  and  the  evil  we 
ought  to  Ihun  ;  and  is  often  made  eifeftual  by  the  blelling  of 
God,  to  purge  away  thofe  fatal  diftempers  which  lift  hath 
brought  into  our  frame,  to  beget  in  us  a  loathing  of  every  thing 
that  i?  evil,  and  more  ardent  defires  after  higher  meafures  of 
holineis,  which  is  at  once  the  ornament  and  the  happinefs  cf 
car  nature.  The  crofs  doth  not  enfeeble  us  though  we  errone- 
on  fly  may  think  fo  ;  it  only  makes  us  fenfible  of  our  weaknefs, 
that  we  may  depend  upon  him  who  is  ‘‘the  Lord  our  Idrength 
and  inflead  of  cruihing  us  with  its  own  weight,  obligeth  us  to 
quit  our  hold  of  thofe  real  incumbrances,  which  roar  our 
progrefs,  and  hinder  us  to  “  run  the  race  that  is  let  before 

M  % 


US 


Thus  I  have  given  you  a  general  view  of  the  race  we  have 
to  run,  it  comprehends  obedience  to  the  laws  of  God,  and  fub- 
midion  to  his  difcipiine  ;  doing  what  he  commands,  and  pa¬ 
tiently  enduring  whatever  he  is  pleated  to  inflidL— 1  a  Hi 

now  in  the. 

Second  Place,  To  illultrate  the  fitnefs  and  propriety  of  this 
fimilitude  ;  and  to  1  hew,  that  the  Chriftian  hfe  doth  very 
much  refenible  a  race  in  feveral  important  relpe&s* 

Thus 
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Thus  for  example, — one  in  running  a  race  rnuft  ftri&ly  oh- 
ferve  the  courle  that  is  marked  out  to  him  :  he  is  not  at  liber¬ 
ty  to  choofe  his  own  ground,  bat  mull  confine  him  fe  if  to 
that  which  the  judges  have  agreed  upon  ;  otherwife  let  him 
run  ever  fo  fall,  he  can  acquire  no  right  or  title  to  the  prize. 
Now  here  the  refemblance  is  mod  exa6b  There  is  a  certain 
limited  way  in  which  the  Chriflian  mult  run,  emphatically  cal¬ 
led  the  way  of  God's  Commandments -  This  we  nniH  keep 
with  the  utmofl  precifion,  “  neither  turning  afide  to  the  rioht 
u  hand,  nor  to  the  left.”  Mere  activity  will  not  avail  us  :  we 
may  be  very  keen  and  bufy  ;  but  if  we  are  not  bufy  accord- 
^ng  to  rum,  wi  only  lole  our  labour  .  God  can  never  accent 
it  as  lei  vice  to  done  to  him*  It  is  abfolutely  necefTary,  that  we 
be  always  in  a  readineis  to  anfwer  that  queltion,  “  woo  bath 
66  required  this  at  your  hand?”  Nothing  is  left  to  our  own 
humour  or  fancy  :  “  The  law  of  the  Lord  is  perfect  and  it 
is  equally  diftonoured  when  we  pretend  to  add  to  it/  as  when 
we  take  from  it.  Arbitrary  rules  of  ftridtnefs,  for  which  we 
have  no  warrant  in  the  word  of  God,  are  dangerous  things, 
and  feldom  fail  in  the  itTue  tofupplant  that  religion  which  is 
ioiid  and  having.  By  this  officious  overdoing,  the  Church  of 
Rome  grew  up  by  degrees  into  that  monfter  which  it  is  now 
become;  for  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  that  all  thofe  childilh  fu- 
perftitions,  which  have  long  been  advanced  above  the  laws  of 
God,  were  firii  introduced,  many  of  them  with  a  real  defign,  and. 
all  or  them  under  the  ipecious  pretext,  of  giving  aid  to  the  di. 

yme  la  w^  and  facilitating  the  obfervance  or  it.  - _ ajll 

very  ^  ienliDie  taat  tue  humour  of  the  prefent  age  doth  not 
run  this  way  :  few  need  a  caution  againff  being  64  righteous 
"  over-much.’^  Nevenhdefs,  as  feme  ferious  well  mcanhV 
people  may  be  in  danger  ol  making  inares  for  their  own  ccn- 
fciences  by  laying  down  rules  of  conduct  which  are  not  war¬ 
ranted  by  toe  word  of  God,  1  am  hopeful  that  this  hint  may 
not  be  altogether  unufeful.  Let  the  rioly  Scriptures  be  your 
conLant  fludy  ;  and  what  thefe  enjoin,  obferve  with  all  the 
care  and  accuracy  you  are  capable  of.  Let  this  be  your  bull- 
nefs,  to  find  out  the  duty  of  every  feafon  ?  and  when  you 
ha^e  round  it,  then  do  and-  fpare  not.- - Thus  fhall  you  run 

lawfully;  and  every  ftep  you  make  fhailbe  an  advance  towards 
the  prize. 

Again;  as  running  a  race  is  a  fwife  and  confhnt  .pro. 
greffion,  fo  ougnt  the  life  of  a  Chrillian  to  be.  Whatever 

our  hands  find  to  do,  we  mnft  do  it  with  ail  our  ip'-p-ht.” 

And  we  need  never  go  far  off  to  fad  work;  cadre  is  enou  h 
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on  every  fide  of  us  to  keep  us  conftantly  employed* — —Let 
us  not  then  be  flothful  in  bufinefs,  but  “  fervent  in  fpirit, 
ferving  the  Lord - Let  us  never  think  we  have  al- 


<( 


M 

U 


ready  attained,  either  are  already  perfedl  ;  but  forgetting 
the  things  which  are  behind,  and  reaching  forth  to  thole 
things  which  are  before,  let  us  prefs  toward  the  mark,  for 

the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus.3’ -  . 

The  path  of  “  the  juft  is  as  the  Ihining  light,  that  lhineth  more 
“  and  more  unto  the  perfeft  day*’’  Our  prefect  attainments, 
iftftead  of  a  refting  place,  ihould  only  ferve  as  a  fcaffoldingg  to 
raife  us  up  higher  ;  and  the  nearer  we  advance  to  the  prize, 
the  more  quick  and  accelerated  Ihould  our  motion  be*  Which 
leads  me  to  mention  another  remarkable  property  in  which  the 
Chriftian  life  refembles  a  race ;  namely. 

That  there  is  no  gaining  the  prize  unlefs  we  hold  cut  to  the 

etid*— - -It  fignifies  nothing  to  ftart  brifkly,  and  to  rua 

fall  a  great  part  of  the  way  ;  the  whole  ground  you  know, 
mull  be  palled  over,  other  wife  the  perfon  is  reputed  not  to 
have  run  at  all.- — So  it  is  in  the  Chriftian  race.  The  tem¬ 
porary  profeflion,  or  practice  of  religion,  will  not  avail  us 
we  muft  perfevere  to  the  laft  ;  for  it  is  only  he  who  endureth 
to  the  end  that  fhall  be  faved  :  “  To  him  that  overcometh,” 
faid  our  bleffed  Lord,  “  will  I  grant  to  fit  with  me  in  my 
it  throne,  even  as  I  alfo  overcame,  and  am  fit  down  with  my 
«  Father  in  his  throne.53  The  charge,  as  I  formerly  obferv- 
ed  to  you,  runs  in  thefe  words  ;  u  Occupy  till  I  come  —  — • 
And  the  prornife  exactly  correfponds  to  it  ;  Be  thou  faithful 
unto  death,  and  “  I  will  give  thee  a  crown  of  life*33 

Thus,  in  all  thefe  particulars,  the  Chriftian  life  may,  with 

great  propriety,  be  compared  to  a  race - But  then  it  is  ne~ 

ceflary  to  obferve,  that  though  the  refemblance  is  fufficiently 
ftrono*  to  juftify  the  ufe  of  this  figurative  reprefen tati on  ;  yet 
there^are  feveral  important  refpeclsin  which  the  Chriftian  race 

doth  widely  differ  from  all  others  :  Such  as, 

iji  In  other  races,  though  many  may  ftart,  and  hold  out  tb 
the  end  ;  yet  none  but  the  foremoft  recciveth  the  prize  :  Know 
ye  not ,  faith  the  Apoftle,  in  the  firft  part  of  the  verfe,  that 
they  which  run  in  a  race ,  run  all,  hut  one  received ;  the  pri%e  ; 
whereas  it  is  quite  otherwifb  in  the  Chriftian  race*  There 
ntav  be  a  great  difparity  among  the  candidates,  but  every  one 
who  endureth  to  the  end  fhall  be  faved - He  who  is  faith¬ 

ful  over  a  little,  {hall  be  as  certainly  rewarded,  as  he  who  is 
faithful  ever  much  ;  each  {hall  receive  a  crown  as  large  as  he 
can  wear  ;  Whofoever  doth  faithfully,  is  accounted  by  the 
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to  have  done  well  ;  for  we  find  the  lame  falutation  that 
was  addrelfed  to  the  fervant  who  had  improved  the  many  ta¬ 
lents,  addrefled  likewife  to  him  who  had  improved  the  ftwz 
"  Weil  done/7  (though  not  not  lo  much  done;  yet  ftill  it  is 
faid,  “  Weil  done  tnou  good  and  faithful  fervant;  enter 
“  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord*7’  Hence, 

2 dly%  They  who  run  in  the  Chriftian  race,  have  no  envy, 
no  jealoufy  among  themfelves  ;  far  lefsdo  they  moled:  and  hin¬ 
der  one  another  :  on  the  contrary,  the  Itronger  help  forward 
the  weaker,  and  give  them  all  the  alii  (lance  and  encourage¬ 
ment  in  their  power*  Now,  in  other  races  it  is  not  10  ;  the 
fall  of  one  candidate  gives  joy  to  the  reft ;  but  they  'who  run 
for  the  heavenly  prize,  would  carry  ail  the  world  along  wita 
them  if  they  could*  As  the  pfalmift  **  was  glad  when  they  faid 
<4  unto  him,  Let  us  go  unto  the  houie  of  the  Lord  V  lo  ever y 
fincere  candidate  for  immortal  glory,  rejoiceth  when  he  hears  of 
the  many  travellers  by  the  way  ;  and  is  ready  to  fay  unto  every* 
one  he  meets,  O  come  and  let  us  go  together  to  the  Zion 
^bove,  that  city  of  the  great  King,  where  true  ricnes  and  ho¬ 
nours  are  only  to  be  found* 

3 dly^  They  who  run  in  other  races,  have  nothing  but  toil 
and  labour  till  they  obtain  the  prize  ;  but  in  the  Chriftian 
race,  the  exercife  it  (elf  carries  part  of  the  reward  in  its  bofom  : 

Wifdom’s  ways  are  ways  ofpleafantnels?  and  all  her  paths  are 
peace*7’  ChrifPs  yoke  is  eafy,  his  burthen  is  light,  and  his  com¬ 
mandments  are  not  grievous*  Hear  what  holy  David  fays, 

“  Thy  ftatutes  have  been  my  fongs  in  the  houie  of  my  pilgri- 
u  mage.’7 — —Sometimes  indeed,  they  have  dark  nights  and 
ftormy  weather  ;  <c  without  are  fightings  and  within  are  fears*"' 
But  this  is  not  the  conftant  fair  of  them  all,  nor  perhaps  of  any 
of  them  at  all  times  :  they  have  their  feafons  of  joy  as  well  as 
of  grief;  and  they  have  this  to  comfort  them  amidft  all  their 
troubles,  even  the  afiurance  that  they  lhall  work  together  for 
their  everlafting  benefit.  Which  leads  me  to  mention  a 

4 th  diftinguilhing  property  of  the  Chriftian  race  ;  namely, 
the  certainty  of  gaming  the  prize  at  laft.  Did  the  Chriftian 
run  in  his  own  ftrengtb,  he  might  not  only  doubt,  but  defpair 
of  fuccefs  :  but  his  whole  dependence  is  on  that  almighty  Sa¬ 
viour,  upon  whom  the  Father  hath  laid  his  help  :  he  goes  up 
through  the  wildernefs  a  leaning  upon  the  beloved  and 
therefore  under  his  felt  weaknefs,  and  when  every  thing  around 
him  wears  the  moll  difeouraging  afpeeft,  he  is  iomecimes  en¬ 
abled  to  triumph  in  the  language  of  Paul,  and  to  lay,  as  he 
did,  “  lean  do  all  things  through  Chrift  that  ftrengtheneth 
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^  me.”  Perfeverance  is  notcmly  the  doty,  but  the  privilege 
ot  all  who  iet  themfelves  in  good  earned:  to  run  for  heaven  ; 
and  though  the  law  of  God  obligeth  them,  and  the  new  nature 
Habitually  inclines  them,  **  to  keep  under  the  body,  and  to 
bring  11  Int0  fnbjeffion  •”  yet  they  have  far  better  fecu- 
my  than  any  efforts  of  their  own.— — Omnipotence  is  their 
guardian  ;  and  they  are  kept  by  the  power  of  God,  through 
faith  unto  ialvation.”  Thefe,  my  brethren,  are  fome  of  the 
enaearing  peculiarities  of  the  Ghriftian  race  :  Let  me  now  ex~ 
hurt  you,  in  the 


'Third  place,  So  io  rvn  that  you  may  at  length  obtain 
And,  for  this  end,  let  us  cordider, 

i/r,  That  many  eyes  are  upon  us :  We  are  furrounded  with 
/prdfators,  who  narrowly  obferve  every  part  of  our  behaviour* 
The  holy  angels,  thbfe  miniftring  fpirits,  fent  forth  tominiffer  to 
the  heirs  of  faJvation,  look  on  us  with  the  fame  friendly  concern  ; 
and  as  they  rejoice  at  the  fir  ft  conversion  of  a  (inner,  fo  we  may 
reafonably  fuppofe,  that  all  our  ftrayings  from  the  path  of  life, 
are  Sorrowfully  remarked  and  lamented  by  them.  On  the  other 
hand,  thofe  malignant  powers  of  darknefs,  which  conftamly  go 
about  44  feeking  whom  they  may  devour,”  are  no  leis  atten, 
rive  to  our  conduct  — They  too  mark  our  fleps,  though  from  a 
different  principle  :  not  to  help,  but  to  enfnare  us  ;  not  to  ap» 
pin ud  our  fidelity  and  diligence,  but  to  find  matter  of  cenfure 
and  accuiation  againifu;. —  4bove  all,  the  great  and  ornniicient 
God  hath  his  eye  continually  upon  us  :  **  he  compaffeth  our 
“  path,  and  he  is  acquainted  with  all  our  ways.”  He  befets 
us  behind,  end  before,  and  lo  holds  Uo  by  his  right  hand, 


that  we  cannot  fly  from  his  prefence,  nor  find  any  covering  fo 
thick  as  to  hide  us  from  his  fight.  Think  of  this,  my  bre¬ 
thren,  and  judge  whether  we  have  not  caule  to  be  continually 
on  our  guard.  We  perform  every  adtion,  not  only  in  the 
fight  of  innumerable  witnelTes,  but  in  the  prefence  ol  that  glo¬ 
rious  Being,  by  whom  our  final  doom  (hall  be  pronounced  : — 
Ought  we  not  then  toquit  oui  (elves  like  men  I1  1  here  is  ioine- 
tbing  in  this  motive  fo  awful,  and  at  the  fame  time  io  animating, 
that  1  ihould  think  1  affronted  your  realon,  if  I  ipent  time  in 
the  i! luftration  Oj  it.  We  muff  feel  its  influence  as  loon  as  it  is 
named  :  Did  we  fee  with  our  bodily  eyes  what  we  all  profefs 
to  believe,  we  ihould  not  wait  for  an  exhortation  to  1  ‘  run  the 
race  let  before  us.7’ 


Conlider,  in  the  2 d  place,  that  many 
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glorious  prize.  Paul 
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exhorted  the  Chriftians  in  his  day  to  he  followers  of  them, 
who  through  faith  and  patience  inherit  the  promifes.”  The 
way  to  heaven  was  not  then  an  untrodden  path  ;  a  great  cloud 
of  witneffes  had  palled  that  road  before  the  Apoflle  began  to 
write  :  and  we  may  renlbnably  conclude,  that  vail  multitudes 
have  been  following  them  during  the  feventeeto  hundred  years 

which  have  elapfed  lince  that  time* - And  lhall  not  their 

example  encourage  us  to  go  and  do  likewife  ?  We  fee  plainly 
from  their  fuccefs,  that  tiiere  are  no  unfurmountable  obitacles 
in  the  way.  The  laintsnow  in  heaven  were  once  in  the  fame 
condition  with  ourfelves ;  they  were  men  of  like  paffions,  and 
expofed  to  the  fame  temptations.  The  grace  that  faved  them  is 
equally  fufheient  to  lave  us  5  and  (glory  to  God)  it  is  as  ready 
to  be  difpenled  to  us,  if  we  afk  and  leek,  and  knock  for  it,  as 
they  did. 


Where  are  all  thofe  illufirious  perfons  recorded  in  Scripture  ? 
Where  are  the  Patriarchs,  the  Prophets,  and  the  Apoitles  of 
our  Lord?  Where  are  thofe  heroic  fpirits,  of  whom  we  read 
in  the  nth  chapter  of  the  epifrle  to  the  Hebrews, i(  who 
44  through,  faith  lubdued  kingdoms,  wrought  righteoufnefs  oh- 
(<  tained  promifes,  flopped  the  mouths  of  lions,  quenched  the 
violence  of  fire,  efcaped  the  edge  of  the  fword,  out  of  weak- 
,{  ne-fs  were  made  ftrong,  waxed  valiant  in  fight,  and  turned 

(<  to  flight  the  armies  of  the  aliens  - Where  are  thofe 

faithful  martyrs,  u  who  had  try  a!  of  cruel  mockings,  and  fcourg- 
/  ings,  yea  moreover,  o*'  bonds  and  imprifonment  ;  who  were 
honed,  who  were  fawn  afunder,  who  were  tempted,  who 
were  (lain  with  the  fword,  who  wandered  about  in  fheeo- 
ikiiis  and  goat-fkins,  being  deftitute,  afiiiclcd,  tormented  ; 
44  of  whom  the  world  was  not  worthy  ?”  Where  are  thofe  holy 
fouls  with  whom  we  ourfelves  were  perfonaliy  acquainted,  and 
whom  we  eiearly  loved,  but,  who  are  now  fie  pa rated  from  our 
fiociety,  and  haVe  left  us  behind  them  in  this  vale  of  nailery 
nnd  tears  ?  They  are  furrounding  the  throne  of  God  Moil 
High,  flngmg  the  long  of  Mofes,  and  of  the  Lamb  ;  a  fier  i  b- 
mg  glory  to  him  who  walhed  them  from  their  fins  in  his  own 
blood,  and  made  them  kings  and  priefts  unto  God,  even  his 
Father.- - Look  above  you,  O  Chriftians  !  to  this  glori¬ 

ous  company,  and  the  delire  of  being  one  day  joined  to  them, 
will  reconcile  you  to  all  the  hard  (hips  of  the’Chriftian  courfie] 
and  make  you  run  with  patience  the  race  let  before  you* 

.  Lonfider ,  in  the  3 d  place,  Who  are  your  fellow  travellers. 
^  ou  are  not  only  going  to  a  glorious  and  triumphant  fociety  but 
you  go  ia  company  with  perfons  of  the  greatelt  dignity  and 
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worth,  c‘  even  the  faints,  thofe  excellent  ones  in  the  earth/* 

xvhom  God  hath,  chofen  and  fet  apart  for  himfelf. - —And 

this,  my  brethren,  is  an  encouraging  circumflance.  We  find, 
that  even  an  Elias,  when  he  fuppofed  himfelf  alone  by  the  way, 
both  wifhecl  and  prayed  for  death,  faying,  Ci  It  is  enough 
now,  O  Lord  God  ;  take  away  my  life  ;  for  I  am  not  bet- 
ter  than  my  Fathers.”  And  therefore  God  was  pleafed 
in  great  condefcenfion,  to  rectify  the  miftake  of  his  fervant,  by 
affuring  him,  that  there  were  many  thoufands  unknown  to 
him,  who  had  not  bowed  the  knee  to  Baal  ;  and  that  the  road 
to  the  celeiiial  country,  even  in  that  corrupt  and  degenerate 
age,  was  not  fo  unfrequented  and  folitary  as  he  imagined* — - 
The  faints  are  not  only  hid  from  the  world,  but  freqently  rnif* 
taken  by  one  another  ;  which  tempts  many  o  f  them  to  thunk, 
that  the  kingdom  of  Chriih  is  of  a  very  narrow  extent,  and  the 
number  of  his  fuhjecls  exceeding  fmall  :  but  were  our  eyes 
opened,  and  the  fcales  of  pride  and  prejudice  removed,  we 

fliould  fee  a  far  more  goodly  company  than  we  expe&ed. - - 

And  ouoht  not  this  to  animate  us  in  our  Ghriilian  race  ?  Have 

o  . 

we  ail  the  faints  on  earth  for  our  companions  !  are  we  going 
to  faints  and  angels  in  heaven?  andihall  not  this  fire  us  with 
an  heroic  ardour  t&  run  Jo  as  me  may  at  length  obtain  $  EfpecL 
ally  if  confzder  in  the 

^th  place,  The  nature  of  thofe  dudes  which  our  Lord  hath 
required  of  us  ;  or,  if  you  pleafe,  (to  keep  by  the  allufion) 
the  goodnefs  of  that  road  in  which  we  are  to  run  for  the  hea¬ 
venly  prize. - IC  The  law  is  holy,”  faith  the  Apoifle  Paul, 

Ci  the  commandment  is  holy,  juft,  a ndgood  not  only  infinite¬ 
ly  reafonably  in  itfelf,  but  infinitely  kind  and  obliging  to  us, 
jnafrnuch  as  it  enjoins  nothing  but  what  tends  to  purify  and 
perfect  our  natures,  and  to  qualify  us  for  the  enjoyment  of  a 

never  ending- felicity* - hi  the  frame  of  the  moral  law, 

God  appears  rather  like  a  father  tnan  a  fovereign,  exa&ing 
nothing  as  a  tell'  of  our  fubjcfdon  to  his  authority,  but  what 
is  lo  neceiTariiy  connected  with  our  own  true  happinefs,  that  a  li¬ 
berty  to  acl  otherwife  would  in  reality  be  a  licence  to  deftroy 
ourfelves. 

Jjtly.  We  have  a.  kind,  fympath  if:  and  unerring  Guide, 
who  came  from  heaven  to  earth  to  teach  us  the  way  from 
earth  to  heaven  :  yea,  he  hath  not  only  pointed  out  the  road 
to  us,  but  hath  actually  gone  before  us,  and  now  calls  upon  us 
to  follow  his  flaps.  “  Behold/*. faith  God  by  the  prophet 
Ifaiah,  I  have  given  him  for  a  witneis,  to  the  peopie,  a  leader 
t4  and  commander  to  the  people.”  Ibis  is  the  peculiai  office 

of  our  Lord  Tefus  Chrift  ;  aud  his  mildnefc  and  condeicnliou 

in 
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in  the  discharge  of  this  office,  are  beautifully  defcribed  by  the 
lame  prophet  :  “  He  fhall  feed  his  hock  like  a  lhepherd  ;  he 
“  fliall  gather  the  lambs  with  his  arm,  and  carry  them  in  his 

«  bofom,  and  gently  lead  thofe  that  are  with  young.1” - 

He  doth  not  defpife  the  weaknefs  of  his  people  ;  fur  he  know- 
eth  their  frame,  and  “  is  touched  with  a  feeling  of  their  infir* 
“  mities,  having  been  in  all  points  tempted  like  as  they  are.'*— 
Like  as  a  father  pitieth  his  children,  fo  the  Lord  pities  thofe 
that  fear  him-  “  He  doth  not  break  the  bruifed  reed,  not 
“  quench  the  fmoking  flax  on  the  contrary,  “  he  giveth 
“  power  to  the  faint,  and  to  them  that  have  no  might  iie  in- 
€C  creafeth  ftrength.” — —He  will  not  fuffer  them  to  be  tempts 
ed  above  what  they  are  able  ;  but  in  the  emphatical  lan¬ 
guage  of  holy  writ,  “  he  debates  with  them  in  meafure,  and 
“  flays  his  rough  wind  in  the  day  of  his  eafl  wind.”  When 
they  pafs  through  the  fire,  and  through  the  water,  he  is  with 
them  :  and  though,  for  wife  and  holy  reafons^  their  eyes  may 
be  holden  that  they  cannot  perceive  him  }  yet  with  a  power¬ 
ful,  though  invifible  hand,  he  fupports  and  guides  their  weary 
fteps  ;  according  to  that  gracious  promife,  “  I  will  bring  the 
(C  blind  by  a  way  that  they  know  not,  and  lead  them  in  paths 
**  which  they  have  not  known  ;  I  will  make  darfcnefs  light  be- 
<c  fore  them,  and  crooked  ways  ftraight.  Thcfe  things  will  I 

tc  do  for  them,  and  not  forfake  them.” - O  what  a  joyful 

confideration  is  this  !  that  the  great  Captain  of  falvation  is  our 
guide,  who  can  cover  our  head,  and  heal  our  wounds  :  raife  us 
up  when  we  fall,  and  perfect  ftrength  in  our  weaknefs-  u  Fear 
“  not,”  fays  he,  “  for  I  am  with  thee  ;  be  not  difmayed,  for 

1  am  thy  God  ;  I  will  ftrengthen  thee  ;  yea,  I  will  help 
46  thee  ;  yea,  I  will  uphold  thee  with. the  right  hand  of  my 
€t  righteoufhefs.” 

My  otb  and  lajl  motive  fliall  be  taken  from  the  unfpeakable 
worth  of  the  prize  to  be  obtained.  This  is  no  other  than 
“  heaven  ltfelf "  eternal  life  ;”  an  exceeding  and  eternal 
“  weight  of  glory  an  incorruptible  crown  — 1 “  an  unde- 

“  filed  inheritance  •”  a  glory  which  eye  hath  not  feen,  norear 
heard,  neither  can  the  heart  of  man  conceive.”  <•  It  doth 
u  not  yet  appear,”  faith  the  Apoflle  John,  “  what  we  lhall  be  - 
4<  but  we  know  that  when  be  fhall  appear,  we  fliall  be  like 
u  bim,  for  we  (hall  fee  him  as  he  is.”  Then  fliall  we  be 
thoroughly  changed  into  the  image  of  cur  Lord.  We  fhall 
Jove  him  without  meafure,  and  praife  him  without  end  :  we 
fliall  ferve  him  without  wearinefs,  and  thofe  manifold  irrmer- 
feflions  which  flam  our  moil  holy  duties  while  on  earth.  Nay 

our 
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our  bodies  being  raifed  by  the  power  and  fpirit  of  our  Re¬ 
deemer,  who  is  the  “  plague  of  death,  and  the  deftrudion  of 
“  the  grave/’  Hull  be  fafliioned  like  unto  his  own  glori¬ 
ous  body - ;  whole  prefence  we  Hull  for  ever  enjoy,  and 

wnole  matchleis  love,  that  paHeth  knowledge,  we  fhall  eter« 
r.aily  celebrate  with  the  church  of  the  firll-born. 

1  his,  my  brethren,  is  the  glorious  prize  for  which  we  are 
raued  to  contend.  And  can  any  thing  fire  our  ambition  if  this 
do  not  ? — What  buille  do  men  make  for  an  earthly  crown, 
when  lo  !  death  is  at  hand  to  pluck  it  off  their  heads,  and  to 
tnrow  it  in  the  dull?  and  fhall  not  we  contend  for  a  heavenly* 
crown,  a  regal  dignity  and  power,  which,  when  once  obtain¬ 
ed,  Hull  never  be  taken  from  us?  “  Wherefore  gird  up  the 
€i  loins  of  your  mind,  be  fober,  and  hope  to  the  end,  for  the 
**  grace  that  is  to  be  brought  unto  you  at  the  revelation  of 
“  Jefiis  Chrilf.’-  Let  as  henceforth  <e  lay  aflde  every  weight, 
“  and  the  fm  which  doth  fo  eafily  befet  us,  and  let  us  run  with 
“  patience  the  rare  that  is  fet  before  us ;  looking  unto  jefus, 
the  author  and  Hnifher  of  our  faith  ;  who  for  the  jov  that 
was  fet  before  him,  endured  the  crofs,  defpifing  the  fiiame, 
and  is  fet  down  at  the  right  hand  of  the  throne  of  God.’’ — • 
To  him  let  our  waiting  eyes  be  continually  dire&ed  ;  and  whilH: 
we  run  in  obedience  to  his  command,  let  us  humbly  and  fer¬ 
vently  addrefs  him  in  the  words  of  the  devout  Pfalmifr,  with 
which  I  (hall  conclude  :  “  Unto  thee,  O  Lord,  do  I  lift  up 
my  foul.  O  my  God,  I  trull  in  thee,  let  me  not  be  a  foam¬ 
ed. — Shew  me  thy  ways  ;  Lord  teach  me  thy  paths>  Lead 
u  me  in  thy  truth,  and  guide  me  ;  for  thou  art  the  God  of  my 
ialvation,  on  thee  do  I  wait  all  the  day.’*  Amen . 
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it 


ufually  happens*  faith  one,  that  in  times  of  peace,  and 
outward  profpenty*  the  church,  like  a  river,  whole  chan¬ 
nel  is  enlarged,  k>feth  as  much  in  depth  as  it  gains  in  breadth  : 
I  wifh  I  could  not  add,  that  the  prelent  flUte  of. the  church  in 
our  own  land,  lerves  not  only  to  illuftrate  the  propriety  of  this 
flmilitude,  but  likewife  to  confirm  the  truth  of  the  observation. 
As  we  have  long  enjoyed,  in  a  very  diftinguiilicd  manner,  the 
protection  and  countenance  of  civil  authority,  the  number  of 
prgfeilors  is  indeed  greatly  increafed  ;  but  though  the  forms 
of  godliness  are  praCtifed  by  many,  there  is  too  juft  caufe  to 
complain,  that  the  genuine  power  of  it  is  felt  by  few.  Where 
are  the  perfons  who  make  religion  their  bufinefs,  and  apply 
themfeives  to  it  as  the  one  thing  needful  How  few  are 
to  be  found,  who  exemplify  thofe  fcriptural  representations  of 
the  Chriftian  s  work  and  duty  -u  fighting  the  good  fight  of 
“  “  running  with  patience  the  race  let  before  them 

(t  prelSng  toward  the  mark,  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling 

ol  Uod  in  Ghrift  Jelus  - -Alas  !  my  brethren,  the 

tar  greater  number,  it  they  be  going  forward  at  all,  it  is 
with  fuch  a  flow  and  daggering  pace,  as  can  neither  edify  their 
brethren,  nor  yield  any  real  comfort  to  themfeives  :  “  their 
**  light, inftead  of  u  finning  before  men,”  like  the  dim 
twinkling  of  a  candle,  funk  and  expiring  in  the  locket,  isfcarcc- 
ly  difcernihle. 

For  exciting  fuch  decayed  and  languifiiing  Chriftians  to 

ftrengthen  the  things  which  remain  that  are  ready  to  died' 

I  fhall  at  prefen t  take  occafion,  from  the  words  I  have  read  to 

you,  Jjrji  x. o  explain  ;  and  fecondly ,  to  recommend  that  fer- 

t°our  of fpirit,  with  which  the  Apoftlc  exhorteth  us  to  ferve 
the  Lord . 

Fervour  in  general,  is  oppofed  to  lukewarrnnefs  or  indiffer¬ 
ence  ;  and  denotes  that  edge  or  keenriefs,  that  a&iviry  and  d;!i- 

gence,  whxa  we  commonly  exert  in  the  purfuit  of  any  oc-e fit 
Voh  i.  U 


we 
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we  highly  value  and  wilh  to  poffefs. - Now  the  fervour 

whereof  my  text  fpeaks,  hath  religion*  or  the  fervice  of  God, 
for  its  object  :  Love  to  Gcd  is  the  principle,  the  law  of  Gcd  is 
the  rule,  and  his  glory  the  end,  of  all  its  operations-  The 
fervent  Chridian  is  habitually  on  the  dretch  to  anfwer  the  great 
purpofes  for  which  he  was  made  and  redeemed  :  his  under- 
Handing  is  employed  in  fearching  out  the  mind  of  God,  fo  far 
as  it  regards  the  conduct  of  his  creatures  ;  his  will  is  firmly  and 
refolutely  determined  to  perform  whatever  fhall  appear  to  be 
his  duty  ;  his  affections  are  infpired  with  holy  life  and  vigour  : 
in  confequence  of  which,  his  executive  powers  are  all  ready  to 
perform  their  feveral  parts  ;  the  tongue  to  fpeak,  the  hands  to 
giVe,  or  to  do  what  is  required,  and  the  feet  to  run  in  the  way 
of  God’s  commandments.  In  fhort,  the  whole  man  is  engaged 
in  the  fervice  of  God  :  fo  that  religion  becomes  his  conftant 
and  mod  delightful  occupation  ;  he  “  drives’*  with  all  his  might 
(i  to  enter  in  at  the  (trait  gate  and  counts  nothing  too  much 
to  be  done,  or  too  hard  to  be  endured,  for  the  enjoyment  of 
that  God  whom  he  molt  ardently  loves,  and  to  whom  he  is  en¬ 
tirely  devoted. - -This,  my  brethren,  is  to  be  fervent  in 

fpirit- 

But  as  there  are  feveral  counterfeits  of  this  gracious  temper, 
I  (hall  endeavour  to  feleft  thofe  peculiar  properties  of  true 
Chridian  fervour ,  that  chiefly  didinguifh  it  from  thofe  delufive 
appearances  by  which  too  many  impofe  both  upon  them* 
(elves  and  others. - Let  it  be  obferved  then,  in  the 

i ft  place,  That  as  the  the  fervice  of  God  is  the  proper  ob¬ 
ject  of  true  Chridian  fervour ,  this  renders  it  neceffary  that  we 
be  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  laws  of  God,  that  we  may 
know  what  particular  fervices  he  requires  of  us,  and  will  accept 
at  our  hands-  A  miftake  here  is  of  the  mod  dangerous  confe¬ 
quence  :  for  if  we  once  flep  afiide  from  the  path  of  duty,  the 
fafler  we  run,  the  farther  we  depart  from  the  right  way,  and 
our  return  to  it  becomes  the  more  uncertain  and  difficult-  Saul 
was  very  fervent  in  Jjnrit ,  when  he  “  breathed  out  threatnings 
“  and  (laughter  againd  the  difciples  of  the  Lord/’  and  tr  veri- 
<*  ly  thought  that  he  ought  to  do  many  things  contrary  to  the 
“  name  of  Jefus  of  Nazareth  And  yet  this  fervour  of  his, 
had  not  fovereign  grace  dopped  him  in  his  mad  career,  would 
only  have  hurried  him  downward  to  that  hot  and  dark  place 

from  whence  it  mod  certainly  fprung - We  have  heard  of 

Come  who  according  to  our  Saviour’s  predi&ion,  “  thought 
u  they  did  God  fervice  when  they  killed  his  people  and  the 
church  of  Rome  continues  at  this  day  to  afford  an  awful  indance 

of 
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ef  this  kind,  whofe  burning  zeal,  as  indeed  it  may  literally  be 
called,  hath  already  confurned  all  that  was  mortal  of  fome  mil¬ 
lions  of  faints  ;  and  yet,  inftead  of  being  quenched  by  fuch  a 
deluge  of  blood,  doth  ftill  blaze  out  as  fiercely  as  ever,  where  it 
ia  not  controlled  by  fuperior  force. —  1  have  quoted  thefe 

ftrong  examples  for  illuftrating  the  difference  betwixt  true 
Chriftian  fervour ,  and  that  eagernefs  of  fpirit  which  frequently 
ulurps  its  name  ;  and  to  make  you  fenlible  how  necelfary  it  is 
that  we  ftudy  the  “  good  and  perfed  will  of  God,’’  for  direct¬ 
ing  our  zeal,  and  confining  it  to  that  fphere  in  which  it  may 
and  ought  to  move. 

'idly.  As  our  fervour  fhould  be  employed  in  the  fervice  of 
God ,  "or  in  thofe  duties  that  God  hath  plainly  commanded  ;  fa 
it  ought  likewile  to  aim  at  his  glory  ;  otherwife  it  is  an  unhal¬ 
lowed  paiTion,  which  corrupteth  and  debafeth  every  thing  that 
proceeds  from  it.  The  want  of  a  right  aim  appears  to  have 
been  the  principal  error  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees;  for  moft 
of  our  Saviour’s  reproofs  evidently  turn  upon  this  very  thing. 
They  prayed,  they  faffed,  they  gave  alms,  and  “  corhpafled 
li  fea  and  land,”  to  gain  profelytes  to  the  Jewilh  religion  ;  all 
which  were  very  commendable  in  their  own  nature  : — But 
herein  lay  their  fault  :  They  did  all  “  to  be  feen  of  men 
popular  applaufe,  and  the  advancement  of  their  own  intereft, 
were  the  ends  they  aimed  at  ;  not  the  approbation  of  God,,  nor 

the  advancement  of  his  honour  and  intereft  in  the  world. - - 

Thus  it  often  happens,  when  religion  is  in  credit,  that  many 
ufe  it  as  a  political  engine  for  helping  them  up  into  a  higher 
place,  and  appear  very  warm  in  profefling  their  regard  to  it  ; 
but  no  fooner  is  that  carnal  fuel  withdrawn  than  the  flame  ex¬ 
pires,  or  perhaps  is  carried  over  to  the  oppofite  fide,  and  burns 
as  fiercely  againft  religion,  as  ever  it  feemed  to  do  for  it. — « 
Whereas  true  Chriftian  /e rvour  carries  the  perfon  beyond  him- 
felf  to  that  God  whom  he  adores  ;  and  inftead  of  being  cooled 
by  the  profane  mockery,  or  hatred,  or  perfecution  of  wicked 
men,  it  rather  becomes  more  vigorous  and  a&ive,  and  exerts  it. 
felf  in  proportion  to  the  oppofition  it  meets  with.  If  God  is 
glorified  by  his  fufferings,  the  fervent  Chriftian  hath  gained  his 
end  :  like  David,  he  is  willing  to  be  ftill  u  more  vile,”  ftill 
more  affli&ed  ;  and  with  the  Apoflje  Paul,  he  hath  no  higher 
ambition,  than  that  u  Chrift  may  be  magnified  in  his  body, 
a  whether  it  be  by  life  or  by  death.”  Which  leads  me  to  ob- 
ferve,  in  the 

d  place,  That  this  gracious  temper  extends  its  regards  to 
all  God’s  commandments.  It  declines  no  duty  that  bears  the 
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damp  of  h:s  authority  :  for  as  the  glory  of  God  is  the  great 
icope  of  all  its  adlings,  whatever  tends  to  promote  that  imme¬ 
diately  becomes  the  objeft  of  its  choice,  and  the  matter  of  its 
mod  delightful  and  vigorous  exercife.  Now  here  the  hypo- 
cute  is  always  found  halting  ;  he  picks  out  the  eafied  parts  of 
^duty,  fuch  as  have  lead  of  fell -denial  in  them,  and  mod  of  that 
outward  iplendpr  which  attracts  the  obfervation  of  others.  If 
-he  is  rich,  he  may  abound  in  alms  deeds,  efpecially  in  thofe  in¬ 
dances  cl  charity  which  are  mod  likely  to  make  a  rtoife  in  the 
world,  that  his  fame  may  fpread  abroad,  and  bring  him  the  tri- 
bute  of  praife  from  afar*  He  may  attend  upon  the  public  or¬ 
dinances  of  religion,  and  fit  like  one  of  the  people  of  God,  with 
a  becoming  air  of  warm  devotion  :  but  could  your  eye  follow 
him  into  his  own  houfe,  you  fhould  there  behold  a  wonderful  al¬ 
teration,  perhaps  a  total  neglecb  both  of  family  and  (ecret  pray- 
er,  or  at  bed  fuch  a  cold  and  life! els  worfhip,  as  fcarcely  deferv- 
ed  the  name  cf  u  bodily  exercife”  itfelf.  Whereas  the  upright 
Chridian  is  in  the  fearof  the  Lord  all  the  day  long.”  he  con- 
dders  his  Judge  as  evermore  prefent  with  him  :  this  awakens 
his  mind,  and  enlivens  his  devotion,  and  hath  a  more  powerful 
influence  upon  his  con  dud,  than  the  applaufe  or  cenfure  often 
thoufand  worlds  :  this  makes  him  fervent  in  every  part  of  duty  ; 
yea  as  fervent  in  the  fevered  ads  of  felf-denial,  as  in  thofe  in- 
fiances  of  obedience  which  are  accompanied  with  the  mod  im¬ 
mediate  advantage  or  pleafure. — A 

4 th  didinguifhing  property  of  true  Chridian  fervour  this: 
It  wilj  make  us  peculiarly  attentive  to  our  own  behaviour,  and 
begin  with  corroding  what  is  faulty  in  ourfelves.  Many  ex¬ 
claim  againd  the  vices  of  others,  who  are  extremely  partial  and 
indulgent  to  their  own.  To  fuch  our  Apoftle  addreffes  a  very 
lharp  reproof,  in  the  fecond  chapter  of  this  epidle,  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  :  “  Therefore  thou  art  inexcufable,  O  man,  whofoever 
“  thou  art  that  judged,  for  wherein  thou  judged  another,  thou 
“  condemned  thy Fe If  ;  for  thou  that  judged,  dod  the  lame 

things. - And  thinked  thou  this,  O  man,  that  judged 

*'■  them  which  do  fuch  things,  and  dod  the  fame,  that  thou 

*e  (halt  cfcape  the  judgment  of  God  V* - Nothing  can  be 

more  difingenuous,  than  for  people  to  profefs  a  hatred  of  fin, 
and  p  mighty  anxiety  to  have  others  reclaimed  from  it,  when 
their  own  condud  proclaims  that  they  do  not  hate  it  in  them- 
fefves.  That  fervour  which  is  of  the  right  kind,  will  drd 
i%  cafl  out  the  beam  out  of  our  own  eye,”  before  it  will  differ 
us  to  “  behold  the  mote  that  is  in  our  brother’s  eye.”  It  will 
difeover  to  us  fo  many  things  amid  in  our  own  vineyards,  that 

we 
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we  (hail  neither  find  leifure  nor  inclination  to  pry  officioufly  in¬ 
to  our  neighbour’s  vineyard,  till  thefe  are  amended.  The  fer¬ 
vent  Chriftian  will  take  no  reft,  till  the  enemies  of  his  God  be 
fubdued  within  his  own  breaft  :  u  He  never  will  think  that 
u  he  hath  already  attained,  either  is  already  perfect ;  but  for - 
44  getting  the  things  which  are  behind,  and  reaching  forth  un- 
44  to  thole  things  which  are  before,  he  will  prefs  toward  the 
44  mark,  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Chrift  Je- 
44  fus  giving  all  diligence  to  make  his  calling  and  elec- 

(i  tion  fare  — and  “  working  out  his  own  falvation  with  fear 
44  and  trembling,” — Neverthelefs  in  the 

$th  place,  Though  true  fervour  begins  at  home,  yet  it  is 
not  always  confined  there.  It  was  the  fpeech  of  a  wicked  Cain, 
44  Am  I  my  brother’s  keeper  ?”  The  warm-hearted  Chriilian 
extends  his  good  offices  to  all  around  him  ;  and  ufeth  all  that 
power  and  influence  which  his  flation  gives  him,  to  difcourage 
vice,  and  to  advance  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  in  the  world. — Is  he 
a  magiftrate  ?  he  will  not  44  bear  the  fword  in  vain,”  but 
faithfully  employ  it  for  the  terror  of  evil  doers,  and  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  thofe  that  do  well, - -Is  he  a  minifter  ?  he  will  not 

“  handle  the  word  of  God  deceitfully  but  without  regarding 
the  perfons  or  palfions.of  men,  he  will  openly  declare  the  whole 
connfel  of  God,  and,  ‘by  found  doctrine  and  good  example,  do 
what  in  him  lieth  to  convince  and  reclaim  the  workers  of  ini¬ 
quity,  44  that  they  may  recover  thenafelves  out  of  the  fnare  of 
44  the  devil,  who  are  taken  captive  by  him  at  his  pleafure.” — . 
Is  he  a  parent  or  mafter  ?  “  he  will  walk  within  his  houfe  with 
“  a  perfedt  heart,”  and  adopt  the  refolution  of  holy  David, 
(  PfaL  ti.  6,  7.)  44  He  that  walketh  in  a  per  fed  way,  he  (ball 

44  ferve  me  ;  he  that  worketh  deceit,  (hall  not  dwell  within 
44  my  houfe  ;  he  that  telleth  lies  lliall  not  tarry  in  my  fight.” 
In  Ihori,  whatever  be  his  condition  in  life,  he  will  embrace  eve¬ 
ry  opportunity  that  Providence  affords,  him  of  advancing  the 
glory  of  God,  and  doing  all  the  good  he  can  either  to  the  fouls 
or  bodies  of  men. — * — Of  this  we  have  many  eminent  ex  a  moles 
recorded  in  Scripture  :  —  Righteous  Lot  was  vexed  from  day 
to  day  with  the  unlawful  deeds  and  filthy  conveifation  of  the 
Sodomites,  among  whom  he  lived  ;  44  Paul’s  fpirit  was  ftirred 

**  him”  when  he  beheld  the  City  of  Athens  wholly  p-iven  to 
idolatry  ;  and  Phinehas,  the  (on  of  Eleazar,  was  both  com¬ 
mended  and  rewarded,  for  executing  righteous  judgment  in  the 
camp  of  Ifrael,  and  obtained  44  the  covenant  of  an  everlaftino- 

priefthood  •”  for  this  exprefs  reafon,  Becaufe  be  was  %eat 
pus  for  bis  God*— 


-But  then  I  muft  add,  in  the 
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6th  and  loft  place,  That  this  fervour  muft  be  always  under 
the  dire&ion  of  Chrifhan  prudence,  that  it  mav  not  break  out 
into  indecent  heats,  and  carry  us  beyond  the  limits  of  our  of¬ 
fice  or  Nation  in  the  fociety  to  which  we  belong.  If  we  ftep 
out  of  our  proper  fphere,  we  trefpafs  againfl  that  fubordination 
which  the  providence  of  God  hath  eftablilhed  ;  and  no  pretence 
to  religious  zeal  can  juftify  our  conduft.  Such  fervour  is  not 
infpired  by  the  Spirit  of  grace,  but  is  the  Jlrange  and  unhal- 
lowed  fire  ofdiforderly  paflion,  which  can  never  find  acceptance 
with  that  God,  vvhofe  declared  will  it  is,  lc  that  all  things fhould 
“  be  done  decently,  and  in  order-’’ 

Such,  my  brethren,  is  that  fervour  of  fpirit  with  which 
the  Apoftle  exhorteth  us  to  fervs  the  Lord . 

To  recommend  and  enforce  this  gracious  temper,  was  the 
fecond  thing  propofed  in  the  method.  And  now  that  I  am  to 
enter  upon  this  part  of  the  fubjeft,  I  would  earneftly  intreat 
your  mofl  ferious  attention.  Consider  that  I  fpeak  not  only 
before  you,  but  to  you  ;  and  that  not  in  my  own  name,  but 
in  the  name  of  that  glorious  Perfon  u  by  whom  God  will 
“  judge  the  world  in  righteoufnefs  ;  whereof  he  hath  given 
tf  afTurance  unto  all  men,  in  that  he  railed  him  from  the 
4t  dead.”  That  you  may  be  ready  for  that  awful  trial,  and 
appear  with  humble  boldnefs  in  his  prefence,  whep  carelefs 
and  trifling  Tinners  fhall  hang  their  heads,  and  hand  fpeechleC* 
and  felf-condemned  before  his  tremendous  throne  i  this  is  the 
errand  upon  which  I  come  to  you  ;  no  other,  no  lower,  er¬ 
rand  than  this-— — If  the  bare  title  of  Chrihians  would  gain 
you  admittance  into  the  heavenly  glory  ;  if  a  cold  and  bar¬ 
ren  profeflion  of  religion,  or  the  pra&ice  of  fome  eafy  and 
common  duties,  would  render  you  meet  for  the  inheritance  of 
the  faints  in  light,  if  God  deferved  or  required  no  more,  than 
what  the  world  and  the  flefli  can  fpare  :  I  fhould  be  indifcreet 

for  attempting  to  difturh  your  repofe- - But  if  thefe  things 

be  otherwife  ;  if  it  fhall  profit  us  nothing  to  call  u  ChriftLord, 

61  Lord,”  unlefs  we  “  do  the  things  which  he  faith  if  foth 
be  accounted  wickednefs  by  the  righteous  Judge  of  all  the  earth, 
and  asfuch  fhall  be  punilhed  by  him  in  the  great  day  of  retribu¬ 
tion  ;  then  I  fhould  be  unfaithful  to  God,  and  cruel  to  your 
fouls,  if  I  did  not  fummon  you  to  your  duty,  and  vehemently 
urge  you,  in  the  words  of  my  text,  to  he  fervent  in  fpirit  ferv - 

ing  the  LorcU - Confider  in  the 

i ft  place,  That  God  deferves  the  moft  zealous  and  a&ive 
fervice  we  can  pay  to  him.  Surely  this  affertion  doth  not  re^ 

quire 
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quire  a  formal  proof ;  the  evidence  of  its  truth  w  fo  plain  and 
obvious,  that  rhe  moft  limple  and  illiterate  rnuft  perceive  it  at 
once. — — -  Dare  any  of  you  fay,  that  it  is  poffible  to  render 
unto  God  more  than  you  ow  e  him  ?  If  you  fhould,  I  need  not 
go  far  for  arguments  to  confute  you  ;  I  can  fetch  them  from 
yourleives,  from  every  member  of  your  bodies,  from  every  fa¬ 
culty  of  your  fouls. - Who  made  thee,  O  man  ?  This 

is  the  firft  queftion  that  children  are  taught  to  anfwer  ; — 
though,  alas!  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  many  grown  people  anfwer 
it  like  children,  and  need  to  be  fent  to  fchool  again  to  learn  its 
meaning.  Is  God  thy  creator  ?  was  it  he  who  “  clothed  thee 
6C  with  fkin  and  flefh,  and  fenced  thee  with  bones  and  finews  V9 
was  it  he  who  breathed  into  thy  noftrils  the  breath  of  life,  and 
made  thee  a  living  foul  ?  Are  all  the  endowments  of  thy  mind, 
thy  understanding,  thy  memory,  thy  will,  and  thy  affe&ions  $ 
are  all  ihefe  the  fruits  of  his  bounty  ?  doth  his  merciful  vibra¬ 
tion  every  moment  preferve  thy  fpirit,  keep  thy  body  from  the 

duft,  and  thy  foul  from  the  place  of  anguilh  and  defpafr  ? - - 

And  after  all,  is  it  poffible  that  thy  foul  or  thy  body  can  ex¬ 
ceed  in  his  fervice,  or  be  employed  with  too  much  zeal  for  his 
honour  ?  Stand  forth  O  man  !  and  reply  if  thou  canft?  What ! 
doth  this  plain,  I  had  almoft  called  it  this  childilh,  queftion  put 
thee  to  a  ftand  ?  How  inexcufable  then  is  thy  fioth  i  How  juft, 
and.  Oh  !  how  dreadful  muft  thy  condemnation  be  ? 

But,  my  brethren,  theie  are  not  all  the  mercies  you  have  re- 
cecived,  and  are  daily  receiving  from  God.  He  is  not  only 
your  Creator,  your  Preferver,  and  Benefaftor  ;  but  he  hath 
bound  you  to  his  fervice  by  the  frill  more  endearing  ties  of  re¬ 
deeming  grace  and  love  .*  He  lent  his  own  Son  into  the  world 
to  fave  you,  to  lave  you  by  his  death;  amazing  goodnefs  I  to 
filed  his  blood  tor  the  expiation  of  your  guilt  :  And  can  you 
exceed  in  your  gratitude  to  fuch  a  friend!  Is  it  poffible  you 
can  render  unto  him  more  than  is  due,  or  ferve  him  with  too 
great  zeal  and  fervour  ? 

But,  'idly,  God  not  only  deferves  fuch  fervice  as  I  am  plead¬ 
ing  for  ;  he  likewife  demands  it,  permptorily  demands  it,  and  will 
not  be  put  off  with  any  thing  lefs — “  Be  not  deceived,”  faith 
tills  holy  Apoftje,  God  is  not  mocked  ;  for  whatfoever  a 

man  foweth,  that  fhall  he  alfo  reap :  he  that  foweth  to  the 
ct  flefh,  fliall  of  the  flefh  reap  corruption  ;  and  he  that  fow~ 

eth  to  the  Spirit,  fhall  of  the  Spirit  reap  life  everlafting  ” 
If  any  imagine  that  Chrift  came  into  the  world  to  relax  their 
obligations  to  a  holy  life,  they  are  grofsly  miftaken  ;  and  if  they 
sft  upon  that  principle,  they  fhall  find  themfelves  fatally  disap¬ 
pointed 
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pointed  at  Iaft,  St.  Paul  knew  of  no  fach  indulgence,  when 
he  wrote  to  Titus,  that  “  the  grace  of  God,  which  bringeth 
u  falvation,  teachcth  us,  that  denying  ungodlinefs  and  worldly 
u  lulls,  we  fhould  live  foberly,  righteoufty,  and  godly  in  this 

*  prefen t  World.” - — Our  Saviour  gave  countenance  to  no 

fuch  opinion,  when  he  exhorted  his  difciples  to  “  ftrive  to  en- 
“  ter  in  at  the  ftrait  gate  and  told  them  in  plain  and  awful 
“  terms,  that  “  except  their  righteoufnefs  fhould  exceed  the 
“  righteoufnefs  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees,  they  (hould  in  no 
“  cafe  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.”  This,  my  bre¬ 
thren,  is  the  uniform  language  of  holy  writ  ;  the  words  cf  my 
text  are  clear  and  ftrong  ;  and  it  deferves  our  notice,  that  they 
are  part  of  an  epiftle  wherein  the  grace  of  the  new  covenant  is 
molt  accurately  defcribed,  and  zealoufly  defended  ;  which  no 
doubt,  muft  add  a  confiderahle  weight  to  them- — —The  floth- 
ful  profeffor  counteracts  the  whole  defign  of  the  gofpel  ;  for  the 
plan  of  man’s  redemption  was  fo  wifely  laid,  that  not  only  the 
comfort  of  the  Chriftian,  but  his  improvement  in  holmefs  aifo, 
fhonld  be  gradually  advanced  to  full  maturity.  The  defign  of 
Chrill’s  death  was  not  merely  to  reconcile  God  to  us,  but 
like  wife  to  reconcile  us  to  God  ;  that  his  generous  and  unme¬ 
rited  love  might  overcome  our  enmity,  make  us  alhamed  of  our 

O  ■  i 

ingratitude,  and  powerfully  te  conftrain  us  to  live,  not  unto 
u  ourfelves,  but  unto  him  who  died  for  us,  and  rofe  again.” 

A  4 th  motive  to  fervour  and  diligence  in  the  fervice  of  God , 
arifeth  from  the  difficulties  that  attend  our  duty.  The  Chrif- 
tian’s  work  is  compared  to  a  warfare  ;  he  muft  difpufce  every 
inch  of  ground,  and  fi^ht  his  way  through  furrounding  ene¬ 
mies.  It  is  no  eafy  matter  “  to  pluck  out  a  right  eye,  and  to 
“  cut  off  a  right  hand  j”  that  is,  to  renounce  thofe  fins  to 
which  we  have  been  fo  long  habituated,  that  they  are  in  a 
manner  become  parts  of  ourfelves,  and  no  lefs  dear  to  us  than 
the  moll  ufeful  and  neceffary  members  of  our  body  :  yet  to  this 
we  muft  confent  before  we  can  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  hea¬ 
ven'*  It  appears  a  hard  command  that  God  gave  to  Abraham, 
“  Take  now  thy  ion,  thine  only  fon  Ifaac,  whom  thou  loveft  ; 
‘c  and  ret  thee  into  the  land  of  Moriah,  and  offer  him  there  for 

o 

a  burnt-offering,  upon  one  of  the  mountains  that  I  Ihall  tel] 
“  thee  of.”  But  is  not  that  other  command  at  leaft  equally  fe- 
vere.  Take  now  thy  lull,  thy  beloved  lull,  from  which  thou 
haftprornifed  thyfelf  the  greateft  returns  of  profit  and  pie  a  fu  re, 
bring ic  hither  immediately, and  (lay  it  before  me,  without  the 
ceremony  of  one  parting  embrace?  This,  my  brethren,  is  diffi¬ 
cult  work  indeed.  Ifaac  lay  meekly  and  patiently  on  the  al¬ 
tar  ; 
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tar  :  but  fo  will  not  our  lulls  ;  no,  they  will  ftruggle,  and 
cry,  and  plead  for  mercy,  and  ufe  every  infinuating  method  of 

addrefs,  to  prevent,  or  at  lead  to  retard  the  ftroke _ But 

neither  is  this  all ;  thofe  inward  corruptions,  formidable  as  they 
are,  yet  are  they  not  the  only  enemies  we  have  to  prapple 
with  :  the  devil  is  an  adverfary  both  cunning  and  ftrong,  very 
formidable  by  his  power,  “  as  the  roaring  lion  but  dill 
more  formidable  by  his  craft,  as  that  “  old  ferpent,”  who  can 
vary  his  lhape,  and  put  on  the  appearance  of  an  angel  of  light, 
that  in  a  form  fo  ipecious,  he  may  get  accefs  to  our  hearts  with 
greater  eafe,  and  fill  them  with  hrs  poifon,  before  we  are  aware. 
This  earth  too  upon  which  we  tread  is  full  of  fnares ;  and  every 
date  or  condition  of  life  hath  foine  temptation  or  other  peculiar 
to  itfelf,  as  we  learn  from  that  well  conceived  prayer  of  Ao-ur 
(Prov.  xxx.  8*  9*)  Remove  far  from  me  vanity  and  lies  • 

“  give  me  neither  poverty,  nor  riches,  feed  me  with  food  coni 
u  venient  for  me  :  left  I  be  full  and  deny  thee  ;  and  fay,  Who 
“  is  the  Lord  ?  or  left  1  he  poor  and  Jleel ,  and  take  the  mme 
of  ;my  God  in  vain.”  Betides,  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of 
events,  “  all  that  will  live  godly  in  Chrift  Jefus,  mud  differ 
“  perfection”  in  one  kind  or  other.  The  Chriftian  is  bound 
not  only  to  avoid  conformity  to  the  world,  but  on  all  proper  oc- 
caflons,  to  teftify  his  diflike  of  its  corrupt  maxims  and  pradices  ; 
which  cannot  fail  to  draw  upon  him  a  confiderable  fhare  of 
hatted  and  refentrnent.  Singularity  is  enoughfto  beget  ill-will  j 
but  if  a  perlon  fhall  not  only  ufe  different  manners,  but  likewife 
condemn  the  manners  of  thofe  among  whom  he  lives,  which 
tne  mod  prudent  and  moded  difciple  of  Jefus  may  fometimes 
find  hi m ie If  obliged  to  do  ;  this  will  not  ealily  be  forgiven  : 
fuch  a  one  can  expect  no  better  treatment  than  Lot  had  from 
the  Sodomites,  who  could  not  bear  that  a  fellow,  as  they  called 
him,  “  who  came  in  to  fujourn,”  fhould  pretend  to  be  their 
judge.  Such  are  the  difficulties  that  attend  religion  ;  and  do 

not  fchefe  make  zeal  or  fervour  neceffary  J  I  fhall  only  add  ia 
the 


4 tb  place,  That  we  fhould  he  fervejit  in  fpirit ,  fervinv  the 

l  Dfcaufe*  as  *  have  already  obferved,  it  is  absolutely  im- 
pomule  that  we  can  do  too  much.  Were  we  in  any  danger  of 
exceeding,  there  would  no  doubt  be  caufe  to  moderate  our 
zeal  :  but  this  is  not  the  cafe  ;  for  after  “  we  have  done  all 
thole  things  which  are  commanded  us,”  we  fhall  (fill  lhave 
reafon  to  fay,  “  We  are  unprofitable  fervants  ;  we  have  done 
that  which  wasour  duty  to  do.” - True  it  is,  that  in  par- 

ticular  exercifes.  of  religion,  there  may  be  an  overdointr  *  — 
Vol.  1.  x  '  ’  ' 

one 
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for  one  duty  may  juftly  he  faid  to  exceed,  when  it  thrufts  out 
another  of  greater,  or  even  of  equal  importance,  or  which  is 
more  the  duty  of  the  feafon  than  itfelf;  but  fo  long  as  we  re- 
gulate  our  fervices  by  the  word  of  God,  in  which  cafe  alone 
they  are  proper  ads  of  obedience,  we  need  not  be  afraid  of  be¬ 
coming  “  righteous  overmuch.”  One  thing  is  certain,  that 
the  mod  ferious  Chriftians,  when  they  came  to  die,  have  al¬ 
ways  lamented  their  former  negligence  :  and  the  time  is  at 
hand,  when  all  the  world  fhall  confefs,  that  holy  diligence  was 
the  true  ft  wifdom  ;  and  that  they,  and  they  only,  made  choice 
of  the  better  part,  who  minded  the  “  one  thing  needful,5'’  and 
were  fervent  in  fpirit  ferving  the  L&rd . 

And  now  my  dear  friends,  my  ddign  upon  the  whole  is  to 
excite  you  to  a  proper  concern  about  the  faivation  of  your  pre¬ 
cious  and  immortal  fouls.  It  is  not  a  fyftem  of  opinions  that 
will  carry  any  man  to  heaven  :  our  knowledge  of  the  truth 
fhali  only  ferve  to  condemn  us,  if  we  do  not  receive  the  truth 
into  our  hearts,  and  fuffer  it  to  influence  both  our  temper  and 
practice.  I  am  far  from  thinking  that  men  may  be  faved  in 
any  religion,  however  falfe,  provided  only  they  be  fmcere  in 
the  belief,  and  obedient  to  the  dictates,  of  that  religion  they 
profefs  ;  but  of  this  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  no  religion  can  fave  a  man  who  is  not  ferious  in  it,  and 
who  doth  not  yield  himfelf  entirely  to  its  government.  Can  it 
avail  us  any  tiling,  that  we  profefs  the  true  religion,  if  we 
ourfelves  are  falfe  to  that  religion  ?  No  lurely  :  The  religion 
is  good,  but  it  is  not  our  religion  ;  it  is  our  book  that  con¬ 
tains  the  true  religion,  but  not  our  hearts  *,  and  therefore  it 
can  no  more  fave  us,  than  the  bed  food  can  nourifh  us,  and 
prefer ve  our  life,  which  only  ftandeth  upon  the  table,  or  which 
never  goeth  farther  than  our  mouth. 

Let  me  therefore  intreat  you  to  comply  with  the  Apoftle’s 
exhortation  in  my  text.  I  fpeak  to  you  who  are  Chriftians 
indeed ;  becaule  you  alone  are  in  a  capacity  of  ferving  the  Lord  ; 
for  “  they  that  are  in  the  flefh,”  who  were  never  cut  oft  from 
the  natural  (lock,  and  ingrafted  into  Chnft  the  ti  ue  viney  fuch 
perfon<*  the  \poftle  tells  us  (Rom.  viii.  8.)  “  cannot  pleafe 
4  God.”  They  perform  the  outward  ads  of  duty,  they  may 
even  do  them  with  a  confiderablc  degree  of  natural  fervour ; 
but  all  the  while  their  moft  fpecious  fervices  are  only  “  dead 
«  works/5  offered  up  with  “  ft  range  fire,”  which  cannot  af- 

cend  to  God  with  acceptanc - —  I  fpeak  therefore  to  the 

living  members  of  Cbrift,  to  thofe  who  are  regenerated  by  the 

fpirit  of  God  ;  and  my  requefl.  to  you  is,  that  from  this  time 
L  .  -  forward, 
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forward,  you  fhould  “  ftir  up  the  gift  of  God  that  is  in  you,” 
and  he  fervent  in  fpirit,  ferving  the  Lord . 

The  declining  i  mere  ft  of  religion  requires  all  the  fupport 
you  can  give  it.  Men  are  wearing  out  of  acquaintance  with 
God  ;  nor  is  it  greatly  to  be  wondered  at,  feeing  his  image  is 
fo  faintly  to  be  dilcerned,  even  upon  thole  who  are  really  his 
children.  Look  around  you,  and  obferve  how  active  and  violent 
wicked  men  are  in  the  lervice  of  Satan  :  their  pace,  like  “  the 
“  driving  of  Jehu,  the  font  of  Nimfhi,  is  fwift  and  furious.” 
With  what  zeal,  with  what  carefulnefs,  with  what  felf-denial 
—I  had  almoft  faid,  with  what  fear  and  trembling, — do  many 
of  them  work  out  their  own  damnation  1  44  drawing  iniquity 

“  with  cords  of  vanity,  and  finning  as  with  a  cart  rope  !” - ■ 

And  will  you  be  cold  and  negligent,  nay,  timorous  andfhamefa- 
ced,  in  the  lervice  of  the  true  and  living  God  r  Oh  !  how  un- 
feernly,  how  lcandalous,  how  hurtful  were  this  !  hurtful  to  your- 
felves,  hurtful  to  your  fellow  Chriftians,  hurtful  even  to  the 
wicked  with  whom  you  converfe  :  they  know  that  heaven  and 
hell  are  in  direct  oppofition,  and  confequently  that  the  roads 
which  lead  to  them  muft  be  widely  diftant  from  each  other  ; 
and  therefore  they  will  never  be  perfuaded  that  they  fhali  be 
thruft  down  into  utter  darknefs,  if  inch  as  you,  who  in  appear¬ 
ance  are  treading  the  fame  path  that  they  do,  fhali  get  to  hea¬ 
ven  at  laft. — —Ungrateful  fervants  !  how  hath  your  Redeemer 
deferved  this  at  your  hands  ?  Is  this  the  way  to  gain  mens 
hearts  to  the  love  of  holinefs  ?  Would  you  wifh  the  world  to 
write  after  fo  imperfect  and  blotted  a  copy  as  you  fet  before 
them  ?  I  befeech,  I  obteft  you,  by  all  the  regard  you  have  for 
the  glory  of  God,  your  own  comfort,  and  the  good  of  others, 
that  henceforth  you  would  diftinguifh  yourfelves  more  vifibly 
from  u  the  men  of  the  world,  who  have  their  portion  in  this 
€i  life.”  44  Have  no  fellowfhip  with  the  unfruitful  works  of 
“  darknefs,  but  rather  reprove  them.”  Let  Chriftianity  be  fo 
deeply  engraved  on  every  part  of  your  condutft,  that  he  who 
runs  may  read  whole  fervants  you  are,  and  thus  God  may  be 

glorified  in  his  faints. - It  is  a  mean  inglorious  aim,  merely  to 

keep  within  the  limits  which  divide  the  lawful  from  the  forbid¬ 
den  ground  :  Shew  that  you»are  men  of  44  another  Lirit,”  by 
14  following  the  Lord  fully,”  and  draining  every  nerve,  as  it 
were,  to  attain  the  higheft  perfection  of  which  your  nature  is  ca¬ 
pable  in  its  prefent  imperfect  date.  Let  faith  realife  to  you  tho 
life  of  Jefus  ;  and  beg  of  God,  for  Chrift’s  fake,  that  he,  by  his 
Spirit,  may  kindle  that  holy  fire  in  your  beans,  which  fhali 

X  2  gradually 
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gradually  confume  all  your  drofs,  and  carry  you  fwiftly  for- 
ward  to  the  Zion  above,  that  imperial  city  of  the  great  King, 
where,  like  thofe  flaming  minifters  who  furrpund  his  throne, 
ybii  (hall  ferve  God  day  and  night  in  his  temple,  without  in¬ 
terruption,  without  imperfe&ion,  and  without  wearinefs.  To 
which  exalted  felicity,  may  God,  of  his  infinite  mercy  bring 
us  all  in  due  time,  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord, 
jimen* 
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But  my  fervant  Caleb ,  becaufe  he  had  another  fpirit  with  him, 
and  Lath  FOLLOWED  ME  FULLF  ;  him  will  I  bring 
into  the  land  whereinto  he  went  :  and  his  feed  Jhall  poffefs 
it • 


I  PROPOSE  to  recommend  to  your  imitation  this  illuftrious 
fervant  of  the  molt  high  God,  whole  name  is  recorded 
vvuh  fuch  diftinguifhed  honour  in  the  paffage  I  have  juft  now 
read  in  your  hearing.  Caleb  followed  the  Lord  fully,  and  ob¬ 
tained  a  glorious  reward  :  and  if  we  hope  or  wifh  to  be  reward¬ 
ed  as  he  was,  reafon  teacheth  us,  that  we  Ihould  walk  in  hi$ 
fteps,  and  do  as  he  did. 

Rut  what  are  we  to  underftand  by  following  the  Lord  ful¬ 
ly  2  - - This  queftion  is  firft  in  order  ;  and  after  I  have  en¬ 

deavoured  to  give  a  fatisfying  anfwer  to  it,  1  lhall  then  pro¬ 
ceed  to  prefs  the  duty  by  fome  motives  and  arguments. 

Let  us  begin  with  inquiring  what  we  are  to  underftand  by 
following  the  Lord  fol7y . 

And  here  I  muff  oblerve  in  the  entrance,  that  no  man  can 
follow  the  Lord  at  all,  till  once  he  be  acquainted  with  him  : 

For  he  that  cometh  to  God,  mud  believe  that  he  is,  and 
“  that  he  is  a  rewarder  of  them  that  diligently  leek  him.”  A 
ilavifh  reluctant  fubjedhon  there  may  be  ;  but  there  cannot  be 
a  voluntary,  far  lefs  an  unreferved  obedience,  without  affec¬ 
tionate  truft  and  filial  confidence.  Before  we  can  follow  God , 
we  muft  not  only  know  that  he  is  fupreine,  and  hath  a  right 
to  command  ;  but  we  muff  like  wife  believe,  that  he  is  worthy 
to  command,  and  infinitely  pofTefTed  of  all  thofe  perfections 
which  qualify  him  to  govern  the  creatures  he  hath  made.  Two 
things  we  muft  be  thoroughly  perfuaded  of  :  firjl.  That  the 
Laws  of  our  Sovereign  are  righteous  and  good  ;  and,  next,  that 

ne  is  both  able  and  willing  to  protect  us  in  his  fervice _ And 

indeed,  my  brethren,  had  we  never  offended  God,  thefe  views 
£-one  would  have  been  1  ufficient  inducements  to  follow  him  fuL 
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ly  ;  but  ns  we  are  guilty  creatures,  and  liable  to  pitni foment*, 
feme  farther  difeoveries  are  now  become  neceflary-  We  need 
fomething  to  vanquifn  thole  fears  of  wrath,  which  would  rather  . 
prompt  us  to  fly  from  the  prefence  of  our  judge,  than  to  make 
an  uncertain  attempt  to  pacify  him  by  fubmiiiion  ;  fome  fcheme 
of  grace  mu  ft  be  opened  to  our  view,  by  which  pardon  may  be 
difpenfed  to  the  guilty,  and  flrength  imparted  to  the  weak,  in 
a  way  that  appears  confident  with  the  honour  of  the  divine  go¬ 
vernment.  Nay,  we  nmft  not  only  know  that  fuch  a  fcheui-e 
exifls,  but  we  on  our  part  mu  ft  cordially  approve  of  it  ;  and  by 
our  perfonal  confent,  a  {certain  our  claim  to  that  mercy  and 
grace  which  it  offers  to  Tinners  ;  that  being  at  peace  with  God, 
we  may  no  longer  dread  him  as  an  enemy,  but  love  him  as  a 
Father,  and  ferve  him  with  joy,  being  affured  that  “  our  ia^ 
“  hour  fhall  not  be  in  vain*5;> 

This  being  premifed,  as  a  neceffary  preparative  for  following 
ibe  Lord  fully ,  the  duty  itfelf  may  be  conftdered  as  including 
the  following  particulars  : 

iji ,  That  we  acknowledge  no  other  Lord  befides  him-  One 
Lord  we  mull  have  ;  for  it  is  folly  to  imagine  we  can  be  inde¬ 
pendent  and  free  :  Man  was  made  to  ferve  ;  and  nothing  is  left 
to  him  but  the  choice  of  his  rnafter  :  But  more  than  one  Lord 
we  cannot  have  ;  unlefs  by  a  derived  or  delegated  authority  : 
He  who  is  fupreme  may  appoint  another  to  rule  under  him,  and 
to  enforce  the  obfervance  of  his  laws  j  and  when  both  concur 
in  the  lame  command,  then  both  may  be  ierved  by  one  ad:  of 
obedience  :  But  (<  no  man  can  ferve  two  oppofte  mafters ;  for 
“  either  he  will  hate  the  one,  and  love  the  other  ;  or  elie  he 
u  will  hold  to  the  one  and,  defpife  the  other*  We  cannot 
li  ferve  God  and  Mammcnf’  And  therefore  to  follow  the 
Lord  fully  is  to  follow  him  only  :  It  is  to  make  his  will  the 
foie  and  abfoiute  rule  of  our  conduct,  in  oppofition  to  our  own  hu¬ 
mour,  the  temptations  of  Satan,  and  the  corrupt  maxims  of  a 
world  that  lie th  in  wickednefs* 

idly  >  To  follow  the  Lord  fully ,  is  to  obey  him  without  any 
referve  or  limitation  : — it>  is  to  ierve  him  with  an  atleciionate 
and  liberal  heart ; — and  to  do  this  at  all  times* — Each  of  thele 
might  be  conftdered  apart ;  hut  I  have  chofen  to  join  them  to¬ 
gether  under  one  head,  as  they  ferve  to  illuftrate  and  fupport 

one  another.  ' 

Our  obedience,  I  fay,  muft  be  without  referve  or  limitation  ; 
for  unlefs  we  follow  the  Lord  in  all  things,  we  cannot  truly  be 
faid  to  follow  him  in  any  thing*  We  give  caufe  to  inipecl,  that 

when,  in  other  inftances,  we  perform  the  duties  lie  enjoins,  yet 

even 
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even  in  thofe  who  are  governed  by  foroe thing  elffe  than  a  regard 
to  his  authority  ;  and  that  though  we  feem  to  follow  him,  yet 
in  reality  we  are  proiecuting  fome  interefted  fcneme  of  our  own, 
and  are  feeking  ourfelves,  inftead  of  ferving  our  God.  The 
univeriality  of  our  obedience,  then,  is  the  only  proof  of  our  firu 
verity;  for  “  whofoever  Hi  a  1 1  keep  the  whole  law,  and  yet  of. 
“  fend  in  one  point,  is  guilty  of  all.’*  We  do  not  follow  the 
Lord  fully,  unlefs  we  follow  him  whitherfoever  he  leadeth  us, 
through  the  moft  rugged  paths  of  felf-denial  and  mortification, 
as  well  as  in  thofe  fin ooth  delighfui  ways,  in  which  we  find  the 

moft  immediate  advantage  and  pleafure - Again,  we  muft 

lerve  him  with  an  affe<ftionate  and  liberal  heart  :  continually’ 

*  j 

alking  filch  queftions  as  thefe  :  “  Lord  what  wilt  thou  have  me 
“  to  do  ?”  and,  “  What  ihall  I  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all 
“  his  benefits  ?”  The  term  following-  plainly  implies  this  :  A 
perfion  may  be  dragged  or  driven  againft  his  will  •  but  to  fol¬ 
low  is  an  a  (ft  of  choice  :  it  denotes  a  voluntary  and  cheerful 
obedience  ;  a  fervice  of  love,  which  is  not  fparing  or  niggardly, 
but  always  devifeth  liberal  things.  Would  we  then  follow  the 
Lord fully ,  we  muft  be  u  ready  to  every  good  work  and 
not  only  embrace  opportunities  of  fervice  when  they  prelent 
tliemfelves  ;  but  even  leek  out  opportunities  of  improving  thofe 
talents  with  which  we  are  emrulted,  that,  as  it  is  expreifed  in 
the  parable,  “  when  our  Mafter  returns,  he  may  receive  his 
“  own  with  ufury.” — I  further  added,  that  we  fliould  behave 
after  this  manner  at  all  times  •  that  our  conducft  on  every  occa- 
fion  may  be  confiftent  and  uniform  : — The  true  lervant  of  the 
Lord  muft  always  be  one  man ,  fpeaking  the  lame  language,  and 
obferving  the  fame  condufl  in  every  place,  and  in  every  compa¬ 
ny.  Which  leads  me  to  a 

3 d  remark  of  confiderable  importance  ;  namely,  That  to  fol. 
low  the  Lord  fully,  is  to  follow  him  openly,  and  in  the  face  of 
the  world.  We  mult  not  think  of  dealing  to  heaven  by  fome 
clandeftine  unfrequented  path,  as  if  we  were  afhamed  of  bein  r 
feen,  or  afraid  left  it  ihould  be  known  to  what  family  we  be¬ 
longed  :  This  is  a  fneaking  cowardly  artifice  ;  fio  bafe  in  itfelf 
and  fo  ungrateful  to  the  kindeft,  as  well  as  to  the  greateft  and 
moft  honourable  Mafter,  that  were  it  not  too  commonly 
practifed,  one  fliould  fcarcely  think  it  needful  to  be  men¬ 
tioned. 

There  are  two  extremes  into  which  people  are  apt  to  run, 

and  both  ought  to  be  guarded  againft  with  equal  caref _ 

Some  proclaim  their  religion  as  on  the  houfe-tops  :  they  love 
to  talk  of  their  high  attainments,  and  difcover  aa  anxiety  to  make 

theinleives 
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them  felv-es  observable,  and  to  gain  the  admiration  and  applaufe 
of  their  neighbours.  This  our  Saviour  exprefsly  condemns, 
Mattb .  vi.  from  the  i ft  to  the  19th  verfe,  where  he  tells  his 
difciples,  that  they  who  faft,  or  pray,  or  give  aims,  to  be  feei* 
of  men,  only  ferve  themfelves  :  and  what  is  the  confeqtrence  ? 
It  is  but  juft  they  fhou'd  be  left  to  reward  themfelves  as  they 
can  ;  foi*  duties  done  with  iuch  an  aim,  can  never  be  accepted 

by  Gxl  as  any  part  of  that  religious  homage  he  requires. - * 

Others  again,  from  a  falfe  modefty  and  baihfulnefs,  or  perhaps 
a  pretended  diflike  of  orientation  and  hypocrify,  run  into  the 
oppoftte  extreme  :  They  hide  their  light,,  (if  any  light  they 
have)  they  hide  it  I  lay,  “  under  a  bulhel,”  as  the  Scriptures 
exprefs  it.  .They  go  as  great  lengths  as  they  dare,  in  a  fervile 
compliance  with  the  humours  and  cuftoms  of  the  world  ;  and 
even  keep  at  an  affected  diltance  from  every  thing  that  might 
betray  any  ferious  impreflion  of  God  upon  their  minds. 

Now  the  duty  I  am  recommending,  lies  at  an  equal  diftance 
from  both  thefe  extremes.  It  is  a  profellion  that  is  neither 
often tatious  nor  lhamefaced  ;  it  neither  courts  obfervation,  nor 
avoids  it.  The  true  follower  of  the  Lord ,  keeping  the  laws  of 
his  Mafter  continually  in  his  eye,  performs  every  duty  in  its 
place  and  feafon-  It  appears  “  a  fmall  matter  to  him  to  be 
“  judged  of  man’s  judgment  he  endeavours  “  fo  to  fpeak,’* 
and  fo  to  act,  u  not  as  pleating  men,  but  God,  which  trietft 
“  the  heart.”  He  doth  not  fliun  the  view  of  his  fellow-crea¬ 
tures,  but  is  willing  to  give  all  who  choole  it,  an  opportunity  of 
learning  from  his  conduft,  the  nature  and  fpirit  of  that  religion 
he  hath  embraced.  He  feels,  and  practically  acknovvledgeth, 
the  divine  authority  of  fuch  precepts  as  thefe  :  “  Let  your  mo- 
“  deration  be  know  to  all  men  Provide  things  honeft 

“  in  the  fight  of  all  men  and, — “  Let  your  light  fo  Ihine 
“  before  men,  that  they  may  fee  your  good  works,  and  glori- 

fy  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven.” - -His  loul  is  alarm¬ 

ed  with  that  awful  declaration  of  our  Saviour,  Luke  ix.  26. ) 
“  Whofoever  fhall  be  afliamed  of  me,  and  of  my  woids,  of  him 
<<  allb  fhall  the  fon  of  man  be  afliamed,  when  he  lhall  come  in 
ct  his  own  glory,  and  in  his  Father’s  glory,  and  of  the  holy  an* 

gels.” - -Would  we  then  follow  the  Lord  fully ,  we 

mult  confefs  him  openly,  and  dare  to  be  holy  in  fpite  of  devils 

and  men  :  We  mull  u  be  blamelefs  and  harailefs,  the  foils  of 

«  God,  without  rebuke,  in  the  midfl  of  a  crooked  and  perverfe 

“  nation, — boldine  forth  the  word  of  life.” — —Once  more  in 
,  * 

the  /  ,  . 

All  place,  To  follow  the  Lordfully  is  to  cleave  to  him  fted- 

faftlj 
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faftly  when  others  forfake  hial  ;  and  to  per  lev  t  re  in  his  fer  vice, 
even  when  it  expofeth  us  to  the  world’s  hatred,  and  the  perfe- 
curion  of  wicked  and  unreafonable  men - It  was  on  ac¬ 

count  of  this  brave  and  honourable  (insularity,  that  Caleb  ob¬ 
tained  t lie  title  of  a  man©;/  another  Jpiric.  He  was  one  of  the 
four,  among  loirie  hundred  thoufands,  who  retained  ins  loyal 
}Y  tu  the  &hig  of  heaven  ;  for  belides  Moles  and  Aaron,  and 
his  own  companion  Jolhua,  ic  doth  not  appear  that  there  Was 
one  dillenting  voice  in  all  the  tribes  of  jfrael  ;  the  revolt  was 
nniverlal,  the  wndle  congregation  rebelled  again  it  their  God. 
Xay;  he  was  not  orllv  fliiguUr,  but  his  fingularity  drew  upon 
him  the  refentment  of  his  brethren  :  Orders  were  given  “  to 
lione  him  to  death  and  they  were  on  the  point  of  dom°- 
it  when  the  glory  of  Ood  appearing  in  the  tabernacle/* 
checked  their  fury,  and  protected  the  life  of  this  iiiuftrious 

faint.  -- - - Thus  it  was  that  Caleb  followed  the  Lord  fully  ; 

and  thus  muff  we  alio  do,  if  we  afpire  to  his  reward.  Initead 
of  ill rin king  at  perfecutidn  if  that  (houid  be  our  lot,  we  mud 
rather  *4  rejoice  that  we  are  counted  worthy  to  fuffer  fhame** 
in  the  caule  of  our  Lord  ;  and  even  effeem  it  a  privilege, 
that  to  us  it  is  given  in  the  behalf  of  Chnit,  not  only  to  be- 
|jeve  ln  name,  but  like  wile  to  fuffer  for  his  fake.’* 
i  he  amount  or  ad  I  have  faid  is  this  ;  If  we  would  follow 
the  Lord  f  ully  after  the  pattern  in  my  text,— we  muff  acknow¬ 
ledge  no  other  Mailer  be  (ides  him  :  We  muff  obey  him  in  all 
things  .  Vv e  mint  do  this  at  ah  times  ;  anti  ferve  him  with  an 
affectionate  “  and  liberal  heart  ;  not  grudgingly,  or  as  of 

neceiuty  ;  ior  the  Lord  Idveth  a  cheerful  giver. - We 

muff  follow  him  openly,  and  in  the  face  of  the  fun  and  then 
we  muff  perfevere  m  our  attendance  upon  him,  though  no  man 

, aoa  r°la  us  *  n*y  >  though  earth  at  id  hell  mould  1 

tneu  foi ce,  and  both  rile  up  in  aruio  to  oypufe  us. 

lou  have  now  feen  the  aim  of  my  difeourf'e  ;  and  mav  I  not 

1  ope  to  I'm.  teed  in  it  p  (  am  aiking  nothing  that  is  linrealonabie, 

a'u  you  yowklves  can  find  any  pretence  to  refute  : 

All  i  alk  is,  ni  the 

r  f  £}Ace’.  *  bat  you  fiiould  be  hone  ft  men.  You  call  your- 

elves  Cnriihans  :  and  what  is  my  requeft,  that  you  be  Chiif- 

ti.ms  indeed,— —  jo  that  in  reality,  it  is  the  caule  of  vour  own 

honour  i  am  pieadmg  with  you.  A  man  offpirit  and  imeu'i- 

ty,  is  a  cna.-y>er  that  univerfially  commands  eiteem  ;  but  u  is 

lmpo.ho  e  to  fupport  that  honourable  character  by  any  other 

means  than  by  followin'?  the  fnru  / n  ,■  , 

yr^j  j-  *  l  /  L.0^1  juuy .  you  nave  ; 
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I  ought  rather  to  have  (aid,  enemies  you  (hall  have,  fome,  Fer* 
haps,  perverfely  and  malicioufiy,  who  may  (lander  you  as  hypo¬ 
crites*  buta  ftedfaft  and  uniform  perseverance  in  holincfs,  if  it 
difarm  not  their  malice,  will  at  length  confute  their  reproach. 
Whereas  your  iwerving  from  duty,  either  to  gam  the  favour 
o  men,  or  to  avoid  their  difpleafure,  cannot  fail  to  expole  you 
to  their  contempt  and  fcorn  :  Reward  you  they  may  ;  but 

O  !  how  low  you  mud  (ink  in  their  efteem  ! - And  then 

what  a  triumph  will  it  give  to  the  wicked,  who  only  wait  for 
your  halting  ?  How  will  it  whet  their  tongues,  and  give  them 
an  edge  that  (hall  pierce  you  to  the  quick  ?  for  this  you  may 
lay  your  account  with,  that  their  cenlures  of  you  (hall  be  far 
more  fevere  and  unmerciful,  than  thofe  they  employ  againft 
others,  who  make  no  profellion  of  religion  :  nay,  their  cen¬ 
tres  (ball  be  more  feverely  felt  by  youdelves  ;  becaufe  you 
will  find  fomething  within  you  that  tells  you  they  are  juft.  The 
hardened  (inner  can  a(Tume  an  air  of  confidence  and  intrepidi¬ 
ty  ;  confidence  being  feared,  gives  him  no  difturbance  within  ; 
fo  that  his  external  appearance  is  all  that  he  hath  to  attend 
unto  :  but  the  fenfe  of  having  a&ed  wrong,  will  draw  your  * 
attention  inward,  and  leave  your  countenance  to  exprefs  every 
outward  fymptom  of  timidity  and  felf- reproach.  Whereas, 
bv  following  the  Lord  fully ,  you  (hall  by  degrees  acquire  a 
firmnefs  and  independency’'  of  fpirit,  that  will  enable  you  'at  all 
times  to  behave  with  a  genuine  and  well-fupported  dignity. 
This  (hall  give  you  an  irrefiftible  fuperiority  over  the  hearts 
of  wicked  men,  ^  hich  (hall  overawe  them  in  fecret,  and  con- 
ftrain  their  homage,  in  the  fame  proportion  that  it  excites 
their  hatred  and  envy.  Thus  we  read,  that  “  Herod  feared 
<«  T0]in  »  even  when  he  threw  him  into  prifon  ;  and  he  fear¬ 
ed  him/ as  St.  Mark  informs  us,  purely  upon  this  account, 

“  becaufe  he  knew  that  he  was  a  juft  and  holy  man.” 

'idly  The  duty  I  am  recommending  is  equally  neceliary  to 
fecure  the  inward  peace  and  tranquility  of  your  minds:  it 
contributes  to  your  intereft,  no  lefs  than  to  your  honour.-— 
How  miferable  is  the  mail  who  hath  war  and  dikord  within 
hi,  own  breaft  !  This  is  worfe  than  death  ,  for  that  only  tears 
the  foul  from  the  body,  whereas  this  tears  the  health,  the  life, 
from  the  foul  itfelf.  Such  a  perfon  refembles  “  the  troubled  fea 
«  when  it  cannot  reft,  whofe  waters  caft  up  mire  and  dirt.  — 
Which  way  foever  he  turns  his  eyes,  the  profpeft,  on  all  hands 
is  dark  and  gloomy.  Above  is  the  throne  of  an  offended 
God  •  beneath,  is  the  fire  that  fhall  never  be  quenched  ;  and 
within  he  feels  the  gnawings  of  the  worm  that  dieth  not 
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that  the  creatures  around  him  are  his  only  refource  ;  and  thefe 
ar  beft  are  “  deceitful  brooks  f  u  broken  citterns,  that  can  hold 
water  44  miferable  comforters,”  which  delude  him 


u 


no 


ti 


tt 


for  a  moment,  and  forfake  him  at  the  time  when  he  Hands  molt 
in  need  of  them  ; — There  is  no  peace,  faith  my  God  to  the 

4<  wicked. ” - But  “  light  is  fown  for  the  righteous,  and 

“  gladnefs  for  the  upright  in  heart.” - “  Great  peace,” 

faid  one  who  knew  it  by  experience,  (C  great  peace  have  they 
that  love  thy  law,  and  nothing  lha II  ofFend  them  even  the 
peace  of  God,  which  palfeth  all  underttanding,  fhall  keep 
their  hearts  and  minds  through  Jefus  Ghrift.” 

My  brethren,  we  fhall  never  tatte  the  comforts  of  religion 
till  we  become  thoroughly  religious,  and  follow  the  Lord  with 
all  our  heart.  A  half  religion  mull  always  be  a  joylefs  thing. 
Perfbns  of  this  mixt  character  muft  in  great  meafure  be  ftran- 
gers  to  pleafure  in  any  kind.  They  have  juft  as  much  religion 
as  rnaketh  lin  bitter,  and  as  much  fin  as  renders  religion  un. 
pleafant  :  and  what  an  infipid  difagreeable  lituation  muff  this 

be  ! - In  relpeft  of  prefent  enjoyment,  the  diffolute  and  un- 

referved  Haves  of  the  devil  have  rnanifeftly  the  advantage  of 
thofe  hall-converted  people.  They  get  a  full  tafte,  at  iealt, 
oi  lucn  dreggy  pleafure  as  fin  can  afford  ;  but  the  others  can¬ 
not  even  get  at  that  much,  at  the  fame  time  their  dry  conttrain- 
ed  formality  fupplies  them  with  nothing  to  make  up  for  the 
want  oi  it.  Whereas  he  who  followeth  the  Lord  fully ,  pollef- 
ieth  a  joy  infinitely  fuperior  to  what  the  creatures  can  yield  ; 
nay,  a  joy  that  is  altogether  independent  on  the  creatures* 
Moreover,  religion,  when  it  is  genuine  and  cordial,  heigh¬ 
tens  tne  relish  of  every  lawful  comfort.  Befides  that  natural 
fweetneis  which  God  hath  put  into  many  of  the  outward  be¬ 
nefits  he  bellows,  the  true  Chrittian  can  look  upon  them  as  the 
gilts  of  a  reconciled  father,  and  pledges  of  better  things  to 
coins.  He  can  fay  upon  the  receipt  of  every  mercy, — This  is 
mine,  and  heaven  alfo  : — -My  God  hath  fent  me  this  token  of 
his  love,  to  iupport  and  encourage  me  in  my  journey  homeward  ; 

I  hiall  loon  be  beyond  the  need  of  lucii  inferior  blelfings,  and 
polls  Is  tne  living  fountain  from  whence  thofe  refrelhing  ttreams 
do  How.  -  -On  the  other  hand,  if  his  prefent  allowance 
be  lean  tv,  he  can  lay, — My  Father  knoweth  what  is  good  for 
me  belter  than  I  do  :  blelfed  be  his  name,  who  in  kindnefs, 
with  holds  from  me  what  his  wifdom  forefees  would  provg,  a 
fnare  to  my  loul  :  He  leeks  my  whole  heart,  and  he  is  worthy 
to  pofiels  it  :  It  is  my  bufinels  to  fallow  him;  and  the  lefs  i 
am  encumbered,  the  falter  I  fhall  run  :  when  1  <rec  home  1 

Y  2  *  ihail 
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fliaii  be  c-op-forted  and  fa  ti  shed  to  the  full  :  Famine  may  dwell 
in  tin?  wilderneis.  but  is  altogether  unknown  in  that  good  land 
to  which  I  am  travelling  :  £4  In  my  Father’s  houfe  there  is 
bread  enough,  and  to  ipare.” - To  a  per don  ot  this  tem¬ 

per,  nothing  can  come  arnifs  :  Ht  knows  that  his  lot  is  ordered 
bv  that  Goci  u  who  is  wife  in  heart,  and  mighty  in  ftrength  /* 
and  who  hath  expreldy  promifed,  “  that  all  things  Ilia  11  work 
Cl  together  tor  good  to  them  that  love  him,  to  them  who  are 
‘4  the  called  according  to  hispurpofe.”— — ~  Diftrefs  falls  with  a 
cribbing  and  deadly  weiolu  upon  the  man  who  tteps  slide  from 
the  road  of  duty  ;  but  he  who  keeps  the  ftraight  and  onward 
path,  can  take  adveriity  by  the  cold  hand,  and  welcome  it  as  a 
friend,  whole  loher  advice  will  guide  him  in  his  pilgrimage  far 
better  than  the  flattering  lips  of  profpenty*  He  can  fay  with  the 
prophet  Habakkuk,  when  every  earthly  com  for  t  takes  wing  and 
flieth  away,  “  Although  the  fig  tree  lhall  not  bloflbm,  neither 
“  fhal]  fruit  be  in  the  vines,  the  labour  of  the  olives  fiiall  fail, 

4 6  and  the  fields  fhall  yield  no  meat,  the  flock  {hail  he  cut  ofy 
‘‘  from  the  fold,  and  there  fhall  be  no  herd  in  the  flails  ;  yet 
will  1  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  I  will  joy  in  the  God  of  my  Llva- 
“  tion.,,~ -But  there  are  other  motives  befides  thefe,  which 
ought  to  have  weight,  and  which  will  have  weight  with  every 
ingenuous  heart.  Let  me  therefore  remind  you,  in  the 

*  V  %  T  .  <*  *  t  '  /  ♦  ‘.ft-  ,  •  . 

yd  place,  That  our  Lord  hath  in  fome  meafure  intrufted  us 
with  his  glory,  and  called  the  world  to  take  notice  ot  us  as  the 

perions  by  whom  he  experts  to  he  honoured.- - O  how  fhoukl 

this  fire  us  wit  ha  generous  aiphition  to  excel  in  holinefs,  that  we 
may  exhibit  a  juft  reprefentafion  ot  the  mailer  we  ierve,  and  ihew 
that  he  is  in  truth  what  the  fpript ures  report  him  to  be  **  af- 
“  together  lovely/’  and  u  fairer  than  the  children  of  men!” 

' - r — -Is  it  not  my  brethren,  matter  of  grief  to  you, 

that  lo  many  are  to  he  found  who  (<  delpife  and  rejedl  the  Sa- 
“  viour  of  mankind  W  Would  you  not  wifh  that  ail  the  world 
fh  on  Id  know  his  excellence,  that  they  might  admire,  and  love, 
and  choofe  him  for  their -m  after  If  you  do,  for  the  Lord’s 

fake,  toi*  vour  own  lake,  and  for  the  lake  ot  the  many  thou¬ 
sands  to  whom  he  {fill  appears  “  without  form  and  comeli- 
nefs,”  Ho  not  with-hpld  the  aid  you  can  give  Him  they 
cannot  fee,  but  you  are  always  in  their  eye  ;  permit  them  to 

behold  his  image  in  yon - —Would  you  not  reckon  it  a  high 

crime  to  hlafphente  him  with  vbur  mouths  ?  1  know  yon 
would  :  O  then  do  not  blafpheme  and  reproach  him  by  vein* 

a&ions  )  — Allow'  me  to  afk  you, - When  you  go  with  the 

multitude, 
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multitude  and  live  as  cnrelefs  finners  do,  trifling  away  your 
precious  time  in  the  giddy  round  of  falhionable  anVufements  ; 
how  would  you  have  the  world  to  judge  ? — Would  you  have 
them  to  believe,  that  inch  behaviour  is  agreeable  to  the  laws 
of  your  Mailer  ?  that  he  approves  of,  or  even  that  he  is  but 

llightly  difpieafed  with  it  ? - What  would  you  think  of 

a  miniffer  who  ffiould  preach  in  that  manner,  and  labour  to 
perimde  his  hearers,  that  a  carelefs  trifding  dnTipated  life  is 
perfeTy  confident  with  true  piety,  and  that  any  thing  beyond  it 
is  unneeeffary  precifenefs,  and  being  righteous  overmuch  V* 

- Sure  I  am,  you  would  look  uponduch  a  miniller  with 

contempt,  nay,  with  horror?  and  dare  you  pra&ife  what 

we  dare  not  preach  ? - - We  may,  we  ought  to  fav  every 

thing  that  is  true.  We  dare  not  preach  an  tmcommanded 
ffrictnels  :  there  is  a  curfe  denounced  again!!  thole  who  “  add 
unto  the  words  of  this  book,”  a-s  well  as  again!!  thofe  who 
take  from  them/’  And  if  your  behaviour  differ  widely  from 
what  we  are  bound  to  recommend,  I  again  afk  the  queffion, 
What  judgment  would  yon  have  the  world  to  form  ? — They 
muff  neceffarily  condemn  either  us  or  you  ;  us  for  requiring 
too  much,  or  you  for  performing  too  little  :  They  muff  dther 
conclude  that  we  niifreprefent  the  religion  ofjefus,  or  that  yeti 
are  not  the  difciples  of  Jelu?? — Will  any  of  you  be  lo  candid  as 
to  take  our  part  again!!  yourfelves,  and  honeffiy  confe'fs,  that 
you  are  wholly  to  biarne  ?  will  you  go  to  your  carnal  neigh¬ 
bours,  and  tell  them,  that  what  you  do  is  utterly  inconliffent 
witn  your  holy  profeilion  :  that  *the  Lord,  whofe  name  you 
bear,  affed  in  a  different  manner  himfelf,  and  give  you  laws 
oi  a  quite  different  nature  and  tendency  ?  I  fufpeft  you  will 
hardly  content  to  tills  propofal  ;  and  yet  joffice  demands  it  ; 
nay,  unlefs  you  either  do  fomething  of  this  kind,  or  alter  your 
cohrfe  of  life,  an d  follow  the  Lord fully »  you  are  criminal  in  the 


u 


^th  motive,  which  I  beg  yon  may  attend  to* - 1  am  now 

going  to  plead  with  vou  from  love  to  your  neighbours.  This  is 
a  principle  you  pro  refs  to  honour  •  nav,  if  I  miffake  not,  the 
deiire  of  obliging  others,  and  of  rendering  yourfelves  agreeable 
to  them,  is  your  common  apology  for  conforming  to  their  man¬ 
ners,  and  avoiding  the  offend ve  lingularity  of  following  tbs 
Lord  fully •  Ibis,  my  brethren,  is  a  Life  expreffion  of  love  ; 
never tnelefs  it  ehlcovers  inch  a  regard  to  others,  as  furnifnes 
me  with  a  handle  to  take  hold  of  the  true  principle,  and  to  plead 


it 
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it  in  fupport  of  the  duty  I  am  recommending. - Surely 

it  is  no  office  of  love  to  deceive  another  to  his  hurt,  or  to  fuller 
him  to  continue  in  a  pleafing  miflake,  which  unavoidably  mull, 
and  which  may  very  fpeedily  end  in  his  ruin  :  “  iuch  tender 
<(  mercies”  would  indeed  be  cruelty. ”  In  the  common  af. 
fairs  of  hie,  this  maxim  is  uiiive!  Tally  acknowledged  :  And  is 
jt  lefs  cruel  to  deceive  your  neighbour  in  matters  of  infinitely 
higher  importance  ?  If,  by  the  freedoms  you  take,  others  are 
emboldened  to  fin  again!!  God  ;  will  the  pretence  of  good 
nature  or  courtefy  be  iuflained  as  a  defence  again!!  the  charge 
of  blood  guiltinefs  ?  No,  my  brethren,  they  who  are  thus 
milled  by  you,  fhall  die  in  their  iniquity,”  “  but  their 
“  blood,”  at  the  the  fame  time,  “  fhall  be  required  at  your 
*r  hands.”  “  Wo  unto  the  world  becaufe  of  offences;  but, 
wo  chiefly  to  him  by  whom  the  offence  cometji.” - Hy¬ 

pocrites  fiiali  have  the  wo  of  everlafling  punifhment,  even  the 
children  oi  God  fhall  have  the  wo  of  (harp  rebuke  andchaflife- 
ment.  It  is  dreadful  to  think  that  the  fouls  of  any  fhould  per- 
ilh  eternally,  and  we  be  the  c.iufe  of  it  :  furely  “  it  were 
“  better  for  that  man,  that  a  mildone  were  hanged  about  his 
“  neck,  and  that  he  were  drowned  in  the  depth  of  the  lea.” 
Do  you  then  love  your  neighbour  in  fmcerity  r  O  teach  him  by 
your  example  to follow  the  Lord  fully  •  Remember  “  that  he  who 
“  converteth  a  (Inner  from  the  error  of  his  way,  (hall  fave  a  foul 
tl  from  death,  and  fhall  hide  a  multitude  of  fins  2nd  may  hope 
to  be  crowned  with  didinguifhed  honours  in  that  day,  “  when 
they  that  be  wife  fhall  fhine  as  the  brightnefs  ofrhe  firmament, 
“  and  they  that  turn  many  to  righteoujnfs ,  as  the  flars  for 
4C  ever  and  ever.” 

The  5th  and  laft  motive  with  which  I  fhall  prefs  this  im¬ 
portant  duty,  is  the  reward  that  awaits  thole  who  follow  the  Lord 
Julty.  They  fhall  poflefs  that  good  land  of  promife,  w hereof 
the  earthly  Canaan  was  only  ati  emblem  or  ty  pe.  “  lo  them 
“  who  by  patient  continuance  in  well-doing,  ieek  for  glory, 
“  honour,  and  immortality,  Cbrid  fhall  render  eternal  life.” 
t(  Blefled  are  they  that  do  his  commandments,  that  they  may 
iL  have  right  to  Lhe  tree  of  life,  and  may  enter  in  through  the 
“  gates  into  the  city”  There  (hall  they  Ice  Abraham,  and 
Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  whofirnc  with  fuchltrfire  in  the  Acred  records; 
there  fhall  they  lee  Moles,  and  Aaron,  and  Caleb,  and  JofLua, 
with  all  the  holy  prophets  and  apoliles  of  our  Lord.  Nay,  m 
heaven  they  fhall  behold*  and  delightfully  converle  with  “  je- 
u  fus  the  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant,”  who,  with  the  price 
of  his  own  blood,  obtained  for  them  a  right  to  that  undefiled  in¬ 
heritance. 
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heritance,  and  fent  forth  his  Spirit  to  prepare  them  for  the  en¬ 
joyment  of  it. - And  (hall  not  the  prolpecl  of  fucb  exalted 

felicity,  animate  us  in  our  Chriftian  collide,  and  powerfully  incite 
us  to  “  be  followers  of  them  who  through  faith  and  patience  in- 

“  herit  the  prornifes  ?” - Can  we  fuppofe  that  any  of  the 

faints  who  furround  the  throne  of  God,  do  now  repent  of  their 
felf-denial  and  mort ideation,  or  repine  becaufe  they  were  def. 
pifed  and  perlecuted  while  on  earth  ?  No,  my  friends  ;  they- 
would  not  part  with  the  feeblelt  ray  of  their  prefent  glory,  for 
the  everlafting  poffeffion  of  all  the  honours  and  pleasures  that 
this  earth  can  afford.-— What  fhall  I  fay  more  >  I  have  urg¬ 
ed  the  moft  weighty  motives  that  occurred  to  me  ;  and  could  I 
think  of  any  thing  Hill  more  perfuafive,  I  fhould  add  it  with 
pleafure.  But  without  the  divine  bleffing,  no  arguments  will 
prevail.  AH  therefore  that  remains  is  to  turn  my  pleadings 
with  you  into  prayers  to  God,  that  he  may  beftow  upon  you 
another  fpirit ,  and  enable  you  by  his  grace  fo  to  follow  him 
while  here,  that  hereafter,  in  the  heavenly  world,  you  may 
fully  ^  enjoy  him,  through  all  the  growing  ages  of  a  happy 
eternity.  Amen . 
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,v  ^  *  '  ,  r 

2'^r  /  am  a  Jtr anger  with  thee,  and  a  jojourner  as  all 

my  fathers  were- 

*  ,*  »  ■  ^ 

HAD  thefe  words  been  fpoken  by  one  of*  the  Rechabites, 

who  were  commanded  by  their  father  Jonadab,  “  That 
<k  they  fiiould  drink  no  wine,  neither  build  houfes,  nor  low 
154  feed,  nor  plant  vineyards,  nor  have  any  ;  but  that  they  (hould 
a  well  in  tents  all  their  days,”  vve  might  perhaps  have  con- 
fidered  theru  as  pointing  merely  at  the  peculiarities  of  that  le* 
quedered  tribe,  by  which  they  were  diiiinguiihed  from  the  reft 
of  mankind  :  but  a$  they  are  the  words  of  David,  who  him* 
feif  was  a  king,  one  or  the  lords  of  this  earth,  who  had  every 
inducement  to  magnify  his  office,  and  to  make  his  importance 
appear  in  its  utmoib  extent,  they  can  lie  under' no  fuTpicion  of 
partiality;  and  therefore  challenge  the  greateft  regard. 

It  mud  indeed  be  acknowledged,  that  David  wrote  this 
pfairri  under  the  heavy  preffiire  of  affliction  ;  which  may  induce 
lo me  to  think,  that  what  he  faith  in  my  text,  is  no  other  than 
the  natural  language  of  a  difpirited  man,  whofe  mind  was  un¬ 
hinged  arid  broken  by  adverfity  :  but  if  we  attend  to  what  is 
written,  :  Chron.  xx:x.  15.  we  fliall  find  him  ufing  the  fame 
language  in  the  height  of  his  profperity  :  41  We  are  ItrangeiV* 
laid  he,  “  before  thee,  and  lojourners,  as  were  all  our  fathers  $ 
“  our  (lays  on  earth  are  as  a  fhadow,  and  there  is  none  abid- 
“  ing-”  Never  did  the  Jewifh  nation  appear  to  be  more  at 
home  than  at  that  time  :  as  for  David,  his  happinefs  was  i'a 
complcat,  that  inftead  of  a  (king  any  additional  favours,  he  could 
hardly  find  words  to  cxprels  Ills  gratitude  for  thofe  he  had  al¬ 
ready  received.  Yet,  ainidit  all  his  affluence,  when  he  pofTef- 
led  every  outward  comfort  his  heart  could  with,  ftill  he  called 
hhnfelf  a  Jlranger  and  Jojourner  before  God. 

We  imdl  therefore  tonfider  the  words  of  my  text,  as  fc&pref- 
fuig  the  (ixt  and  habitual  fentiments  of  David’s  heart.  In  his 
mod  profperoiy*  condition,  he  did  not  look  upon  this  earth  as 
his  home  ;  but  extended  hk  views  to  the  heavenly  world,  that: 

glorious 


$  i i  r  m  o  a  xvii 


J77 

glorious  and  permanent  inheritance  of  the  faints,  which  is 
u  incorruptible  and  undefiled,  which  fadeth  not  away.” 

Among  die  various  fubje*3ts  of  inquiry  chat  might  readilv  oc¬ 
cur  to  us  Upori  reading  this  paiTage,  the  two  following  appear  to 
me  the  molt  interesting  arid  profitable, 

Ft'rjt,  Whence  is  it  that  holy  men  consider  themfelvCs  as 
jt rangers  and  fo/ourners  upon  earth  ?  And 

Secondly ,  What  manner^of  life  is  molt  exprefiive  of  this 
character,  and  belt  luited  to  tile  condition  of  ji  rangers  and  fo± 
journers  i  To  thefe,  therefore,  I  fcall  confine  myfelfin  the  foU 
lowing  difcotirfe* 


1  begin  with  inquiring,  Whence  it  is  that  holy  men,  while 
they  live  upon  earth,  coniider  themfelves  as  Jlrangers  and  fo- 
journers  with  God?  — -And  to  account  for  this,  one  might 

declaim  at  great  length  upon  the  Unfatisfying  tviture,  and  pre¬ 
carious  duration,  ol  every  thing  below  the  lun*  I  might  re¬ 
mind  you,  that  as  we  came  but  lately  into  this  world,  fo  we 
mud  fiioftly  go  but  of  it,  and  leave  all  our  pofieiFions  to  be  en¬ 
joyed  by  Others  *  who,  in  their  turn,  likewife  (hall  die  and  part 
with  them.  Imight  defcend  to  the  various  calamities  that  imbitter 
human  life,  from  which  none  of  mankind  arO  altogether  exempt¬ 
ed  ;  and  to  thefe  I  might  add  the  peculiar  fufferings  of  the 
righteous,  thofe  (harp  and  painful  trials  to  which  the  belt  of 


men  are  molt  frequently  expofed  in  this  (late  of  difci'pline.  But 
I  am  unwilling  to  enlarge  upon  topics  of  this  nature  5  becaufe 
I  would  not  have  it  thought,  that  the  godly  confider  themfelves 
as  Ji  rangers  and  f Mourners,  folely  or  even  principally)  for  inch 
reafons  as  thefe.  They  renounce  the  world,  notbecaufe  it  is  un¬ 
friendly,  to  them  bUt  becaufe  it  is  unfuitable  :  they  would  defpife 
ks  failles  no  lefs  than  its  frowns  ;  they  are  not  violently  thrUll  out 
of  it,  but  voluntarily  re  fig  n  it,  and  leave  it  to  thole  who  have 

nothing  elfe  for  their  portion* - -Accordingly,  you  may  ob- 

ferve>  that  liavid  ityjes  himfelf  not  only  a  jiranger ,  but  a 

fojourner. - ‘-Every  man  is  a  linger,  who  is  not  a  native  of 

the  place  where  he  relides  :  but  a  fojourner  is  one  who  rmketh 
only  a  palling  vilit  to  a  place,  with  a  refolution  to  leave  it  again, 
and  to  proceed  on  his  journey*  Now,  this  laft  is  the  dittinguifh- 

ing  characler  of  the  faints - Wicked  men  mult  leave  this 

earth,  they  know  they  nrjlT  and  wilh  it  were  other  wife  with 
all  their  heart  ;  and  as  they  have  no  profped  of  going  to  a  bet¬ 
ter  world,  they  do  all  they  can  to  baniih  the  thoughts  of  their 
removal  from  this,  that  they  may  rfeliih  their  povmt  enjoy- 
ments  with  as  little  alloy  as  poilible^  Whereas  "the  godly,  who 
Vol*  I«  y. 
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Rre  made  citizens  of  the  heavenly  Jerufalem,  can  look  forward 
without  dbmay  to  the  time  of  their  departure  from  this  u  ftrange 
<<r  land/’  knowing,  that  u  when  the  earthly  houfe  of  this  tab- 
u  crnacle  lhall  ,be  dilfobved,  they  have  a  building  of  God,  an 
houfe  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens.”  They 
would  not  choofe  to  live  here  always  ;  they  are  Jl rangers  in 
affection,  as  well  as  in  condition  ;  their  hearts  are  elfe where  ; 
they  defire,  they  even  long,  to  be  at  home  with  God. 

The  faints  juftly  account  themfelves  ft  rangers  upon  earth, 
becaufe  they  are  regenerated  by  the  Spirit  of  God  ;  they  are 
“  born  from  above,”  and  therefore  can  find  no  place  of  reft 
while  they  live  at  a  difiance  from  their  native  country.  Every 
thing  tends  naturally  to  the  place  of  its  original  ;  and  grace, 
which  came  clown  from  heaven,  leads  the  foul  upward  to  heaven 
from  whence  it  came.  “  Whatfoever  is  born  of  God  ”  faith 
the  Apoftle  John,  “  overcometh  the  world.”  The  dry  and 
empty  hulks  of  earthly  enjoyments,  cannot  latisfy  the  defires  cf 
a  heaven-born  fpirit  :  upon  thefe  the  renewed  man  looks  down 
with  a  holy  difdain,  and  then  lifts  his  longing  eyes  to  that  celef- 
tial  country  where  “  is  fulnefs  of  joy  and  pleafures  for  ever- 


u 


more 


•There  he  knows  his  inheritance  lie; 


•there 


dwell  his  kindred,  to  whom  he  fiands  in  thedeareftand  moll  in¬ 
timate  relation  ;  u  God  t lie  judge  of  all,  Jefus  the  mediator  of 
“  the  new-covenant,  an  innumerable  company  of  angels,  and 

“  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfcfl.”— - And  there  alfo 

he  is  to  make  his  everlafiing  abode.  Here  he  fojourns  for  a 
while,  till  he  is  rendered  meet  for  entering  into  “  the  purcha- 

chafed  pofTeflion  and  when  the  appointed  feitfon  comes,  he 
gladly  removes  to  his  Father’s  houfe,  to  dwell  with  his  God  for 
ever  and  ever. 

Upon  thefe  accounts,  my  brethren,  the  children  of  God, 
while  they  live  upon  earth,  confider  themfelves  as  Jnjeurners 
in  a  ftranoe  land.  Their  fentiments  in  this  matter  are  not  the 

tr>  .  , 

effeUs  of  difappoint merit  ancl  vexation,  but  the  conclubons  of  an 
enlightened  and  renewed  mind  :  they  are  willing:  to  leave  this 
world,  bccaule  they  have  a  home  to  go  to,  where  their  natures 
lhall  be  perfected,  and  all  their  defires  fatisfied  to  the  full. - 


Li 


:t  ns  now  inquire,  in  the 


Second  place,  What  manner  of  behaviour  is  meft  expreffive 
of  this  temper,  and  heft  1  ui  ted  to  the condition  of  Jl  rangers  and 

fojourners  ? - This  branch  of  the  fubjeft  opens  a  wide  field 

of  practical*  inftru&ion,  and  will  lead  me  to  recommend  to  you 
fome  cf  the  mull  important  ahd  difficult  duties  ol  the  Chrifiiau 
life.  tjlj 
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\Jl)  If  we  look  upon  this  earth  as  a  ftrange  country,  through 
which  we  are  only  palling  to  our  native  home,  it  ought  cer¬ 
tainly  to  be  our  care,  that  we  receive  as  little  hurt  in  our  paf- 
fage  as  polhble.  This  is  a  maxim  of  common  prudence  that  no 
body  will  difpute.  Now  the  greateft  hurt  the  world  can  do  us, 
is  to  make  us  forget  the  place  of  our  defti  nation,  or  loiter  too 
much  by  the  way  :  and  therefore  its  1  miles  are  more  to  be 
dreaded  than  its  frowns.  ic  The  profperity  of  fools,”  faith  So¬ 
lomon,  *4  deflroyeth  them.”  It  is  difficult  to  po fiefs  much,  and 
not  to  over  lo^e  it  :  Hence  that  caution  of  the  Pialmill,  44  If 
44  riches  increafe,  fet  not  your  heart  upon  them.”  When  our 
fituation  is  fo  agreeable,  that  we  find  ourfelves  difpofed  to  fay, 
tc.  Soul,  take  thine  eafe  ,  then  indeed  it  is  high  time  to  look 
warily  around  us  ;  -the- .hook  is  not  fo  curioully  b-aited.for  no 
end. - 1  do  not  .mean  to  disparage  the  bounty  of  provi¬ 

dence  ;  if  it  hath  pleafed  God  to  diflingu-ilh  any  of  you  by  rich¬ 
es  or  honours  ;  or  to  crown  your  honeft  induftrv  with  uncom¬ 
mon  affluence it  is  certainly  your  duty  to  be  thankful  to  that 
kind  Benefactor,  who  44  hath  covered  your  table,  and  made  your 
44  cup  to  run  over.”  I  only  mean  to  execute  that  order  which 
was  given  to  Timothy.  44  Charge  them  that  are  rich  in  this 
world,  that  they  be  not  high  minded,  nor  truft  in  uncertain 
riches,  but  in  the  living  God,  who  giveth  us  richly  all  things 
to  enjoy.”  I  would  only  exhort  you  as  Paul  did  the- Corin¬ 
thians,  44  To  rejoice  as  though  you  rejoiced  not  ;  to  buy  as 
44  though  you  poll e fie d  not  ;  and  to  ufe  this  world, To  as  not  to 
abufe  it  ;  hecaufe  the  time  is  Ihort,  and  the  ftdhiori  of  this 
world  pafieth  away.”  My  foie  aim  is  to  remind  you,  that 
the  more  you  have^  the  greater  need  there  will  be  to  keep  a 
Arid  and  jealous  guard  upon  your  hearts,  led  they  be  debauch  ¬ 
ed  by  thoft  pleating  enjoyments,  and  alienated  from  God, who 
alone-  hath  a  right  to  them.  ' — - — i — But  it  is  not  enotigh  that  we 
receive  no  hurt  in  our  journey  through  this  flrange  land.;  it 
ought  like  wide  to  be  our  care,  in  the 

'id  place,  To  make  all  the  provjfion  we  can  for. that  better 

country- to  which  we  are  travelling. - The  Holy  Scriptures 

ipeakof  44  a  meetnefs  for  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light/* 
-of  ik  maxing  to  ourfelves  friends  of  the  tp.pjp.mon  of  unngh* 
teoumeis.  of  44  providing  bags,  which,  wax  not  old,  a 
t re a fare  in  the  heavens  that  faileth  not.”— -In  oppohuon  to 
an  this,  we  read  of  feme,  44  who  make  provihon  for  the  flefh 
44  to  fulfil  the  lulls  thereof  44  whofe  God  is  their  belly,  amd 
whole  glory  is  in  their  lhar.ie,  who  mind  earthly  things.’1 
— Ineecinot  inform  you,  which  of’ theft  two  are  the  fir  an¬ 
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£?rs  tiiicl  J%j out n*ru  Let  it  he  oar  care,  my  brethren,  who 
r^iin  this  character,  “  to  grow  in  grace,”  and  to  bring  forth 
thofe  fruits  ot  rigbteOufnefs,  which  are,  by  Jefqs  Chrift, 
unto  the  glory  and  praife  of  God.5’  Every  advance  jn  ha- 
hnefs  is  a  hep  that  leadeth  upward  to  the  heavenly  felicity  :  for 
what  is  glory  but  grace  in  maturity  ?  they  differ  only  in  d£- 
gree  ;  they  are  tne  lame  in  kind,  and  the  one  grows  up  and  ri¬ 
pens  intp  the  other.  Our  riches  and  honours,  though  they 
fhpuld  accompany  us  to  the  lad  period  of  life,  mud  leave  us  at 
death  :  ‘‘  Naked  we  cam'e  intp  the  world,  and  naked  we  muft 
*e  return  but  holinefs  fhali  pafs  with  us  beyond  the  grave, 
and  attend  us  home  to  cur  Father’s  houle,  there  to  dune  with 
increasing  brightnefs  through  all  the  ages  of  eternity.— ~—Dq 
we  then  alpire  to  the  heavenly  date  ?  let  us  endeavour  to  en¬ 
joy  as  much  cf  heaven  as  we  can,  even  while  we  fojovrn  in  this 
houfe  of  our  pilgrimage.”  Surely  “  every  man  that  hath  this 
“  hope  in  lum,” — “  the  hope  of  being  thoroughly  changed 
■*  into  the  hkenefs  of  his  Lord,  when  he  fiiall  lee  him  as  he 
“  is,”  at  his  fecpnd  appearance,  mud,  by  this  hope,  be  excit¬ 
ed  to  purify  “  himfelf  even  as  he  is  pure.”  Let  us  then  heark¬ 
en  to  that  affectionate  exhortation  of  the  Apodle  Peter, 
Dearly  beloved,  I  befeech  you  as  Jirangers  and  pilgrims, 
afaflain  from  fiefhly  lulls,  which  war  againd  the  foul.” — 
Let  us  “  add  to  our  faith,  virtue  :  and  to  virtue  knowledge  $ 
u  and  to  knowledge,  temperance  ;  and  to  temperance,  pa- 
u  tience,  and  to  patience,  godlinefs  ,•  and  tp  godlinels,  brother- 

“  ly  kindnefs  ;  and  to  brotherly  kindnefs,  charity. — _ — 

“  For  fo  an  entrance  /hall  be  minidered  unto  us  abundantly, 
u  into  the  everlaftmg  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Telus 
GhrifL”  *  '  *  ’  '  •  -  ■  ■  ‘V . 

3%S  h  becomes  Jirangers  and  fojounifr j  to  endure  with  pa¬ 
tience  and  fortitude  any  hardships  they  may  meet  with  on  their 

journey  homeward* — - We  ought  indeed,  my  brethren,  to 

lay  our  accpunt  with  inconvenience  bv  the  way:  our  Mailer, 
who  et  was  a  man  of  for  rows,”  hath  told  us  exprefsly,  “  that 
**  in  the  world  we  flialf  have  tribulation.”  “  Ye  know,”  fa  id 
he,  “  that  the  world  hated  me,  before  it  hated  you.  If  ye 
were  of  the  world,  the  world  would  love  his  own  :  but  be«? 
u  caufe  ye  are  n6t  cf  the  world,  but  I  have  chpfen  you  ou$ 
”  of  the  world,  therefore  the  world  hateth  you*’*  Yet  how¬ 
ever  painful  thofe  fufferings  may  be,  the  profpe#  of  the  joy  that 
awaireth  us,  is  more  than  Sufficient  to  fqpport  us  under  them  5 
efpecially  when  it  is  conHdered,  that  the  affliftions  of  this  pre¬ 
fer  li/e/if  wifely  improved,  fhali  exalt  us  to  higher  dignity  in 
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^he  kingdom  of  our  Father-  It  is-  recorded  of’fhe  prinfitiv* 
ChriftianS,  that <(  thby  took  joyfully  the  fpoiling  of  their  goods/* 
“  becaufe  they  knew  in  rhemfelves,  that  they  had  in  heaven  a 
better  ancj  an  enduring  fubftance,”  They  were  troubled  on 
f<  every  fide,  yet  not  diftrefied  ;  perplexed,  but  not  in  def- 
pair  ;  periecmed,  but  not  forfaken  ;  cafl:  down,  but  not 
-  deftroyed  /’  as  we  read  2  Cor.  iv.  8,  9*.  And  if  any  (hall 
inquire,  what  it  was  that  rendered  them  fup£rior  to  thefs 
trials,  they  may  be  fully  informed  by  St.  Paul  himfelf  in  the 
clofe  of  that  chapter,  where  he  faith  u  For  this  caufe  we  faint 
'•*  not,  but  though  cur  oqjtvyard  man  perilh,  yet  the  inward 
“  man  is  renewed  day  by  day*  For  our  light  affliftion  which 
h  is  bu  t  . for  a  moment,  worketh  for  us  a  far  more  exceeding 
“  and  eternal  weight  of  glory  ;  while  we  look  not  at  the 
*c  things  which  are  Teen,  and  are  temporal,  but  at  thofe  things 
u  which  are  not  feen,  and  are  eternal.” 

4 thly^  If  we  view  heaven  as  the  place  of  our  everlafting 
abode,  we  ifiall,  above  all  things,  be  felicitous  to  be  thorough¬ 
ly  acquainted  with  the  way  that  leads  to  it^  David  prayed 
with  the  utrnoft  propriety,  when  he  thus  exprefird  himfelf, 
Pfaln r*  cxix  19.  I  am  a  (Iranger  in  the  earth,  hide  not 
**  thy  commandments  from  me,'”  He  knew  that  the  “  word  of 
ft  God  was  a  lamp  ter  his  feet,  and  a  light  unto  his  path  — 
he  therefore  u  hid  it  in  his  heart,”  as  the  mod  ineflimable 
treafure  he  could  pofTefs,  and  made  it  the  fubjeri:  of  his  con- 
Ifcmt  delightful  meditation  :  Thy  teffimomes”  faid  he  *'■ *  are 
*■  my  delight,  and  my  counfejlors ;  u  anti  thy  llatutes  have 

•M  been  my  longs  in  the  houfe  of  my  pilgrimage.” - 1  do 

not  deny  that  reafon,  even  in  its  prefent  dark  and  corrupt 
(late,  may,  in  many  important  inftances,  lead  a  fober  inquirer  to 
the  knowledge  of  his  duty  ;  but,  alas  !  in  a  great  variety  of 
cafes,  he  would  find  himfelf  utterly  at  a  Ids,  not  knowing 
which  road  to  take  :  for  though  reafon,  unaffifted,  may  fell  be 
able  to  trace  out  the  capital  lines  of  fin  and  duty,  yet  the  con¬ 
fines  of  each,  the  precife  boundaries  which  divide  the  lawful 
from  the  forbidden  ground,  require  a  more  penetrating  eye  to 
difeern  them.  But  in  the  Holy  Scriptures  thefe  are  plainly 

marked  opt  to  us  by  the  finger  of  God,  who  cannot  err* - - 

The  ten  laws  puhlifhed  from  Sinai,  which  were  afterwards  ex¬ 
plained,  and  amplified  by  our  Saviour  in  his  fertnon  upon  the 
mount,  fqrnifh  us  with  a  compleat  and  unerring  rule  of  life, 
and  deferibe  that  u  high  way  of  holinefs,”  in  which  we  may 
■vValk  without  fear  or  diffidence.  We  need  not  perplex  our- 
Jvlvcs  with  the  doubtful  reafonings  of  our  own  minds ;  we 

may 
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liny  flnu  an  c-afy  lolution  of  all  our  difficulties  in  that  written 
law  and  teilimoriy,”  according  to  which  we  fhall  be  finally 
judged  :  tor  the  tefhmocy  of  the  Lord  is  lure,  making  wile 
/  the  flmPle  the  judgments  of  the  Lord  ace  true  and 

"  righteous  altogether.”  hucii  is  the., guide  w^ich  God  hath 
pi  ovided  for  directing  his  pilgrims  m  their  way  homeward  : 
and  il  we  are  poliefftd  of  the  temper,  of  pilgrims,  ff  we  ihalL 
efteem  the  words  of  Gocfs  mouth  more  ttran  our  neceffary 
food  and  fay  concerning  them,  u  More  to  be  defired  are 
they  than  gold,  \ea  than  much  fine  gold  ;  tweeter alfq  than 
.  hp.ney  and  the  honey-comb.  Moreover  by  them  is  thy  fer-  - 
vant  warned  ;  and  in  Keeping  of  them  there  is  great  rewaruM 
$thty%  If  we  con fider  ourfeives  as  Jlrangers  and  J'ojcu^rs  , 
here  below,  we  ought  certainly  to  behave  like  tliofe,  who  belong 
to  a  better  country,  and  .to  ihew  by  our  con>du£t,  that  we, have 

a  nobler  birth  and  Higher  hopes  than  worldly  men  have.;^ _ 

God  frequently  complained  of  his  ancient  people,  that  by  the 
wickednefs  of  their  lives,  they  had  caufed  “  His  holy  name  to 
“  be  prophaned  among  the  heathen. ”  They  who  love  their 
country,  will  be  jealous  of  its  credit  in  foreign  parts,  and  care¬ 
fully  avoid  every  thing  that  hath  a  tendency  to  bring  upon  it 
the  leaft  dain  or  reproach.  Accordingly,  we  are  exhoited  in 
Scripture,  to  “  adorn  the  do&xiqe  of  .  God  our  Saviour-,  iny, 
<e  all  things  “  to  walk  circumfpe&iy,  not  as  fools,  but  as 
“  wife  :”  'and  particularly,  “  to  walk  in  wjfdom  tq wards  them 
c:  that  are  without.^ — -- — Indeed^  as  I  .formerly  obferye.d,  our 
Hr fl  care  dhould  be,  that  we  ourfeives,  receive  no  hurt, ;  but  1 . 
muff  now  remind  yen  that  fomething  mere  is  incumbent  .upon  us 
than  regard  to  our  own  falet.y  :  ;We  ought  not  only  to  avoid 
or  refift -temptations  to  fin,  but  alfo  ,to .. (Ijine  in  all  the  virtues  of 
a  holy  life,  that  by  the  iight.of  oqr  good  works,  others  may  be 
excited  to  glorify  our  Father  who  - is  in  heaven.  We  have 
two  tilings  that  fhould  engage  our  attention  ;  Jirfi,  our  own 
welfare  ;  and  next,  the  credit  and  honour  of  that  religion  we 
pfo fiefs  :  and  he  is  too  lehilh  to  be  a  good  Chrifian  who  minds 
only  the  one,  and  overlooks  the  other.  Wide, my  .brethren,  is 

the  compafs  of  our  duty  the  fpintual  f<jo urner  hath  many 
parts  to  perform  ;  he  mult  not  fatisfy  himfelf  with  a  retired 
and  private  virtue,  but  is  bound*by  the  flri£left  ties' of  grati¬ 
tude,  “  to  (hew  forth  the  praifes  of  that  God,  who  hath* called, 
u  him  out  of  darknefs,  into  his  marvellous  light. ”  Every  Hep  of 
our  conduct  is  of  the  greateft  importance,  not  to  ourfeives  only 
but  to  others  alfo  :  and  therefore  . we  ought  to  move  with  oau- 

*4>  i 
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u  evil we  mufl  like  wife  “  learn  to  do  well  Nor  fliould 
we  even  think  it  enough,  to  do  what  is  (imply  good  ;  we  Ihould 
aim  at  that  good  which  is  mod  fe  a  Ion  able  and  excellent.  In 
fine,  to  live  as  becometh  true  pilgrims,  is  to  walk  with  our. 
rule  continually  in  our  eye,  and  never  knowingly  to  deviate 
from  it;  either  to  the  right  hand  or  to  die  left  :  It  is  to  ponder 
every  ftep  we  to  take  ;  to  weigh  everv  undertaking,  with  all 
its  circumftances,  ill  the  balance  of  the  ianftuary  :  It  is  to  con- 
fider  the  confequences  of  our  behaviour  with  regard  to  others  : 

•  L  #  O  '  '  f 

to  nave  our  wliole  converfadon,  our  words,  and  our  actions, 
“  feafoned  with dak/7  as  the  x\poitle  hathexpreffed  it .  • ,  that 
is,  not  only  innocent  in  themfelves,  bur,  as  much  as  may  be, 
edifying  a'lfo,  that  they  may  min  liter  grace  to  thofe  who  hear, 
or  behold  us. 

There  is  an  affefted  Angularity,  which  is  conceited  and  dif- 
obliging,  and  does  real  difhonour  to  religion,  reprefenting  it 
as  child j fh,  trifling,  and  capricious  ;  on  the  other  hand,  there 

^  omp  \  ith  th  emaximsand  fa  fh  ion  5  of  the  world, 

v/hich  is  mean  and  pufillanimous,  and  reprefents  religion  as  va¬ 
riable,  timid,  and  irreiblute  :  Betwixt  thefe  two  extremes  lies 
a  middle  plan  of  conduct,  which  exprelfeth  the  true  genius  cf 
Chi  iftianity,  reprefenting  it  as  generous,  intrepid,  and  difinter- 

ekeu  : - When  we  dare  avow  the  fentiments  of  our  hearts, 

and  obey  the  dictates  of  confidence,  and  the  laws  of  our  God,  in 
tne  face  of  the  fun  ;  when  our  whole  behaviour  is  confident 
and  uniform,  and  (hews  that  we  have  no  other  aim,  but  to  pro- 
mote  the  honour  of  our  heavenly  Father,  and  to  obtain  his  ap¬ 
probation  :  Then  we  aft  up  to  the  dignity*  of  o.ur  Chrif- 

tian  character  ;  then  we  live  as  Jlvungers  and  fojourners  upon 
earth.  ' 

1  here  is  one  thing  m  particular  I  would  recommend  to  you 
as  peculiarly  fluted  to  the  condition  of  pilgrims  ;  and  that  is  a 
decent  fobriety  of  manners,  a  grave  and  ferious  deportment,  in, 
oppofition  tp  What  the  Scriptures  call  a  “  vain  converfadon.” 
—  Wlo  not  mean  that  you  Ihould  be  fad  and  dejefted  ;  blefled 
^be^od,  the  Chriftian  hath  a  more  extenlive  field  of  pleafure 
^erore  him  than  fancy  itfelf  can  reprefent  to  the  fenfual  mind. 
i  he  fenoumefs  to  which  I  am  preifing  you  is  not  oppofed  to 
joy  but  to  levity  j  I  call  you  to  delights  that  arc  pure,  fine  ere, 
and  inward  in  oppofition  to  “  the  laughter  of  the  fool,  and 
that  del uh ve  mifth  that  ends  in  heayinefs  I  would  onlv 
have  you  to  (hew,  that  you  find  a  prefent  reward  in  the  fervite 
of  God,  and  that  the  joys  of  religion  are  of  too  fubUrne  a  quality 
0  rni^  ant*  Corporate  dead  and  polluted  pleafures  .of 

fenfe 


184 


H  k  M  O  N  XVII. 

fehfe  :  I  would  have  you  to  behave  with  thtefc  fp'irit  which  be¬ 
comes  vour  high  birth  ;  like  perfons  who  krio\tf  that  God  is 
their  Father,  that  Cbrift  is  their  elder  brother,  and  the  Holy 
Spirit  their  comforter  and  guide.  In  ihort,  I  would  hav£ 
you  to  aft  like  citizens  of  heaven,  who  are  Only  palling  through 
this  earth,  and  have  liitie  more  concern  in  it  than  to  efcape  its 
pollutions,  by  keeping  the  limit  and  narrow  road  that  leads  to 

the  pro  mi  fed  land  of  reft. - ** — Why  fiiOuld  yOu  borrow, 

jiay,  why  Ihonld  you  feem  to  borrow,  water  from  the  u  bro- 
u  ken’’  and  dirty  “  cifterns”  of  the  fenfualift,  >(rh0  have  accefs 

to  “  the  fountain  of  living  waters  ?” - Is, it  not,your  duty, 

is  it  hot  your  honour,  to  lllew  the  world,  that  no  part  of  your 
happinefs  depends  upon  Inch  low  gratifications  ;  that  toil  find 
enough  in  God  to  quench  your  third,  and7  to  fatisfy  the  mod  un¬ 
bounded  defires  of  your  fouls  ?~*This,  tny  brethren,  is  the  way* 
the  only  way,  to  awaken  the  attention  of  fecure  befotted  fin  - 
tiers.  Let  them  fee  what  true  godlinefs  can  do  by  itfelf;  and 
this  may  beget  irvthem  a  conviftioti  of  its  worth  and  excellence. 
But  how  lliall  they  difcover  that  religion  hath  any  peculiar  vir¬ 
tue  to  ftrengthen  and  comfort  the  foul,  fo  long  as  they  can  oh- 
ferve  thofe  who  profefs  it,  walking  ill  the  fame  road,  arid  fre¬ 
quenting  the  fame  haunts  of  vanity  with  themfelves? — — ^ 

There  is  a  majedy  in  drift  and  ferious  godlinefs,  that  commands 
edeem  and  reverence  even  from  the  word  of  men  :  But  when 
religion  afTumes  the  habit  and  complexion  of  the  world,  whert 
it  is  blended  with  the  falhionable  follies  of  the  age,  it  ufiially 
makes  fuch  a  clumfy  figure,  fuch  a  motley  appearance,  that  it 
becomes  more  ridiculous  and  contemptible  than  pure  unmixt 
folly  itfelf.  “  Wherefore  come  out  from  among  them,  and  be 
«*  ye  feparate,  faith  the  Lord,  and  touch  not  the  unclean  thing ; 
“  and  I  will  receive  you,  and  be  a  father  Unto  you,  and  ye 
<e  (hall  be  my  fons  and  daughters,  faith  the  Lord  Almighty.” 
Once  more,  in  the 

6th  place,  If  indeed  We  have  turned  our  back  upon  this 
world,  and  are  travelling  to  a  better4  country,  let  11s  help  one 
another  by  the  Way,  and  carry  as  many  home  with  us  as  we 
can.  Do"  we  meet  with  any  who  are  feeble  and  dejefted  ?  let 
us  do  every  thing  in  our  power  to  drengthen  and  encourage 

them- _ _ _ Are  any  doubtful  and  helitating  about  the  right 

path  ?  let  us  give  them  oUr  bed  advice,  and  according  to  our 

ability,  (hew  them  the  way  wherein  they  ought  to  go - Ar6 

any  difcouraged  by  the  oppofition  they  meet  with,  or  the  dan. 
gers  they  fear  ?  let  us  take  the  road  before  them,  and  animate 

them  to  follow  our  example.  — -Do  we  iee  any  flopping  Ihort, 
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'or  even  looking  a  fide  to  fome  alluring  objefts,  that  have  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  withdraw  their  hearts  from  God  ?  jet  us,  in  the  fpirit 
of  meekness,  reprove  and  admouuh  them-— Above  all,  let  us 
beware  of  falling  out  with  our  fellow  travellers  ;  for  that  mnft 
necedarily  mar  the  progrefs  of  both  :  if  they  and  we  are  going 
to  the  fame  place,  let  that  fufthe  to  unite  us  in  affe&ion  T  and. 
let  it  be  agreed,  that  we  may  differ  in  leflbr  things. 

But  many,  alas  i  take  the  oppohte  road,  and  walk  in  u  the 
“  broad  way  that  leader h  to  deftrucTom”  How  ihall  we  be¬ 
have  with  re  Ape  61  to  thefe  ?- = — "-Let  us  remember,  my 

friends,  that  they  are  dill  our  brethren,  and  that  trie  time  was, 
when  we  ouifelves  were  “  fooiifti  and  dilobedienr/’  even  as 

they  are - -Should  we  meet  with  one  of  our  countrymen  in 

a  foreign  land,  living  in  a  poor  and  abject  condition,  and  at  the 
fame  time  knew  that  he  was  heir  to  a  plentiful  eftate  at  home 
would  we  not  endeavour  to  make  him  ferifible  of  his  folly  ? 
would  we  not  ufe  every  argument  to  perfuade  him  to  return 

with  us  ?— - Why,  this  is  the  very  cafty  — We  fee  immortal 

•creatures  forgetting  themfeives,  and  the  great  things  they  may 
jpoiTeis  in  the  heavenly  world,  pieafed  and  deluded  with  the  veri. 
eft  trifles,  with  lying  vanities  that  perifti  in  the  tiling  :  They 
are  really  our  brethren  ;  and  there  is  enough  in  our  Lather’s 
houfe  both  for  tnem  ana  us. — — Indeed,  if  the  provision  were 
fcanty,  we  might  have  fome  colour  of  excuie  ror  leaving  them 
behind  us  ;  bat  the  heavenly  inheritance  is  fufHcient  for  us  all  ; 
nay,  the  number  of  co-heirs,  inftead  of  diminifliing,  increafeth 
the  happinels  of  each  individual. 

We  had  all  wandered  into  “  a  far  country,’5  when  our  com¬ 
panionate  Father  fent  his  beloved  Son  to  invite  us  home  :  And 
if  any  of  us  have  got  our  minds  enlightened  ;  if  by  grace  we 
have  been  awakened  from  our  fatal  lethargy,  and  determined 
to  comply  with  the  kind  invitation  ;  fhali  we  not  do  what  in 
us  lies,  to  awaken  thole  who  are  ftill  afleep  ?  Ihall  we  not  tell 
them  the  good  news,  and  prefs  them  to  go  with  us?  — Oh  !  it 
is  terrible  to  think  of  an  everlafting  reparation.  Place  your- 
felves  before  the  judgmentTeat,  and  think  how  affedtino  that 
awful  moment  fhali  be,  when  the  Judge  fh  til  pronounce  the  final 
doom,  and  fend  aw&y  from  his  prefence  fome  of  thole  with  whom 
we  once  were  acquainted,  perhaps  intimately  connected,  nay 
Whom  we  dearly  loved  ;  fend  them,  I  fay,  from  his  prefence  to 
the  oJier  tide  of  that  unpayable  gulf,  from  where'3  th^v  ihall 
never  return  1-How  the,  fine!  feeing  M!  :ben  be  sik  bv“ 

I  know  not  ;  but  furely  the  diftant  proipect  of  it  is  dreadful  in’ 
the  mean  tune.  Q  then  let  us  do  what  we  can  to  prevent  it  < 
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Let  us  imitate  that  good  Jhepherd  u  who  came  to  feek  and  to 
“  fave  that  which  was  loll He  “  gave  his  life  for  the  iheep 
and  fha II  any  who  have  tailed  the  fweetnefs  of  his  mercy,  think 
it  much  to  follow  with  their  warmed  intreaties,  thofe  unhappy 
wanderers,  who,  as  they  themfelves  once  did,  have  left  the  good 
pafture,  and  continue  to  dray  in  the  barren  wildernefs,  where 
without  fpeedy  relief,  they  mull  irrecoverably  perifh  ? — — God 
forbid  :  Let  us  have  pity  upon  thofe  who  have  not  yet  learnt  to 
pity  themfelves  ;  and  to  the  rnoft  vigorous  efforts  we  can  ufe  for 
their  recovery,  let  us  add  our  fervent  prayers  to  God,  that  he 
may  fend  forth  his  Spirit,  to  bring  them  into  the  way  of  peace 
and  fafety,  and  then  to  keep  and  guide  them  in  that  way,  till  he 
lead  them  at  length  into  “  the  land  of  uprightnefs,” 

Thus  have  I  endeavoured  to  fhew,  in  a  variety  of  indances, 
what  manner  of  life  is  mod  expreflive  of  the  temper,  and  heft 
fuited  to  the  condition  of  Jlr angers  and  fojour tiers.  May  God 
accompany  what  hath  been  laid  with  his  effedual  blelfing,  and 
enable  us  all  fo  to  behave  in  this  “  houfe  of  our  pilgrimage,” 
that  when  we  fhall  have  done  with  earthly  things,  we  may  be 
received  into  thofe  u  everlading  habitations,  whither  Cbrift 
“  hath  gone  to  prepare  a  place  for  us.”  To  whom,  wdth  the 
Father,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  one  living  and  true  God,  be 
aferibed,  as  is  mod  due,  all  bleffing  and  honour,  and  glory,  and 
power,  both  now  and  evermore.  Amen . 
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Preached  on  the  day  of  national  thank  (giving-,  Nov.  29,  1759. 


Joshua  xxiii.  n. 


Take  goad  heed  therefore  unto  yourf elves,  that  ye  love  the  Lord 

your  Godu 


^HESE  are  the  words  of  a  foldier  and  a  faint  ;  a  foldier. 


a  equally  brave  and  fuccefsful  ;  a  faint,  didiogtii/hed  by 
the  teftimony  of  God  himfelf.  They  are  the  words  of  Jolhua, 
the  vi&orious  leader  of  God’s  ancient  people,  and  make  a  part 
of  that  folernn  valedidory  fpeech  which  he  pronounced  in 
a  national  aiiembly  of  his  countrymen  a  little  before  his 
death. 

I  he  fame  happy  union  of  fortitude  and  piety  which  had 
rendered  his  adive  life  fo  glorious,  flill  fhone  forth  with  undi- 
mini&ed  ftrength,  to  adorn  the  concluding  fcene*  Never  did 
the  magnanimity  of  the  foldier,  never  did  the  piety  of  the  faint, 
never  did  the  generous  zeal  of  the  patriot,  appear  with  more 
becoming  grace  and  dignity,  than  when  this  great  and  good 
man  rcfe  up  in  the  prefence  of  all  his  brethren,  and  thus  ad* 
drefTed  the  tribes  of  Ifrael. 

“  I  arn  oW  and  firicken  in  age,  and  ye  have  feen  all  that  the 
“  Lord  your  God  hath  done  unto  all  thefe  nations,  becaufe  of 
‘  you  ;  tor  the  Lord  your  God  is  he  that  hath  fought  for  you. 

“  behold,  1  have  divided  unto  you  by  lot  thefe  nations  that  re* 

“  main,  to  be  an  inheritance  for  your  tribes,  from  Jordan,  with 
“  all  the  nations  that  I  have  rut  oif,  even  unto  the  great  fea 
u  wdKvard.  And  the  Lord  your  God,  he  Jhall  expel  them 
<4  from  before  you,  and  drive  them  from  out  of  your  fight,  and 
<e  Hi  nil  poflefs  their  land,  as  the  Lord  your  God  hath  proniif- 
“  ed  unto  you*  Be  ye  therefore  very  courageous,  to  keep  and 
“  f0  (^°  *s  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  of  Moles, 

“  that  ye  tu*n  not  afide  therefrom,  to  the  right-hand  or  to 
the  left  :  that  ye  come  not  among  thefe  nations,  thele  that 


h  remain  among!!  you,  neither  make  mention  of  tl 
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their  gods,  nor  caufe  to  fwear  by  them,  neither  ferve  them, 
nor  bow  yourfelves  unto  them  ;  but  cleave  unto  the  Lord 
your  God.  as  ye  have  done  unto  this  day.  For  the  Lord 
hath  driven  our  from  before  you,  great  nations  and  ftrong  j 
but  as  for  you,  no  man  hath  been  able  to  ftand  before  you 
unto  this  day.  One  man  of  you  fhall  chafe  a  thoufand  ;  for 
the  Lord  your  God,  he  it  is  that  fighteth  for  you,  as  he  hath 
promifea  you*  Take  good  heed  therefore  unto  yourfelves ,  that 
ye  love  the  Lord  your  Cod*” 

How  forcible  are  right  words  !”  Well  did  Solomon  fay, 
that  u  the  tongue  of  the  wife  is  health,”  and  “  a  word  fitly 
“  fpoken,  like  apples  of  gold  in  pictures  of  filver.”  An  addrefs 
more  worthy  of  the  fpeaker,  or  better  adapted  to  thofe  who 
heard  it,  cannot  be  deviled,  than  that  which  thefe  verfes  prelent 
to  our  view.  The  Jews  were  at  tin’s  time  in  full  ppflellion  of 
the  promifed  land  ;  every  man  dwelt  fafely  under  his  vine,  and 
under  his  fig-tree  5  neither  was  there  any  to  make  them  afraid  ; 
for  “  the  Lord  had  given  them  reft  from  all  their  enemies 
round  about/’  By  a  train  of  the  moft  aftonifhing  victories, 
they  had  totally  fubdued  the  nations  of  Canaan,  whofe  country 
they  divided  by  lot  among  themfelves.  Such  a  valuable  con- 
cfueft,  equally  complete  and  glorious,  afforded  matter  of  joy  and 
triumph  to  them  all  ;  but  chiefly  to  Jofhua,  who  conduced 
their  arms,  and  to  whofe  wifdom  and  valour,  as  the  means  un¬ 
der  God,  they  were  vifibly  indebted  for  ail  their  fuccefs. 

Here  then  was  a  theatre,  on  which  ambition  and  vain-glory 
might  have  afted  their  parts  to  great  advantage  ;  nay,  they 
might  have  done  it  almoft  without  fear  of  detection  or  reproof. 
No  claim  of  merit  would  have  been  thought  exceffive,  no  ap- 
plauie  too  high,  no  reward  too  great,  for  fuch  an  illuftrious  he¬ 
ro  as  Jofhua  ;  and  had  his  lpeech  been  artfully  framed  to  exalt 
him f elf  the  efredt  of  it  would  probably  have  been  limilar  to 
that  of  Herod’s  oration,  when  “  the  people  gave  a  fhout,  fay. 
44  ing,  It  is  the  voice  of  a  God,  and  not  of  a  man.” 

But  Jofhua  po/Felled  u  another  fpirit.”  Long  had  he  been 
dead  to  pride  and  felf-jntereft  :  He  fought  not  his  own  praife, 
but  the  honour  of  his  God,  and  the  profperity  of  his  brethren. 

- He  reminds  them,  indeed,  that  he  had  often  led  them  to 

victory  and  triumph  ;  but  with  the  fame  breath  he  reminds 
them  alfo,  that  “  it  was  the  Lord  their  God  that  fought  for 
“  them.” - “  They  got  not  the  land  by  their  own  Iword, 


u  neither  did  their  own  how  fave  them,  but  the  right  hand  and 
u  arm  of  Almighty  Jehovah.”  Tp  him  therefore  the  foie  tri¬ 
bute  of  praife  was  due  :  This  was  the  important  truth  which 
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jofhua  chiefly  recommended  to  the  attention  of  his  hearers. 
And  now  knowing  that  the  time  of  his  departure  was  at  hand, 
as  the  lad  and  dronged  proof  of  his  affection  and  care, — with 
the  authority  of  a  governor  he  commands,-  with  the  bowels  of 
a  father  he  intreats, — and  with  all  the  lerioufnefs  of  a  dying 
faint,  he  olaieds  them,  to  love  the  Lord  their  God. 

This,  my  brethren,  is  the  charge  which  the  bed  of  Kings, 
our  truly  magnanimous  and  mod  gracious  Sovereign,  doth 

this  day  addreis  to  us - He  hath  called  us  together  by  his 

royal  proclamation,  to  return  public  thanks  to  Almighty  God 
for  the  variety  of  great  and  public  blellings,  which  have  enrich¬ 
ed  anddiftinguifhed  this  memorable  year. - The  preceeding 

year  was  indeed  glorious  ;  but  of  this  it  may  be  faid,  with  a 
peculiar  emphafis,  that  it  excels  in  glory .  Even  to  the  prefent 
day,  the  feries  of  victory  remains  unbroken  ;  no  defeat  hath 
(lained  our  Jiational  honour,  nor  any  public  difader  interrupted 
our  joy.  Hitherto  our  funlhine  hath  been  clear  and  unclouded: 
Amidd  the  tumults  and  horrors  of  lurrounding  war,  blefled  with 
Uncommon  plenty  at  home,  we  enjoy  all  the  comforts  of  domef* 
tic  peace  ;  whilft  every  quarter  of  the  world  hath  beheld  our 
triumphs,  and  on  every  element,  by  fea  and  by  land,  iiiccefs 

hath  crowned  the  British  arms. - Succefs,  I  fay  of  the  bell 

and  moft  valuable  kind  ;  for  the  fruits  of  our  victories  are  noc 
the  romantic  and  airy  additions  of  military  fame,  but  ad  van- 
tages  of  a  fubdantial  and  more  enduring  nature  : — the  increafe 
of  our  naval  drength,  which  experience  hath  fhewn  to’be  the 
fui  eft  means  of  our  defence  ; — the  enlargement  of  our  com* 
meree,  the  great  fource  of  our  wealth; — the  protection  of  our 
King  s  electoral  dominions,  unjndly  invaded  on  onr  account  ; — * 
and  tne  fecurity  of  our  colonies  from  the  inroads  and  devalla- 
tions  of  mercilefs  favages,  rendered  dill  more  favage  by  the  in* 
legation  and  example  of  perfidious  Frenchmen — —Thefe  are 
laurels  which  wither  not  ;  acquifitions  of  real  and  permanent 
-worth,  which,  with  humble  boldnefs,  we  may  publilh  to  the 
world,  and  even  avow  to  our  own  hearts,  as  becoming  grounds 
of  thank fgiving  to  that  God,  “  who  is  righteous  in  all  his  ways, 
and  noly  in  all  his  works  ;  who  executeth  judgment  for  the 

oppiefted,  but  the  way  of  the  wicked  he  turneth  upfide 
down/’ 

of  heaven,  u  who  abafeth  thofe  that  walk  in 
“  Prl  .  >  wliofe  works  are  truth,  and  his  ways  judgment,” 
we  praile,  extol,  and  honour,  this  day,  as  the  author  of  thefe 
fignal  and  unmerited  bleffings.  “  Not  unto  us,  O  Lord,  not 
**  unt0  us  d’— not  unto  the  wifdom  of  our  counfellers,  not  unto 

the 
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tfae  valour  of  our  troops,  though  both  have  equalled  our  wifhes, 
and  even  exceeded  our  hopes  ; — yet  not  unto  thefe, — but 

“  unto  the  name  of  God/*  is  all  k‘  the  glory’*  due - He  it 

was  who  taught  our  fenators  wifdom  ;  He  it  was  who  girded 
Our  foldiers  with  flrength  ; — it  was  the  Lord  our  God  who 
fought  for  us  in  every  fnccefsful  enterprife  ;  who  in  Germany 
and  Canada  revealed  His  mighty  arm  on  our  fide  ;  who  hath 
thus  far  profpered  our  righteous  caufe,  and  made  us  to  triumph 
over  them  that  hate  us.  . 

Juftly  may  we  fjy  with  the  church  of  old,  °  O  ling  unto  the 
u  Lord  a  new  long,  L>r  he  hath  done  marvellous  things  ;  his 
u  right  hand,  and  his  holy  arm.  hath  gotten  him  the  victory. 
u  The  Lord  hath  made  known  his  falvation,  his  rightequlhels 
“  hath  he  openly  Ihewed  in  the  fight  of  the  heathen  :  he  hath 
“  remembered  mercy  towards”  Britain  ;  u  all  the  ends  of 
“  the  earth  hath  feen  the  falvation  of  our  God.’5 

But,  my  brethren,  thanfgiving  and  praife  are  only  a  part  of 
the  tribute  we  owe.  jofhua  made  a  farther  demand  upon  his 
countrymen.  And  as  our  fnuation,  in  fome  of  its  moft  impor¬ 
tant  circumftances,  is  apparently  fimilar  to  theirs  ;  the  fame 
charge  that  was  given  to  them,  with  the  utmoft  propriety  may 
be  addreffed  to  us  : 

Take  good  heed  urjo  yourfefaes}  that  ye  love  the  Lord  your 
God •  For, 

In  the  firjt  place,  it  is  for  this  very  end  that  national  mer¬ 
cies  are  bellowed.  <(  Thou  lhalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with 
“  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  foul/5  is  the  fir  ft  and  great 
commandment  m  the  law  ;  and  Providence  enforcetli  what  the 
lav/  demands.  God  fpeaks  to  us  by  his  works,  as  well  as  by 
his  word  ;  both  are  his  meffengers  :  and  it  often  happens,  that 
the  fig  ns  of  the  one  are  as  expreffive  and  intelligible  as  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  other.  Plence  a  voice  is  aferibed  to  the  rod  by 
the  ^Prophet  Micah.  (Micah  vi.  9 .)  “  The  Lord’s  voice 

«*  critth  unto  the  city,  and  the  man  of  wifdam  fliall  fee  thy 
“  name:  Hear  ye  the  rod,  and  who  hath  appointed  it.’5 
judgment  is  that  Item  meflenger  which  fpeaks  to  us  out  of  the 
whirlwind,  “  faying,  u  why  Ihould  ye  be  ftricken  any  more  ? 

“  Will  ye  revolt  {till  more  and  more  But  mercy  hath  a 
fofter  voice  in  rnildeft  accents  it  courts  our  return,  and  with 
perfuafive  eloquence  difarms  our  enmity,  bends  the  ftubborn 
will,  and  captivates  the  heart.  “  When  our  own  wickednefs 
«  corrects  us,  and  our  backflidings  reprove  us”,  then  ic  is 

expected  that  welhculd  “  know  and  fee  svhat  an  evil  and  bit- 
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u  ter  thing  it  is  to  fin  agfinfi  Cod  — — After  this  manner 
do  his  judgments  teach  men  righteoufnefs.  But  his  mercies 
have  a  higher  office  ;  to  them  it  belongs  to  teach  men  love  ; 
they  reprefen t  God  as  truly  amiable,  as  the  mod  worthy  ob¬ 
ject  of  our  fupreme  affeflion. - Signal  and  unmerited  favours, 

efpecially  when  conferred  upon  thofe  who  are  not  only  unwor¬ 
thy  of  them,  but  who  deferve  the  contrary,  are  juftly  cornpar. 
ed  :o  “  coals  of  fire,”  which  melt  down  every  thing  but  drofs. 
Even  the  malice  of  Saul  was  fo  far  overcome  by  the  generofi- 
ty  of  David,  that  “  he  lifted  up  his  voice  and  wept,  and  faid 
u  unto  David,  Thou  arc  mnre  righteous  than  l  :  for  thou 
“  halt  rewarded  me  good,  whereas  I  have  rewarded  thee  evil.’* 
Now  of  this  kind  are  all  God’s  favours  towards  us.  And  fhall 
favours  of  fuch  a  nature  be  heaped  upon  us  in  vain  ?  Surely 
when  he  whom  we  had  offended,  mod  bafely  offended,  is  not 
only  merciful,  but  bounteous  alio  ;  when  he  not  only  fpares 
us,  but  even  loads  us  with  benefits  ;  our  hearts  mud  be  impene¬ 
trable,  and  void  of  all  feeling,  if  they  are  not  fubdned  to  the 
love,  as  well  as  the  admiration,  of  Inch  amazing  generofity. — 
W e  have  been  praifing  God  for  his  goodnef*  ;  but  praife  with¬ 
out  love  can  never  aicend  to  his  throne  with  acceptance. - - 

Let  us  therefore  take  good  heed  unto  ourf elves ,  that  we  love  tut 
Lord  our  God  ;  ana  the  rather  becaufe, 

In  the  fecond  place.  We  are  in  danger  of  perverting  his 
goodneL  to  a  very  different  purpofe.  The  caution  given  in  the 
text,  plainly  implies  this  ;  and  the  fubfequent  hiitory  of  the 

Jewifh  nation  as  plainly  proves,  that  the  caution  was  necel- 
lary. 


We  read  in  the  book  of  Judges,  that  after  the  death  of 
Joihua,  Cm  there  arole  another  generation,  which  knew'  not  the 
te  Lord,  and  they  forfook  the  God  of  their  Fathers,  which 
"  brought  them  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  ferved 
“  °ther  gods.”  This  monftrou?  ingratitude  Mofeshad  fufpeft- 
ed,  and  left  many  warnings  on  record  to  guard  them  againft  it. 

It  fhall  be,”  laid  he  in  one  place,  “  when  the  Lord  thy  God 
fiiall  have  brought  thee  into  the  land  which  he  fware  unto 
thy  fathers,  to  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  to  give  thee  great 
and  goodly  cities  which  thou  buildeft  not,  and  houies  full  of 
all  good  things  which  thou  filledftnot,  and  wells  which  then 
“  diggedft  nor,  and  vineyards  and  olive-trees  which  thou  plant- 
edit  not ;  when  thou  llialt  have  eaten,  and  art  full,  then  beware 
that  thou  forget  not  the  Lord  thy  Gcd,  which  brought 
thee  forth  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  from  the  houfe  of 
bondage.”  And  in  another  place  after  Recounting  many 
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temporal  bleffings  which  God  had  prom i fed  to  bellow  upon 
them,  he  thus  concludes  :  u  Take  heed  tQyonrfelv.es,  that  your 

heart  be  not  deceived,  and  ye  turn  alkie,  and  ferve  other 

“  g0^s,  anc*  worlhip  them.” - But  Jeihurun  waxed  fat,  and 

‘‘  kicked,  and  lightly  efteemed  the  rock  of  his  Taxation.” — — . 
Jkael  that  was  humbled  in  the  wikkrnefs,  tame  and  tra&able 
in  thole  lean  paftures,  grew  proud  and  wanton  in  fruitful  Ca¬ 
naan.  When  “  they  kicked  honey  out  ot  the  rock,”  as  the 
Prophet  exprefieth  it,  u  and  did  eat  the  fat  of  lambs  and  kid- 

<c  neys  °f  wheat,  then  laid  they,  We  are  lords,  we  will  come 
“  no  more  unto  thee.” 

1  hat  profperity  fhould  have  another  and  very  different  ef- 
fefl  upon  us,  I  have  already  endeavoured  to  fhew  ;  and  bleffed 
he  God,  examples  of  a  wife  and  laudable  improvement  of  pro* 
fperity  are  not  altogether  wanting.  It  is  recorded  to  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  good  King  Jehofhaphar,  2  Chron •  xvii.  6.  who 
had  filver  and  gold  in  abundance,  that  “  his  heart  was  lifted 

up  in  the  way  of  God’s  commandments.”  If  we  read  the 
beginning  of  the  eighteenth  pfalm,  in  connection  with  the  title 
prek  xed  to  it,  we  fhall  dilcover  another  amiable  inftance  of 
the  moft  exact  obedience  to  the  command  of  my  text.  The 
title  runs  in  thefe  words  . — A  pfalm  of  David  the  fervant  of  the 
Lord ,  who  f petite  unto  the  Lord  the  words  of  this  fongy  in  the 
day  that  the  Lord  delivered  him  from  the  hand  of  ail  his  ene- 
tmesy  and  from  the  hand  of  Saul ;  and  he  faid,  verfe  i*  “  I 
“  will  love  thee  O  Lord,  my  ftrengt-h.”  But  few,  alas  ! — * 
comparatively  fpeaking,  walk  in  the  Heps  of  thefe  holy  men. — 
Even  a  pious  Hezekiah,  “  rendered  not  again  according  to  the 
“  benefits  done  unto  him,  but  his  heart  was  lifted  up  ;  for  which 
caufe  “  there  came  wrath  upon  himfelf,  and  upon  Judah,  and 
“  upon  Jerufalem.” 

Great  indeed  is  our  national  felicity  ;  but  equally  great  is 
our  danger  of  abufing  it.  Scarcely  had  the  Ifraelites  efcaped 
from  the  h'oufe  of  bondage,  when  thofe  very  lpoils  they  had  re¬ 
covered  from  their  talk-makers  were  formed  into  an  idol, 
which  they  bafely  worfhipped  in  place  of  that  God,  whofe  out- 
Hretched  arm  had. wrought  their  deliverance.  And  is  i t  riotpof* 
lible,  my  brethren,  that  the  fruits  of  that  fuccefs  with  which 
God  had  been  pleafed  to  favour  us,  may,  by  a  like  abufe,  be 
perverted  into  weapons  of  rebellion  againft  himfelf  ? — Luxury 
is  the  common  attendant  upon  affluence  :  This  unfits  the  mind 
for  ferious  thinking,  and  breeds  a  coldnels  and  indifference  to¬ 
wards  fpiritual  things  ;  in  confequence  of  which,  a  fecret  difaf- 
feclioa  to  thofe  laws  which  would  reftrain  him,  loon  takes  root 
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tn  the  heart  of  t  he  fenfualift,  till  wearied  with  the  ftruggle  be- 
twixt  Reafon  and  Appetite,  he  at  length  fets  himfelf  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  God,  and  his  ways  ;  reproaches,  with  the  names  of  of. 
dentation  or  hypocrtfy,  all  ferious  religion  and  godlineis  in 
others  ;  turns  away  his  eyes  from  the  light  that  reproves  him, 
and  even  doth  what  he  can  to  extinguilh  it  altogeiher.  Thus 
doth  “  tiie  profperity  of  foois  deftroy  them  :”  when  “  men 
“  fee  no  changes, they  fear  not  God.”  What  reafon  then  have 
we  to  join  trembling  with  our  mirth,  and  to  take  good  heed  unto 
our  [elves,  left  our  table  become  a  fnare  to  us,  ana  the  uncommon 
biddings  we  have  received,  inftead  of  heightening  our  love, 
lhotild  caufe  us  to  forget  the  hand  that  beftowed  them,  and 
prove  the  means  of  alienating  our  hearts  from  God?  to  pre¬ 
vent  tnis,  let  me  beg  your  attention  to  what  I  have  farther  to 
offer,  in  the 

Third  and  lafi  place,— That  to  love  the  Lord  our  God,  is  not 
only  the  return  he  experts  for  hie  benefits  but  the  return  he  de¬ 
mands.  It  is  not  only  juft  and  reafonable  in  its  own  nature 
but  it  is  likewife  abfolutely  neceffary  on  our  part  nav  it  is 
»  tne  one  thing  needful  ;  the  with-holding  of  which  (hall  tuna, 
voidably  be  attended  with  the  moft  fatal  confequences. 

.  This  e^preiTes  the  true  fpirit  of  the  charge,  and  was  certainly 
tne  important  truth  that  Jolhua  meant  to  convey  to  his  hearers. 

.  ilis  great  aim  was,  to  remind  them,  in  th e  JirJl  place,  that  all 
tmeu-  pal.  lucceftes  were  entirely  owing  to  the  favour  of  the  Moft 
nlf:-  ’  ,ancb  next>  to  perfuade  them,  that  upon  the  continuance 
,  hls  ®!m,g“ty  prote&on.  their  future  profperity  would  folely 
oepenu.  he  exhorts  them  indeed,  verfe  6.  to  ’be“  very  coti- 
rageous :”  but  for  what  end  ?  Was  it  only  to  fi<?bt  ao-ainft 

ft1  •  0,r1£  as  a  ‘ that,  in  oppofition  to  all  dangers  and 
difficulties  of  what  kind  Soever,  they  might  ftedfaftly  obey  the 

(fJ [  the,r .God’ - “  Be  7e  therefore  very  courageous  to 

„  keep  and  to  do  all  that  is  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  of 

„  Mt°‘eSl  £tlat  -ve  turn  not  afide  therefrom,  to  the  right  hand  or 

<(  10  1f1ftV  And  thern>  %'s  he,  verfe  xo.  “  One  man  of 
you i  fhall  chafe  a  thoufand,  for  the  Lord  your  God  is  he  that 
fighterh  foryou.  —  But  he  adds,  in  the  vedes  following  rny 

<‘X  ’  r  aS  b‘1rc ’  3nd  tranl'grehs  the  covenant  of  the  Lord 

“  nr>  I  ’mT  f°rr  certaint^  that  tlie  anger  of  the  Lord 
„  q ?  K°e  'Cln*?  aga‘nft  you,  and  ye  fhall  quicklv  perllh  from 
oft  the  good  land  which  he  hath  given  you.”'— _ Af 

cornmgly,  we  are  told,  in  the  fecond  chapter  of  the  book  of 

CaT'  t!tat  rhCn  'I16  fucceedlng  generation  forfook  the  Lord, 
d  feimi  other  Sods,  “  then  the  anger  of  the  Lord  was  hot 
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‘‘  ap-ainft  Ifrael  and  he  delivered  them  into  the  hand? of  fpoil- 
‘‘  ers  that  fpoiled  them,  and  he  fold  them  into  the  hands  of 
••  their  enemies  round  about  ;  fo  that  they  could  not  any  long- 
“  er  (land  before  their  enemies,  and  they  were  fore  diftrefTed.” 
Now  all  thefe  things  happened  to  them  for  enfamples ,  and 
th^y  are  written  for  our  admonition,  upon  whom  the  ends  of 
the  world  are  come.  God  is  always  the  fame  ;  he  is  in  one 
u  mind,  and  none  can  turn  him*”  His  love  to  righteoufnefs, 
his  hatred  of  fin,  are  both  unchangeable;  and  therefore  the 
truth  of  that  aiTertion  nmft  be  equally  unchangeable  ;  that 
64  righteOufnefs  exaheth  a  nation;”  whereas  “  finis  the  re- 
«  proacb and,  if  obftinatbly  perfifted  in,  mu  ft  prove  the  ruin 
“  of  any  peop’e.”  For  wickednefs  burneth  as  the  fire,  it  ihall 
devour  the  briers  and  thorns,  and  kindle  in  the  thickets  of 
“  the  forefts,  and  they  fliall  mount  up  as  the  lifting  up  of 
<<  frnoke  ;  through  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  of  hofts  is  the  land 
darkened,  and  the  people  Ihall  be  as  the  fuel  of  the  fire.” 
If.  ix.  i3. 


Ouffh't  we  not  then  to  tale  heed  unto  our/elves  that  we  love 
the  Lord  our  God  ?  Joihua  gave  this  advice  to  the  Jews  a  long 
rime  after  the  Lord  had  given  them  reft  from  all  their  enemies 
round  <:f  We,  my  brethren,  are  full  engaged  in  war,  the 

iflue  of  which  is  always  doubtful.  We  have  drawn  the  f word, 
and  thus  far  have  employed  it  with  glory  and  fuccefs :  But  it 
was  a  prudent  caution  winch  Adiab  ga\e  to  Benhadad,  Let 
(i  'iot  him  that  girdeth  on  the  harnefs  boaft  himlelf  as  he  that 
“  taketh  it  off.”°  Our  enemies  are  weakened,  but  "they  are 
like  wife  greatly  irritated;  and  ftill  they  are  ftrong  and  for¬ 
midable  people.  We  can  look  back  upon  a  time  when  our  own 
fit  nation  was  verv  unpromifing  ;  when  every  alarm  brought  a 
panic  alono-  with-it,  till  roufed  by  infill  t,  and  a  Tenfe  of  dan¬ 
ger  the  national  fpirit  at  length  awake  ;  vigorous  meafures* 
were  purfued  ;  and,  by  the  good  hand  of  our  God  upon  us,  have 
wonderfully  profpered-  Js  it  a  thing  lmpoffibie,  is  it  even  im¬ 
probable,  that  fimilar  caufes  may  produce  fmnlar  effects  m  the 
councils  and  mepfures:  of  the  nation  with  whom  we  contend  l 
W  re  they  in  reality  weaker  than  we  are  willing  to  fuppole, 

it  would  ill  become  us  to  deny  a  truth,  of  which  we  ourfelves . 

have  fo  lately  had  the  happy  experience  to  wit,  I  hat  the 
haul-  is  not  always  to  the  ftrong.”  Both  at  Mtndea  and 
Quebec  every  advantage  for  victory  is  now  certainly  known  to 
pfve  been  on  the  fide  of  our  enemies.  The  fate  ot  nations  is 
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not  determined  by  the  policy  of  men  :  the  events  of  war  are 
conducted  and  over- ruled  by  a  higher  hand  than  the  arm  of 
fieih.  Hear  what  God  faid  to  the  Jews  by  the  Prophet  J ere- 
miab  :  44  Though  ye  had  fmitten  the  whole  army  of  the  Chal- 
“  deans  that  fight  again#  you,  find  there  remained  but  wound- 
“  cd  men  among  them,  yet  fhould  they  rife  up  every  man  in 

“  his  tent,  and  burn  this  city  with  fire.” - ‘4  Without 

54  me’;  lays  he  by  another  prophet,  u  they  fhail  bow  down 
“  under  the  prifoners,  and  they  fhail  fall  under  the  (lain.” 

BlefTed  be  God,  we  have  large  and  manifold  grounds  of 
thank  lgiving  ;  but  the  very  grounds  of  our  thanklgiving  are 
likewife  monitors  of  humility,  and  prefs  the  neceffity  of  fecur- 
ing  the  friendfhip  of  that  Almighty  Being,  who  44  doth  ac~ 
cording  to  his  will  in  the  armies  of  heaven,  and  among#  the 
64  inhabitants  of  the  earth. ”  Pride  and  fecurity  are  fatal 

prelages  of  approaching  ruin. - u  Before  deftruftion  the 

44  heart  of  man  is  haughty.”  How  awful  was  the  doom 

l£  pronounced  againft  Tyre!  ( Ezek .  xxviii.  2.  et  fcq.) - 

44  Thus  faith  the  Lord  God,  Becaufe  thine  heart  is  lifted  up, 
and  thou  haft  faid,  I  am  a  god,  I  fit  in  the  feat  of  God,  in 
the  mid#  of  the  Teas  ;  yet  thou  art  a  man,  and  not  God, 
though  thou  haft  fet  thine  heart  as  the  heart  of  God  :  be- 
“  hold,  thou  art  wifer  than  Daniel;  there  is  no  fecret  that 
C£  they  can  hide  from  thee  :  with  thy  wifdom,  and  with 
thine  underfTanding,  thou  ha#  gotten  thee  riches,  and  haft 
gotten  gold  and  filver  into  thy  treafures  :  by  thy  great 
wifdom,  and  by  thy  traffic,  ha#  thou  increafed  thy  riches 
and  thine  heart  is  lifted  up  becaufe  of  thy  riches.  There¬ 
fore  thus  faith  the  Lord  God,  Becaufe  thou  ha#  fet  thine 
heart,  as  file  heart  of  God  ;  — behold  therefore,  I  will 
bring  ftrangers  upon  thee,  the  terrible  of  the  nations  ;  — 
and  they  ihall  draw  their  fwords  again#  the  beauty  of  thy 
wifdom,  and  they  fhail  defile  thy  brightnefs.  They  fhail 
bring  thee  down  to  the  pit,  and  thou  ffialt  die  the  deaths 
“  of  them  that  are  (lain  in  the  mid#  of  the  feas.” 

Let  us  learn  wifdom  from  their  folly.- - Let  their 

puniihment  admonifh  us  to  beware  of  that  pride  which  God 
abhorreth  : - Let  the  manifold  goodnefs  we  profefs  to  cele¬ 

brate  this  day,  lead  us  to  44  that  repentance  which  is  never  to 
be  repented  of  and  let  us  fervently  pray,  That  “  the  Holy 
44  Spirit  may  be  given  unto  us,  to  fhed  abroad  the  love  of  God 

as  an  efte&ual  principle  of  all  ho! 
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“  in  our  hearts,” 

e’hce 
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Then  we  may  hope,  that  the  Lord  of  Holts'  will 
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forth  with  our  armies,  and  lead  them  on  to  hew  and  ftiil 

greater  triumphs  ;  till  at  length  the  defolations  of  war  fhall  be 

appi  y  terminated  by  a  fafe,  and  honourable,  and  lading 

^e^ce*  ,  vi llc^  may  God  ofjps  infinite  mercy  grant,  through 
Jefus  Chnft  cur  Lord.  Amen. 


SfiRMOJ* 
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Ezekiel  ix*  4. 


jitid  the  Lord  faid  unto  him. ,  Go  through  the  mulfl  of  the  city  ^ 
through  the  midfi  of  Jerufalem f  and  Jet  a  mark  upon  the 
foreheads  of  the  men  that  Jigh,  and  then  e>y,Jor  all  the  abomi. 
nations  that  he  done  in  the  midji  thereo f 


'HE  Apoftle  Pair,  having  recited  to  the  Chriftians  at  Co.. 
rinth  fpme  of  thofe  awful  judgments  which  God  had  in¬ 
flicted  upon  his  ancient  church  for  their  rebellion  and  obltinacy 
subjoins  thefe  memorable  words,  i.  Cor.  x.  u.  “  Now  all  thefs 
things  happened  unto  them  for  eofamples,  (or  types,  as  the 
w.ort*  **  ren<iered  in  the  margin)  ;  and  they  are  written  for 
’  our  ao monition,  upon  whom  the  ends  of  the  world  are 
come.”  The  blble  though  it  records  the  actions  of  men 
yet,  properly  fpeaking,  is  the  hiitory  of  God,  and  contains  an 
account  ot  his  proceedings  with  his  creatures  in  a  great  variety 

withwwT  thrt.fr?nVh?fe  afts  of  government,  compared 
with  what  he  pofitively  declares  concerning  himfelf,  we  may  be 

enabled  to  form  the  cleared  and  julleft  conceptions  of  his  nature 

Cjf  md™y  lea™>  undoubted  certainty,  what  we 
have  either  to  fear  or  to  hope  from  him. 

„  ^od  is  al  way  s  the  fame;'  “  with  him  there  is  no  variable- 

orocednr1!  !-13;  /^'  T“n8  and  therefore  in  his  pad 

don  •  whi’  h  k  :'  thc,p  an  °fIlls  present  and  future  adminidra- 

on  f’l  *  jUngS  1  le  Pa^age  I  have  been  reading  home  to 

'  T*  3Dd  'r?terefts  us  deeP!y  hi  the  matter  it  contains. 

of  !h  r  PreCedlng  chapter,  the  Prophet  had  got  a  full  view 
of  he  abominations  that  were  done  in  the  midd  of  jerufalem  - 

Hedbhiroeid  S  n  3  Vili0naiT.  reprefentadon  their  pin^Zl 

wSi  a  dedr  '  inT"  “PproachmJ5  t!ie  city>  each  of  them  armed 
n  /  •  7Tln£  weapon,  who  are  exprefsly  commanded  ro 

ej.  h°!h  oldand y°mS^  beginning  at  the  fanttu- 

7r,  ,0  fasrr  * 

,h'y  ■**  - be  »■ 
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Whether  any  fentence  of  wrath  hath  already  gone  forth 
againft  thefe  (infill  lands  to  which  we  belong,  mult  be  to  us  an 
impenetrable  fecret  ;  “  The  heart  of  a  king  is  unfearchable,” 
laid  Solomon  ;  much  more  is  the  heart  of  the  King  of  kings. 
But  furely  it  can  never  be  unfeafonable  to  lead  your  attention  to 
a  paflage  of  Scripture,  where  God’s  mercy  to  the  penitent,  and 
his  peculiar  concern  for  their  fafety,  are  fet  before  us  in  fo  juft 
and  linking  a  light. 

Godly  forrow  for  abounding  iniquity,  is  at  all  times  a  dutiful 
and  becoming  exercife  ;  neverthelefs  there  are  certain  feaions 
when  the  call  to  it  may  be  confidered  as  more  loud  and  pref- 
iing.  Some  of  thefe  I  (hall  mention  in  the  jirjl  place* 

Secondly ,  1  (hall  inquire,  with  as  much  tendernefs  as  regard 
to  truth  will  permit,  how  the  cafe  (lands  with  refpeft  to  the 
time  and  place  in  which  our  lot  is  cad  ;  and  if  it  (hall  appear 
that  ill-boding  fymptoms  of  approaching  danger  are  to  be 
found  among  us  in  a  very  high  degree,  1  (hall  endeavour  in 
the 

Third  place,  To  lay  before  you  a  few  of  the  genuine  fymp¬ 
toms  and  proper  effe&s  of  the  gracious  temper  1  mean  to  re¬ 
commend  ;  — — and  then  conclude  the  fubject  with  fome  prac¬ 
tical  improvement. 

Firjt,  If  it  (hall  be  aiked,  When,  or  upon  what  occadons,  the 
exercife  of  godly  forrow  for  (in  is  in  a  peculiar  manner  feafon- 
able  ?  I  anlvver, 

When  tranfgreflfors  are  very  numerous  ;  when  the  body  of 
a  people  is  corrupted,  fo  that,  in  the  language  of  the  Prophet 
Ifuiah,  “  the  whole  head  is  (ick,  and  the  whole  heart  is  faint,” 
then  all  who  fear  God  are  loudly  called  upon  to  jigh  and  to  cry 
for  the  abominations  that  are  done  in  the  tmdji  of  the  land.  It  one 
Achan  troubled  the  whole  camp  of  Ifrael,  what  mud  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  Tinners  do  ?  If  the  difciples  of  our  Lord  were  exceeding 
forrowful  when  their  mafler  told  them  that  there  was  one 
traitor  in  their  company,  how  afflicting  mud  it  be  to  a  true 
lover  of  God,  to  behold  the  wicked  fo  multiplied,  that  in  com¬ 
panion  of  them,  the  godly,  are  only  a  fmall  remnant,  a  very 
“  little  flock,”  that  can  fcarcely  be  difeerned  \ 

The  call  becomes  dill  more  prefling,  when  tranfgreflors  are 
not  only  numerous,  but  like  wile  bold  and  impudent  :  (inning 
as  A b la] 01  n  did,  “  before  all  Ifrael,  and  in  the  light  of  the 
“  fun.”  This  is  a  fatal  prefage  of  approaching  vengeance  ; — 
for  God  will  not  always  tolerate  fuch  infolent  contempt  of  his 
authority.  Judgment  may  be  fu fpended,  while  vice  (kulks  in 

darkneL; 


SERMON  XIX, 


1 09 


\ 


darknefs,  as  afhamed  of  the  light ;  bat  when  it  appears  in  broad 
day,  when  Tinners  proclaim  their  (ins  as  Sodom,  and  hide  them 
not,  then  they  may  be  faid  “  to  ftrengthen  themfelves  againft 
<i  the  Almighty,  and  to  ran  upon  the  thick  hades  of  his  buck- 
u  ler  and  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  fuch  infolent  defi¬ 
ance  can  long  efcape  without  fome  open  and  awful  rebuke. — 
At  fueh  a  time,  then,  mourning  mult  be  peculiarly  lea  (en¬ 
able. 

Efpecially  when  tinners  are  not  only  numerous  and  impudent, 
but  likewife  guilty  ofthofe  grofler  abominations  which  in  former 
ages  have  been  followed  with  the  mod  tremenduous  judgments. 
It  is  true,  indeed,  44  that  the  wrath  of  God  is  revealed  from 
44  heaven  againft  all  unrighteoufnefs  and  ungodlinefs  of  men 
neverthelefs  there  are  fome  particular  indances  of  ungodlinefs 
and  unrighteoufnefs,  which  God  hath  marked  out,  and  didin- 
guidied  from  others,  as  the  objects  of  his  greated  .abhorrence  ; 
and  with  refpedt  to  which  he  hath  faid  more  explicitly,  both  in 
his  word  and  by  his  providence,  that  he  will  not  differ  them  to 
pafs  unpunifhed.  I  cannot  pretend  to  give  you  a  minute  detail 
of  thefe.  Only  if  you  read  the  Scriptures,  you  will  find,  that 
prophane  fwearing,  perjury,  contempt  of  the  Sabbath,  theft, 
murder,  and  adultery,  are  all  of  this  kind*  The  Prophet  Ze- 
chariah  beheld  a  flying  roll  of  curfes,  twenty  cubits  in  length, 
and  ten  in  breadth,  which  had  a  commiOion  to  enter  into  the 
houfe  of  the  thief,  and  into  the  houfe  of  him  that  fweareth 
falfely  by  the  name  of  God,  there  to  remain  till  it  had  utterly 
confumed  it,  with  the  timber  thereof,  and  the  (tones  thereof. 
44  Ey  fwearing,  and  lying,  and  killing faith  the  Prophet  Ho- 
fea,  44  by  dealing  and  committing  adultery,  they  breakout,  and 
4C  blood  toucheth  blood*  Therefore  (hall  the  land  mourn,  and 
“  every  one  that  awelleth  therein,  (hall  languiih,  with  the  beads 
44  of  the  field,  and  with  the  fowls  of  heaven  ;  yea  the  filhes  of 
u  the  fea,  alfo  (hall  be  taken  away.”  And  how  highly  God 
refents  the  prophanation  of  his  Sabbath,  appears  from  the  re¬ 
proof  and  expodulation  of  good  Nehemiah,  which  is  recorded, 
Nehemiah.  xiii.  17,  28.  44  Then  I  contended  with  the  nobles  of 
44  Judah,  and  faid  unto  them,  What  evil  thing  is  this  that  ye 
44  do,  and  prophane  the  Sabbath-day  ?  Did  not  your  fathers 
44  thus,  and  did  not  God  bring  all  this  evil  upon  us,  and  upon 
44  this  city  ?  yet  ye  bring  more  wrath  upon  Ifrael  by  prophan- 
44  ing  the  Sabbath*”  When  therefore  the  fame  fins  are  frequent 
and  open  among  many  people,  that  mud  furely  be  a  feafoa  for 
grief  and  ia  mentation*  And  dill  more. 

When  the  perfons  that  commit  them  are  refolute  and  incor¬ 
rigible* 
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-  .  „7“.  ,H'  t:;at  often  reproved,  hardeneih  his  neck 

fuooemy  ne  deftroyed,  and  that  without  remedy. ” _ — . 

!\  ®ecau^  I  have  purged  thee,”  faith  God  by  the  Prophet  Eze- 
*zel,  “  and  thou  was  not  purged,  thou  (halt  not  be  purged 
from  tuy  filttmsfe  any  more,  till  I  have  can  fed  my  fury  to 
reft  upon  thee.  I  the  Lord  hath  fpoken  it,  it  fhall  come  to 
paLs  and  I  will  do  it  ;  I  will  not  go  back,  neither  will  I  {pare 
ne.tnei  will  1  repent;  according  to  thy  ways,  and  according  to 
thy  doings,  fhall  they  judge  thee,  faith  the  Lord  God.”  When 
tue  wicked  are  forewarned  of  their  fin  and  danger,  when,  by 
wse  preaching  01  me  word,  their  duty  is  plainly  and  faithfullv 
fet  be<o,.e  tneoi  ;  when  they  are  exhorted  by  others,  and  re- 
bailed  iA'  their  own  confciences  ;  when  they  are  (mitten  with 

fuch  rods  as  bear  the  mod:  legible  (ignature  of  their  crimes  ; _ - 

O; ,  \v  nen,  in  a  milder  way,  tney  are  admonifhed  and  warned 

oy  the  pumdiuien  c  inflicted  upon  otners  for  tiie  fa  me  crimes  ; _ * 

when,  after  all  or  any  of  thefe  means  employed  to  reclaim 
them,  they  ftiil  hold  fa  ft  their  iniquities,  and  will  not  let  them 
S°g  fli on  id  the  godly  lament  and  mourn,  and  pray  with 

redoubled  earneftnefs- for  thofe  miferable  creatures,  who  have 

neither  the  ingenuity  nor  the  wifdom  to  pray  for  themfelves. 

How  far  thefe  caufesof  grief  and  lamentation  are  to  be  found 
among  us,  I  might  leave  to  the  determination  of  thofe  whole 

“  hearts  are  wife  to  difcern  both  time  and  judgment  _ 

Sut  I  fhould  reckon  myfelr  unfaithful  to  God,  and  injurious  to 
the  fouls  of  men,  if  I  did  not  hint  a  few  obvious  remarks  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  time  and  place  in  which  our  lot  is  caft  :  which  was 
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Second  thing  propofed  in  the  method. 

I  fhall  not  compare  our  condition  to  that  of  Sodom,  when 
ten  righteous  perfons  were  not  to  be  found  in  it  ;  neither  fhall 
1  compare  it  to  the  flute  of  the  Jews,  when  God  faid  by  the 
Prophet  Jeremiah,  “  Run  ye  to  and  fro  in  the  flreets  of  Jeru- 
"  fa  (cm,  and  fee  now.  and  know,  and  feek  in  the  broad  places 
(C  thereof,  if  ye  can  find  a  man,  if  there  be  any  that  executeth 
‘c  judgment,  and  feeketh  the  truth  ;  and  I  will  pardon  it.” 
BleiTcd  be  God,  this  is  not  precifely  the  cafe  with  us.  There 
are  not  only  fome,  but,  I  trufr,  a  goodly  number  throughout 
the  land,  who  fincerely  love  God,  and  feek  his  glory  :  but  this 
I  dare  venture  to  affirm,  that  they  are  few,  very  few,  when 
compared  with  the  wicked  ;  and,  which  is  (till  more  afflicting, 
their  numbers  are  daily  decreafing,  while  die  oppofite  hut rell 
prevails,  and  vifibly  gains  ground  among  all  ranks  and  condi¬ 
tions  of  men. 
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It  is  too  apparent  to  be  denied,  that  the  vices  I  mentioned 
tinder  the  former  head,  intemperance,  Iewdnefs,  the  mod  info- 
lent  abme  of  the  C-liriltian  Suooam,  lying,  curling,  and  even 
perjury  hfelf,  are  more  or  lefs  pra&ifed  in  every  corner  of  the 
land* — — Thefe,  and  many  other  enormities,  are  fo  frequent: 
and  undiignifed,  that  no  man  who  comes  abroad  into  the  world, 
can  pretend  to  oe  ignorant  that  inch  abominations  are  done  in 
*.ue  midjl  of  us.  I  am  far  from  iuppofing,  that  any  of  them 
were  altogether  unknown  in  former  times  ;  though  l  am  verily 
perfuaded,  that  ail  of  them  are  now  become  more  univerfal  and 
that  lorne  of  them  are  carried  to  a  much  greater  height  than 
tvcr  -hey  were  in  the  days  of  our  fathers.  However,  as  they 
cannot  be  briefly  accounted  the  peculiar  reproach  of  the  pref- 
ent  age,  I  (hall  remind  you  ot  iome  other  indapces  of  departure 
from  God,  which,  with  greater  and  more  evident  proprietv 
may  be  termed  the  dijhnguifhing  charaderijiics  of  the  times  la 
which  we  live. 

I  begin^  with  Infidelity,  which  of  late  hath  fpread  itfclf 
through  ail  oraers  ot  men,  the  ltnveft  not  excepted.  This  arti¬ 
cle  of  charge  needs  no  proof  ;  for  befides  the  multitude  ot  pro- 
felled  infidels,  who  grafp  at  the  character  as  a  title  of  honour, 
and  even  Uruggie  beyond  the  bounds  of  moderation  to  obtain 
H  ;  betides  thefe,  I  fay,  the  growing  difiegard  of  the  ordinan¬ 
ces  of  religion,  the^  total  negled  and  difufe  of  them  by  fome, 
and  the  hypocritical  abuie,  and  formal  iuedeflual  attendance 
uPon  them  bY  others,  are  fatal  proofs  of  the  prevalence  of  infi¬ 
delity  ;  and  plainly  Ihew,  that  the  generality  even  of  thofe  who 
i-etaui  the  Chriltian  name,  do  either  in  their  heart  rejedt  the 
pi  pel  as  falle,  or,  which  comes  to  the  fame  purpofe,  "reckon 

it  a  matter  of  finall  importance  whether  the  gofpel  be  true 
or  not. 

^  Again,  is  there  not  a  viable  contempt  of  the  authority  of 
God  .<■  u  Ins  laws  contradict  the  humours  of  men,  they  refule 
to  be  controlled  by  them  ;  and  fay  by  their  practice,  “  Who 
‘  is  the  Lord  that  we  Ihould.obey  him  ?” — As  for  the  word 

w!}ich  cnou  fpoken  to  us  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  we 

win  not  hearken  unto  thee,  but  we  will  certainly  do  whatio- 
‘  ever  goeth  forth  out  of  our  own  mouth.”  This  is  fo  note- 
nous,  mat  by  many  it  is  reputed  a  maxim  of  prudence,  to  <>-ive 
way  to  the  prevailing  humours  of  the  times/  Some  fins,  "fay 
urey,  nave  got  iuch  countenance,  that  it  dangerous  to  reprove 
them  .‘  they  mull  be  winked  at  :  for  were  they  to  be  roughly 
handled,  they  would  either  grow  more  headftrong  and  violent, 
or  5  G£;ker  exceiTes,  which  might  be  fully 
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as  bad,  or  perhaps  worfe,  than  themfelves.  And  though  it 
betrays  a  difloyal,  or  at  leaf!  a  cowardly  fpirit,  to  be  fwayed  by 
fuch  crooked  maxims;  yet  the  currency  they  have  got  affords  a 
pregnant  proof,  that  contempt  of  divine  authority  is  another 
unhappy  chara&eriftic  which  diftinguifheth  the  prelent  from  for¬ 
mer  times* 

Further,  we  feem,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  have  loft  any  pro¬ 
per  fenfe  of  our  dependence  upon  God •  £(  When  his  hand  is 

lifted  up,  we  do  not  fee.”  We  forget  him  in  profperity  :  and 
in  adverfity  we  look  no  higher  than  the  creature*  We  trull 
for  deliverance  to  the  arm  of  ftelh,  but  never  think  of  turning 
to  the  Lord  who  fmiteth  us*  Nay,  have  there  not  been  re¬ 
peated  attempts  to  prove,  that  a  nation  may  profper,  not  only 
independent  of  God,  but  even,  as  it  were,  in  defiance  of  him  ? 
that  the  public  interell  is  promoted  by  the  vices  of  individuals  ? 
that  utility  is  the  meafure  of  virtue,  the  only  ftandardfor  deter¬ 
mining  what  is  right  or  wrong  ?  I  do  not  mention  thofe  fchemes 
from  any  apprehenfion  that  the  arguments  by  which  they  are 
fupported  are  formidable  in  themfelves  :  but  whether  men  be¬ 
lieve  the  principles  or  not,  it  is  a  certain  truth,  that  the  general 
pra^ice  doth  unhappily  rorrefpond  with  them.  One  thing  is 
obvious,  that  few  confider  a  reformation  of  manners  as  any 
means  of  national  profperity  ;  whereas,  had  we  a  juft  impref- 
iion  of  our  dependence  upon  God,  that  would  readily  occur  to 
us,  not  only  as  one,  but  as  the  heft,  nay  the  only  effedual  means, 
for  fecuring  the  fafety,  and  advancing  the  real  honour  and  in-' 
ter  eft  of  our  country. 

To  all  thefe  I  muft  add  the  Luxury  and  Sen/ utility  which 
have  been  growing  upon  us  for  feveral  years  paft,  and  have 
now  fpread  their  roots  and  branches  fo  wide,  that  they  may 
truly  be  Laid  to  fill  the  whole  land.  Pieafure  is  at  length  be¬ 
come  a  laborious  ftudy ;  and  with  many,  I  am  afraid,  it  is  their 
only  ftudy  :  for  it  leaves  them  no  room  to  purfue  any  other. 
What  new  feenes  of  amufement  are  daily  invented  ?  How  art¬ 
fully  are  they  ranged,  fo  as  to  (land  clear  of  each  other,  with¬ 
out  leaving  any  vacant  fpace  between  them  l  It  is  trifling  to 
plead,  that  they  are  not  criminal  in  their  own  nature,  and  may 
therefore  be  confident  with  the  fervice  of  God  :  I  muft  call 
this  a  mean,  difingenuous  evafion,  till  they  who  plead  it  [hall  be 
pleafed  to  inform  us,  what  portions  of  time  are  left  unoccupied, 
wherein  they  can  find  lei  lure  to  ferve  God  if  they  would.  The 
truth  is,  the  prefent  fyftem  of  pieafure  and  fafhionable  polite- 
nefs,  appears  abfolutely  inccfmpatible  with  piety  and  devotion  ; 
an  artful  contrivance  to  baniih  lefle&ion  altogether,  and  to  put 
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it  out  of  the  power  of  finful  dying  creatures  to  think  of  God 
and  an  eternal  world.  This  unhappy  didemper  of  the  times 
in  which  we  live,  doth  at  prefent  carry  in  its  face  forae  of  the 
moll  alarming  fymptoms  of  danger.  Inhead  of  yielding  to  the 
mod:  probable  means  of  cure,  it  rather  becomes  more  liubborn 
and  infectious*  Might  it  not  have  been  expelled,  that  the  dif- 
trefs  which  hath  prevailed  in  our  nation  for  fome  months  pad, 
would  at  leaf!'  have  checked  the  growth  of  luxury?  yet  it 
feems  to  have  produced  the  very  oppofite  effed.*  While  the 
poor  are  darving,  while  many  who  are  willing  to  labour  can 
iind  no  employment,  and  not  a  few  have  abandoned  their  native 
country  to  feek  that  fudenance  in  foreign  parts  which  they 
could  not  earn  at  home  ;  If  ill  is  pleafure  purfued  with  inertaf- 
ing  ardour,  arid  no  price  is  deemed  extravagant  that  can  pur- 
chafe  an  addition  to  it.  In  ffiort,  men  appear  to  be  driving 
againif  God  with  their  eyes  open,  and  to  have  dudied  the  de- 
dgn  of  his  Providence  on  purpofe  to  defeat  it  ;  for  fuch  an  ex¬ 
act  plan  of  contradiction  difcovers  art  and  contrivance,  and 
could  hardly  have  been  Humbled  upon  by  mere  accident. 

Judge  then,  upon  the  whole,  whether  there  be  not  caufe 
more  than  fufficient,  to  Jig b  and  to  cry  for  the  abominations 

-that  are  done  in  the  midjl  of  our  land.— - It  Hill  remains, 

in  the 

Third  place,  That  I  lay  before  you  a  few  of  the  genuine 
fymptoms,  and  proper  effeds,  of  the  gracious  temper  I  mean  to 
recommend. — And, 

ijl,  We  can  never  be  adored,  that  our  grief  for  the  fins  of 
others  is  pure,  and  of  the  right  kind,  unlefs  our  hearts  be  dulv 
affected  with  grief  and  forrow  for  our  own  tranfgredions.  It 
is  this  that  didinguilhetd  the  true  mourners  in  Zion  from  cen- 
forious  and  ill-natured  hypocrites,  who  are  quick  in  d i fee rni no* 
the  dualled  mote  in  their  brother’s  eye,  while  they  pay  no  at¬ 
tention  at  all  to  the  great  beam  in  their  own*  Godly  forrow  is 
jud  and  impartial ;  it  always  begins  at  home,  and  makes  few 
vifits  abroad,  till  domedic  fins  are  firft  bewailed.  Many,  like 
the  lapwing,  are  continually  fluttering  about,  and  with  artful 
fere  a  ms,  lament  the  vices  of  all  around  them,  merely  to  draw 
off  their  attention  from  their  own  cage  of  unclean  birds.  Such 
pretended  mourners  are  hateful  to  God  ;  and  every  counter¬ 
feit  tear  becomes  a  drop  of  oil,  which  fliail  only  ferve  to  inflame 


*  Preached  in  January  1783,  when,  in  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  diftrefs  and 
diffipation  were  both  in  the  extreme. 
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ibv,re  1  aSh  7u2S  :  R'hereas  fhc  {rue  mcnrnrr  is  more 

world  ',rih",ft-|hflUfe  f  £lan  agaw{l  any  other  Perfon  the 

ot  VwP  ft  me  ex"‘med  t  -vea>  he  "ever  lees  nor  hears 

wi'hin  !  'dn<a'l  °  °thers*  but  confcienoe  immediately  fiirs 
„  ‘h  f’  and  he  15  ready  to  fay  with  Pharaoh’s  butler,  “  1 

rtf  "”ember.™y  own  fault  tt!is  <%•”  ^  confiders  the  wo.  ft 
'  ;  ,  a:'  exbl01tIng  a  true  picture  of  his  own  natural  condition  ; 

}  •  fUnJ-ip^  3'  nc'vHdgeth,  that  it  was  Gcd  only  who  made 

frtdhf  ard,  that  he  ha£h  nothin8  but  what  he  received 

from  his  bountiful  hand*. 

zdly,  Our  grief  is  of  the  right  kind,  when  it  lends  us  to  pray 
foi  tranfgreflors  2  and  when  it  hath  not  this  efFea,  we  have 
not  only  caufe  to  fufpefc,  hut  may  conclude,  without  hefitation, 
hat  it  is  jpunons  and  counterfeit.  If,  inftead  of  the  clofet,  it 
carry  us  abroad  into  company,  to  divulge  our  neighbours  faults, 
under  the  pretext  of  bewailing  them  ;  in  that  cafe  we  may 
a  ure  ourfelves  that  our  hearts  are  (bangers  to  that  godly 
lorrow  whereof  my  text  fpeaks.  The  true  mourner  defires, 
above  all  things,  the  reformation  of  his  brother  ;  and  therefore 
,e  goes  directly  to  God  himfelf,  who  hath  the  hearts  of  all 

nien  m  his  hand,  and  can  turn  them  as  the  rivers  of  water. _ - 

ie  lays  the  linner’s  cafe  before  the  compaffionate  Saviour,  not 
by  way  of  complaint,  but  to  move  his  pity  and  to  obtain  his 
help,  tie  uncovers  the  poor  leper  in  the  fight  of  the  pbyfician 
A  f  0  C3!1  beal  him  ;  and  at  the  lame  time  would  be  ex¬ 
tremely  well  p leafed,  that  his  Ipthfomenefs  were  hid  from  every 
other  eye.  f  rue  grief  will  retrain  us  from  fpeaking  evil  of 
our  neighbour,  or  detecting  his  ferret  faults,  except1  in  cafes  of 
abfolute  necefiity,  when  the  concealing  them  would  either  be 

aui  tful  to  t  he  innocent,  or  prejudicial  to  the  public  intereff. _ . 

Nay,  it  will  be  painful  to  us  to  "hear  of  the  mifearriages  of  ouf 
-’i  etiiten  5  and  we  fhall  oe  very  flow  to  believe  any  reports  to 
their  difadvantage,  without  the  ilrongeft  and  moft  convincing 
evidence  ;  and  after  all,  we  flan  11  neither  defpife  nor  hate  thern^ 
far  lefsexpofe  them  to  the  contempt  and  hatred  of  others  ;  on 
toe  contrary,  we  fhall  pity  them,  and  pray  for  them  in  fecret, 
commending  their  cafe  to  the  God  of  love,  before  whom  ail 
them  fins  are  already  naked  and  open,  and  earneflly  implore  his 
pardoning  mercy  and  lanctifying  grace  in  their  behalf,  with 
the  fame  fervour  and  importunity  that  we  afk.  thefe  inefiimabls 
bleilings  for  ouifelves. 

^he  hns  of  others,  if  pure  and  genuine, 
will  be  accompanied  with  proper  endeavours  to  reclaim  them* 
Every  true  mourner  will  confider  himfelf  as  “  his  brother’s 
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u  keeper/’  and  will  leave  no  means  unattempted  to  prevent 
bis  ruin.  He  will  not  think  it  enough  to  plead  with  God  for  mer¬ 
cy  to  the  (inner  ;  he  will  iikewife  plead  with  the  (inner  to  have 
mercy  upon  himfelf.  He  will  fet  his  guilt  and  danger  before 
him  in  the  mod  prudent  and  affecting  manner  he  can  ;  and 
though  he  meet  with  many  repul  fes,  nay,  though  his  labour  of 
love  fhouM  be  requited  with  fcorn  and  hatred,  vet  he  will  re¬ 
peat  his  application  again  and  again,  and  take  hold  of  every  fa¬ 
vourable  opportunity  that  prefects  itfeif;  remembering,  that 
“  he  who  converteth  a  finner  from  the  error  of  his  way,  (hall 
fove  a  loal  from  death,  and  hide  a  multitude  of  fins,”  and 
may  look  for  more  didinguidied  honour  in  that  dav,  “  when 
they  that  be  wile,  (hall  fhine  as  the  brightnefs  of  the  firma- 
fC  ment;  and  they  that  turn  many  unto  rightecufnefs,  as  the 
u  dars  for  ever  and  ever”  Once  more, 

If  we  are  in  truth  pofleffeid  of  this  gracious  temper,  if 
our  grief  for  abounding  iniquity  flows  from  the  pure  fountain 
of  love  to  God,  and  zeal  for  his  glory,,  we  (hall  own  his  caufe 
in  the  mod  perilous  times,  and  reckon  nothing  too  dear  to  be 
hazarded  in  his  fervice,  That  faying  of  our  Lord  will  be  coni 
tin u ally  founding  in  our  ears,  “  He  that  is  afhamed  of  me  and 
of  my  words,  in  this  adulterous  and  per  verfe  generation,  of 
“  him  alfo  ihal!  the  Son  of  man  be  afhamed,  when  he  cometh 
in  the  glory  of  his  Father  with  all  the  holy  angels.5’  Many 
can  weep  in  fecret  for  the  (ins  of  others,  who  have  not  the  for¬ 
titude  to  appear  againft  them  in  public. - - — But  fuch  perfons 

would  do  well  to  conlider,  that  neither  their  tears  nor  their 
prayers  can  avail  them  any  thing,  fo  long  as  they  fold  their 
hands  like  the  (laggard,  and  negled  the  proper  means  for  ob¬ 
taining  what  they  a  Ik.  God  permits,  nay  commanded!  us,  to 
cad  our  care  upon  him  ;  but  he  giveth  us  no  allowance  to  dif- 
pofe  of  our  work  in  that  way.  We  mud  be  doing  in  a  humble 
dependence  upon  his  grace  ;  and  then  we  may  both  a(k,  and 
hope  to  obtain,  his  blefling  upon  our  endeavours.  But  if  we 
pi  ay,  and  fit  ft  ill  ;  if  we  lie  howling  upon  our  becis, '  when  we 
mould  be  abroad  at  our  labour  ;  we  offend  God  indead  of  plea- 
img  id  in  ;  and  can  look  for  no  other  atifwer  but  this,  “  Who 

**  hath  required  thefe  things  at  your  hand  ?” - Ixhis  mv 

brethren,  is  very  neceffary  to  be  attended  to.  There  is  hardly 
any  man  who  maintains  the  profelhon  of  religion,  who  will  not 
readily  acknowledge,  that  we  ftard  in  great  need  of  a  reforma¬ 
tion  5  yet  where  is  the  man  to  be  found  who  fee  ms  heartily 
tid poled  to  contribute  his  affidance  ?  When  God  is  callirm 
■c  Who  will  (land  up  for  me  againd  the  evil  doers?  Who  will 
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u  rife  up  for  me  againft  the  workers  of  iniquity  l”  in  Head  of 
replying  with  the  Prophet  lfaiah,  “  Lord,  here  am  I,  fend 
“  raef'  we  are  rather  inclined  to  fay,  each  one  for  himfelf. 
Lord,  fuch  another  perfoa  is  fitter  for  the  work,  fend  him  ; — 

but  I  pray  thee  have  me  exculed - 1  (hall  be  accounted  a 

zealot,  faith  one,  if  I  etlgage  in  this  fervice  :  I  (hall  offend  my 
friends,  faith  another  :  A  third  pleads  the  doubtfulnefs  of  the 
event  :  A  fpurth  hath  fome  worldly  gain  or  preferment  in  view, 

and  therefore  it  is  too  early  to  appear  for  God  as  yet  ; - 

but  he  refolves,  that  after  he  hath  got  his  aim  in  the  fervice  of 
the  devil,  then  he  will  turn  about,  declare  himfelf  to  be  on  the 
Lord’s  fide,  and  confefs  him  openly,  when  it  can  no 
longer  hurt  his  fecular  intereft.  Thefe  maxims,  however  od¬ 
dly  they  may  found,  are  in  reality  the  hinges  upon  which  the 
bulk  of  nominal  Chriftians  turn  j  by  theie  defpicable  rules  do 
they  fquare  their  conduct,  in  a  matter  which,  of  all  others,  is 
the  nrioff  weighty  and  interefting*  Whereas  the  true  mourner 
prefers  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  intereft  of  his  kingdom,  to 
every  thing  elfe.  He  is  not  governed  by  the  low  and  flexible 
maxims  of  worldly  policy  ;  he  doth  not  confult  with  flefh  and 
blood,  but  makes  the  will  of  God,  and  the  diftates  of  con- 
fcience,  the  rule,  and  the  only  rule,  of  his  conduit.  He  doth 
whatfoever  appears  right  to  him  in  the  mean  time,  and  leaves 
the  iflue  with  God-  He  is  neither  difeouraged  by  the  fmall 
number  of  the  godly,  nor  intimidated  by  the  multitude  of  tranf- 
greffors  ;  but  in  all  cafes,  where  he  hath  a  call,  and  opportu¬ 
nity  to  aft,  publicly  avows  the  mafter  whom  he  ferves  ;  and 
under  the  banner  of  his  Almighty  Saviour,  he  valiantly  con¬ 
tends  with  earth  and  hell,  being  allured  of  a  triumphant  vifto- 
ry  at  laft.  If  this  render  him  vile  in  the  eyes  of  others,  like 
David,  he  is  willing  to  become  yet  more  vile  ;  and  with  Moles, 
the  man  of  God,  he  bravely  prefers  the  reproach  of  Chrift  to 
all  the  fading  riches  and  honours,  and  plealureu  of  a  prefent 
world. 

A  great  variety  of  ufes  might  he  made  of  this  fubjeft  ;  but 
I  fhall  I  conclude  with  addrefiinga  few  words  to  three  different 
claffes  of  hearers,  which  may  be  luppofed  to  comprehend  the 
whole  of  this  aifeinbly. 

I  fhall  begin  with  thole  who  think  that  there  is  no  great 
caufe  to  complain  of  the  world  at  prefent  ;  and  confequently, 
that  the  duty  I  have  been  recommending  is  neither  fo  neceffary, 
nor  fo  feafonable,  as  many  others  that  might  have  been  chofen. 
If  you  are  very  young,  f  partly  excufe  you  •  but  if  you  are  ad¬ 
vancer! 
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vanced  in  life,  I  am  unable  to  devife  any  colour  of  apology  for 
vou,  but  muft  neceffarily  charge  you,  either  with  amazing  in¬ 
attention,  or  more  amazing  perverfenefs  5  for  it  is  notorious, 
that  not  the  power  only,  but  even  the  form  of  Godlinefs,  is  un¬ 
der  a  lamentable  decay,  and  hath  been  fo  for  many  years  paft  : 
witnefs  the  general  negleft  of  family- worlliip,  the  grofs  profa¬ 
nation  of  the  Chrrftian  Sabbath,  and  fpndry  kinds  of  immorali* 
ty,  which  were  fcarcely  known  in  our  country  half  a  century 
ago.  Thefe  ill-boding  fmptoms  make  it  too  evident,  that  we 
are  a  dengerate  and  back-fliding  people,  who  are  fad  filling  up 
the  meafurc  of  our  iniquity  ;  and  it  is  an  additional  caufe 
of  grief,  that  fo  few  among  us  obfcrve  and  are  affe&ed 

with  it.  ' 

I  fhall  next  fpeak  to  thofe  who  make  a  mock  of  fin,  who  are 
obftinate  and  hard-hearted,  and,  inftead  of  lamenting,  glory  in 

their  wickednefs* - You  perhaps  fufpedt  that  I  am  going  to 

addrefs  you  with  iliarpnefs  and  feverity  ;  but  you  are  really 
miftaken.  God  knows  that  I  pity  you,  and  have  no  other  aim 

but  to  make  you  pity  yourfelves* - You  have  long  been  deaf 

to  warnings  and  reproofs  - O  let  the  fweet  voice  of  rnercy 

at  length  prevail  !  God  hath  fworn,  that  he  taketh  no  pleafure 
in  your  death  :  and  this  is  his  call  to  yon  after  all  your  provo¬ 
cations,  Turn  ye ,  turn  ye,  why  will  you  die  /  Nay  he  hath 
paved  the  way  for  your  return  to  him  with  the  blood  of  his  own 
Son  “  who  fuffered  the  juft  for  the  unjuft,  that  he  might  bring 
€(  the  chief  of  finners  to  God.” - It  is  impoffible  you  can  pre¬ 

vail  againft  him,  or  difappoint  him  of  his  glory  :  the  weapons 
of  your  rebellion  can  only  hurt  yourfelves  ;  and  ere  long,  the 
proudeft  of  his  enemies  fhall  bow  clown  before  him,  and  lick  the 

very  duft. - Even  you,  my  friends,  muft  either  bend  to  the 

fceptre  of  his  grace,  or  be  dallied  in  pieces  with  his  rod  of  iron  ; 
thofe  haughty  looks  fhall  fliordy  be  bumbled,  either  in  rnercy 
or  in  judgment  ;  and  if  once  his  wrath  begin  to  burn,  there  is 
no  power  that  fhall  be  able  to  deliver  you  out  of  his  hand. 
Why  then  will  you  rejeft  his  gracious  counfel  ?  Why  will  you 
peri fh  when  mercy  is  in  your  offe?  ?  Why  will  you  break  the 
hearts  of  all  that  fear  God,  when,  by  your  converfion,  and 
flight  into  the  true  city  of  refuge,  you  might  afford  caufe  of 

great  joy  both  in  heaven  and  on  earth  ? - For  the  Lord’s 

fake,  confider  your  ways,  and  be  wife  ;  “  feek  the  Lord  while 
“  he  may  be  found,  call  upon  him  while  he  is  near.”  The 
great  enemy  of  your  fouls  will  probably  fuggeft  to  you,  that  if 
you  comply  with  this  exhortation,  your  old  companions  will 

mock 
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mock  and  ridicule  you,  in  proportion  to  your  former  excefs  in 
in  ;  anil  tm»  mare,  I  am  afraid,  is  too  fatally  fuccefsfi.il  with 
many  but  let  not  any  1'uggeftfon  of  this  kind  deter  you  from 
ooing  wndt  you  plainly  fee  to  be  your  duty  and  your  interelk 
a  he  got.,y,  with  whom  you  join  yourfelves,  will  be  far  from 
upbraiding  you  with  pad  offences  ;  they  will  freely  forgive  all 
tne  injuries  you  have  done  to  them,  and  teach  you  to  magnify 
tiie  ricnes  Oi  divine  grace,  which  took  hold  of  themJelves  when 
ready  to  perdh,  and  advanced  them  to  be  heirs  of  ever  1  affine 
ialvanon.  “  Wherefore  come  out  from  among  the  wicked* 

and  he  ye  ieparate,  lakh  die  Lord,  and  touch  not  the  unclean 

“  tliino  5  and  *  will  receive  you,  and  I  will  be  a  father  unto 

€m  I7011’  anci  -ve  be  my  ions  and  daughters,  faith  the  Lord 
“  Almighty,” 

I  now  turn  with  pleafure  to  the  mourners  in  Zion,  who  are 
deeply  affected  with  their  own  fins,  and  with  the  fins  of  thole 
among  whom  they  live.  Ana  I  would  lay  for  your  encourage¬ 
ment,  that  this  becoming  temper  affords  Undoubted  evidence  of 
a  woik  of  gi  ace  upon  your  own  hearts.  Hereby  it  appears  that 
you  are  the  children  oi  God,  feeing  the  honour  of  your  heaven- 
Jy  Father  is  to  precious  in  your  efleem.  And  know  for  your 
com t oi  t,  that  none  or  there  filial  tears  can  be  loft  :  God  puts 
them  into  his  bottle,  as  the  Pfalmifl  expreffeth  it  ;  and  whatev- 
ei  oe  the  fate  of  thofe  on  whole  account  they  were  ihed,  yoa 
itiall  at  Jail  receive  joy  for  mourning,  and  garments  of  everlaft- 
ing  praiie  for  your  prefent  fpirit  of  heavinefs*  This  holy  grief, 
as  you  lea i  n  from  the  context,  may  be  a  means  of  fecuring  you 
again  ft  temporal  judgments  ;  at  any  rate,  it  will  fweeten  them, 
and  lliall  undoubtedly  be  iucceeded  with  fulnefs  of  joy  at  Gods 
right  hand. 

.  But  you  will  remember,  that  grief  for  abounding  iniquity, 
it  pure  and  genuine,  is  always  accompanied  with  vigorous  en¬ 
deavours  to  reclaim  tranlgrellbrs.  This,  then,  my  brethren,  is 
what  God  demands  and  expefls  from  you.  Let  every  one  in 
his  ftation  contribute  his  aid  for  the  fupprelfion  of  vice,  and  for 
promoting  the  interefts  of  pure  and  undefiled  religion.  Let  us 
join  hand  in  hand  in  this  neceflary  work  and  labour  of  love. 
Fired  with  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God  and  fei  vent  charity  to  the 
fouls  of  men,  let  us  not  only  figh  and  cry  for  the  abominations 
that  are  done  in  the  midft  of  our  land,  but  do  all  that  we  can 
to  prevent  the  ruin  of  a  (inful  nation. 

Hereby  we  (hall  become  public  blefiings  while  we  live,  and 
(hall  at  lad:,  through  the  mercy  of  God  in  thrift,  have  an  en¬ 
trance 
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tranee  miniftered  unto  us  into  that  better  world,  where  all  tears 

,  beLvvlPed  ‘>way  from  our  eyes,  where  the  inhabitants  are 
altogether  unearned,  and  the  joys  abfolutely  perfect  ;  where, 
with  one  neaft,  and  one  voice,  we  (hall  celebrate  the  praifes  of 
Zion  s  King  — afcnbmg  glory  and  honour,  dominion  and  pow. 

er,  to  him  that  fitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  to  the  lamb,  for 
ever  and  ever* 


Q  d 
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Ecclesiastes  viii,  n. 

Becaufe  fentence  againjl  an  evil  work  is  not  executed  fpee~ 
dily  ;  therefore  the  heart  of  the  fans  of  men  is  fully  Jet  in 
them  to  do  evil. 

THOUGH  God  had  not  favoured  us  with  an  explicit  reve¬ 
lation  of  his  will,  yet  that  abfolute  perfedion  which  rea- 
fon  muff  attribute  to  the  Supreme  Being,  would  naturally  lead 
us  to  conclude,  that  he  cannot  look  upon  fin  without  the  great- 
eft  abhorrence  ;  and  in  confequence  thereof,  that  his  impartial 
juftice,  and  almighty  power,  will  not  always  fuffer  that  abomi¬ 
nable  thing  which  he  hates,  td  pafs  unpunished.  Accordingly 
we  find,  that  the  confcience  of  man,  till  a  long  habit  of  finning 
hath  rendered  it  callous  and  infenfible,  gives  a  reludant  aflent 
to  the  equity  of  fuch  puniihment,  by  that  anguifh  which  it  rai- 
feth  in  the  finner’s  mind  upon  the  commifiion  of  any  grofs  or 
heinous  tranfgrefhon.  This  made  Judas  to  cry  out  after  his 
vile  treachery,  u  I  have  betrayed  innocent  blood.”  Nay,  fo 
powerfully  was  his  heart  fmitten  with  a  fenfe  of  the  demerit  of 
his  crime,  that,  defpairing  of  pardon,  he  in  a  manner  anticipa¬ 
ted  the  fentence  of  condemnation,  and  became  the  executioner 
of  Divine  juftice,  by  laying  violent  hands  upon  himfelf.  And 
the  Apoftle  Paul  teftifies  concerning  the  Gentile  world,  that 
eve,n  they,  by  the  light  of  nature,  and  the  didates  of  unaflifted 
reafon,  “  knew  the  judgment  of  God  f  and  univerfally  acknow¬ 
ledged,  with  refped  to  many  ads  of  atrocious  wickednefs, 
“  that  they  who  committed  fuch  things  were  worthy  of 
<(  death/’ 

But  the  facred  records  have  put  this  matter  beyond  all  un¬ 
certainty.  There  “  the  wrath  of  God  is  revealed  from  heaven 
“  againft  all  unrighteoufnefs  and  tingcdlinefs  cf  men  and  a 
curfe  is  denounced  againft  every  one,  without  exception,  who 
continueth  not  in  all  things  which  are  written  in  the  book  of 
a  the  law  to  do  them/’  So  that  a  fentence  is  palled,  and 

ftands  in  force,  againft  every  evil  work  ;  and  the  words  of  Solo¬ 
mon, 
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IBon,  which  I  have  chofen  for  the  fubjed  of  the  following  dif- 
courfe,  reprefent  to  us, — on  the  one  hand ,  the  marvellous  pa« 
tience  of  God  in  fufpending  the  execution  of  his  righteous  fen- 
tence  and,  on  the  other  handy  mens  vile  abufe  of  this  unme¬ 
rited  goodnefs.  Inftead  of  being  led  to  repentance,  they  grow 
bolder  in  fin  ;  and  “  becaufe  fentence  a  gain  ft  their  evil  works 
“  is  not  fpeedily  executed,  therefore  their  heart  is  fully  fet  in 
“  them  to  do  evil*” 

There  is  an  awful  emphafis  in  the  laff  of  thefe  exprellions  : 
it  denotes  the.  extreme  wickednefs  that  fmners  may  arrive  at  ; 
not  only  to  commit  fin  when  alfanlted  with  violent  temptations, 
but  to  make  an  habitual  trade  of  it  ;  nay,  to  employ  thernfelves 
in  it  with  delight.  Their  heart  is  fo  fully  fet  hi  them  to  do  evil , 
that  all  their  faculties  bend  that  way.  Thus  we  read  of  fame 
u  who  drink  iniquity  like  water  •” — 44  who  devife  inifchiefup- 
<i  on  their  beds,  and  fet  thernfelves  in  a  way  that  is  not  good 
nay,  who  put  thernfelves  to  incredible  pains,  and  hard  labour, 
as  it  were,  that  they  may  exceed  in  wickednefs  :  “  they  weary 
u  thernfelves  to  commit  iniquity  and  “  draw  fin'  as  with  a 
u  cart-rope.” 

It  mull  no  doubt  appear  an  incredible  abufe  of  the  divine 
goodnefs  to  pervert  that  patience  which  lhould  lead  men  to  re¬ 
pentance,  into  an  encouragement  to  fin  more  prefumptuoufly  : 
yet  fo  it  hath  been  in  times  pad:  ;  and  there  is  too  juft  caufe  to 
complain,  that  it  continues  to  be  fo  dill.  Indeed,  44  when 
“  God’s  judgments  are  in  the  earth,”  the  inhabitants  thereof4 
do  fometimes  u  learn  righteoufnefs  at  lead,  fo  long  as  the 
rod  lies  heavy  upon  them,  they  may  refrain  from  thofe  fins 
which  they  imagine  have  fubjefled  them  to  it  :  but  no  fooner 
is  the  rod  laid  atide,  than  they  quickly  relapfe  into  their  former 
courfe  of  living,  agreeably  to  what  the  Prophet  Ifaiah  obferves, 
u  Let  favour  be  thewed  to  the  wicked,  yet  will  he  not  learn 
4i  righteoufnefs  :  in  the  land  of  uprightnefs  will  he  deal  un- 
4i  judly,  and  will  not  behold  the  rnajedy  of  the  Lord.”  What 
is  written,  Luke  xii-  45.  is  too  juft  a  pidlure  of  the  temper  and 
practice  of  the  bulk  of  mankind  :  i£  they  fay  in  their  heart, 
44  The  Lord  delayed]  his  coming  ;  and  thereupon  prefume,  to 
iC  heat  their  fellow-fervants,  and  to  eat,  and  drink,  and  to  be 

drunken  yea,  not  the  foolijh  virgins  only,  but  even  the 
wij?,  are  in  danger  of  dumbering,  while  the  bridegroom  tarri- 
eth,  as  we  read  Matth.  xxv.  5. 

There  is  an  unhappy  tendency  in  our  nature  to  forget  God. 
The  heft  find  enough  ado  to  overcome  it  ;  but  the  wicked  give 
■full  fc ope  to  it  ;  and  nothing  but  chaftifeiuent,  fevereand  pref- 

P  d  2  fent 
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etn  chadifemcnt,  will  bring  them  the  length  even  of  a  feigned 
fub million  to  God.  Hence  the  obfervation  is  drawn  that  times 
of  adverfity  have  always  been  mod  friendly  to  religion  •  and 
they  mull  know  little  of  the  hiftory  of  the  world  in  general,  and 
of  their  own  country  in  particular,  who  do  not  agree  in  this  re- 
mark.  National  profperity  is  certainly  mod  defirable  ;  we  re* 
gard  it  as  a  blefting  ;  we  pray  for  the  continuance  of  it  ;  and 
it  is  out  duty  to  do  fo  :  yet  if  we  examine  the  annals  of  former 
times,  and  do  not  turn  away  our  eyes  from  the  real  date  of  our 
own  times,  we  (hall  be  obliged  to  acknowledge,  that  a  calm  is 
often  more  hurtful  than  a  dorm,  both  to  the  church  and  people 
of  God.  True  it  is,  that  arts  and  lciences  flourifh.  and  a  form 
of  godlinefs  may  perhaps  prevail  :  but,  alas  !  the  life  and  pow- 
et  of  it  decay  apace  ;  vices  formerly  unknown  fpring  up  like 
weeds  in  too  rank  a  foil  ;  even  the  bed  are  apt  to  grow  remife 
and  earelefs,  wanton  and  fecure. 

What  I  apprehend  to  be  mod  necelfary  upon  this  fubjeft,  is, 
to  inquire  whence  this  unnatural  abufe  of  the  divine  patience 
proceeds  j  and  to  detedf  fome  of  thofe  falfe  reafonings  by  which 
Tinners  derive  encouragement  to  do  evil,  from  that  very  ex- 

ercife  of  goodnefs  which  ought  to  produce  the  quite  contrary 
cffe£f. 

Now  the  principal  caufes  of  this  abufe,  or  the  deps  whereby 
fmners  arrive  at  the  amazing  pitch  of  wickednefs  defcribed  in 
my  text,  feetn  to  be  thefe  following. 

The  delay  of  puniihment  gradually  weakens  thofe  impref- 
Tons  of,  fear  whereby  the  unpraflifed  (Inner  is  always  alarmed 
at  his  entrance  upon  a  wicked  and  flagitious  courfe  of  life-  No 
man  becomes  utterly  profligate  at  once  :  Confidence  will  re- 
monftrate  to  the  young  tranfgreflor  ;  and  the  druggie  is  oft- 
times  fbarp  and  long  before  this  deputy  of  the  Supreme  Judge 
can  be  wholly  put  to  filence.  It  were  fuperfiuous  to  prove 
v/hat  every  man  feels,  or  at  lead  mud  have  felt,  in  fome  period 
of  his  life.  Depraved  as  we  arc,  fins  of  a  grofier  kind  are  al¬ 
ways  committed  with  fome  relutdance  at  their  fird  commence- 
r»ent,  and  followed  with  remorfe,  aqd  the  dread  of  puniihment  : 
but  when,  after  repeated  aids  of  fin,  the  tranfgrdTor  flill  finds 
himfelf  fafe,  thefe  painful  feelings  abate  by  degrees  ;  the  man 
waxeth  bolder  day  after  day  ;  and  thus  proceeds  from  evil  to 
worfe,  till,  like  Job’s  war-hoi  fe,  he  at  length  “  mocks  at  fear,’9 
and  ruiheth  headlong  in  his  wicked  courfe  without  any  reftraint. 
This  I  take  to  be  the  leading  abufe  of  divine  patience,  which 
paves  the  way  to  every  fubfequent  dep  of  departure  frqm  God, 
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till  the  (inner  arrive  at  the  laft  ftage  of  impiety,  an  heart  fully 
fet  in  him  to  do  evil •  For  as  “  the  fear  of  God  is  the  begin- 
“  ning  of  wisdom  •”  fo  the  want  of  this  fear  may  with  equal 
propriety,  be  (tiled  the  beginning  of  folly,  or  the  introduction 
to  a  wicked  and  profligate  life. 

Haying  got  thus  far,  he  proceeds  to  call  in  queftion  the  cm. 
mjcietice  of  God,  and  to  entertain  feme  hope,  that  his  iniquities 
may  pafs  unobferved.  Of  futh  we  read,  Pf.  lxiv.  5.  “  They 
“  encourage  thenifelves  in  an  evil  matter  5  they  commune  of 
“  ^ying  foares  privily  ;  then  fay.  Who  (hall  fee  us  And 
?f.  x.  1 1 .  “  He  hath  faid  in  his  heart,  God  hath  forgotten  : 
“  b'deth  his  face,  He  will  never  fee  it.”  He  begins  to 

think  that  God  taketh  no  nonce  of  human  affairs  when  vice  paf- 
feth  long  unpuni(hed  ;  and  thence  he  derives  fre(h  courao-e  and 
perfifts  in  his  career  with  growing  intrepidity. 

At  length  he  acquires  the  boldnefs  to.  impugn  the  holinefs  of 
God,  and  to  form  an  idea  of  him  that  (bits  the  corrupt  difpofi. 
tion  of  his  own  heart.  He  endeavours  to  perfuade  himfelf 
that  the  remorfe  he  ufed  to  feel  after  thecommiffion  of  fin,  was’ 
purely  owing  to  the  prejudice  of  education,  and  the  influence 
of  lome  narrow  principles  inftilled  into  his  mind  by  his  Da. 

°r *Utors’  bcfore  he  W2S  capable  of  judging  for  himfelf;  * 

Inis  ltep  to  a  total  degeneracy  is  ftronp-lv  marker?  Pf  i 


nu-  uatcicnee  Decvveen  them,  but  was 
pleafed  with  the  one  as  with  the  other _ 

^  .  1  1  •  •  .  4  • 


>  but  was  every  whit  as  well 


-Dreadful  ahufe 


214 


SERMON  XX, 


he  doth  certainly  refenable  him  in  another  refped  ;  I  almod 
tremble  to  mention  it, — that  he  is  a  lover  of  impurity  ; — nay, 
the  very  patron  and  author  of  fin* 

From  fuch  premifes  as  thefe,  the  determined  fmner,  without 
much  hefitation,  will  eagerly  draw  the  fatal  inference,  t  at 
the  adminidration  of  the  divine  government  lhall  always  con¬ 
tinue  as  it  appears  to  his  darkened  mind  at  prefen t  ;  and  that 
God  doth  neither  mark  iniquity  now,  nor  will  enter  into  judg¬ 
ment  with  fmners  for  it  afterwards.  We  find  the  Pfalmilt  pro- 

_  _  .  —V  a-  —  r  •  /*  V  t  I  1  1 


poling 


a  que  ll  ion, 


Pf.  x*  13.  (i  Wherefore  doth  the  wicked 


44  contemn  God  ?”  which  he  anfwers  thus,  t(  He  hath  faid  in 
“  his  heart,  Thou  wilt  not  require  it.”  One  of  the  molt  emi¬ 
nent  faints  under  the  old  difpenfation,  (as  learn  from  the 
73d  Plalm)  was  almolt  carried  off  his  feet,  upon  obierving  the 
profperity  of  the  wicked,  infomuch  that  he  put  the  quedion, 
44  How  doth  God  know,  and  is  there  knowledge  in  the  Mod: 
44  high  ? — -  Nay,  he  came  the  length  to  fay,  Verily  I  have 
<<  cleanfed  my  heart  in  vain,  and  walhed  my  hands  in  inno- 
14  cence.”  And  if  holy  men  whole  minds  have  been  enlighten¬ 
ed  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  are  thus  apt,  for  a  feafon,  to  fufpeH  the 
wifdom  and  righteoufnefs  of  his  adminidration,  furely  it  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at,  that  wicked  men,  “  whole  hearts  are  harden- 
t£  ed  through  the  deceitfuinefs  of  fin,”  fhould  be  fo  far  deluded 
by  temporal  profperity,  as  to  dream,  that  juftice  lhall  never 
n waken,  and  that  fin  lhall  always  pafs  unpunifhed. 

By  a  progrefs  of  this  kind  do  finners  arrive  at  the  dreadful 
pitch  of  wickednefs  fpoken  of  in  my  text.  When  they  obferve 
that  Sentence  agaznjl  cm  evil  wo?'k  is  uot  fpeedily  executed,  they 
draw  fuch  falle  conclufions  from  it  as  thole  1  have  mentioned, 
till  at  length  every  band  that  fhould  redrain  them  is  broken 
afunder,  and  their  heat' is  become  fully  Jet  in  them  to  do  evil. 

From  this  account  of  the  matter,  you  will  be  able  to  judge 
for  yourfelves,  how  far  you  are  advanced  in  the  road  to  a  to¬ 
tal,  I  had  aim  oft  called  it  an  irrecoverable,  degeneracy.  If  you 
have  made  a  fhift  to  filence  confidence,  or  even  to  render  it 
in  ore  unfeeling  than  formerly  it  hath  been,  you  have  taken  one 
very  wide  and  dangerous  Hep*  Put  as  you  love  your  own  fouls, 
oli  !  take  not  another.  Beware  of  likening  to  any  objections 
againd  the  ctnnijctenccy  the  hohnefy  or  the  jujlice  of  God  . 
for  if  you  do,  in  your  prefent  date  of  fpiritual  deadnefs,  your 
cafe  is  more  hazardous  than  1  ain  able  to  deicribe  ;  yon  aie  not 
far  from  the  deipeiwte  fnuation  of  thole  whole  heart  if  fully  Jet 

in  them  to  do  evil •  A  . 
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And  now,  my  dear  friends,  as  it  is  an  undeniable  truth,  that 
this  abufe  of  the  divine  patience  is  too  frequent  in  our  day,  let 
me  beg  your  attention  for  a  little,  till  I  have  fet  before  you  the 
folly  and  bafenefs  of  fuch  coadud,  and  the  fatal  confcquencss 
with  which  it  mull:  necefTarily  be  attended.  Confider,  then, 

1 y?,  That  to  grow  bolder  in  fin,  becaufe  3’on  are  not  fpeedily 

punilbed,  is  molt JooliJlj  : - for  unlefs  you  have  aflurance 

of  a  full  indemnity,  and  that  fentence  againft  your  evil  works 
ihall  never  be  executed,  your  conduct  is  obviouily  abfurd  and 
irrational.  You  have  long  efcaped  through  the  patience  and 
forbearance  of  God  :  bur  if  you  have  the  retnoteft  fufpicion  that 
judgment  may  one  day  overtake  you  ;  nay,  if  yq,u  are  not  ab. 
folutely  certain,  that  it  never  ihall  ;  upon  what  principle  of 
found  reafon,  can  you  be  eafy  for  one  moment?  You  do  not 
know,  but  that  already  you  have  committed  the  lad  ad  of  wick- 
ednefs  that  God  is  to  tolerate,  and  that  the  next  tra  n  fore  ffiont 
will  bring  down  the  fatal  ftroke,  and  plunge  you  into  remedilefs 
ruin.  You  live  by  a  mere  ad  of  grace  ;  your  fate  depends  upon 
a  reprieve,  which  the  Sovereign  may  protrad  or  ihorten  at  his 
pleafure  5  and  how  mad  is  it  to  prefume  upon  fo  precarious  a 

tenure  ? - Or  if  you  have  conceived  any  hope  of  efcape,  allow 

me  to  aik  you,  upon  what  ground  is  your  hope  built  ? _ It 

would  need  to  be  a  drong  foundation  indeed,  that  is  to  carry  all 

the  weight  you  are  difpofed  to  lay  upon  it. - Have  you  any 

prom ife  or  decl  aration  on  the  part  of  God,  or  any  didate  of 
unprejudiced  reafon,  that  faith  you  ihall  be  fafe  ?  Produce  your 
iecurity  that  we  may  know  it.  If  you  have  nothing  more  to 

fay,  than  that  you  hope  to  efcape,  becaufe  you  wifli  it,  alas  ! _ 

this  is  nothing  to  the  purpofe  :  for  we  read  of  fome  fools  who 
fay  or  wifh  in  their  heart,  there  were  no  God  ;  and  yet  a 
God  there  is,  who  will  prove  a  confuming  fire  to  them.  You 
dare  not  fay,  that  fin  never  was  puniflied  5  for  all  hidory,  both 
facred  and  prophane,  would  contradidyou  :  audit  were  eafy  to 
quote  many  examples  of  finners  who  have  efcaped  as  long,  per¬ 
haps  longer  than  you,  and  yet  have  been  punilhed  at  lad  ;  fo 
that,  unlefs  you  have  fome  thing  altogether  peculiar  to  your- 
lelves,  fome  ipecial  indulgence  which  the  world  hath  never  yet 
beard  of,  your  condud  betrays  the  height  of  madnefs,  a  decree 
of  phrenzy,  which  no  term  of  reproach  can  fully  exprefs. 

2 dly y  It  is  no  lefs  bafe  than  foolilh.  Ingratitude  is  univer* 
Elly  condemned,  and  branded  with  infamy?  We  reckon  it  the 
mark  of  a  bafe  difingenuoua  fpirit,  to  forget  favours  received,  or 
even  to  negled  making  a  proper  return,  when  the  obliged  party 
hath  it  m  his  power  to  do  it  ;  but  if  one  ihall  injure  his  bene- 

fa  dor., 
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he  was  ;ils  benefactor  :  interfering  interefts,  or  felfilh  views 
may  came  unequal  returns  tor  benefits  conferred  ;  but  in  the 
cale  before  us,  there  is  fdmething  entirely  different  from  this, 
e-mners  not  only  injure,  or  rather  attempt  to  injure  their  o-reat- 
eft  bene. actor,  the  God  in  whom  they  live  and  move,  by 
whole  power  and  goodnels  they  are  fupported  every  moment  j 
out  his  goouneiS  to  them  in  times  paft,  and  the  hope  ofits  con¬ 
tinuance,  are  the  very  things  that  embolden  them  to  offend 
him  ;  and  “  bscaufe  fentence  againft  their  evil  works  is  not 
fpeedily  executed,  therefore  their  heart  is  fully  fet  in  them  to  db 
“  eviL”  Devils  may  be  capable  of  this,  hut  guilty  of  it  they  are 

not  ;  their  forlorn  condition  hath  put  it  beyond  their  reach  ; _ * 

the  immediate  execution  of  the  doom  they  had  incurred,  afford¬ 
ed  them  no  opportunity  of  trampling  upon  the  mercy  of  God  : 
lo  that,  with  regard  to  the  aSi  of  fin,  we  plainly  exceed  them 
in  this  refpeft.  Q  that  men  could  be  brought  to  view  their 
conduct  in  its  true  light,  I  am  fure  they  would  loath  and  abhor 
themfelves  on  account  of  it.  To  burden  God's  patience,  be- 
caufe  it  is  great  ;  to  load  him  with  infults,  becaufe ,  out  of 
pity  to  us,  he  is  flow  in  relenting  them  ;  to  harden  our  hearts 
by  that  very  mercy  which  fhould  diffolve  and  foften  them 
tins  is  worfe  than  devilifh  ;  there  is  fomething  in  this  fo  per- 
verfe,  fo  monftrous,  lo  unnatural,  that  one  would  be  tempted 
to  fufpeft,  that  fome  malicious  flanderer  of  human  nature  had 
forged  the  accufation,  were  we  not  all  confcious  of  the  truth 
of  it,  and  more  or  Jels  convi&ed  of  this  horrid  bafenefs  by  the 

teftimony  of  our  own  corifciences. - Thefe  conliderations, 

methinks,  Ihould  be  fufficient  to  deter  us  from  burthening  the 


patience  of  God  any  more, 
the  •* 


But  I  have  further  to  add,  iri 


3 d  place,  That  the  confequences  of  this  abufe  lhall,  in  theif- 

lue,  be  moA  fatal  to  the  finner  himlelf. - You  cannot  defeat 

the  purpofes  of  God,  nor  impair  his  glory  in  any  degree  :  the 
weapons  of  your  rebellion  mult  recoil  upon  yourfelves  ;  for 
God  will  be  magnified  in  them  that  peril!),  as  well  as  admired 
in  thole  who  are  laved.  As  the  juliice  of  his  nature  renders 
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his  mercy  more  wonderful,  fo  mercy  abufed  will  make  jufiice  to 
(hine  forth  with  greater  fplendor.  Sinners  rnpft  {land  i’peech- 
lefs  before  the  judgment  feat,  and  ihall  find  nothing  to  plead 
in  their  own  defence,  when  the  judge  ihall  fay  to  them,  “  Ye 
u  would  not  come  unto  me,  that  you  might  have  life*’*  Long 
did  Iftand  at  the  door  and  knock,  loudly  did  I  call  upon  you 
to  turn  and  live  ;  but  ye  fee  at  nought  all  my  counfel,  and 
would  have  none  of  my  reproof  ;  therefore  now  eat  the  fruit  of 

your  own  doings,  and  fill  yourfejves  with  your  own  devices. _ 

Becaufe,  when  l  caiied,  ye  refufed  ;  when  I  flretched  out  my 
hand,  ye  did  not  regard  ;  therefore  do  I  laugh  ac  your  calami¬ 
ty,  and  mock  when  your  fear  cometh,  and  leave  you  to  inherit 
that  wrath  which  you  treafured  up  for  yourfelves,  while  mercy 
courted  your  acceptance,  but  did  not  prevail. 

Thus  far  have  [  jfpoken  for  the  conviction  and  reproof  of 
thofe  who  have  hitherto  been  abuflng  the  divine  patience  in  the 
manner  deferibed  in  my  text  :  and  if  fuch  tranfgreffors  flill  re¬ 
main  unmoved,  it  is  not  becaufe  the  confiderations  I  have  iu<rm 
gelled  want  weight,  but  becaufe  they  Want  feeling.  May  the 
exalted  Prince  and  Saviour,  who  alone  can  give  the  (pint  and 
grace  of  repentance,  “  open  their  eyes,  and  turn  them  from 
^  darknefs  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God 
that  they  may  receive  forgiyenefs  of  fins,  and  inheritance 
among  them  which  are  fa  notified  through  faith  that  is  in 
him.” 

Upon  the  whole,  let  each  of  us  give  unto  God  the  glory  of 
his  patience,  and  acknowledge,  with  humble  gratitude  his 
fparing  mercy  towards  himfelf  in  particular.  O  my  friends  * 

with  what  multiplied  provocations  are  we  all  chargeable  ? _ 

Let  us  pitch  upon  the  mod  innocent  day  of  our  life  flnce  we 
came  to  the  full  exerciie  of  rcafon,  and  fay?  d  we  dare,  that 
weafe  willing  to  have  edr  final  date  determined  by  the  beha¬ 
viour  of  that  one  day,  according  to  the  meafure  of  lerfal  juf* 
tice.  Can  confciegce  remind  us  of  nothing  that  needs  foro-ive. 
nefs  or  pardoning  mercy  >  Surely  none  of  "us  will  be  fo  fedy 
as  to  fay  this  :  our  own  hearts  do,  and  mud  condemn  us 
h°w  guilty  then  m uft  we  appear  in  the  fight  of  that  God  who 
is  greater  than  our  heart,  and  knowetlr  all  things?  Were  we 
chargeable  with  nothing  worfe  than  oinifions  of  duty,  yet 
thefe  alone  might  juttiy  have  flopped  the  current  of  his  bent  fence 
nay  brought  down  his  wrathupon  fuch  unfaithful  and  negifeiH 
Servants ;  but  when  to  thefe  we  add  our  many  fins  of  cominiihon 
our  fins  againfl  knowledge,  coifviclion,  and  reproof,  how  exeat  is 
their  amount  ?  how  heinous  their  dement  ?  How  aitouhhiir- 
Vol.  I.  r  £  e  N 
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then  is  the  patience  of  God  !  The  faints  in  heaven  are  amazed  at 
“  it:  the  fouls  of  them  that  were  (lain  for  the  teflimony  which 
“  they  held/’  who  are  better  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  God, 
and  the  order  of  his  government,  than  we  can  be,  are  represented 
in  the  book  of  the  Revelation,  ch-  vi.  io,  as  exprdling  the  great- 
eft  lurprife  at  the  flownefs  of  his  wrath  ;  nay,  as  being  at  a  lofk 
to  reconcile  his  patience  with  his  holme fs  and  truth.  u  They 
u  cry  with  a  loud  voice,  laying,  How  long,  Q  Lord,  holy  and 
*f  and  true,  dolt  thou  not  judge,  and  avenge  our  blood  on  them 
“  that  dwell  on  the  earth  ?  And  it  can  be  owing  to  nothing 
but  the  groheff  infenfibilky,  if  our  hearts  are  not  filled  with 
amazement  at  thofe  treafures  of  mercy  which  have  already  been 
expended  upon  us,  and  the  overflowings  of  that  goodnefs  by 
which  we  are  at  this  moment  fupported  and  preferved.  How 
many  of  our  companions  have  long  ago  been  fummoned  away 
to  receive  their  doom  ?  yet  we  fhll  live  in  the  arms  of  mercy. 
How  often  has  death  been  prefen  ted  to  our  view,  and  the  fen- 
tence  (in  our  apprehenlion)  juft  ready  to  he  executed,  Cut  down 
this  cumber  er  of  the  ground  ;  when  lo  !  mercy  interpofed,  and 
prevailed  for  a  farther  refpite  and  trial  ?  What  (hall  we  fay 
then  ?  “  He  is  God  and  not  man  :  and  therefore  it  is  that  we 

«  are  not  confumed.” - - O  let  our  fouls,  and  all  that  is 

within  us,  be  ftirred  up  to  blefs  him,  becaufe  he  is  good,  and 
hath  not  executed  fentence  againftour  multiplied  offences. 

Let  convinced  finners,  in  particular,  take  encouragement 
from  the  patience  and  long- fullering  of  God.  It  is  one  of  the 
deadly  artifices  of  the  adverfary,  who  continually  “  goeth  about 
“  feekinp’  whom  lie  may  devour,”  to  difeourage  the  newly- 
awakened  foul,  by  whifpering,  that  the  feafon  of  mercy  is  pall, 
that  the  door  is  lliut,  and  he  is  come  too  late*  But  be  not  dif- 
xnayed,  you  are  on  the  way  to  the  fountain  of  love  and  grace  ; 
go  on,  and  ypn  (hall  find  more  than  it  is  poilible  for  you  to  con¬ 
ceive.. _ — You  are  going  to  him,  “  who  came  to  feek  and 
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to  favethat  which  was  loft  that  good  Shepherd  who  laid 
down  his  life  for  the  fheep,  by  whofe  merit  and  interceffion 
vou  have  been  kept  alive  to  this  hour;  who  invites  the  chief  of 
finners  to  come  to  him  :  and  hath  exprefsly  laid,  “  Him  that 
a  cometh  to  me,  I  will  in  no  wife  caft  cut.”  He  is  “  the  Lamb 
it  cf  God/?  rneeknefs  and  gentienefs  itfelf-  — “  He  will  not 
16  break  the  bruifed  reed,  nor  quench  the  fmcking  flax.”  Did 
he  fpare  you,  while  your  heart  was  as  hard -as  a  ilone  ?— and 
will  he  deftroy  you,  when,  by  the  convincing  influences  of  his 
spirit,  it  is  foitened,  nay,  broken,  with  forrow  ?— Jmpof- 
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fible  ! - Go  forward  into  his  prefence  *,  call  yourfelf  at  Ins 

feet ;  implore  his  prote&ion  ;  and  as  God  liveth,  tby  fool  fhall 
be  fafe. 

To  conclude,  The  patience  of  God  affords  the  (Irongefl  con- 
folation  to  thole  who  are  already  reconciled  to  him  through  the 
great  Mediator.  He  who  waited  fo  long  upon  you,  and  at 
length  gained  your  confent,  will  moll  aiTuredly  keep  you,  and 
per  fed!  his  own  work  in  your  complete  falvation-  The  mercy 
he  is  (till  exercifing  towards  enemies,  teacheth  his  friends  what 
they  may  lawfully  hope  to  receive.  Great  are  your  privileges  ; 
but,  at  the  fame  time,  great  and  manifold  are  your  obligations- 
Hath  much  been  forgiven  you  ?  then  you  ought  to  love  the 
more,  and  to  lhew  the  truth  and  fervour  of  love,  by  an  unre- 
ierved  refpe£t  to  all  his  commandments.  “  Be  followers  of 
“  God,  as  dear  children.*’  Remember  that  nothing  is  moie 
unfeemly,  nothing  more  ofFenlive,  than  the  provocations  of  fons 
and  of  daughters.  “  See,  then,  that  ye  walk  circumfpedlly, 
“  not  as  fools,  but  as  wife  and  let  the  fame  goodnefs  which 
led  you  to  repentance,  be  continually  prefent  to  your  minds, 
that  under  its  fweet,  but  powerful  influence,  you  may  bring 
forth  in  rich  abundance,  all  thofe  fruits  of  righteoufnefs,  which 
e  ^7  Jefus  Ghrift;  to  thepraife  and  glory  of  God.  Amen - 
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We  preach  not  our  [elves,  hut  Chrifi  Jefus  the  lord  ;  and  our 

Jelva  you,  Servants,  Sorj.efus  Sake. 


HENt  God  defended  upon  Sinai  to  give  laws  to  his  an- 
_  cient  people  Ifrae],  the  awful  tokens  of  his  prefence  the 
thundering.,,  and  lightnings,  the  found  of  the  trumpet,  and  the 
lmoking  of  the  mountain,  ftruck  the  whole  camp  with  fuch  con- 
Iternanon  and  dread,  that  they  were  contained  to  remove 
and  Hand  afar  ofF.  They  could  not  bear  the  exceeding  Juitre 
of  his  glory,  notwithftanding  the  thick  darkuefs  with  which  it 
was  veiled  ;  and  therefore  addrejs  Mofes  in  thefe  remarkable 
words  :<£  Speak  thou  with  us,  and  we  will  hear  ;  but  let  not 
‘  God  fpeak  with  us,  left  we  die.”  From  which  authentic 
piece  of  facred  hiftory,  we  may  juftly  conclude,  that  our  nature 
)S  too  weak,  in  its  prefent  ftate,  to  fuftam  an  immediate  inter- 
courie  with  the  Deity  :  For  which  caul'e,  God,  in  gieat  con- 

deicenuon,  is  pleafed  to  fpeak  to  us  by  men  like  ouri'elves  ; _ 

that,  on  the  one  haijd,  we  may  not  want  the  benefit  of  his  in. 
ltrucdon  ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  that  we  may  not  be  over. 

powered  by  the  too  dazzling  fplendour  and  maiefty  of  the 
i  eacher.  “  ■ 

Under  the  old  difpenfation,  befides  the  dated  miniders  of  re. 
ligion,  Qod,  4t  at  fundry  times, 5’  lent  extraordinary  meflen- 
gers  on  fpecrjj  errands  to  the  Jewifti  church;  furniflijng  them 
"Afith  fuch  credentials  of  their  million,  as  were  diffident  to  con¬ 
vince  that  highly  favoured  people,  that  they  came  from  God  5 
and  confequemly,  that  in  every  thing  relative  to  their  particular 
medhge  fo  aiteded,  they  were  bound  to  hearken  to  them  as  un¬ 
to  God  himfelf - 1  his  we  have  no  warrant  to  look  for 

under  the  golpel  ;  J  he  whole  couufel  of  God,  lo  far  as  it  re- 
gai  ds  the  children  of  men,  is  clearly  revealed,  and  committed 
to  writing.  Nothing  is  to  be  added  to  it,  or  taken  from  it  ; 
nay,  could  it  be  fuppofed  that  an  angel  were  to  come  from  hea¬ 
ven,  and  puhiifh  any  thing  that  differed  from,  or  even  that 

-  .  was 

Preached  at  the-  introduction  of  the  Reverend  Mr,  Charles  Stuart  to  the 
church  ot  Cramond,  the  Sabbath  after  his  ordination,  177,3. 
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was  not  already  expreffed  in  the  Scripture  record,  inftead  of 
our  being  obliged  to  give  him  a  hearing,  we  are  told,  that  he 
himfelf  would  44  be  accurfed”  for  fo  doing. 

Neverthelefs,  that  this  complete  and  finilhed  revelation  might 
lack  no  advantage,  and  that  all  excufe  might  be  taken  away 
from  thole  who  ihould  either  contemn  or  counteract  its  dic¬ 
tates,  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrilt,  44  God  manifefted  in  the  fiefb,,> 
the  great  44  Apoitle,  and  High  Fried  of  our  profeilion,” 
initituted  the  ordinance  of  a  gofpel-miniitry,  and  committed  to 
men  the  word  of  reconciliation,  charging  them  to  proclaim,  in 
the  ears  of  their  brethren,  u  all  the  words  of  this  life/’  which 
are  already  delivered  in  writing  to  the  church  ;  with  a  speci¬ 
al  promile,  that  in  the  faithful  difcharge  of  this  important  trulf, 

44  he  will  be  with  them  always,  even  unto  the  end  of  the 
**  world.”  And  to  add  greater  weight  to  their  holy  miniftra- 
tions,  he  hath  exprelsly  declared,  that  the  doctrines  and  pre¬ 
cepts  of  his  word,  which  they  publiih  in  his  name,  are  to  be 
received  with  the  fame  meeknefs  and  fubmilfion  as  if  they  were 
lpoken  immediately  by  his  own  bleffed  mouth  :  Luke  x*  1 6. 

44  He  that  heareth  you,  heareth  me  ;  and  he  that  defpifech 
44  you,  clefpifeth  me  ;  and  he  that  defpifeth  me,  ciefpileth  him 
i(  that  lent  me.”  I  am  lenfible,  that  loine  proud  ambitious 
churchmen  have,  u  with  great  fwelling  words  of  vanity,” 
magnified  their  office  beyond  what  is  meet  ; — laying  claim  to 
that  kind  of  precedence  which  belongs  to  high  rank,  or  other 
worldly  diltinCtions,  which  men  have  deviled  for  the  benefit  or 
embellilhment  of  civil  iociety.  But  this  is  only  a  falfe  bla2on, 
that  doth  by  no  means  fait  the  mimfterial  character. — 44  Be  not 
44  ye  called  Rabbi,”  faith  the  bleffed  Jefus  ;  4‘  lor  one  is  your 

44  matter,  even  Chriil,  and  all  ve  are  brethren.” - ‘‘  W  ho- 

44  ever  is  great  among  you,  let  him  be  your  minifter  ;  even  as 
“  the  Son  of  man  came  not  to  be  niiniftered  unto,  but  to  mi- 
“  nilter,  and  to  give  his  life  a  ranfom  for  many.”  Your  true 
dignity  conlilts  in  your  ulefulnefs  ;  and  he  that  Loops  lowed: 
for  the  good  of  others,  is  higheft  in  my  efteem.  Worldly 
pomp  doth  only  tarnifh  the  glo»y  of  my  fervants,  as  it  cannot  - 
conlift  with  thofe  lelf-denying  duties  which  belong  to  their  em¬ 
ployment.  Do  you  reckon  you? delves  molt  honoured,  not  when 
men  give  you  title  and  place,  but  when  they  hearken  to  the  in¬ 
fir  uCt  ions  you  receive  from  me,  and  embrace  the  faving  mef- 

iage  with  which  I  have  entrufled  you. - This,  though  in 

words  lomewbat  different,  is,  in  my  apprehenfion,  a  genuine 
and  lummary  account  of  what  our  Saviour  taught  the  hr  ft  mi. 
pifiersof  his  church,  with  regard  to  the  nature  and  end  of  their 

office 
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office*  And  the  language  of  Paul,  in  the  paffage  before  us,  is 
Qbviouily  formed  upon  this  original  conftuution  :  We  preach 

not  ourfewes,  but  Chrijl  jfefus  the  Lord ,  and  ourfelves  your  fer- 
vants  for  Jefus  fake, 

_^rom  aQ  example  of  fuch  unqueftionable  authority,  we  may 
jufuy,  and  without  hefitation,  conclude,  that  to  preach  Chriji 
Jefus  the  Lord ,  is  the  diftinguilhing  charafleriftic  and  pro¬ 
per  employment  of  a  golpel  minifter.  And  this  is  the  obferva- 
non  which  I  propofe  to  illuftrate  in  the  following  difcourfe. 

It  may  be  affirmed  with  truth,  that  lomething  concerning 
Chi  iff  hath  been  the  principal  fubjeft  of  every  revelation  that 
camelrcrn  God,  downward  from  the  original  promife  made  to 
our  firlfc  parents,  that  the  feed  of  the  womaji  fhouid  hruife  the 

head  of  the fer pent.- - — The  Apoltle  Jude  informs  us,  that 

**  Euocn,  the  ieventh  from  Adam,”  “  prophelied  of  thefe 
things,  faying,  Behold  rhe  Lord  cometh  with  ten  thoufands 
4C  OI  ^ls  faints,  to  execute  judgment  upon  all*”  Mofes  fpake 
of  him  wnen  he  laid  unto  the  lathers,  (i  A  prophet  fhall  the 
4‘  Lord  your  God  raiie  up  unto  you,  of  your  brethren,  like  un¬ 
to  me  :  him  lhall  ye  hear  in  all  things  whatfoever  he  lhall 

lay  unto  you.” - All  the  extraordinary  meflengers  under 

the  old  difpenlation,  were  rai fed  up  by  God  for  this  very  pur- 
pole,  to  fortel  the  coming  of  the  prornifed  Meffiah,  and,  by  the 
doctrine  of  repentance,  gradually  to  prepare  the  world  to  re¬ 
ceive  him-  I  he  words  of  Peter  to  Cornelius  are  clear  and 
ilrong  upon  this  head.  Ads  x.  43.  u  To  him  give  all  the 
prophets  wirnefs,  that  through  his  name,  wholoever  believ- 
iC  eth  in  him,  fhall  receive  remiffion  of  fins.”  This,  he  tells 
us  was  the  fubjeft  of  their  own  mod  delightful  inquiry  ;  1  Pet. 
n  to.  44  Of  this  LI  vation  the  prophets  have  inquired  and 
tl  fearched  diligently,  who  prophelied  of  the  grace  that  ffiould 
iC  come  unto  you  :  fearching  what,  or  what  manner  of  time, 
the  fpint  of  Chnft  which  was  in  them  did  fignify,  when  ic 
teffified  beforehand  the  luflferings  of  Chrilt,  and  the  glory 
“  that  fhouid  follow.” 

And  if  Chrill  was  an  object  of  fuch  importance  to  thofe  who 
lived  before  his  manifeftarion  in  the  flefh,  it  cannot  furprife  us 
to  find,  that  they  who  could  teflify  that  he  was  come ,  and  had 
finifhed  the  work  that  was  given  him  to  do,  fhouid  in  all  their 
writings  and  difcourfes  dwell  upon  him  as  their  conftant  and 
moffc  delightful  theme.  The  author  of  this  epifile  informs  the 
Corinthians,  that  “  he  determined  not  to  know  any  thing 

£i  among  them,  but  Jefus  Chrift  and  him  crucified*’’ - And 

elle where,  he  faith:  that i(  he  counted  all  things  but  lols  for 
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tf  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Jefus  Chrift.his  Lord.5-’ 
This  was  “  that  chofen  veflel,”  whom  the  Lord  converted  in 
a  miraculous  way,  and  fent  forth  to  bear  his  name  before  the 
Gentiles,  and  kings,  and  children  of  Ifrael ;  and  his  zeal  and 
fidelity  in  executing  his  truft,  appear  evidently  from  his  writ¬ 
ing's.  He  made  Chriftthe  foundation  of  all  his  ferinons,  as  we 
read  i  Cor.  iii-  10,  tx.  “  i  have  laid  the  foundation,  and 
“  another  buildeth  thereon.  Bat  let  every  one  take  heed  how  he 
i(  buildeth.  For  other  foundation  can  no  man  lay  than  that  which 

is  laid,  which  is  Jefus  Chriji  intimating,  in  the  Itrong- 
efl  manner,  that  all  preaching  which  doth  not  refer  to  Chrifi, 
and  lead  to  him,  is  like  building  a  caftie  upon  the  loofe  fand, 
which  may  pleafe  the  fancy  for  a  little,  bet  as  it  wants  a  foun¬ 
dation,  will  foon  tumble  down,  to  the  equal  difgrace  and  hurt 
of  the  builder.  And  as  Chriji  was  the  foundation,  fo  was  he 
like  wife  the  end  of  his  preaching  ;  and  not  of  his  only,  but  of 
all  his  brethren  in  the  apoftlelhip,  and  fellow. labourers  in  the 
liiiniftry  ;  as  is  fully  exprefTed  in  the  text  ;  We  preach  not 
ourf'elves ,  hut  Chriji  JeJus  the  Lord ,  and  ourf elves  your  fer- 
*, vantsfor  jefus  fake*  We  feek  riot  to  advance  our  own  credit 
and  intereft  ;  our  foie  aim  is  to  render  jefus  great  and  amiable 
in  your  effeem  ;  and  we  defire  to  be  conlklered  in  no  other 
light,  than  as  your  miniflers  or  fervants  for  jefus  fake. 

But  what  are  we  to  underffand  by  preaching  Chriji  /  This 
queftion  I  lhall  endeavour  to  anfwer  in  the  firft  place  : — -after 
which  I  fhall  thew,  that  this  is  the  proper  employment  and  dif- 
tinguifhing  characlerifcic  of  a  gofpel-minifler  ;  and  then  conclude 
the  fubjeft  with  fame  practical  improvement. 

I  begin  with  anfwering  the  queftion,  What  are  we  ro  un- 
derftand  by  preaching  Chriji  Jefus  the  Lord  ? 

if,  It  plainly  imports,  that  we  make  Chrift  the  principal 
fubje&  of  our  fermons. 

It  is  by  no  means  fufficient  that  we  fpeak  of  him  occafionally  : 
we  ought  of  fet  purpofe  to  unfold  the  feripture  doftrines  con¬ 
cerning  him,  that  men  may  be  acquainted  both  with  his  perfon 
and  undertaking,  and  have  clear  and  enlarged  views  of  that 
glorious  Deliverer,  to  whoYn  they  are  indebted  tor  all  that 
they  poOTefs  in  a  prefent  world,  and  for  all  they  hope  to  enjoy 
in  the  next.  In  particular,  we  ought  frequently  to  remind 
our  hearers,  that  he  who  came  to  feek  and  to  lave  la  it  tin¬ 
ners  of  mankind,  is  “  the  beloved  and  only  begotten  Son  of 
“  God/’  “  the  hrightnefs  of  the  Father’s  glory,  and  the  ex- 
u  prefs  image  of  his  perfon  “  that  Word  which  in  the  be- 
“  ginning  was  with  God,  and  was  God,  by  whom  all  things 
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were  made,  mid  without  whom  was  nor  any  thing  made  thtf 
is  made  1  hat  in  order  to  pu'rc hale  redemption  for  us,  he' 
condefeended  to  become  the  Son  of  man;  or,  in  the  emphaticaf 
janguage  of  tne  noly  Spirit,  that  “  the  word  was  made  flelh,** 
andafTumed  our  nature  into  a  perfonal  union  with  his  own  Di- 
\iuu.ty  :  I  hat  this  incarnate  Word,  or  God  manifefted  in  the 
iiefn,  after  he  had  publiilied  a  moil  pure  and  perfect  law,  and 
exhibited  an  example  of  equal  and  abfolute  perfedion,  at 
length  laid  down  his  life  as  a  true  and  proper  facrifke,  to"  £u 
t.sfy  the  juftice  of  God,  and  to  expiate  the  guilt  of  an  elect 
world  :  That  having  t  hus  made  his  foul  aj^offering  for  fin, ,  he 
loon  after  triumphed  over  death,  and  him  that  had  the'  power 
of  death,  by  nfmg  from  the  grave,  and  afeending  tohis  Father’s 
ngut  hand,  vvhere  uc  now  litteth  as  a  pried  upon  his  throne, inter- 
ceding  for  his  people,  and  difpenfing  thofe  gifts  which  he  pur- 
c haled  with  iiis  biood  ;  from  whence  he  fhallcome  again  in  the 
chtii after  or  juGge  taxing  vengeance  upon  them  that  obey  not 
his  gofpel,  “  to  be  glorified  and  admired  in  thofe  that  believe,” 
and  to  complete  the  conlolalion  and  joy  of  his  faints.  Thefe 
i.mpoi  tant  truths  ought  to  be  fully  explained  and  repeatedly  in» 
lilted  upon  :  “  For  this  is  life  eternal,  to  know  the  only  true 
“  God,  and  Jefus  Chrift,  whom  he  hath  fent.” _ The  na¬ 

tures  and  offices  of  our  great  Redeemer,  the  glory  of  his  God¬ 
head,  the  merit  of  his  blood,  and  the  efficacy  of  his  Spirit  ; _ - 

the  confutation  of  that  covenant  whereof  he  is  mediator,  wkh 
all  the  promifes  thereof,  which  are  exceeding  great  and  precious  • 
and  efpeciaiJy  the  way  or  manner  in  which  guilty  polluted 
creatures  are  vitally  united  to  this  all  fufficient  Saviour,  who, 
u  of  God,  is  made  unto  them  wifdom  and  righreoufnefs,  and 
“  iandification,  and  redemption  Thefe,  and  other  dodrines 
conneded  with  them,  are  as  neceflary  to  the  fouls  of  men,  nay 
infinitely  more  lo,  than  food  is  to  their  bodies.  Oiher  things 
perhaps  are  definable  to  be  known  ;  but  thefe  mull  be  known, 
or  people  are  undone  for  ever  :  and  therefore  none  can  be  laid 
to  preach  Chrijl  who  overlook  thefe  important,  thefe  efTenUui 
truths,  or  treat  them  in  a  carelefs  fuperficial  manner. 

idly,  To  preach  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord  is  to  handle  every 
other  fubjed  of  difeourfe  in  fuch  a  way  as  to  keep  Chrift  con¬ 
tinually  in  the  eye  of  our  hearers.  We  muft  acknowledge 
him  as  the  author  of  the  truths  we  deliver,  and  im  Drove  them 
fo  as  to  lead  men  to  him.  It  is  not  fufficient  that  we  pnblifli 
the  laws  of  Chrift,  unlels  we  publifh  them  as  his  laws,  and 
prefs  obedience  to  them  by  thofe  motives  and  arguments  which 
are  peculiar  to  his  gofpel,  in  recommending  the  preat  duties 

of 
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•f  morality,  we  fhould  reprefent  them  as  the  genuine  effects  and 
proper  evidences  of  faith  in  Chrift,  and  love  to  God  ;  directing 
our  hearers  at  the  fame  time  to  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  for  adift- 
ance,  and  to  his  merit  for  the  acceptance  of  all  their  fer  vices  : 
and  after  all,  we  ftp  11  Id  remind  them,  that  as  they  are  at  beft 
“  unprofitable  fervants,”  inftead  of  depending  upon  any  thing 
done  by  them,  as  the  ground  of  their  juftffication,  in  whole  or 
in  part,  they  muft  renounce  all  confidence  in  the  flefn,  anti  leek 
to  be  found  in  Chrift  alone  ;  “  not  having  their  own  righteouf- 
**  nefs,  but  that  which  is  through  the  faith  of  Chrift,  even  the 

righteoufnefs  which  is  of  God  by  faith.” 

Thefe  are  not  trivial  circumftances,  as  Come  reprefent  them 
to  be  :  on  the  contrary,  they  are  effentialto  the  right  preaching 
of  Chrift;  and  if  they  be  omitted,  I  can  eallly  conceive  it  pod- 
ble  for  a  minifter  to  preach  all  his  life  long  upon  the  moral  pre¬ 
cepts  of  Christianity,  without  any  other  effect,  than  to  lead  his 
people  away  from  the  Saviour,  and  to  carry  them  hoodwinked 
into  everlafting  perdition*  The  Apoftlesof  our  Lord,  and  they 
furely  are  the  beft  and  moil  approved  patterns  for  our  imita¬ 
tion,  introduced,  upon  all  occafions,  the  peculiar  doctrines  of 
Chriftianity,  both  into  their  difcotirfea  and  epiftles  ;  and  never 
failed  to  prefs  the  duties  they  eujoned  by  thofe  regards  which 
are  due  to  Chrift  himfelf*  Thus,  humility  and  felf.denial  are 
recommended  by  the  ldwlinefs  and  patience  of  Chrift  :  Chaf- 
tity  is  enforced  by  this  confideration,  “  that  our  bodies  are  the 
((  members  of  Chrift,  and  the  temples  of  his  Spirit.”  We  are 
exhorted  to  abound  in  alms-deeds,  “  becaufe  Chrift  for  our 

fakes  became  poor,”  and  m  teftimony  of  our  thankfulnefs  to 
God  “  for  his  unfpeakable  gift.”  Huibands  are  charged  to 
love  their  wives,  “  as  Chrift  loved  his  church  :”  and  fervants 
are  commanded  to  be  faithful  and  diligent,  u  that  they  may 
**  adorn  the  doctrine  of  God  their  Saviour.”  In  lliort,  Chrift 
is  fo  deeply  engraved  upon  every  moral  precept  in  the  New- 
Teftament  writings,  that  we  muft  read  his  name  upon  every 
duty  ;  nay,  we  cannot  efface  his  name,  without  debafmg,  or 
rather  vitiating,  the  duty  itfelf,  and  calling  away  the  molt  pow¬ 
erful  inducement  to  the  practice -of  it*  I  therefore  fuel,  that  to 
preach  Chrift,  is  not  only  to  publifh  what,  the  Scripture*  lay 
concerning  him,  but  likewife  to  handle  every  other  iiibje<ft  of 
difeourfe  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  keep  Chrift  continually  in  the 
eye  of  our  hearers  ;  and  they  whofe  fchemes  of  religion  do  not 
admit  of  this,  may  be  allured,  without  any  further  exami¬ 
nation,  that  their  fchemes  differ  widely  from  the  go  fool  of 
Chrift. 

Vol*  I*  F  f  ^uY/, 
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3Jfa  To  Preach  Ch"Jl  Jefus  the  Lord,  is  to  make  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  his  kingdom,  and  the  falvation  of  men,  the  foie 
aim  of  our  preaching.  W e  muft  not  leek  our  own  glory,  hut 
the  glory  of  him  who  fent  us.  If  we  fcrve  ourfeives,  we  muft 
rewaid  ourfeJvesas  we  can.  Such  only  can  look  for  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  Chrift,  who  make  the  honour  of  his  name,  and  the 
nappinefs  of  mankind,  the  ultimate  end  of  all  their  miniffra- 
tions.  They  that  ulurp  the  facred  office  from  interefled  views, 
or  merely  to  gain  a  fubfiftence  in  a  prefcnt  world,  willfind  in  the 
ifiue,  that  they  have  turned  the  belt  and  moft  falutary  employ¬ 
ment  into  a  very  bad  trade,  and  only  intitled  themfelves  to 
more  and  heavier  ftripes  when  the  chief  ihepherd  ihall  appear. 

We  are  ambaffadors  for  Chrift,”  faith  our  Apoftle  ‘at  the 
20th  verfe  of  the  following  chapter,  “  as  though  God  did  be- 
“  leech  you  by  us,  we  pray  you  in  Chrift’s  Head,  he  ye  recon¬ 
ciled  to  God*  9  This  is  our  proper  bufinefs,  the  errand  upon 
which  we  are  fent.  The  glory  of  God,  and  the  falvation  of 
men,  are  the  great  and  good  ends  of  the  paftoral  office  $  and  he 
who  lofeth  fight  of  thcfe,  or  propofeth  any  end  that  is  differ¬ 
ent  from  them,  may  acquire  the  reputation  of  a  learned,  an 
ingenious,  or  an  eloquent  orator,  but  cannot  be  ftylcd  a preacheif 
of  Chrijl • — This  will  further  appear  from  the 

Second  thing  propofed  :  which  was  to  fhew,  That  preaching 
Chrijl  is  the  proper  bufinefs,  and  the  diftinguifhing  chara&er- 
iftic,  of  a  g*fpel  minifter. 

Can  any  thing  be  more  reafonable,  than  that  they  who  pro- 
fefs  to  derive  their  authority  from  C  hr  iff,  fhould  make  him  the 
principal  fubjeft  cf  their  fermons,  and  recommend  him  to  the 
elfeern  and  love  of  their  hearers  ?  And,  on  the  other  hand,  can 
any  tiling  be  more  unre&lbnable,  can  any  thing  be  more  unjuft, 
than  a (Tu me  the  character  of  his  rneffengers,  while  they  lel- 
dom  or  never  mention  his  name  ;  or  fpeak  of  him  in  Inch  a 
way,  as  rather  tends  to  breed  contempt  of  him,  than  to  render 
him  precious  to  the  fouls  of  men  ?  But,  what  1  would  chiefly 
obferve  is,  that  preaching  Chrijl  Jefus  the  Lord ,  is  the  great 
means  which  God  hath  appointed  for  the  conversion  and  final 
falvation  of  Tinners  ;  and  therefore  it  is  not  only  highly  rtafon- 
able,  but  abfolutely  neceffary  :  and  they  are  cruel  to  men,  as 
well  as  unfaithful  to  God,  who  do  not  make  confidence  of  this 
important  duty.  Ledlures  upon  morality  may  be  of  ufe  to  re¬ 
train  men  from  fcandalous  fins,  but  it  is  the  gofpel  alone  that 
can  j’ave  a  (inner.  A  preacher,  by  difcourfing  well  upon  the 
duties  that  belong  to  f elf  •government  and  rightconfncfs ,  may 

correct 
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correct  many  outward  diforders  in  the  life,  and  produce  fach  a 
change  in  the  heart  itfelf,  as  to  convert  thofe  into  men,  who 
formerly  were  depraved  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  differed 
very  little  from  the  brutes  that  perifh.  But  after  they  become f 
men,  the  greateft  change  doth  ftill  remain  :  thole  men  muff  be 
converted  into  faints  ;  they  muff  be  changed  into  the  divine 
image  ;  their  very  nature  muff  be  renewed,  before  they  can  be 
meet  for  the  enjoyment  of  God  :  “  Except  a  man  be  bom 
4‘  again,  he  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven  f  and  it 
is  the  gofpel  alone  which  the  Spirit  renders  powerful  for  pro¬ 
ducing  this  effeft.  Morality  grows  out  of  faith  in  Chriff,  as  the 
branches  grow  from  the  (lock*  Tins,  and  this  only,  is  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  that  holinefs,  without  which  no  man  lliall  lee  God, 
Whofoever,  therefore,  would  preach  morality  with  any  hope 
of  fuccels,  muff  begin  here,  and  lay  the  foundation  of  it  in  that 
faith  which  purifieth  the  heart,  and  worketh  by  love  ;  others 
wife  his  fernions  may  liipply  fuel  to  pride  and  v.ain-glory,  but 
ihall  never  be  the  means  of  laving  one  foul.  In  vain  do  we  at¬ 
tempt  to  improve  the  fruit,  till  the  tree  be  made  good.  Let 
Tinners  be  firft  ingrafted  into  Chriff,  and  then  works  of  righte- 
oufnefs  will  follow  in  courfe  ;  as  our  blelfed  Lord  hath  taught 
.us,  John  xv.  4,  5.  “  Abide  in  me,  and  I  in  you.  As  the 

4  4  branch  cannot  bear  fruit  of  itfelf,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine  ; 
f<  no  more  can  ye,  except  ye  abide  in  me.  I  am  the  vine*  y« 
*c  are  the  branches  ;  he  that  abideth  in  me,  and  I  in  him,  the 
44  fame  bringeth  forth  much  fruit  ;  for  without  me  [or  fepara- 
ted  from  me]  ye  can  do  nothing.”  Accordingly  we  find, 
that  the  preaching  Chrif,  or  the  peculiar  dodtrines  of  the  gof- 
pel,  hath  in  every  age  been  the  means  of  convincing  and  con¬ 
verting  Tinners,  and  of  building  them  up  in  holinefs  and  comfort, 
through  faith  unto  falvation  :  and  in  the  fame  proportion  that 
this  hath  been  neglefled,  the  power  of  godlinefs  hath  declined 
and  languiihed,  till  a  cold  formality  hath  at  length  jiiven  way 
to  the  open  profeffion  of  infidelity  itfelf.  It  was  the  observation, 
of  a  judicious  and  pious  writer  upon  this  fubjeft,  “  That  where 
“  a  great  and  univerfal  negleft  of  preaching  Chriff  hath  pre- 
44  vailed  in  a  Chriff ian  nation,  it  hath  given  a  fatal  oecafion  to 
“  the  growth  of  Deilm  and  infidelity  :  for  when  people  have 
“  heard  the  fermons  of  their  minifters  for  many  years  together, 
fi‘  and  find  little  of  Chriff  in  them,  they  have  taken  it  into  their 
heads,  that  men  may  be  very  good,  and  go  fafe  to  heaven, 
€(  without  Chriftianity  ;  and  therefore,  though  they  dwell  in 
u  a  land  where  the  gofpel  is  profefled,  they  imagine  there  is  no 

c<  need  they  fliould  be  Chriffians.”- - —To  which  I  may  add, 

F  f  2  that 
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that  it  is  no  lefs  ©bfervable,  on  the  other  hand,  that  wherever 
tneie  has  been  any  revival  of  religion,  it  hath  uniformly  been 
1  ^uced  antl  carried  on,  through  the  blefling  of  God  by 

preaching  the  peculiar  doarines  of  Chriftianity,  Thefe '  -md 

tuclc  .none  have  been,  and  ever  will  be,  “  the  vvifdom  and  pow¬ 
er  of  Ood  unto  falvation.”  1 

^The  application  of  what  hath  been  far'd  to  the  miniflers  of 
religion  is  io  direft  and  obvious,  that  1  need  not  enlarge  upon 

“  ’  A-  nthe,refore  any  hirtlier  improvement  i  am  to  make  of 
the  fujjea  (hall  be  addreiTed,  not  to  them  that  preach  but  to 

thole  that  hear - And  what  hath  been  delivered,  may  lerve 

to  inform  them  what  fort  of  preaching  they  ought  chiefly  to 
va.ue.  I  am  afraid,  that  by  many  the  great  and  effential  truth* 

,  .  e,  S0,pei  a.re  rt0°  Jm!e  regarded  :  like  the  Athenians  of 
old,  nicy  require  fome thing  new,  fomething  that  may  Gratify 
an  itching  ear,  and  fiirnifh  matter  for  a  vain  imagination  to 
won;  upon.  But  this,  my  brethren,  is  equally  perverfe  and 
jOo1i.1i.  Who  (hould  regard  what  a  fervant  faith  if  he  doth 
not  deliver  the  mind  of  his  mailer  !  And  yet  I  have  often  ob- 
-cicea,  t.iat  the  greatefi  number  of  hearers  never  feeni  fo  well 
pleaieu,  as  when  miniflers  fpeak  of  thofe  things  that  are  moil 
foreign  to  their  mil  ructions.  Did  we  come  upon  a  d  i  fierce  a- 
ble  errand  ;  were  we  charged  with  an  embafly  in  which  thev 
t0.  ',7"orn  vve  ^Peak  have  little  or  no  concern  ;  fbch  conduct 
might  be  accounted  for  :  but  when  the  meflage  we  bring  is  not 
only  moft  gracious,  but  like  wife  treats  of  matters  in  which  they 
are  immediately  and  mod  deeply  i  mere  fled,  what  words  can 
expreis  the  folly  and  perverfenefs  of  thofe  who  (hut  their  ears 
aga.nft  it,  w.iue  tliey  greedily  open  them  to  every  thing  eife  > 
Dear  what  the  angel  faid  to  the  Ihepherds  at  Bethlehem,  Luke 

1°’  Beh°ld  1  1)rirlg  y°u  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which 
mall  he  to  ah. people.”  .  And  what  were  thefe  tidings  which 
an  angel  was  feat  to  publifh,  and  introduced  with  fucb  a  high 
commendation  of  their  importance  and  worth  ?  They  are  record, 
ed,  verie  1 1.  “  Unto  you  is  born  this  day,  in  the  city  of  Da¬ 

vid,  a  Saviour,  which  is  Cbrift  the  Lord.”  “  And  fudden- 
”  as  follows,  “  there  was  with  the  angel  a  multitude  of 
“  the  heavenly  holt,  praifing  God,  and  faying,  Glory  to  God 
“  )n  higheft,  on  earth  peace,  good  will  towards  men.” 
And  yet,  be  aflonilhed,  O  heavens !  blu/h,  O  earth  !  this  gof- 
pd  i'ermon  which  angels  reckoned  themfelves  honouied  to 
preach,  and  delivered  with  fuch  rapturous  exultation  and  joy, 
is,  by  multitudes  in  our  day,  thought  trifling,  and  half,  and  un- 

worthy 
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worthy  of  their  attention*  To  remedy  this  fhameful,  but  grow¬ 
ing  evil,  hath  been  the  principal  aim  of  my  prefen t  difcourfe. 
I  have  told  you  what  is  our  duty,  that  from  thence  you  may 
learn  your  own  ;  for  the  one  mull  neeeflarily  be  fhited  to  the 
other.  The  fame  authority  which  commandeth  us  to  preach , 
doth  virtually  command  and  oblige  you  to  hear  :  and  if  the 
pure  do&rines  of  the  gofpel  ought  to  be  the  iiibj eel  of  our  fer- 
mons,  it  naturally  follows,  that  you  fliould  neither  exped  nor 
defire  any  other*  Ponder  with  due  attention  thofe  awful  words 
in  the  two  verfes  preqeeding  my  text  :  “  If  our  gofpel  he  hid, 
it  is  hid  to  them  that  are  loll  :  in  whom  the  God  of  this 
“  world  hath  blinded  the  minds  of  them  which  believe  not, 
*4  left  the  light  of  the  glorious  gofpel  of  Chrift,  who  is  the 
“  image  of  God,  fhould  Ihine  unto  them.”  And  let  each  ofus 
pray,  in  terms  of  the  verfe  that  immediately  follows,  that  “  Gcd 
“  who  commanded  the  light  to  fhine  out  of  darknefs,  may  ihine 
in  the  hearts  of  both  preachers  and  bearers,  to  give  the  light 
“  of  the  knowledge  of  his  glory,  in  the  face  of  Jefus  that 
4?  we  all,  beholding,  as  in  a  glals,  the  glory  of  God,  may  be 
changed  into  the  fame  image,  from  glory  to  glory,  by  the 
tj  Spirit  of  the  Lord.77  Amen* 
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Colossi  an  s  u  15 — 19. 

\iyho  is  the  image  of  the  mvifihle  Gody  the  fir  ft  horn  of  every 
creature  :  for  hy  him  were  all  things  created  that  are  in  hea¬ 
ven  y  and  that  are  m  earthy  vifihle  and  mvijihle ,  whether  they 
he  thrones ,  or  dominion sy  or  principalities ,  or  powers  :  all 
thing  s  were  created  hy  him ,  and  for  him .  And  he  is  before 

all  things ,  and  hy  him  all  things  confjl .  And  he  is  heaci  of 

the  body  y  the  church  :  who  is  the  beginning ,  the  firfi-horn 
from  the  dead  ;  that  in  all  things  he  might  have  the  pre-emi¬ 
nence,  Far  it  pleafed  the  Father ,  that  in  him  Jhould  all  j'ul - 
nefs  dwell • 

*  -  .  .  .  * 

•'  \  -•  . 

4 

OUR  Lord  jefbs  Chrift  is  uniformly  reprefented  to  us  in 
the  facred  Scriptures  as  the  Saviour  of  fallen  man  ;  a 
Saviour  abfblutely  neceflary  ;  nay,  as  the  only  Saviour.—  -  To 
this  character  he  laid  claim,  in  clear  and  exprefs  terms,  when 
he  faid  to  Thomas,  “  I  am  the  way,  and  the  truth,  and  the  life  : 
“  no  man  cometh  unto  the  Father  but  by  me*”  And  in  this 
important  light  did  Peter  fet  him  forth  at  the  bar  of  the  Jewifh 
Sanhedrim  :  When  fpeaking  of  him  as  the  ftone  fet  at  nought 
by  the  builders,  which  was  notv  become  the  head  of  the  corner, 
he  added  thefe  memorable  words  ;  “  Neither  is  there  falvation 
ci  in  any  other  :  for  there  is  none  other  name  under  heaven 
iC  given  among  men  whereby  we  muft  befaved.”  Of  the  fame 
import  was  the  teftimony  of  that  illuftrious  prophet  who  was 
fent  to  prepare  the  v/ay  before  him,  and  to  introduce  him  to 
his  public  miniftry  by  baptifm  :  u  He  that  believeth  on  the  Son, 
iC  hath  everlafting  life  :  and  he  that  believeth  not  the  Son, 
“  ftiall  not  fee  life  ;  but  the  wrath  of  God  abidetli  on  him.’* 
Accordingly  we  are  told  by  the  Apoftle  John,  that  “  this  is 
the  command  of  God,”  the  firft  in  order  under  the  gofpel- 
difpenfation,  and  which  claims  the  title  of  his  peculiar  command¬ 
ment,  “  that  we  fhould  believe  on  the  name  of  his  Son  Jefus 
«  Chrift.”  -  ■  1 
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It  is,  or  at  leaf!:  ought  to  be,  unneceflary  to  ohferve,  that 
this  intimation  of  the  divine  will  is  fufficient,  by  klelf,  to  confti- 
tute  our  duty.  It  farelv  belongs  to  the  great  Lord  of  all,  to 
difpenfe  his  own  grace  by  what  hand,  arid  in  what  manner  it 
pieafeth  him  ;  and  in  no  cafe  doth  it  become  the  creatures  of 
his  power  to  fay  unto  him.  What  doit  thou  ?  or,  Why  dolt 

thou  thus  ? - Elihti  fpake  the  words  of  truth  and  fober- 

nefs,  when  he  laid  unto  Job,  “  God  is  greater  than  man  :  why 
tc  doll  thou  drive  againlt  him  ?  for  he  giveth  not  account  of 
“  any  of  his  matters  that  is,  he  is  not  bound  to  explain  th-e 
reafons  of  his  condud  ;  and  none  hath  a  right  to  demand  that 
he  fhoufd*  But  glory  to  his  name,  that  with  regard  to  the 
greatejl  of  all  his  works,  that  difpenfation  of  grace  which  an¬ 
gels  defire  to  look  into,  and  upon  which  the  happinefs  of  a  whole 
order  of  his  creatures  doth  depend,  it  cannot  julily  be  faid,  that 
he  giveth  no  account  of  this  matter.  'He  hath  not  only  inter- 
pofed  his  authority  as  Sovereign,  and  commanded  finners  to  be¬ 
lieve  on  his  Son,  that  they  may  be  faved  ;  but  he  hath  like- 
wife,  in  fome  meafure,  unfolded  the  frcrets  of  his  eternal  coun- 
fel,  and  in  particular,  given  us  fuch  encouraging  views  of  that 
mighty  One  upon  whom  he  hath  laid  our  help,  as  render  his 
command  to  believe  on  him  at  once  the  drongeft  and  molt  en¬ 
dearing  expreihon,  both  of  his  wifdoni  and  of  his  love  ;  lo  that 
they  who  refufe  to  comply  with  this  command,  counterad  the 
founded:  principles  of  reafon,  refill  the  cleared  and  mod  fatisfy- 
ing  evidence,  and  fhall  be  found,  in  the  final  ifiue  of  things,  to 
have  been  equally  chargeable  with  cruelty  to  themfelves  ;  with 
ingratitude,  the  vileft  ingratitude,  to  their  benefa&or  :  and  the 
molt  obflinate  rebellion  againll  their  Sovereign  Lord. 

A  few  remarks  upon  the  verfes  I  have  been  reading,  will 
ferve  to  illudrate  what  I  have  juft  now  faid.  And  I  have  cho- 
fen  this  palTage  for  the  fubjedl  of  my  prefent  difcourfe,  in  hope 
that  God  may  blefs  it  for  the  convi&ion  of  fome  who  have  hi¬ 
therto  rejected  his  gracious  counlel  ;  but  chiefly  with  a  view  to 
confirm  the  faith,  and  to  heighten  the  joy,  of  believers  in  Ohrid, 
by  (hewing  them,  that  he  in  whom  they  trull  is  in  all  relpe&s 
worthy  to  be  depended  upon,  and  will  afiuredly  carry  forward 
the.  work  he  hath  begun,  till  it  fhall  be  perfected  at  length  in 
their  complete  falvation. 

The  information  that  is  here  given  us  concerning  our  Re¬ 
deemer,  may  be  comprehended  under  the  following  heads. 

Firjl,  What  he  is  in  himfelf  ; — or,  his  original  dignity. 

Secondly ,  What  he  is  t«  us*$— tr,  the  itation  he  holds  m  his 
church*  And, 
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j  birdly,  H;s  qualifications  for  the  difcharjje  of  what  t 
to  that  ftation. 
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What  the  Apoftle  faith  upon  the  firjl  of  thefe  particulars, 
amounts  to  fomething  more  than  a  Ample  aflertion  of  our  Lord’s 
o.vink}.  It  is  inch  an  enlarged  and  accurate  defcription  of 
pi  opei  and  eneutial  Godhead,  as  cannot  poffibly  be  applied  to 
any  inferior  being.  The  only  exprdfion  that  hath  an  appear¬ 
ance  ef  difficulty  is  in  the  dole  of  verfe  i  p  where  Chriflis  fry- 
led  Me  fir  ft -bom  of  every  creature .  But  the  difficulty  evani  flics, 
\ynen  we  attend  to  the  explanation  of  that  title  which  the  Apofl 
tie  lub joins,  or  rather  indeed  to  the  reafons  he  nffiorns  for  giv- 
ing  him  that  defignation.  No  fooner  has  he  called  him  the 
ji-rft-born  of  every  creature ,  than  he  immediately  adds,  For  by 
him  were  all  tumps  created  that  are  m  heaven,  and  that  are  in 
earth)  vijible  and  invifiole,  whether  they  he  thrones ,  or  do?ni • 
a  10 ns,  or  principalities ,  or  powers  :  ati  things  were  created  by 
him,  und  for  him*  And  that  no  room  might  be  left  for  the  re* 
mote  it  fnfpicion  that  he  hirnlelf  might  have  been  created,  eter» 
Tiity,  in  the  mod  abfoluie  fenfe  of  that  word,  is  directly  afcribed 
to  him  in  the  17th  vene  :  And  he  is  before  all  things ,  and  by 
.sir?*  all  things  confijl •  For  iurely  he  who  exifled  before  all 

things ,  mu  ft  hirnlelf  be  without  beginning,  or  from  everlaftirm* 
Hence  it  appears,  that  this  defignation,  the  firft-bom  of  every 
creature ,  is  or  the  fame  import  with  that  other  form  of  exprei- 
l;on  which  the  Apoftle  uieth,  Heb*  i.  2.  where,  having  ftylecf 
him  the  Son  of  God ,  he  adds,  iC  whom  he  hath  appointed  heir 
6(  of  ail  things.7’  And  both  fierve  to  denote  that  univerfal 
dominion  which  our  Lord  hath  by  inheritance,  as  the  only-be¬ 
gotten  of  the  Father,  of  the  fame  effence  with  himfelf,  the 
“  brightnefs  of  his  glory,  and  the  exprefs  image  of  his  perfon 
An  image  fo  exprefs,  that  when  Philip  faid  to  our  Lord,  “  Shew 
us  the  Father,  and  it  fiifficeth  us, 77  he  gave  no  anfwer  but 
this,  tc  Have  I  been  fo  long  with  you,  and  yet  haft  thou  not 
44  known  me,  Philip  ?  He  that  hath  feen  me  hath  feen  the  Fa- 
“  ther  :  Believed  thou  not  that  I  am  in  the  Father,  and  the 
“  Father  in  me  Vy  Which  is  farther  explained  by  what  he  faid 
on  another  occafion.  “  I  and  the  Farher  are  orie.,J 

It  would  be  highly  improper,  when  we  have  Inch  agreeable 
work  before  us  f,  to  enter  into  the  thorny  field  of  controver¬ 
sy  :  neverrhelefs,  as  fo  much  of  our  comfort  depends  upon  the 
perfuafion  we  have,  that  he  who  came  to  lave  us  is  truly  God, 

1  cannot 
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I  cannot  clofe  this  head,  without  requeuing  you  to  compare 
what  is  written  in  the  fil'd  verle  of  the  Bible  “  In  the  beoin- 
ning  God  created  the  heaven  and  the  earth,’’  with  the  in¬ 
troduction  to  John’s  gofpel,  ;c  In  the  beginning  was  the  Word, 
“  and  the  Word  was  with  God,  and  the  Word  w  as  God. 

4<  All  things  were  made  by  him  ;  and  without  him  was  not 
“  any  thing  made  that  was  made.”  And  if  to  thcfe  you  a  dd 

that  obvious  conclufion  of  enlightened  reafon,  Heb.  iii.  4. _ . 

li  Every  honfe  is  budded  by  fome  man,  but  he  that  built  all 
things  is  God?'  you  will  difcover  at  once  the  true  dignity 
of  him  in  whom  we  are  commanded  to  trull,  and  fee  with  what 
(tried  propriety  of  language  he  is  fly  led,  the  Sea  of  the  liv- 
t;  irig  God,”  the  great  God  and  our  Saviour/’  and,  God  over 
all  blefled  forever.’’ 

Having  thus  briefly  iiluftrated  his  effential  dignity,  or  what 
he  is  in  himfelf—  let  us  now  confider, 

Secondly ,  What  he  is  to  us*  This  we  learn  from  the  ?  3th 
verle,  where  the  Apodle  calls  him  the  head  of  the  body ,  the 

church - Which  leads  us  to  view  him  as  u  the  feed  of  the 

woman  •/’  “  the  Word  made  fiefh  the  Son  of  God.  by 
whom  all  things  were  created,  uniting  himfelf  to  human  nature 
in  the  perfon  of  Jeltts  Chrift  ;  that  as  our  kinfman  and  bro¬ 
ther,  he  might  redeem  the  forfeited  inheritance '•  and  by  buffer¬ 
ing  in  cur  room,  the  juft  for  the  unjuft,  might  bring  ua  to  God. 
It  is  plain,  that  the  ftation  here  afligned  to  Chrift  belono-s  to 
him  in  the  character  of  Emanuel,  which  is,  beino*  interpreted 
“  God  with  us,”  or,  “  God  manifefted  in  the  flelh.”— —  Ac¬ 
cordingly  he  is  ftyled,  in  immediate  connexion  with  his  head- 
fliip,  the  firjl  horn  from  the  dead ;  which  necefFafily  fuppofeshis 
previous  incarnation  and  bufferings.  And  the  church,  which  is 
here  called  his  body,  is  exprefsly  laid  by  Paul,  in  thecharge  which 
he  gave  to  the  elders  of  Ephefus,  to  have  been  punch. ded  by 

“  him  with  ^ls  own  blood.”  Here,  my  brethren,  he  is  repre- 
fented  to  us  in  fuen  an  endearing  relation,  as  cannot  fail,  if 
we  underftand  it  right,  to  fill  our  hearts  at  once  with  the  Ifitrh- 
eil  admiration,  the  warmed  gratitude,  and  mod  triumphant 
joy  Chi  id  is  iaid  to  oe  '4  the  head  of  ail  principality  and 
*  power/  at  the  10th  verfe  ot  the  following  chapter;  but  it 
is  not  added,  thefe  are  his  body .  In  like  manner,  vve  are  told 

Epn.  i.  at  the  dole,  that  u  Got!  who  railed  him  from  the 
dead,  hath  fet  him  at  his  own  right  hand  in  the  heavenly 
places,  far  above  all  principality  and  power,  and  mhrht.  nod 
<  dominion,  and  every  name  that  is  named,  not  oniy  'm  this 
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world,  but  a  ho  in  that  which  is  to  come  ;  and  hath  put  all 

things  under  his  feet,  and  given  him  to  be  head  over  all 
“  things  to  the  church.”  That  is,  he  hath  placed  him  at  the 
head  of  all  things,  and  given  hiinfupreme  dominion  over  them  ; 
fo  that  the  higheft  angels  are  only  minifters,  or  fervants,  in 
his  kingdom,  whom  he  fends  forth  to  minifter  to  the  heirs  of 
fa'lvation.  But  his  relation  to  his  church,  though  it  includes  do- 
minion,  yet  it  carries  in  it  a  more  dole  and  intimate  connection- 
He  is  not  only  head  over  his  church,  in  refped  of  luprerne  au¬ 
thority,  as  a  king  is  the  political  head  over  his  fubjeds  ;  but  he 
is  the  head  of  his  church,  in  refped  of  vital  influence  :  for 
fo  the  Apoftle  hitnfelf  explains  it  in  the  following  chapter,  verfe 
19.  He  is  that  head  “  from  which  all  the  body  by  joints  and 
“  bands  having  nourifhment  minillered,  and  knit  together,  in- 
creafeth  with  the  increafe  of  God.’’ 

But  your  time  will  not  permit  me  to  enlarge  upon  the  fub- 
jed  ;  let  it  fuffice  at  prefent  to  obferve,  that  what  Adam  was 

in  the  firft  creation,  that  is  Chrift  in  the  new  creation _ _ 

Hence  he  gets  the  name  of  the  fecond  Adam  ;  and  it  is  exprefs- 
ly  faid  of  the  firft  Adam,  Rom.  v.  14.  “  that  he  was  the 
“  figure  °f  him  that  was  to  come.”  I  fhali  not  pretend  to 
trace  out  the  refemblance  between  thefe  two  different  heads 
in  all  its  extent  ;  and  yet  it  is  obvious,  that  a  great  part  of  the 
Scripture-language  which  is  employed  to  defcribe  the  nature  of 
that  ftation  which  Chrifl  holds  in  the  church,  not  only  alludes  to 
this  refemblance,  but  is  fo  much  founded  upon  it,  that  without 
foinejuft  conception  of  the  figure  or  type,  our  views  of  the  an¬ 
titype  mull:  be  very  dark  and  imperfed. 

If  we  look  at  the  date  of  things  in  the  firft:  creation,  we  fhali 
find  Adam  placed  in  a  ftation  of  the  higheft  importance-  Be- 
Ikies  the  dominion  that  was  given  him  over  the  inferior  crea> 
tures,  he  was  conftituted,  in  the  molt  proper  fenfe  of  the 
word,  the  head  of  mankind,  in  as  much  as  of  that  one  blood 
“  were  to  be  made  all  the  nations  of  men  that  fhould  dwell 
“  upon  the  face  of  the  whole  earth.”  The  life  cf  all  his  po- 
fterity  was  depofifed  in  him.  He  was  the  root,  and  his  de- 
fcendants,  in  all  their  fucceftive  generations,  are  the  branches 
which  grow  out  of  it.  This  is  the  plain  account  which  the 
Scriptures  give  us  ;  and  the  clofenefs  of  our  connection  with  the 
firft  Adam  is  fatally  illuftrated  by  its  efieds,  which  cannot  efcape 
our  ohfervation.  It  is  too  apparent,  that  life  is  conveyed  to  us 
under  the  fame  awful  forfeiture  which  Adam  incurred  :  for  in 
confequence  of  the  fcntence  pronounced  againft  him  on  account 
of  his  tranfgreftion,  “  Duft  thou  art,  and  unto  duft  thou  (halt 
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lt  .return,- ”  we  find,  in  fa£t,  u  that  it  is  appointed  unto  all  men 
“  once  to  die,”  and  that  “  there  is  no  diicharge  in  that  war- 
“  fare.” 

This  is  the  figure  by  which  we  are  taught  to  form  oar  con¬ 
ceptions  of  Jefus  Chriit,  and  of  the  place  he  holds  in  that  new 
creation,  which  is  here  eliding uilhed  by  the  names  of  his  church 
and  his  body •  And  to  thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  what  the 
Scriptures  fay  concerning  Ghrift,  many  circumftances  will  oc¬ 
cur  from  the  hints  I  have  already  fuggefted,  in  which  the  re- 
fernblance  between  the  firft  and  fecond  Adam  may  eafily  be 
traced  with  the  mod  critical  cxactnefs.  But,  blefled  be  God, 
there  is  one  circumftance  of  the  greateft  importance  in  which 
the  refemblance  doth  not  hold,  as  will  appear  from  the  infor¬ 
mation  the  Apoftle  gives  us  concerning  the  third  particular  I 
took  notice  of  ;  namely, 

III.  The  qualifications  of  our  Redeemer,  for  performing 
what  belongs  to  him  as  the  head  of  his  church. 

It  pleafed  the  Father ,  faith  he,  verfe  19.  that  in  him  Jloould 
all  ful lief i  dwell 

The  firft:  Adam  received  the  gift  of  life  from  God,  which  he 
held  in  truft  for  all  his  poderity,  upon  a  condition  the  mod 
gentle  and  eafy  that  can  poffibly  be  imagined  :  but  he  failed 
in  the  performance  of  it  ;  and  thus  u  by  one  man  fin  entered 
“  into  the  world,  and  death  by  fin  fo  that  ever  fince  that 
fatal  trefpafs,  “  death  hath  pa  fled  upon  all  men.” 

The  Second  Adam  received  the  grant  of  eternal  life  for 
his  church,  upon  terms  no  iefs  ievere  than  his  obedience  unto 
death,  even  the  death  of  the  crofs  ;  that  fin  being  condemned 
in  the  flelh,  mercy  and  truth  might  meet  together  upon  the 
apodate  race,  righteouinels  and  peace  might  embrace  each  other. 
But  difficult  as  the  terms  were,  lie  not  only  punctually,  but 
cheerfully,  fulfilled  them,  infomuch  that  under  all  the  pain  and 
ignominy  of  the  crofs,  he  would  not  bow  his  head,  and  yield 
up  the  ghofl,  till,  with  a  fliout  of  triumph,  he  could  fay,  “  It 

is  finilhed.” 

4<  "I  he  firft  man  Adam  was  made  a  living  foul ;  but  the  fe- 
c‘  cond  Adam  was  made  a  quickening  fpirit.”  The  firft  man 
was  of  the  earth  earthy;  the  fecond  man  was  “  ihe  Lord  from 

heaven.” 

In  the  head  of  the  firft  creation  there  dwelt  indeed  a  ful- 
nefs >  but  it  was  only  the  fulnefs  of  a  creature  :  whereas  all 
fulnefs  refid.es  in  tfie  Head  of  the  new  creation  .  ;  or  as  it  is 
ei'ewhere  exprefied  in  this  fame  epiitle,  u  in  him  dwelleth 
iC  the  fulnefs  of the  Godhead  bodily 
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:  He‘,e>  rn>’  bretl-ren,  expreffion  fails  ;  an  ocean  opens  to  our 

Y'U  t.iat  hath  neither  bottom  nor  fliore,— the  Godhead  ! _ 

sue  lunie.s  ol  the  Godhead! - all  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead! 

r  i°W  ,h°w  unine:inlng >s  ttie  lxnguac;e  of  men,  when 
',pf  ,ied  to  a  lubJeft  which  angels  themfeives  are  unable  to  com- 
pieiiend  O  glorious  conftitution  of  p race  !  —  worthy  of 

lum  whole  name,  whofe  eflence,  is  love  ;  and  infinitely  be. 
coming  the  wifdom  of  that  Sovereign,  “  whofe  work  is  per- 
_cct,  anu  ah  whofe  ways  are  judgment,”  With  fuch  an  ob- 
>  w  1 n  cm eye,  can  we  retrain  from  crying  out  “  Let  Ifrae] 
<4  .re!°lce  1!1  hmi  that:  made  hint  ;  let  the  children  of  Zion  be 
„  ^oymlm  their  King  ”  Well  might  Paul  fay,  M  I  know 

a  U,  i0rn  \  have  Sieved  ;  I  am  perfuaded,  that  he  is 

<t  n  e^°  that  which  I  have  committed  to  him  again# 
that  day.’5  I  his  is  the  endearing  peculiarity  of  the  gofpeL 
covenant,  that  all  the  bleffings  of  it  are  fecured  againft  forfeit 
ttn-e,  m  the  hands  oj  him  who  hath  already  fulfilled  the  terms 
°Vhe  8rant*  and  fi*Mihed  the  work  which  was given  him  to  do  : 

V.V ‘K)’  a 5  be  dled  to  purchafe  thofe  bleffings,  fo  ever  liveth  to 
cupeme  t  nern  :~One  who  by  nature  is  God  as  well  as  man  • 

and  m  vvbcin>  as  tbe  Word  incarnate,  and  Mediator  of  the  co¬ 
venant,  ^  hath  pit  a  Jed  the  Father  that  all  fulnef\  jliould  dwell 
tor  enriching,  to  the  utmoft  capacity  of  created  beings,  all  the 
members  of  that  body  whereof  he  is  the  head- 

But.  what  are  the  bleffings  of  this  well  ordcrecj-covenant  ?— 

,  yout  own  neceffities  dictate  the  anfwer. - - - - Sa\>,  my 

fcret nren,  what  cio  you  need  ? 

Is  it  the  pardon  of  bn  ?  Look  back  to  the  j 4th  verfe  of  this 
chapter  ;  “  In  Chriip  we  have  redemption  through  his  blood 

,even  trg  forgivenefs  of  iins./J -  “  He  hath  made  peace 

Df  i,le  bioodol  his  crois/;  as  we  read  verfe  20th;  and  u  the 
‘  b!ooci  of  jeius  cleanfeth  from  all  fin.”  He  was  made  fin 
f  fer  us  vc ho  knew  no  fin,  that  we  might  be  made  the  righte- 
ouiuciS  of  God  in  him- 7 ^  00  that  now  there  is  no  con- 

“  d  cm  nation  to  them  that  are  in  Chrift  Jefus.”— _ And  G 

hovV  L;eded  is  the  man  whofe  iniquities  are  forgiven,  whofe 

traidgreffions  are  covered,  and  to  whom  the  Lord  imputeth  not 
his  fill  ! 

I  ins  i$  a  great,  a  neceffitry  bleffing  :  but  great  though  it  be, 
yet  it  is  not  com  nenfurue  to  all  the  neceffities  of  fqcli  crea- 

ru  esas  we  are - Ma  ),  by  the  Apoftacy,  is  not  only  liable 

ro  condemnation,  nay,  lying  under  lenience  of  death  ;  but  that 
icutemce  in  j  art  h  alrea  Jy  executed  *  his  foul  js  dead,  fepa- 
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rated  from  God,  the  fountain  of  life.  Thus  it  is  written, 
m  The  natural  man  receiveth  not  the  things  of  the  spirit  of 
**  God;  for  they  are  foolifhnefs  to  him  :  neither  can  he  know 
**  them,  becaiife  they  are  Spiritually  difcerned.”  Nay,  u  the 
**  carnal  mind  is  enmity  againff  God  ;  for  it  is  not  fubje<ff  to 
“  the  law  of  God,  neither  indeed  can  be  Can  the  death 
of  a  foul  be  expreffed  in  ftronger  and  more  fignificant  terms  ? 
Mull  not  that  Spirit  be  dead,  which  is  incapable  of  difcerning 
the  only  objects  that  are  fuked  to  its  nature,  and  of  relifhing 
the  only  enjoyments  by  which  a  Ipiritual  being  can  fubfift  and 
be  happy  ? 

In  this  (late  every  mere  child  of  Adam  cometh  into  the 
world  ;  for  that  which  is  born  of  the  4i  flelh  is  flefh,”  andean 
rife  no  higher  by  any  means  that  nature  affords.  But  as  in  the 
nrff  Adam,  all  die  without  exception,  who,  by  the  ordinary 
courfe  of  generation,  are  connected  with  him  as  their  head  jr— 
fo  in  the  fecond  Adam,  the  quickening  Spirit,  and  Lord  from 
heaven,  all  who,  by  regeneration,  are  united  to  him,  and  be¬ 
come  members  of  that  body  whereof  he  is  the  head,  are  in  like 
manner  made  alive  ;  for  “  that  which  is  born  of  the  Spirit  is/’ 
and  muff  be,  “  fpiriu”  Accordingly,  Chriff  is  llyled  the 
prince  of  Life  ;  not  only  the  poffeffor  of  life,  but  the  proprie¬ 
tor,  and  difpenfer  of  it.  To  him  it  belongs  to  raife  the  dead, 
and  to  quicken  whom  he  will.  Hear  his  own  words,  John  v. 
25,  2t).  “  Verily,  verily,  I  fay  unto  you,  The  hour  is  com- 

ing,  and  now  is,  when  the  dead  fhall  hear  the  voice  of  the 
“  Son  of  God  :  and  they  that  hear,  fhall  live.  For  as  the 
Father  hath  life  in  himfelf  ;  fo  hath  he  o-iven  to  the  ^on  to 
have  life  in  himfelf.”  And  in  this  fame  epi  if ie  where  my 
text  lies,  Chriff  is  exprefsiy  ffyled  our  life  ;  and  the  life  of  the 
believer  is  laid  to  be  hid  or  trea fured  up,  with  Chnjl  in  God . 
Coloff.  iji.  3.  4.  “  Ye  are  dead,’’  faith  the  Apcffle  ;  dead  to 

Adam,  and  the  corrupted  periihing  life  you  derived  from  him  ; 
dead  to  a  prefent  world,  and  the  things  on  eaith,  which  are  no 
longer  the  objects  of  your  affection.  Thus  are  ye  dead  :  but 
being  raifed  with  Chriff  to  the  things  that  are  above,  to  a  new 
Jfe  and  manner  of  living,  “  your  life  is  hid  with  Chriff  in 
“  God;  and  when  he  who  is  our  life  fhall  appear,  then  fhall 
<s  ye  aifo  appear  with  him  in  glory-*’ 

Here  we  are  again  led  into  a  fubjeff:,  to  which  no  language 
is  adequate,  but  fuch  “  unfpeakable  words/’  as  Paul  heard  111 
Paradife,  which  it  is  not  lawful  for  a  man  to  utter.’! 

Should  I  attempt  to  enlarge  upon  it,  1  am  afraid  that  I  Pnould 
qnly  u  darlccn  couufel  by  words,  without  knowledge.’’  What 
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hath  already  been  faid  upon  that fulnefs  which  dwelleth  in  Chrift 
may  iuffice  to  convince  you.  that  “  his  riches  are  unfearchable  ” 
an  } _  at  ^thing  is  wanting  which  finners  can  either  need 
or  with  to  pofiefs.  In  him,  as  you  have  heard,  they  have  both 
righteoulnefs  and  flrength  :  Righteoufnefs  for  the  guilty,  com¬ 
plete  and  ever  la  fling  righteoufnefs  ;  for  “  by  him  all  who  be- 
“  lieve  are  juftified  from  all  things And  flrength  for  the 
weak, —nay  life  for  the  dead  ;  with  this  peculiar  advantage 
that  it  is  not  left  to  their  own  keeping,  but  ftill  refides  in  him 
who  is  the  head  of  the  body,  and  is  imparted  to  them  as  his 
members,  by  that  Spirit  which  is  the  indifloluble  bond  of  their 

union  ;  “  for  he  that  is  joined  to  the  Lord  is  one  fpirit.” _ . 

Accordingly  he  fays,  “  Becaufe  I  live,  ye  fiball  live  alfo.” _ 

And  this  was  the  foundation  of  that  parting  promile  to  his  dif- 
ciples,  “  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you  :  and  if  I  go  and  pre¬ 
pare  a  place  lor  you,  I  will  come  again  and  receive  you  un- 

“  t(^  my  fell',  that  where  I  am  there  ye  may  be  alfo.” - This 

would  lead  me  to  fpeak  of  that  high  perfection  at  which  the  life 
they  at  preient  receive  from  him  f hall  arrive  in  the  heavenly 
world,  when  the  oody  itfelf,  which,  by  an  irreverfible  decree, 
is  condemned  to  return  to  the  dull  as  it  was,  ft  all  be  raifed  again 
by  the  power  and  fpirit  of  the  Redeemer,  and  fafhioned  like 
unto  his  own  glorious  body,  in  that  day  when  he,  who  once 
fuffered  to  bear  their  fins,  “  ft  all  appear  the  fecond  time  with- 
out  fin  unto  falvation.’* 

But  I  mufl  not  detain  you  any  longer  from  the  proper  bull, 
nefs  of  the  day. 

I  have  done  what  I  could  to  render  Chrifl  precious  to  vour 
fouls  :  I  have  led  you  to  view  him  in  his  effential  dignity,  as  the 

Creator  of  all  things  j - in  his  relation  to  believers,  as  the 

head  of  the  body  ; - - — and  as  pofTefling  all  fulnefs  in  that  im¬ 

portant  charade  r. 

And  here  I  would  gladly  expoflulate  with  thofe  to  whom 
thefe  things  of  the  Spirit  I  have  been  calking  of,  appear  foolilh- 
nefs,  and  m  whom  the  god  of  this  world  hath  lo  far  blinded 
their  minds,  that  they  lee  no  beauty  in  this  Saviour  for  which 

they  ihonld  delire  him* - O  that  the  hour  might  now  come, 

in  which  every  dead  loul  in  this  aflembly  Ihould  u  hear  the  voice 
u  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  live.”  May  he  who  at  firft  com, 
n landed  the  light  to  fhine  out  of  darknefs,  while  we  fpeak  in 
Ills  name,  fhine  into  their  hearts,  to  give  them  the  light  of  the 
knowledge  of  his  glory  in  the  face  of  Jefus  C  brill,  that  in  this 
glafs,  beholding  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  as  the  God  of  love, 
their  darknefs  may  be  difpelled,  their  enmity  fubdued,  and  they 

be 
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be  changed  into  the  fame  image,  from  glory  to  glory,  by  his  all* 
conquering  Spirit. 

Blit  my  chief  concern  at  prefent  is  with  the  living  members  of 
C brill :  For  you  a  table  is  once  moxe  covered  in  the  wildernefs, 
for  ftrengthening  you  to  proceed  in  your  journey  to  the  Canaan 
that  is  above.  *  This  is  one  of  the  channels  which  your  living 
head  hath  appointed  for  conveying  his  life  to  the  members  of 
his  body.  The  ordinance  itfeif  affords  you  the  ftrongeft  ground 
of  hope  :  it  is  a  representation  of  that  facrihce  which  Chrifl  of¬ 
fered  upon  the  crofs  :  and  he  who  loved  you  fo  well  as  to  give 
his  life  for  you,  is  certainly  willing  to  impart  life  to  you.  “  If 
while  ye  were  enemies,  ye  were  reconciled  to  God,  by  the 
death  of  his  Son  ;  much  more  being  reconciled,  you  fhall  be 
laved  by  his  life.”  Let  not  the  fenfe  of  your  unworthinefs 
difcourage  you  : — You  come  no,t  here  to  give,  but  to  take 

what  is  given. - -Nay,  let  me  tell  you,  that  the  fenfe  of 

your  own  emptinefs  is  the  very  meafure  of  your  capacity  for  re¬ 
ceiving  his  fulnefs  :  “  fie  filleth  the  hungry  with  good 
u  things,  but  the  rich,”  thofe  who  account  themfelves  rich, 
“  he  fendeth  empty  away.”  Come  therefore  with  longing 
defires,  and  enlarged  hopes,  to  him  who  is  full  of  grace  and  of 
truth,  that  out  of  his  fulnefs  you  may  this  day  receive  grace 
for  grace,  to  the  glory  of  the  giver,  and  to  your  own  prefenc 
and  everlafting  joy.  Amen . 
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Ye  know _  the  grace  of  our  Lord  fefm  Chrijl,  that  though  hi 
was  rich,  yet  for  your  fakes  he  became  poor,  that  ye  through 
his  poverty  might  he  rich. 


r  jjHHESE  words  contain  an  accurate  defeription  of  the  grace, 
'  JL  or  free  favour  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chriif,  which  all  true 
believers  are  here  laid  to  know  :  i,  e.  they  have  not  Only 
heard  the  report  of  this  grace,  afTented  to  the  truth  of  the  re¬ 
port,  and  are  able  to  give  fonie  account  of  it  to  others  ;  but 
they  know  it  experimentally x  having  tailed  its  fweetrtefs,  andfejt 
the  power  of  it  in  their  own  hearts* 

Several  particulars  are  mentioned  by  the  Apoftle  irf  proof 
and  commendation  of  the^ra:*  he  celebrates,  which  1  propofe 
to  illuftratein  the  following  difeourfe. 

I.  The  firjl  in  order  is  the  Hate  of  the  Redeemer  previous 
to  his  becoming  poor.  He  was  rich  ;  but  how  rich  no  language 
can  exprefs,  nor  any  mind  but  his  own  conceive.  “  In  the  be* 
“  ginning  was  the  Word,  and  the  Word  was  with  God,  and 
u  the  Word  was  God.  The  fame  was  in  the  beginning  with 
“  God.  All  things  were  made  by  him  ;  and  without  him  was 
not  any  thing  made,  that  was  made,”  John  i.  r,  2,  3*  It  is  ex- 
prefsly  laid  of  him.  GololT.  i.  16,  17.  that  by  u  him  all  things 
6‘  were  created  that  are  in  heaven  and  that  are  in  earth, 
“  vifible  and  invifible,  whether  they  be  thrones  or  dominions, 
Ci  or  principalities,  or  powers:  all  things  were  created  by  him, 
iC  and  for  him.  And  he  is  before  all  things,  and  by  him  all 
u  thingsconfiH.”  The  fame  reprefentation  is  given  of  him  by 
the  ApoHIe  to  the  Hebrews,  who  ftyles  him  *c  the  brightness 
“  of  the  Father’s  glory,  and  the  exprefs  image  of  his  perfen  * 

whom  he  hath  appointed  heir  of  all  things;  by  whom  alio 
he  made  the  worlds  ;  and  who  upholdeth  all  things  by  the 
u  word  of  his  power.” 

Wc  elleein  a  man  rich  who,  befides  what  is  necefiary  for  the 
fupply  of  his  own  wants,  hath  wherewithal  to  relieve  the  ne- 
cejTiiies  of  others:  but  how  rich  mull  he  be,  who  hath  no  wants 
to  be  fupplied,  and  is  at  the  fame  time  poiiefTed  of  inch  infinite 
treafures  that  they  can  never  be  exhaufted,  nor  in  the  leaf!  de- 
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gree  diminifhed,  by  being  imparted  to  others  !  Nay,  befides 
whom  nothing  exifls,  but  what  derived  its  being  from  him, 
and  is  necellarily  dependent  upon  him,  for  all  that  it  hath,  or 
or  hopes  to  enjoy  1  Yet  thus  rich  was  he  of  whom  the  ApollLe 
;jpeaks  in  my  text.. 

II.  The  fecond  thing  to  be  conSdered,  is  the  poverty  to 
which  he  voluntarily  lubmitted.  The  Apoftlc,  John  having 
introduced  the  hiftory  our  Saviour  with  that  lofty  deferiptjon 
of  his  original  and  efleatial  glory  which  I  formerly  quoted, 
-makes  a  hidden  tranfition,  verfe  14.  and  informs  us,  how  he 
who  was  rich  became  poor ,  by  uniting  himfelf  to  the  hu- 

hian  nature,  and  appearing  in  the  likenelsof  finrulflefn.  “  The 
“  Word,”  fays  he,  that  lame  Word  which  in  the  beginning 
was  with  God,  and  was  God,  by  whom  all  things  were" made  - 
—  the  “  Word  was  made  Belli,  and  dwelt  among  usd’ 

Nothing  can  be  more  deferiptive  of  the  moll  ahjeef  povertv, 
than  the  ilmple  account  we  have  of  his  birth,  Luke  ii.  at  the 
beginning  ;  where,  after  being  tqld,  that,  in  confequence  of  a 
decree  from  the  Roman  Emperor,  Jofeph  went  up  from  Na¬ 
zareth  unto  Bethlehem,  to  he  taxed,  with  Mary,  his  efpouled 
wife,  who  was  great  with-child,  the  facred  hiftorian  thus  pro¬ 
ceeds,  ver.  6,  7.  “  And  fo  it  was  that  while  they  were  there, 

the  days  weie  accompli  Hied  that  ihe  Ihould  be  delivered* 
“  And  (he  brought  forth  her  firft-born  fon,  and  wrapped  him 
*e  *n  twaddling  clothes,  and  laid  him  in  a  manger,  becaufe  there 
u  no  room  for  them  in  the  inn.”  Nor  did  his  after  life 
Wear  a  different  complexion  from  his  birth  1  1  he  fame  poverty, 
witn  refpeft  to  outward  accommodation,  which  clouded  his  en- 
ti&nce  into  the  world,  accompanied  him  through  every  flap-e  of 
his  laborious  journey,  till  at  Calvary  he  finiihed  his  courfe  upon 
the  crofs  ;  inlomUcn  that  he  could  lay,  at  the  very  time  when 
his  public  miniftry  was  moll  frequented  and  applauded,  “  The 
foxes  nave  holes,  and  the  oirds  of  the  air  have  nelrs,  but  the 
“  bon  of  man  hath  not  where  to  lay  his  head.” 

But  this  was  not  the  only,  nor  even  the  worft  kind  of  po¬ 
verty,  to  which  he  voluntarily  Submitted.  He  made  himfelf, 
tnat  is,  he  contented  to  be  made  “  of  no  reputation*”  For 
thougn  multitudes  occafionaMy  admired  and  applauded  him,  yet 
chefe  were  generally  peri'ons  in  the  loweft  ranks  of  life.  The 
rich,  the  learned,  and  the  powerful,  among  the  Jews,  were  fh- 
tediy  combined  to  diftrefs  him  on  every  fide.  They  ptaftifed 
every  art  to  defame  his  character,  and  to  render  both  his  oerfon 
and  his  miniftry  the  objects  of  popular  contempt  arid  hatred  • 
*oi>  L  ■  Hh  ‘  till 


SERMON  XXIII. 


242 

till  at  length  they  were  permitted  to  prevail  fo  far.  as  to  get 
him  condemned  by  a  fentence  of  the  lupreme  court  of  their  own 
nation,  and  then  adjudged  by  the  Roman  Governor  fo  the 
death  of  a  Have  ;  which  was  executed  with  every  circumdance 
of  indignity  and  torture  that  the  in  oft  inventive  malice  and 

cruelty  could  devife- — - Thus  poor  did  our  Lord  become  ; 

not  by  conftraint  or  the  hand  of  violence,  for  that  was  impof- 
fible  ;  but  of  his  own  free  choice  ;  as  it  is  written,  Philip  ii.  6, 
7,  8.  u  He  who  was  in  the  form  of  God,  and  thought  it  not 
“  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God,  made  himjelf  of  no  reputa- 
u  tion,  and  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  fervant,  and  was  made 
“  in  the  likenefs  of  men  :  And  being  found  in  falliion  as  a 
“  man,  he  humbled  himfelf,  and  became  obedient  unto  death, 
<c  even  the  death  of  the  crofs.” 

III.  But  for  whofe  fake  did  he  thus  become  poor  - 

This  is  the  third  particular  mentioned  in  the  text  ;  which  ma¬ 
il  i  fells  and  commends  the  riches  of  his  grace. — It  was  for  us  the 
children  of  men,  creatures  but  of  yederday,  whofe  foundation 
is  in  the  dull.  We  are  indeed  poor  in  every  fenfe  of  the  ex- 
preiTion.  Our  life  js  the  gift  of  another,  and  wholly  depend¬ 
ent  upon  His  fovereign  pleafure*  All  the  materials  for  fup- 
porting  it  lie  without  ourfelves  ;  we  lmifl  go  abroad  in  quedof 
them  ;  and  the  fame  hand  that  provides  them,  can  either  with¬ 
draw  them,  or  put  them  beyond  our  reach,  or  with  hold  that 
blefhng  which  alone  can  render  them  effedlual  for  the  fufte- 
nance  of  that  precarious  life  we  poftefs  ;  ec  If  he  hideth  his 
“  face,  we  are  troubled  ;  if  he  taketh  away  our  breath, 
“  we  die.” 

Thus  poor  we  all  are,  and  neceflarily  muft  be,  as  creatures  : 
but  when  1  add,  that  we  are  finners,  poverty  is  too  feeble  a 
word  to  convey  the  fainted  idea  of  our  forlorn  condition.  A 
perfon  may  be  poor,  and  yet  owe  nothing  to  any  man  :  but  fin 
is  not  merely  want  ;  it  is  pofitive  debt.  Again,  a  man  who  is 
both  poor  and  in  debt,  may  be  healthy  and  flrong  ;  fo  that  by 
diligence  and  hard  labour,  he  may  not  only  procure  the  necef- 
faries  of  life,  but  even  be  able  in  time  to  do  juflice  to  his  cre¬ 
ditors  ;  but  fn  is  difeafe  as  well  as  debt  ;  it  is  the  fcknefs  of 
the  foul,  which  wades  its  ilrength,  and  renders  it  incapable  of 
doing,  nay,  difinclined  to  attempt,  any  thing  for  the  recovery 
of  its  health  and  vigour.  Once  more,  the  mod  infolvent  debt¬ 
or  may,  by  flight,  get  beyond  the  reach  of  his  creditor  :  but  to 
what  place  can  a  (inner  flee  where  God  is  not  prefent?  whole 
efTential  goodnefs  is  the  irreconcileablc  enemy  of  fin,  and  only 
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clothes  itfelf  with  judice  to  condemn  and  punifh  it-  In  |hort9 
^ur  Lord’s  defcription  of  the  Laodiceans,  44  wretched,  rniiej  a- 
“  ble,  poor,  blind,  and  naked,”  is  the  picture  of  every  child  of 
Adam  in  his  natural  Hate,  with  the  fame  fatal  inicripuon  vv r i t— 
ten  over  his  head,  He  knoweth  it  not.”  And  did  he  wno 
was  rich  he  whom  we  had  offended  he  who  flood  in  no 
need  of  us  ; — he  who  palled  by  creatures  of  a  fuperior  order, 
leaving  them  to  inherit  the  mifery  they  had  chofen,  and  in  our 
punilhment,  as  well  as  in  theirs,  might  have  displayed  and  glo* 
riiied  the  perfection  of  his  own  nature  ; — did.  he,  I  lay,  for  our 
jiikes  become  poor  $  How  adonifhing  this  giace  !  how 
ble  to  be  credited,  if  he  himfelf  had  not  declared  it  ! 

IV.  Let  us  now  inquire,  in  the  fourth  place,  for  what  end 
was  it  that  he  did  this  ? 

It  would  judly  have  been  deemed  an  a!lfcoi  uncommon  gene- 
rofity,  hail  he  fimply  difeharged  the  debt  we  were  unable  to 
pay,  that  being  relieved  of  that  burthen,  we  might  be  atlioerty 
to  earn  a  fcanty  fub  fide  nee  by  our  future  labour  and  indullry* 

It  would  have  been  a  higher  sc!  of  generality,  to^  raile  us  at 
once  above  poverty*  and  the  fear  of  want,  by  f applying  us  from 
his  own  flares  with  the  necetTaries  of  life,  “  feeding  us,”  as 
Augur  expreiled  his  with,  “  with  food  convenient  for  us.  ’  But 
tbs  grace  of  our  Lord  fefus  Chrijl  p r op o fed  an  end  dill  higher 
than  this  :  He  became  poor ,  laith  the  Apollle,  u  that  we  might 
“  be  rich  that  is,  pofTeffed  of  every  thing  that  could  ren¬ 
der  us  completely  happy,.  .  Here  it  is  that^rnetf  fhines  forth  in  t 
its  fweeted  and  mod  tranfeendant  glory-  But  how  (hall  we 
ejeferibe  what  u  eye  hath  not  feen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  hath 
iC  it  entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceived”  I  he  bed  af- 
fidance  I  can  give  you,  is  to  iele£t  from  Scripture  a  few  of  thole 
p adages  that  fpeak  of  the  riches  which  Chrid  doth  prefent 
confer  upon  his  people  ;  and  then  leave  vour  own  minds  to 
imagine,  how  irnmenfe  their  final  portion  mud  be,  when  Chrid 
fhali  come  again  to  complete  their  falvaiion* 

“  In  him  we  have  redemption  through  his  blood,  the  for- 
4'  givenefs  of  fins,  according  to  the  riches  of  his  grace  ;  for 

44  by  him  all  who  believe  are  judified  from  all  things.”-  - - - 

Writh  pardon,  which  is  the  introductory  blefling  or  the  covenant, 
44  peace  with  God,”  is  iafeparably  connrdlcd  ;  for  being  jufti- 
cc  tied  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with  God  through  our  Lord 
44  Jefus  Chrid.”  In  confequence  whereof,  believers  are  re¬ 
ceived  into  the  houfe  and  family  of  God  ;  not  as  fervants,  but 
53  children  j  for  <c  to  as  many  as  receive  Chrid,  to  them  gives 
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•  he  power  to  become  the  forts  of  God,  even  to  them  that  be- 

‘  ]!eve  ,n  his  name-”  “  Behold,”  laid  the  Apoftle  John,  “  what 
manner  of  love  the  Father  hath  bellowed  upon  us,  that  we 

‘  !ll0uld  be  ccdkd  the  fons  of  God.”  Nor  is  this  a  mere  title 
o  honour  :  believers  nave  not  only  the  name,  but  the  nature 
o  children.  Accordingly  they  are  faid,  by  another  Apoftle,  to 
be  partakers  of  the  divine  nature.”  Chrift  dwells  in  them 
by  his  Spirit,  in  fucb  a  manner,  that  it  is  not  fo  much  they  that 
live,  as  it  is  “  Chrift  that  liveth  in  them-”  Once  more,  as  they 
have  the  name  and  nature  of  children,  fo  like  wife  the  portion 
that  is  connected  with  that  relation  :  for  as  Paul  reai'ons,  Rom. 
vni.  17.  “  If  children,  then  heirs,  heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs 

wkh  Chrift.”  And  what  is  their  portion  ?  It  it  ftyled  eter¬ 
nal  life  a  treafure  in  the  heavens  that  faileth  not  _ “  3 

kingdom  that  cannot  be  moved  - “  an  inheritance  in- 

corruptible,  and  undefiled,  that  fadeth  not  away.” 

Thefe  few'  quotations,  which  will  be  familiar  to  the  ears  of 
all  who  are  converfant  with  the  holy  Scriptures,  may  ferve  tq 
give  us  fome  notion  of  the  riches  which  Chrift  doth  impart  to 
his  people.  I  fnall  therefore  conclude  this  head  with  two -no- 
ted  pallages  recorded  in  the  preceeding  epiftle  to  the  Corinthi¬ 
ans,  which  defer! be  the  provifion  that  is  made  for  believers  in 
Chrift,  in  terms  more  expreftive  than  many  volumes  would  faf- 
nee  fully  to  unfold.  The  one  is  chap.  i.  30.  u  Of  him  are  ye 
*'  in  Chrift  Jefus,  who  of  God  is  made  unto  us  wifdom,  and 
righteoulhefs,  and  fa  nftification,  and  redemption.”  The 
other  is  chap.  iii.  2  1.  and foh  c(  All  things  are  yoiirs  :  whether 
Paul,  or  Apollos,  or  Cephas,  or  the  world,  or  life,  or  death, 
or  things  prelent,  or  things  to  come  ;  ail  are  yours  ;  and  ye 
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ChrifPs,  and  Chrift  is  God’s,” 


V.  The  fifth  and  lafi  thing  in  the  text  that  remains  to  be 
illuftrated,  is  the  conneflion  betwixt  the  poverty  ot  Chrift  and 
the  riches  of  his  people,  or  the  influence  that  the  one  hath 
upon  the  other  :  “  He  became  poor,  that  we  through  his  po- 

*“  Verty  might  be  rich.” 

This  connexion  will  appear,  if  we  confider  that  his  volun¬ 
tary  humiliation ,  in  taking  upon  him  our  low  nature,  fulfilling 
all  righteoufn'efs,  and  giving  himfelf  for  us  an  offering  and  fa- 
orifice  to  God,  hath  fo  magnified  the  law,  which  we  had  bro¬ 
ken,  and  given  inch  foil  fatisfaefien  to  the  juftiee  of  the  law¬ 
giver,  that  a  way  is  now  opened  for  the  free  and  honourable 
rXercife  of  mercy  to  the  moft  guilty  and  polluted  of  the  pofteri* 
iy  of  Adam.  Hereby  “  fin  was  condemned  in  the  flejhi  that 
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is?  in  the  fame  nature  that  had  offended  :  and  God,  by  fitting 
“  forth  his  own  Son  to  be  a  propitiation  through  faith  in  his 
t6  blood  ”  doth  now  manifdt  his  righteou  fnefs,  no  lefs  than  his 
mercy  in  the  forgivenefs  of  fm  ;  and  appears  to  all  his  intelli¬ 
gent  creatures  to  be  infinitely  juft,  as  well  as  infinitely  graci¬ 
ous,  when  he  jaftlfies  thofe  that  believe  in  Jefus.  The  Son  of 
God  46  was  wounded  for  our  tranfgreiiions,  and  bruifed  for 
44  our  iniquities  u  He  bore  our  fins  in  his  own  body  upon  the 
if  crofs  So  that  4t  now  there  is  no  condemnation  to  them 
that  are  in  Thrift  Jefus  for,  as  the  Apoftle  reafons,  Rom. 
viii*  33,  34*  Who  fhall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's 
eleft  ?  It  is  God  that  juftifieth.  Who  is  he  that  condemneth  > 
44  It  is  Chriffc  that  died,  yea,  rather  that  is  rifen  again,  who  is 
“  even  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  who  alio  maketu  in  tercet 
44  lion  for  us.” 


And  as  the  death  or  facriftce  of  Thrift  abfolves  all  that  be¬ 
lieve  on  him  from  the  guilt  of  fm,  which,  as  I  formerly  ob- 
ferved,  is  the  fundamental  and  introductory  bleiiing  of  the  co¬ 
venant  ;  fo  his  exaltation,  which  is  the  reward  of  his  poverty 9 
or  voluntary  humiliation,  qualifies  him  to  confer  upon  them  all 
thofe  confequent  biddings  which  enrich  them  in  time,  and  ihall 
complete  their  happinefs  in  the  eternal  world*  Thus  it  is 
written,  Philip,  ii.  8.  &c.  that  44  becaufe  Thrift  humbled 
“  himfelf,  and  became  obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death 
“  of  the  crofs;  ”  therefore  44  God  alfo  hath'  highly  exalted 
44  him,  and  given  him  a  name  which  is  above  every  name  ;  - 
that  at  the  name  of  Jefus  every  knee  fhould  bow,  of  things 
in  heaven,  and  things  in  earth,  and  things  under  the  earth  ; 

44  and  that  every  tongue  fhould  corifefs  that  Jefus  Thrift  is  the 
4‘  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father.”  And  to  the  fame 
purpofe  we  read,  Eph.  i.  21.  and  fol ;  that  44  when  God  raifed 
him  from  the  dead,  he  let  him  at  his  own  right  hand  in  the 
44  heavenly  places,  far  above  all  principality,  and  power,  and 
“  roight,  dominion,  and  every  name  that  is  named,  not  on¬ 
ly  in  this  woi  id,  out  alio  in  tnat  which  is  to  come  ;  and  put 
.ill  things  uudei  his  feet,  and  gave  hi  111  to  be  the  head  over 
44  all  things  to  the  church,  which  is  his  body,  the  fulnefs  of 
him  that  fillet h  all  in  all.”  When  Thrift  afcended  ud  on 
high,  leading  captivity  captive  ;  he  then  received  gifts  for 
men,  even  for  the  reoelliaus,  that  the  Lord  might  dwell  among 
them.  And  now  all  power  is  committed  to  him,  both  in  hea¬ 
ven  and  on  earth  :  He  not  only  appears  in  the  prefence  of 
God  as  our  great  High  Prieft,  to  plead  the  merit  of  his  facri- 
&e,  and  to  blcfs  his  people  ;  but  he  fits  at  the  Father’s  right 
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hand,  enthroned  in  glory,  as  “  the  King  whom  God  hath  fet 
fc<  upon  his  holy  hill  of  Zion  from  whence  he  fends  forth 
his  holy  angels  as  u  miniftering  fpirits,”  to  minifter  unto  the 
heirs  of  promi le  during  their  continuance  in  this  houfe  of  their 
pilgrimage,  till  they  arrive  at  his  Father’s  houfe  in  heaven, 
where  they  fliall  be  advanced  to  fit  with  him  upon  his  throne, 
and  pofleis  fulnefs  of  joy,  and  pleafures  forevermore* 

And  now,  my  dear  brethren,  in  the  review  of  thefe  five 
particulars,  to  which  the  Apoftle  direfts  our  attention  in  proof 
and  commendation  of  the  grace  which  he  celebrates,  what 
improvement  doth  it  become  us  to  make  cf  the  fuhjeft. 

Doth  not  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrijl  call  fpr  our  hum¬ 
ble  and  thankful  admiration  ?  The  original  and  efiential  riches 
of  the  Redeemer, — the  poverty  to  which  he  voluntarily  fub- 
mitted, — the  character  of  thofe  far  whofe  fake  he  became  poor, 
— the  riches  he  imparts  unto  them, — and  the  means  by  which 
he  doth  it  ;  are  all  fo  wonderful  when  feparately  confidered;, 
and  kindle  fuch  a  blaze  of  glory  when  combined  and  brought 
together,  that  angeis  themfelves  are  dazzled  with  its  fplendor  ; 
and,  through  all  eternity,  will  contemplate,  with  increafing 
wonder  and  delight,  what  neither  they,  nor  we,  lhall  ever  be 
able  fully  to  comprehend. 

You  muff  further  be  fenfible,  that  this  grace  of  our  Lord  Je~ 
fits  Chrift  doth  bkewife  invite,  and  fhould  even  confirain  our 
imitation *  It  was  for  this  purpofe  that  the  Apoftle  introduced 
it  into  the  fubject  with  which  my  text  is  immediately  connect¬ 
ed*  He  is  recommending  love  to  the  brethren,  and  in  particu¬ 
lar  that  inftance  of  charity  which  confiftcth  in  fupplying  the 
wants  of  the  poor  :  and  the  argument  or  motive  with  which 
he  preffeth  his  exhortation,  is  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jejus 
Chrijl ,  who  though  he  was  rich ,  yet  for  their  Jake  became 
poor ,  that  they  through  his  poverty  might  he  rich *  And  here, 
did  your  time  permit,  I  might  take  occalion  to  lhew,  that  the 
gofpel  of  Chrift  is  fo  far  from  relaxing  the  obligations  of  thofe 
who  receive  it,  to  the  practice  of  focial  duties,  that,  on  the 
contrary,  it  ftrengthens  thele  obligations,  and  carries  the  du¬ 
ties  themfelves  to  afublimer  height  ot  felf.  denial,  than  the  molt 
refined  moralift  ever  thought  of,  or  perhaps  would  choofe  to 

adept  for  the  meafure  of  his  own  conduft* - 1  need  only 

quote  one  paflage  of  Scripture  in  proof  of  what  I  have  laid, 
where  love  to  the  brethren  appears  plainly  to  be  raifed  by  gof- 
pel-grace  even  above  the  ftandard  of  the  original  law  itlelf* 
The  law  faith,  “  Thou  fhalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  lliyfe!!'.’* 
But  what  faith  the  gcfpd ?  You  may  read  it,  i  John  iii  16. 

“  Hereby 
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i{  Hereby  we  perceive  the  love  of  God,  becaufe  he  laid  down 
6t  his  life  for  us.”  To  which  it  is  commonly  added,  as  a  practi¬ 
cal  inference,  “  We  ought” - -The  exprellion  is  emphatical, 

and  imports,  that  it  is  not  left  to  our  choice,  but  is  flrictly  due 
as  a  debt  ;  “  We  ought  to  laydown  our  lives  for  the  bre» 

“  thren,”  Such  is  the  love  that  the  g-ofpel  recommends. - 

Front  whence  it  appears,  that  the  pureft  and  moft  fublime  mo¬ 
rality  flows  from  faith  in  Chrift  as  its  native  fource.  and  will 
rife  in  exaft  proportion  to  the  knowledge  of  his  grace. 

But  do  we  knorLV  the  Grace  of  our  Lord  [thus  Chrift  ?  This 

O  v  jj 

queftion  demands  a  ferious  and  deliberate  aniwer. 

It  is  too  evident  that  many  who  bear  the  title  of  Chriftians 
are  grofsly  ignorant  even  of  the  doctrines  of  grace,  and  need  to 
be  taught  44  the  firft  principles  of  the  oracles  of  Gcd-”  But 
befides  tiiefe,  we  have  juft  caufe  to  f£ar,  that  not  a  tew  are  to 
be  found  among  us,  who,  though  they  have  acquired  a  theory 
of  Chriftian  dodtrine,  and  can  talk  of  the  great  truths  of  the 
gofpel  with  propriety  and  fluency  ;  yet  they  cannot  be  faid  to 
know  that  grace  whereof  they  are  able  to  difcourfe  to  others. 

The  knowledge  which  the  Apoftle  fpeaks  of  is  different  from 
that  which  may  be  acquired  by  ftudy,  or  mere  human  init ruc¬ 
tion.  It  is  of  a  kind  altogether  peculiar  to  the  real  faint  :  It  is 
produced  by  the  Spirit  accompanying  the  word,  raking  of  the 
things  of  Chrift,  and  not  only  Shewing  them  unto  him,  but 
writing  them  upon  the  ct  flefhly  tables  of  bis  heart, '’and 
thereby  transforming  him  into  the  divine  image - -Let 


me  then  afk  you,  or  rather  let  me  intreat  you  to  afk  your 
own  hearts  as  in  the  prefence  of  God,  Whether  or  not  you  ever 
were  convinced  of  your  need  of  this  grace,  your  abfolute  need 
of  it  to  fave  you  from  the  wrath  to  come  ?  Did  you  ever  fee 
yourfelve.s,  by  the  light  of  God’s  word,  to  be  wretched,  and 
miferable,  and  poor,  and  blind,  and  naked  ;  under  a  righteous 
fenterice  of  condemnation,  and  unable  of  vourfelves,  to  do  anv 
thing  that  could  he  effectual  for  your  own  recovery  ?  Under 
this  conviction  of  your  loft  and  helplefs  eftate  by  nature,  were 
your  eyes  opened  to  fee  the  neceflity  and  fuitable ■nels  of  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  the  perfection  of  that  facrifice  which  he  of¬ 
fered  Up  to  the  Bather  ;  together  with  his  ability  and  willing- 
nefs  a  to  fave  to  the  utterrnoft  all  that  come  unto  God  by  him  V* 
Animated  by  thefe  fpiritual  dffcoveries  o f  the  Saviour,  encou¬ 
raged  by  his  kind  invitation  to  come  to  him,  and  conftraincd  by  the 
Father’s  command  to  believe  on  his  name,  did  you  humbly  and 
thankfully  receive  him  as  the  “  unfpeakable'g'.ft”  of  God  to 
men?  Lying  with  the  Apoftle  Paul,  “  What  things  were 
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“  Sa*nTt0  nie’  thofe  1  counted  lofs  for  Chrifl.  Yea,  doubdefi* 
;,nd  I  cotmt^all  things  but  lofs  for  the  excellency  of  the  know 
e  §e  of  Chriu  Jeius  my  Lord  ;  And  do  count  them  but  duno-? 
“  that  I  niay  win  Chrifl,  and  be  found  in  him,  not  having 
nune  own  right  eoufneis,  which  is  of  the  law,  but  that  which 
“  U  bY  the  faith  of  Chrift^  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  of  Goi 

by  faith." - — Was  this  acceptance  entire  and  unreferved  « 

did  your  heart  confent  that  he  lhould  be  made  of  God  unto 
you,  wifdom  and  rigbteoufnefs,  and  fancffihcation,  and  re 
demption  ;  your  prophet  to  iaftrud  you,  and  your  king  to 
role  over  you,  as  well  as  your  pricft  to  jullify  you  by  his  blood  ? 
Ha  kTe  you  relilhed,  or  ao  yon  now  relifh,  the  fweetnefs  of  his 

grace  ? - Above  all,  let  me  afk  you,  have  you  felt  its  power 

and  influence  upon  your  temper  and  practice  ?  The  grace  of 
the  gofpel  is  not  only  the  parent  of  peace  and  joy,  but  an  effec¬ 
tual  principle  of  holinefs  in  all  who  partake  of  it.  This  was 
the  doftrine  which  Paul  delivered  to  Titus,  Tit.  ii.  n  antffol ! 

The  grace  of  God  which  bringeth  fa ivation  teacheth  us 
“  that  denying  ungod lirtcfs,  and  worldly  luffs,  We  lhould  live 
foberly,  and  righteoufly,  and  godly,  in  this  prefen t  world. ^ 
This  is  not  only  the  molt  latisfying  evidence,  that  we  know  the 
grace  of  out  L  rd  fej'us  Chrifl ;  but  lo  effential  an  evidence, 
that  where  it  is  wanting,  I  can  read  of  nothing  in  the  whole 
book  of  God,  to  fupply  the  defert,  or  that  can  be  fubftituted  In 
the  place  of  it*  I  read  of  a  dead  faith,— -a  -prefumptuous  hope, 

2.  fcuj'c  peace,  and  a  name  to  live  ;  but  ail  thele  are  refuges  of 
lies,  which  ere  long  lhall  be  “  fwept”  a  way  “  with  the  befoni 
“  of  d-eftruaion.”  Whereas  the  true  faith  of  the  gofpel  is 
every  where  reprefented,  as  “  working  by  love.”  and  “  over¬ 
-coming  the  world:”. - The  hope  of  the  golpel  incites  all8 

who  are  po defied  of  it  “  to  purify  themfelves,  even  as  he/ 

whom  they  hope  to  enjoy  “  is  pure.” - “  The  peace  of  God 

“  which  pallet h  all  underflanding,  keeps,”  or  guards,  4f  the 
u  heart  and  mind,”  and  fortifies  the  believer  againfl  the  fierce 
“  affaults  of  his  fpiritual  enemies.  And  it  is  the  diftiriguilhing 
privilege  of  thofe  who  u  are  not  under  the  law,  but  under 

grace  that  “  fin  flxall  not  have  dominion  over  them  _ * 

Ct  They  have  put  off  the  old  man  with  his  deeds,  and  have  put 
u  on  r-he  new  man,  which  after  God  is  created  in  righteouf- 
(t  ne^s  an(I  true  holinef:.”  They  lliew,  that  they  live  in  the 
Spirit,  by  walking  in  the  Spirit  ;  and  give  proof  that  they  are 
4‘  rifen  with  Chrifl, ”  and  ti  know  him  in  the  power  of  his  re- 
furrecdion/’  by  feeking  thofe  things  which  are  above,  where 
Chrifl  firteth  at  the  right  hand  of  God.”  Thefe  are  the 
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words  of  truth  :  they  are  pure  words,  like  Giver  tried  In  a  fur¬ 
nace  of  earth,  and  puriGed  feven  times*  And  they  are  written 
in  fuch  capital  letters,  and  expreffed  with  inch  plainnefs  and  pre- 
cifion,  that  no  fophiftry  can  either  darken  their  meaning  or  im¬ 
pair  their  force;  unlefs  it  be  to  thofe  unftable  fouls  who  are 
“  ever  learning,  but  never  able  to  come  to  the  knowledge 
“  of  the  truth  “  who  like  children,  are  toiled  to  and  fro, 
**  and  carried  about  with  every  wind  of  dodtrine,  by  the  flight 
“  of  men,  and  cunning  craftinefs,  whereby  they  lie  in  wait  to 
“  deceived’  I  therefore  repeat  upon  ihisoccafion,  what  1  have 
often  inculcated,  and  the  feriptures  of  truth  uniformly  teach, 
that  the  gofpel-falvation  is  a  prefent  falvation  ;  and  that  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift  is  not  only  a  deliverer  from  “  wrath  to 
“  comt'/’  but  that,  in  the  mean  time,  he  faves  call  who  trull  in 
him,  from  that  fin  which  renders  them  obnoxious  to  wrath  , 
firft,  by  expiating  the  guilt  of  it  by  his  death,  and  next,  by 
breaking  the  power  of  it  in  their  hearts,  through  the  operation 
of  that  bpirrt  which  is  the  feal  of  their  adoption,  the  earned 
and  firft  fruits  of  their  future  inheritance. 

Thefe  are  the  particulars  upon  which  I  would  have  von  to 
examine  yourfelves  impartially,  as  thofe  who  expeft  a  judgment 
to  come.  Some  of  them  are  lb  eflential  to  the  character  of  a 
Chrillian,  that  every  one  who  truly  believeth  in  Chrift,  mufl 
have  a  confcioufnefs  of  them  in  his  own  mind  :  for  none  was 
ever  born  into  the  family  of  God,  without  fuch  a  convidfion  of 
guilt,  pollution,  and  weaknefs,  as  rendered  the  Redeemer  both 
necelfary  and  precious  in  his  efteem.  And  though  the  en¬ 
lightened  mind  will  difeover  much  imperfection,  and  many 
humbling  blemifhes,  even  in  the  faireft  of  thofe  fruits  which  are 
the  product  of  true  and  faving  faith  :  yet  (unlefs  it  he  in  thofe 
who  are  but  newly  entered  into  the  febool  of -Chrift)  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  his  teaching  muft,  in  fome  degree  appear  in  fuch  graci¬ 
ous  fruits  as  I  juft  now7  mentioned.  And  I  fhould  betray  the 
truft  committed  to  me,  and  reproach  that  grace  I  profefs  to 
magnify,  if  I  encouraged  any  to  conclude,  that  they  are  faving- 
]y  acquainted  with  it,  whofe  temper  and  practice  have  under¬ 
gone  no  change,  whatever  pretenGons  they  may  make  to  faith  in 
the  Redeemer,  and  confident  aiTurance  of  their  final  falvation  : 
for  all  the  faved  of  the  Lord  are  exprefsly  denominated,  “  God h 
<(  workmanjhip ,  created  in  Chrift  Jefus  unto  good  works,  which 
(t  God  hath  before  ordained  that  they  fhould  walk  in  them.'* 
And  it  will  remain  an  invariable  truth,  to  the  confulion  of  ail 
vain  boafting  hypocrites,  that  u  whom  God  did  foreknow,  he 
Vol.  I.  I  i  “  alio 
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“  Pr1,efl'natle  U  ,c  conformed  t(>  the  image  of  his  Son, 

hat  he  might  be  the  rirft-born  among  many  brethren.” 

't  my  Ch',ef  bullnefs  at  Prefent  is  with  thofe  who  know  by 

taiCl  *V  gfaCe  fcT  L°rd  Jefm  Chrifl  ;  ilavi”g  both 

To  Ibrh  M)  nlea  ;  T  the  P°wer  of  ir  In  tlleir  own  hearts, 
ceeri  f  ,/  r  ’.  adc're‘3  a  few  fh(>|  t  exhortations,  and  then  pro. 
o  t  ie  fervice  for  which  we  are  aflembled. 

hn  jf'  Gn;e  g!°ry  to  God  for  what  you  know  of  his  grace  ;  and 
1  u  nbly  acknowledge,  that  it  was  he,  and  he  only,  who  opened 

Inn  C'w  anr  tUrned  you  from  darknefs  t0  light-  Who  ‘made 
L  \°  1,Per  'fom  others?—' The  proper  anfwer  to  this  queftion 
u  0  in  the  4th  chapter  of  this  epiftle,  verfe  6.  “  God 

«  iT  T  n*-  fir^COrnmanded  the  %ht  to  out  of  darknefs, 
ic  fat  1  1  , ed  Jnto  your  hearts,  to  give  you  the  light  of  the 
knowledge  of  his  glory  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrifl.”  Not  un- 
to  youdelve5  then,  not  unto  yourfelves,  but  to  his  free  diflin- 
gunning  favour,  is  all  the  glory  due. 

f*  a  !r6t  thlS  morning'dawn  encourage  you  to  hope  for  the 
perfect  day.  Chrifl  would  never  have  emptied  himfelf,  and 

tecome  P00r>  without  the  mofl  abfolute  affurance,  that  feme  were 
to  be  enriched  by  him :  and  where  he  begins  a  good  work,  this 
may,  and  ought  to  be,  confidered  as  a  certain  pledge,  that  he 
will  carry  it  forward  to  its  full  perfection  ;  for  he  who  is  “  the 
‘‘  author,”  is  alfo  “  the  finifher  of  his  people’s  faith.”  Re-‘ 
joice,  therefore,  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God — And  till  you 
are  brought  to  the  polfeflion  of  it,  be  careful  in  the 

3^  place,  To  life  all  the  means  he  hath  appointed  for  ob¬ 
taining  larger  meafures  of  his  grace ,  both  in  refped  of  know¬ 
ledge  and  of  influence.- — —Among  thefe  means,  the  holy  fa  era - 
nient  of  our  Lord  s  lupper  holds  the  mofl  didinguifhed  rank,  as 
it  was  inflituted  for  this  very  purpofe,  to  exhibit  a  lenfible  re- 
pre  fen  tat  ion  of  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl ,  in  becoming 
poor  for  our  fake ,  that  we  through  his  poverty  might  he  rich * 
Here  we  not  only  behold  him  in  his  lowed:  (late  of  voluntary 
humiliation,  evidently  fet  forth  as  crucified  before  our  eyes  ; 
but  like  wife  prefenting  to  us,  and  by  vifible  fymbols  conferring 
unon  us,  all  thofe  ti-niearchabie  riches  which  he  purchafed  with 
his  blood,  and  fecurcs  by  his  intercedion  ;  which  he  adlually 
poife/Ieth  as  the  head  of  the  church,  which  is  his  body 
and  conveys,  by  his  Spirit,  to  everv  member  in  due  feafon,  and 
tiK  nf ure,  as  their  fevera!  necedities  and  circumllances  require. 
Let  us  then  approach  the  table  of  the  Lord  with  faith  and  love, 
and  thankful  praife  ;  and  while  we  blefs  him  for  the  grace  he 

hath, 
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hath  already  made  known  to  us,  let  ns  pray  for  fuch  further 
difcovenes  as  may  flrengthen  and  comfort  us  in  what  remains 
of  our  journey  through  this  wildernefs,  till  we  arrive  at  thofe 
bleiled  abodes  of  perfed  light,  and  love,  and  purity,  where  we 
Jhall  fee  him  as  he  is ,  without  the  intervention  of  ordinances  ; 
and  enjoy  him  fully  without  interruption,  and  without  end. 
Amen * 
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wtw  foreordained  before  the  foundation  of  the  world, 
hut  was.  manifejl  in  thefe  lafi  times  for  you  ;  %vh&  hy  him  do 
o  eh  eve  in  God  that  raifed  him  up  from  the  dead ,  and  gave  him 
glory,  that  your  faith  and  hope  might  he  in  God . 


[7*  VERY  fabric  muff  partake  of  the  (Length  or  weaknefs 
Jk  foundation*  A  houfe  that  is  built  upon  the  loofe 


laud,  will  loon  fall  to  the  ground  ;  nay,  the  higher  it  is  raifed, 
Specially  it  the  materials  be  weighty,  the  more  fudden  and 
l  uinous  will  its  fall  be.  It  muft  therefore  be  of  the  lafl  impor¬ 
tance  to  the  Chriitian,  to  be  fully  latished  in  his  own  mind,  that 
tne  grounds  of  his  faith  qnd  hope  in  Gael  are  iufjicient  to  fu£r 
tain  all  the  weight  he  hath  to  lay  upon  them. 

Tne  life  of  Wie  ioul  is  no  trivial  matter  :  it  is  our  All* 
Otiier  things  may  be  wanted  ;  but  this  is  the  u  one  thing  need¬ 
ful.’  i  he  death  of  the  foul,  by  which  I  mean  its  final  repa¬ 
ration  from  the  only  fuurce  of  life  and  joy,  is  mifery  in  the  ex¬ 
treme  :  pure  mifery,  without  mixture  or  alloy. 

1  o  this  death  we  all  became  liable  by  our  apoflacy  from 
God.  The  loathibme  difeafe,  which  if  left  to  its  own  operation, 
will  foon  produce  this  fata]  effect,  is  deep  lodged  in  our  nature  ; 
and  we  are  directed  to  look  to  the  Lord  Jef'us  Chrift,  not  only 
for  the  cure  oi  the  difeafe,  bgt  like  wife  for  all  that  exalted  hap- 
pinefs  befides,  which,  commencing  in  prefent  reconciliation  with 
God,  and  the  renovation  of  the  foul  after  his  divine  image,  ihali 

■  p  * 

at  length  be  perfected  in  the  entire  rdembkinceg  and  full  enjoy¬ 
ment,  or  him,  in  the  heavenly  Late. 

i  hat  the  Lord  Jelus  is  able  to  do  thefe  great  things  for 
us,  is  the  prqfeffed  belief  of  all  who  ftyie  themfeives  Cliritiians. 

Tire  dignity  of  his  perion,  as  the  ‘‘eternal  word  made 
“  fie fii  the  perfection  of  his  obedience  -7  the  merit  of  his  fa- 
crifice  ;  his  refurrection  from  the  dead  ;  and  hi*  exaltation  to 
the  right  hand  of  God,  leave  no  room  to  doubt  of  his  faving 
power:  while  his  own  account  of  the  errand  upon  which  he 

came 


beam  in  the  facred  Scriptures,  prefent  themfelves  to  the  view  of 
every  intelligent  readef.  Hence  thoCe  general  profeflions  of 
gratitude  to  the  Redeemer,  and  of  dependence  upon  him,  for 
the  pardon  of  fin,  and  deliverance  from  wrath,  which  are  io 
common  among  Chriftians  of  almoft  every  denomination. 

Bat  1  have  had  frequent  occafton  to  obferve,  that  thefe  views 
of  the  Saviour,  though  juft  in  themfelves^  are  too  often  blend¬ 
ed  with  indiftincft,  and  even  erroneous  conceptions,  of  the  great 
fc  he  me  of  falvation,  as  revealed  in  the  gofpel.  Many,  while 
they  look  upon  the  Son  as  the  generous  friend  of  fallen  man,  are 
too  apt  to  reprefen t  the  Father  to  their  own  minds  as  fevere 
and  unrelenting  ;  eager  to  jeunifti  his  guilty  creatures  ;  yield¬ 
ing  with  reludance  to  accept  the  offered  ranfom,  and  to  receive 
from  a  Mediator,  that  fatisfa&ion  to  hisjuftice  which  was  ne- 
ceflary  to  make  way  for  fuch  exercife  of  mercy  as  might  confift 
with  the  authority  of  his  laws,  and  the  dignity  of  his  govern¬ 
ment. 

Sentiments  of  this  kind  are  not  only  gloomy  and  uncomforta¬ 
ble  to  thole  who  entertain  them  ;  but  have  like  wife  a  rnoft  per¬ 
nicious  tendency  in  other  refpe&s.  They  thwart  the  very  defigti 
of  Chrift’ s  coming  into  the  world  ;  of  whom  it  is  exprefsly 
faid,  “  that  he  (offered  the  juft  for  the  unjuft,  that  he  might 

bring  us  to  GodF  It  was  not  that  our  regard  fhould  termi¬ 
nate  in  his  own  per  foil  as  Mediator  ;  but  that  through  him 
they  (houid  afcend  to  the  eternal  Father,  who  u  fo  loved  the 
“  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whofoever 
u  believed  in  him,  might  not  perilh,  but  have  everlafting 
Fie  came  to  demonftrate  the  love  of  God  to  Tinners  of  mankind  ; 
that  by  rendering  the  Father  aimable  to  the  convinced,  en¬ 
lightened  lord,  he  might  overpower  its  natural  enmity  ;  and 
upon  the  ruins  thereof,  erecft  a  throne  for  gratitude  and  love. 
Chrift  is  indeed  laid  to  be  4V  the  end  of  the  law  And  the  law> 
by  (hewing  us  our  guilt  and  depravity,  and  the  neceftity  of  a 
better  righteoulriels  than  our  own  to  be  pleaded  as  the  ground 
of  our  acceptance  with  God,  is  very  properly  ftyled u  our 
64  fchoolmajier  touring  us  to  Chrift.”  But  when  we  are 
brought  thus  tar  by  the  difcipline  of  the  law,  doth  Chrift  then 
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command  „s  to  flop  fhort  at  himfelf,  and  to  proceed  no  farther  » 
No  .  He  woo  is,  “  the  end  of  the  law”  is  ftyled  the  way  to 
e  Father  :  f  or  thus  he  defcribes  his  own  charafter  and  office 
John  av.  6.  “  I  am  the  way,  and  the  truth,  and  the  life  •’ 

•  no  man  cometh  unto  the  Father  but  by  me.”  It  is  Godin 
reconciling  the  world  unto  himfelfby  the  miniftry  of  the 
Spirit,  that  is  the  complete  and  adequate  objeft  of  faith  :  and 
we  do  not  underhand  “  the  word  of  reconciliation,”  till  we  fee 
the  undivided  Godhead,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghojl,  united  in 
counfel,  as  the}'  are  one  in  eflence  ;  and  each  performing  in  the 
character  he  fuftains,  a  peculiar  work  of  grace  for  the  eternal 
falvation  of  an  cleft  world.  ° 


It  is  the  agency  of  the  Father,  in  this  wonderful  plan  which 
•<  angels  defire  to  look  into,”  that  the  paffiage  1  have  been 
reading  leads  us  at  prefent  to  contemplate.  ‘  And  it  will  readily 

occur  to  you,  thirt  four  feveial  afts  of  grace  are  here  attributed 
to  him, 

Firft,  He  ordained  his  Son  to  the  office  of  Redeemer. 
Secondly,  fie  TJicinifeJled  him  to  the  world  at  the  appointed 
feafon. 


Thirdly ,  He  raifed  him  up  from  the  dead .  And, 

Fourthly ,  ¥ie  gave  him  glory . 

Each  of  thefe  particulars  i  ihail  endeavour  to  illuftrate  ;  and 
then  (hew  their  joint  tendency  to  eftablifh  our  faith  and  hope  in 
God .  r 

Firjl,  It  was  the  Father  who  ordained  Chrift  to  the  office 
of  Redeemer.  You  need  only  read  from  the  17th  yerfe,  to  be 
fatisfied,  that  this  was  the  dodlrine  the  Apoftle  meant  to  de¬ 
liver  :  “  If  ye  call  on  the  Father ,  who,  without  refpedl  ofper- 
<c  Tons  ju.dgeth  according  to  every  man’s  work,  pafs  the 
“  time  of  your  fojourning  here  in  fear ;  Forafmuch  as  ye 
€<  know  that  ye  were  not  redeemed  with  corruptible  things,  as 
“  fii  ver,  and  gold  ;  but  with  the  precious  blood  of  Chrift,  as  of 
lc  a  Lamb  without  blemifh  and  without  fpor,”  %vho  verily  was 
fore- ordained,  namely,  by  the  Father,  fuftaining  the  character  of 
the  Supreme  Lord  and  Judge  before  the Joundation  of  the 
1 world . 


“  Known  unto  God  are  all  his  works  from  the  beginning.’7 
The  feheme  of  redemption,  and  the  feveral  fteps  preparatory 
to  its  final  execution,  were  fixed  and  adjufted  before  time  com¬ 
menced.  7  his  in  part  appears  from  the  manner  of  its  firft  pub¬ 
lication  in  paradife,  as  Mofes  hath  recorded  it  in  the  facred  hif- 
tory.  The  cool  majefiic  folemnity  with  which  the  whole  pro¬ 
cedure  was  conduced  on  that  important  occafion,  and  efpecial- 
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]y  the  putting  the  gracious  promife  of  a  deliverer  to  our  guilty  pa¬ 
rents,  into  the  form  of  a  judicial  ientence  againit  the  grand  apoftate 
who  had  feduced  them,  plainly  (hewed,  that  the  conifitution 
which  then  commenced  was  notan  after- thought,  or  newly-devif- 
ed  expedient,  but  that  all  was  the  refuit  of  previous  counftl  and  de- 
lign  ;  that  the  rebellion  had  been  foreieen  before  it  was  aCt- 
ed,  and  redemption  decreed  before  the  forfeiture  was  incurred* 
Many  paffages  might  be  quoted  from  the  Old  Teftament 
writings,  where  the  Father’s  choice  and  ordination  of  the  Sa¬ 
viour  are  declared  in  the  /Longed  and  rnofl  explicit  terms.  In 
one  place  he  is  introduced,  proclaiming  his  fovereign  plea- 
iure  in  tnefe  words  :  <c  Behold  my  fervant  whom  I  uphold, 
mine  ele£i'  in  whom  my  foul  delighted  :  I  have  put  mv  Spirit 
u  upon  him,  he  (hall  bring  forth  judgment  to  the  Gentiles.3’ — 
In  another  place,  where  Mefhah  himfeJf  is  the  Speaker,  the 
Father’s  commillion  is  thus  acknowledged  by  him  :  u  The  Spi« 
rit  of  the  Lord  God  is  upon  me,  becaufe  the  Lord  hath 
anointed  me  to  preach  good  tidings  to  the  meek,  he  hath 
fent  me  to  bind  up  the  broken-hearted,  to  proclaim  liberty  to 
the  captives,  and  the  opening  of  the  prilon  to  them  that  are 
bound.  *  And  this  lad  quotation  is  more  remarkable  be¬ 
caufe  the  Evengelift  Luke  informs  us,  that  our  Lord  after 
reading  it  publickly  in  the  fynagogue  at  Nazareth,  direcftly  ap- 
pheu  it  to  himfelf,  by  adding  thefe  words,  “  This  day  is  this 
Scripture  fulfilled  in  your  ears,”  Luke  iv.  21  • 

But  there  are  other  declarations  of  our  blefTed  Redeemer, 
which,  without  any  circuit,  exprefs  the  fame  truth,  in  terms 
.  plain,  that  it  is  impoflible  for  any  body  tomiftake  their  mean- 
mg*  .  proceeded  forth/  laid  he,  (<  and  came  from  God  ; 

\  nfllherr  came  I  of  rnyfelf,  but  he  fent  me.’3-— “  I  do  nothing 

‘  but  as  dle  Father  hath  taught  me  , - 1  /peak 

me.e  things,  and  he  that  fent  me  is  with  me.” - I  came 

“  from  heaven  to  do  the  will  of  him  that  fent  me.”— I  have 

‘  n0t  lpoken  oi  n,yfelf>  ^  ‘lie  Father  which  fent  me,  he  pave 
„  commandment  what  I  fhoiild  fay,  and  what  I  jfhoulc! 

u  esPIlcIt  acknowledgments  from  the  mouth  of 

'  .he  faithful  witnefe,”  which  mult  be  familiar  „  „,e  °  "  °r 
ai]  w,10  are  converfant  wuh  .he  lively  orades  of  rniih,  ara  fuf 
fi=,en.  .0  .Mr,,.  .he  agency  of  ,he  Father  in  f.aming  >  e  . 

.hesTn’to  a3''",t>'f0re  *—— •  «• 

,i*e  oorr  to  cai  iy  it  into  execution®  a 
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Secondly,  His  agency  is  no  !efs  confpicuousin  mcmifejling  the 
oaviour  at  the  appointed  feafon. 

It  was  the  .original  prornife,  that  “  the  feed  of  the  woman 
ihoidd  bruiie  the  ferpent’s  head.”  Accordingly  we  read, 
,  o,*  iv»  4*  that  when  the  “  fulncls  of  the  time  was  come, 
God  fent  forth  his  Son  made  of  a  woman  The  propriety 
0  whfch  exp  re  ili  on  cannot  fail  to  ftrike  ns  with  peculiar  force* 
when  we  recoiled!  what  the  angel  laid  to  Mary,  after  he  had 
in  01  med  net  of  the  high  honour  which  God  was  about  to  con* 
ier  upon  her,  Luke  i.  35.  “  The  Holy  Ghoft  Hull  come  upon 

thee,  and  the  power  of  the  Higheft  lhall  overfliadow  thee  : 
the*  efoi  e  nlfo  that  holy  thing  which  frail  be  born  of  thee, 
fhad  be  caiied  the  Son  of  God.”  All  the  predictions  of  the 
prophets  concerning  the  time  and  place  of  the  Meffiah’s  birth, 
and  the  circumftances'of  the  Jewifh  nation  at  that  important  pe¬ 
riod,  were  molt  exactly  fulfilled,  as  might  eafily  be  fhewn* 

A  fpecial  meflenger  was  fent  to  prepare  the  world  for  his  re¬ 
ception  :  1  his  was  John  the  Baptift,  (who  had  likewife  been 
foretold  in  ancient  prophecy)  to  whom  the  Father  manifejling 
the  promiled  feed,  by  a  viftble  defeentof  the  Holy  Ghoit  at  his 
baptiim,  accompanied  with  a  voice  from  heaven,  which  faid, 

*  Fhis  is  my  beloved  Son  in  whom  I  am  well  pleafed.”  Which 
fignal^  and  mod:  authentic  atteftation  was  immediately  publifhed 
by  Jonn  to  toe  men  of  that  age  ;  for  this  was  the  record  he 
oaie,  John  i.  32,  33,  34*  44  1  faw  the  Spirit  defeending  from 
neaven  iiRe  a  dove,  and  it  abode  upon  him.  And  I  knew 
him  not  :  but  he  that  fent  me  to  baptife  with  water,  the 
fame  faid  unto  me,  Upon  whom  thou  ilia] t  fee  the  Spirit  c3e- 
feendmg  and  remaining  on  him,  the  fame  is  he  which  baptizeth 
1  with  the  Holy  Ghoft.  And  I  law  and  bare  ‘record,  that 
“  this  is  the  Son  of  God.’’ 

But  he  had  greater  witnefs  than  that  of  John.  “  The  works 
“  which  his  Father  gave  him  to  finifh,  the  fame  works  that  he 
“  did,  bare  witnefs  of  him,  that  the  Father  had  fent  him.’5 
ft  was  to  this  divine  atteftation  that  our  Lord  himfelf  molt  fre¬ 
quently  appealed.  When  the  Jews  came  to  him  in  Solomon’s 
porch  at  the  feaft  of  dedication,  and  faid  unto  him,  iC  How  long 
44  doft  thou  make  us  to  doubt  ?  If  thou  he  the  Chrifr,  tell  us 
plainly  his  anfwer  was,  “  I  told  you,  and  ye  believed 
f'  not  :  lire  works  that  I  do  in  my  Father’s  name,  they  bear 
“  witnefs  of  me.”  44  If  I  do  not  the  works  of  my  Father, 

believe  rue  not  :  but  if  I  do,  though  ye  believe  not  me, 

“  believe  the  works  :  t*hat  ye  may  know  and  believe  that  the 

i(  Father  is  in  me,  and  I  in  him*” 
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The  miraculous  appearance  at  his  death  had  fuch  an  effect 
upon  the  centurion,  and  the  foldiers  who  attended  his  crucifix¬ 
ion,  that 46  when  they  faw  the  earthquake,  and  thofe  things 
“  that  were  done,”  and  in  particular  obferved  with  what  mu- 
jefty  he  retired  from  life,  voluntarily  difiniffing  his  .Spirit,  after 
he  had  cried  with  a  fhout  of  triumph,  li  is  Jinijhed ,  “  they 
feared  greatly,  faying.  Truly  this  was  the  Son  of  God.” 

By  thefe  and  fundrv  other  ways  that  might  be  mentioned 
did  tne  rather manifefi  and  give  teiiimony  to  the  Saviour. 

III.  B  ut  it  was  chiefly  by  his  refurreEiion  from  the  dead  y 
that  our  Lord  was  declared  to  be  the  Soil  of  God  with 
power. - -And  this  is  the  third  particular  mentioned  ia 


the  text  :  which,  you  fee,  is  exprefsly  attributed  to  the  agency 
of  the  Father.  It  was  God ',  faith  the  Apoftle,  that  raifed  him 
tip  from  the  dead . — This  doth  not  imply,  that  our  great  Re¬ 
deemer  could  not,  or  did  not,  by  his  own  proper  virtue,  rife 
from  the  dead  :  for  what  he  fa  id  to  the  Jews  was  ftri&ly  true 
in  the  mod  obvious  fenfe  of  the  words,  “  I  have  power  to  lay 

down  my  life,  and  I  have  power  to  take  it  up  again  and  on 
another  occafion,  “  Deltroy  this  temple,”  pointing  at  his  owa 
body, (i  and  in  three  days  1  will  raiie  it  up.”  Accordingly,  the 
author  of  this  epiftle  obferves,  ch.  iii.  18.  that  he  was  quick - 
u  enec*  by  the  Spirit ,”  or  that  divine  nature  which  was  per- 
Tonally  united  to  his  humanity.  And  in  this  memorable  fer- 
inon  on  the  day  cf  Pentecoff,  fpeaking  of  the  relurrclion  of 
Ch^iil  alter  he  had  laid,  Acls  ii.  24.  that  the  Father  (f  looted 

tbe  pains  of  death,”  he  immediately  added,  “  becaufe  it 
6i  was  not  potlible  he  fhduld  be  holden  of  it.” 

Never theleis,  as  Chrift  fuftained  a  public  character,  and  died 
as  the  lurety  of  fallen  man,  it  was  highly  fit  in  itfelf,  and  ne«, 
celfary  for  our  comfort,  that  the  agency  of  the  Father  thould  b<r 
clearly  feen  and  acknowledged  in  his  refurredlion ;  and  tiiat 
liis  releafe  from  the  grave  fhould  appear  to  be  an  act  of  righte¬ 
ous  adminiftration,  rather  than  the  mere  exercife  of  iovereigu 
power.  It  was  certainly  mod  regular,  tiiat  the  liime  hand  from 
whicn  he  received  his  com  million,  lhould  leal  his  difcharge  ; — 
tor  none  elfe  but  the  Father  was  qualified  to  judge  w  hether  or 
not  the  articles  of  agreement  were  fulfilled  :  He,  and  he  alone, 
had  authority  to  declare  that  the  fatisfadtion  was  valid,  and  the 
debt  paid  to  the  uttermoft  farthing.  This,  I  apprehend,  was 
the  reafon  why  an  angel  was  fent  from  heaven  to  roll  away  the 
done  from  the  door  of  the  fepu’.chre.  It  was  not  lately  to 
open  a  pa q age  for  our  Lord,  as  though  any  done,  how  great 
ioever,  could  have  confined  his  revived  body  to  the  -rave  •  — 

Vol.  I.  K  k  0  - 
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for  we  read,  John  xx*  19.  that  that  “  on  the  fame  day  at 
Ki  evening,  when  the  doors  were  Jhut ,  where  the  difciples  were 
“  affembled  for  fear  of  the  Jews,  Jefus  came  and  {food  in  the 

u  mid  ft  of  them/’ - But  what  our  Lord  faid  to  the 

people  (Jolmxii.  30.  concerning  the  voice  which  came  from 
heaven  in  anfwer  to  tjiat  prayer,  “  Father,  glorify  thy 
*c  name,”  This  mice  came  not  becaufe  of  me*  but  for  your 
fakes, — may  juftly  be  applied  to  that  appearance  of  the  angel.— 
It  was  not  becaufe  of  Chrijl,  as  though  he  needed  his  aid,  but 
for  the  fake  of  the  pious  women  who  had  come  to  vifit  the  fe- 
pulchre;  and  I  may  add,  for  the  fake  of  all  whom  their  re¬ 
port  ill  all  reach,  to  make  it  evident,  that  his  difeharge  was  if- 
fued  in  due  form,  in  teftimony  of  the  Father’s  infinite  delight 
in  him,  and  of  his  perfeft  fatisfa&ion  with  his  whole  conducft 
as  Mediator. - -This  leads  to  the 

IV.  Fourth  and  laf  particular  ;  upon  which  it  is  as  impofiible 
to  fay  enough,  as  it  is  ursnecefiary  to  fay  much  :  namely,  the  glo¬ 
ry  he  received  from  the  Father  as  the  promifed  and  merited  re¬ 
ward  of  his  obedience  and  fufferings. 

Of  this  we  have  many  lofty  deferiptions  in  Scripture - — - 

There  we  are  told,  that  “  God  who'raifed  him  from  the  dead, 
««  hath  fet  him  at  his  own  right  hand  in  the  heavenly  places, 

< 4  far  above  all  principality,  and  power,  and  might,  and  domi- 
“  nion,  and  every  name  that  is  named,  not  only  in  this  world, 
44  but  alfo  in  that  which  is  to  come:  and  hath  put  all  things 
**  under  his  feet,  and  given  him  to  be  the  head  ovei*-all  things 

14  to  the  church.” - “  He  is  gone,”  faith  our  Apoftle  in  the 

?d  chapter  of  this  epiftlc,  at  the  22d  verfe, — “  He  is  gone  into 
Heaven,  and  is  on  the  right  hand  of  God  ;  angels,  and 
41  authorities,  and  powers,  being  made  fobje£t  unto  him.”— 
He  is  conftituted  the  final  judge  of  men  ;  for  “  God  hath  ap« 
u  pointed  the  day  in  which  he  will  judge  the  world  in  righte- 
44  oufneft  by  that  man  whom  he  hath  ordained  ;  whereof  he 
«  hath  given  affurance  unto  all  men,  in  that  he  railed  him 

a  from  the  dead.” _ r-“  Then  fiiall  the  Lord  Jefus  be  re- 

44  vealed  from  heaven,  with  his  mighty  angels,  in  flaming  fire, 
«»  taking  vengeance  on  them  that  know  not  God,  and  that 
44  obey  not  the  gofpel  of  our  Lord  Jelus  Chrift  :  who  fiiall  be 
“  be  puni filed  with  everlafting  deftiiiftion  from  the  prefence  of 
11  the  Lord,  and  from  the  glory  of  his  power  :  when  he  fiiall 
<<  fiiall  come  to  be  glorified  in  his  faints,  and  to  be  admired  in 
all  them  that  believe.”  The  donation  of  this  glory  by  his 
heavenly  Father,  and  its  connexion  with  his  previous  fuffer- 
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ings  and  death,  are  folemnly  acknowledged  by  our  Lord  him- 
felt  in  that  prayer  which  he  uttered  in  the  hearing  of  his  diL 
ciples,  John  xvii.  4.  5.  “  I  have  glorified  thee  on  earth  : 

I  have  finflied  the  work  which  thou  gaveft  me  to  do.  And 
“  now,  O  Father,  glorify  thou  me  with  thine  own  ielf,  with 
“  the  glory  which  1  had  with  thee  before  the  world  was.”— 
And  both  are  exprefsly  aflerted  in  the  fame  connexion,  Philip, 
ii.  6,— 11.  where  the  Apoftle  firft  relates  the  leveral  fteps  of 
our  Lord’s  humiliation,  and  then  adds,  u  Wherefore  God  al« 
“  fo  hath  highly  exalted  him,  and  given  him  a  name  above 
“  every  name  :  That  at  the  name  of  Jefus  every  knee  fhould 
44  bow,  of  things  in  heaven,  and  things  in  earth,  and  things 
under  the  earth  ;  and  that  every  tongue  fhould  confefs,  that 
i(  Jefus  Chrift  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father-” 
Thus  I  have  endeavoured  to  give  you  a  fhort  illuftration  of 
the  agency  of  the  Father  in  the  work  of  man’s  redemption,  as  it 

is  defcribed  in  this  pafFage.  He  ordained  the  Saviour  ; - he 

manifejied  him  to  the  world  5  he  rciij'ed  him  up Jrom  the  dead  j 

he  gave  him  glory . - -And  all  thole  particulars  are  made 

known  to  us.  For  what  end?  That  our  faith  and  hope  may  hs 
in  God •  Amazing  goodnefs  !  What  (hail  we  fay  to  this  l — — 
“  Lord,  we  believe  ;  help  thou  our  unbelief  j” 

Can  we  entertain  hard  thoughts  of  that  God,  who  hath  net 
only  done  fuch  great  things  for  our  recovery,  but  done  them 
in  a  manner  fo  demonftrative  of  his  love,  that  it  is  impoffible 
for  the  jealoufy  of  guilt  itfelf  to  find  out  any  feeming  defeft  in 
the  encouragement  they  afford,  or  to  devife  any  additional  fe* 
curity  for  difpelling  the  fears,  and  alluring  the  hopes,  of  the 
chief  of  Tinners  ;  who,  confcious  of  defer ved  wrath,  and  con- 
felling  the  juftice  of  the  fentence  that  condemns  them,  flee 
for  refuge  to  that  fan&uary  ere&ed  by  infinite  wifdom  and 
love,  for  the  reception  of  thofe  who  look  for  protection  no 
where  elfe  ?  Unbelief,  when  viewed  in  the  glafs  of  my  textv 
chang^th  its  afpe<ft  ;  and  inflead  of  timid  diflrujt. ,  plainly  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  daring  presumption*  We  give  God  the  he ,  when 
we  put  away  from  ourfelves  the  calls  of  his  mercy,  and  offers  of 
his  grace  :  Whereas,  by  a  humble  and  thankful  acceptance  of 
the  Saviour,  “  we  fet  to  our  feal  that  God  is  true  and  on* 
]y  render  unto  him  the  glory  that  is  due  to  his  name,  as  the 
God  of  love,  the  God  who  is  love,  even  the  God  and  father 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  in  whom  he  reconciles  the  world 
unto  himfelf,  not  imputing  their  trefpalfes  unto  them. 

A  copious  enlargement  upon  this  branch  of  my  fubjed,  would 
carry  me  far  beyond  the  ordinary  limits  of  a  difeourfe  ;  but  as 
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it  is  the  will  of  God,  that  the  heirs  of  promife  Ihould  have'6  a 
thong  confolation,,i  I  cannot  conclude  my  remarks  upon 
iJ>c.  agency  of  the  Father  in  the  work  of  man’s  redemption 
without  reminding  you  of  “  the  grace  of  our  Lord  jefus 
CinijF  who,  though  he  was  rich,  yet  for  our  fakes  became 
poor,  that  we  through  his  poverty  might  be  rich.”— “  He 
who  was  in  the  form  of  God,  and ‘thought  it  not  robbery  to 
be  equal  with  God,  made  himfelf  of  no  reputation,  and 
took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  fervant,  and  was  made  in  the 
likenefs  or  men  ;  and  being  found  in  fafhion  as  a  man,  he 
humbled  himfelf,  and  became  obedient  unto  death,  even  the 
“  death  of  the  crofs.’’  The  Father  indeed  freely  gave  the 
Son  to  us  ;  but  with  equal  freedom  the  Son  gave  himlelf  for 
With  what  alacrity  did  he  accept  the  oflice  of  Mediator  > 
“  Lo  I  come, — I  delight  to  do  thy  will  :  thy  law  is  within  my 
“  heart.”  With  what  ardour  did  he  execute  the  commiffion 
he  had  received  ?  “  I  have  a  bapiifrn  to  be  baptifed  with,  and 
i6  how  am  I  flraitened  till  it  be  accomplished  !”  “  I”  faid  he, 
am  the  good  fhepherd  ;  the  good  ihepherd  givcth  his  life  for 
44  the  fheep.”  It  is  not  violently  taken  from  me  ;  1  volunta¬ 
rily  lay  it  down.  Nay,  he  was  not  only  a  willing  facrifjce, 
like  Ifaac,  confented  to  be  bound  and  laid  upon  the  altar.*  but 
he  himfelf  was  the  prieft  that  offered  the  facrifice  :  for  thus  it  is 
written  in  the  epidie  to  the  Hebrews,  chap.  ix.  14.  te  Thro* 
“  the  eternal  Spirit,  he  offered  himfelf  without  fpot  un- 
**  to  God.” 

Here  then  is  funfhine  without  a  cloud.  Around  the  throne 

of  God,  and  of  the  Lamb,  all  is  bright  meridian  fplendor. - - 

What  pity  is  it  that  any  gloom  fhculd  lit  upon  our  minds? - 

In  this  was  manijejied  the  love  of  God  towards  us ,  becaufe 
“  that  God  fenl  his  only  begotten  Son  into  the  world,  that  we 
“  might  live  through  him,”  1  John  iv.  9. — The  love  of  Ch^ijl 
was  no  lefs  clearly  mamfejted ,  in  his  u  giving  himfelf  for  us 
i4  an  offering  and  a  iacriflce  to  God,  for  a  iweet  fmelling  ia~ 
Eph.  v.  2. 

Tilde  two  memorable  and  interfiling  fentences,  like  the  che~ 
rubims  which  covered  the  mercy-feat,  have  their  faces  looking 
one  towards  another  ;  and  both  Imile  with  complacence  upon 
every  returning  prodigal.  For  to  conned!  them  together, 
and  bring  them  home  to  ourfelves,  I  need  only  diredt  your 
attention  to  a  third  paffage  of  Scripture,  where  faith  in  the 
Son  is  exprefsly  enjoined  as  an  aft  of  of  obedience  to  the  will  of 
the  Father  :  1  John  in.  23.  “  This  is  the  command  of  God^ 
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t£  that  we  flioulcl  believe  on  the  name  of  his  Son  Jefus  ChriiL” 
Let  us  this  day  unite  them  all  in  our  ferious  meditations,  at  the 
table  of  ihe  Lord  ;  and  improve  them  as  we  ought  to  do,  for 
the  eftablilhment  of  our  faith .  and  hope,  and  joy .  We  are  not 
ftraitened  in  God  :  let  us  not  be  ftraitened  in  our  own  bowels; 
lor  this  is  the  call  which  he  addrelleth  to  each  believer  in  parti, 
cular,  «  Open  thy  mouth  wide,  and  I  will  fill  it.”  Ameti. 
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i  John*  v.  i  i. 


This  is  the  record,  that  God  hath  given  to  us  eternal  life  :  and 

this  life  is  m  his  Son • 


HY  do  not  all  to  whom  tnefe  good  tidings  are  publifff 
ed,  receive  them  with  humble  gratitude  and  joy  ? 


Are  they  expreffed  in  terms  fo  dark  and  ambiguous,  that  their 
meaning  and  import  cannot  be  fully  afcertained  ?  or  is  the  offer 
of  life  loaded  with  filch  hard  conditions,  as  exceed  the  powers 
of  thofe  to  whom  it  is  addreffed  ?  Were  either  of  thele  the 
cafe,  unbelief  would  be  furnifhed  with  fomething  more  than  a 
plaufible  excufe.  But  every  body  mud;  be  fenfible,  that  neither 
of  thefe  objections  can,  with  any  colour  of  judice,  be  charged 
upon  the  record  as  it  lies  before  us  in  my  text.  To  what  then 
fhall  we  attribute  the  cold  ieception  it  meets  with  from  the  bulk 
of  mankind  ;  the  contemptuous  rejection  of  it  by  many  ;  and 
the  violent  oppofition  that  is  made  to  it  by  not  a  few  ? 

I  fhall  not  pretend  to  enumerate  all  the  different  caufes  that 
might  be  affigned.  There  is  one  which,  however,  it  may  ap¬ 
pear  a  paradox  to  fome,doth,  in  my  opinion,  unfold  die  mod 
dangerous  and  fruitful  fource  of  infidelity.  It  is  briefly  this  : — 
The  gcfpel-record  is^oo  plain  to  be  Underfood ,  and  too  gracious 
to  be  believed . 

Here  is  nothing  above  the  level  of  the  lowed  capacity 
nothing  beyond  the  reach  of  the  mod  degenerate  among  men. 
It  requires  no  acutenefs  to  difcover  what  is  meant  by  a  gift  - 
and  if  the  gift  be  free  ancj  difencumbered,  all  to  whom  it  is  of¬ 
fered  are  equally  qualified  to  receive  it.  This  pulls  up  at  once 
the  deeped- laid  foundations  of  pride  and  vain-glory,  and 
thwarts  that  love  of  didinCtion  and  pre-eminence  which,  from 
the  date  of  theapodafy,  hath  been  the  fatal  inheritance  of  the 
human  kind.  We  cannot  bear  the  thought  of  being^  fed  at  a 
common  table,  how  richly  foever  that  table  may  be  furnifhed. 
Each  of  us  would  wilh  to  have  a  portion  peculiar  to  himlelf : — 

fomething  that  might  denote  a  preference  to  others^  and  flatter 
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that  partial  opinion  which  every  one  fondly  cheriflieth  of  his 
own  perfonal  importance* 

Hence  it  is  that  the  record,  of  God  hath  either  been  altoge¬ 
ther  rejected,  or  fo  interlined  with  the  gloffes  of  vain  pbilofopby, 
as  to  alter  its  very  frame,  and  render  it  not  only  ineffedual, 
bat  even  adverfe,  to  thofe  falutary  purpofes  for  which  it  was 

intended* 

The  Almighty  Independent  Soverign  of  the  univerfe  hath 
been  tried  at  the  bar  of  his  own  rebellious  fubjeds.  There  it 
hath  been  decided  what  is  fit  and  becoming  the  high  ftation  he 
holds.  Plans  of  adminiftration  have  been  laid  down  for  him, 
formed  upon  thofe  fyftems  of  human  government,  which  to 
each  daring  projector  appeared  the  moil  complete  :  whereas 
the  abfurdity,  as  well  as  the  arrogance,  of  all  fuch  attempts,  are 
deteded  and  reproved  by  two  very  plain  queftions,  which  the 
Apoftle  Paul  propnfes  in  the  nth  chapter  of  his  epiftle  to  the 
Romans,  at  the  clofe  ;  “  Who  hath  known  the  mind  of  the 
u  Lord,  or  who  hath  been  his  counlellor  ?  Or  who  hath  firft 

given  to  him,  and  it  fhall  be  reccmpenfed  unto  him  again  V9 

_ _ No  man  of  common  underftanding  will  hefitate  a  moment 

in  giving  an  anfwer  to  thefe  queftions,  but  will  readily  reply, 
— None  hath  been  his  counlellor,  neither  is  there  any  who  hath 
firft  given  to  God  ;  “  for/’  as  it  immediately  follows,  iC  of 
“  him  and  through  him,  and  to  him,  are  ail  things* v  And  yet 
how  obvious,  and  how  important,  are  the  confequences  of  fuch 
acknowledgments  ? 

For  if  none  hath  been  his  counfellor,  it  is  plain,  that  none 
can  know  his  mind,  till  he  fhall  be  pleafed  to  reveal  it  ;  nor 
even  then  can  it  be  known  any  further  than  it  is  revealed*  To 
fupply  what  is  concealed,  with  conclufions  drawn  from  the  rea- 
fonings  of  our  own  minds,  would  be  the  height  of  prefump- 
tion  :  We  muft  take  his  counfel  as  it  lies  before  us  in  the  re¬ 
cord  he  hath  given  us,  without  adding  to  it,  or  fubtrading 
from  it* - -Again,  if  none  hath  firft  given  to  him,  how  er¬ 

roneous  muft  it  be  to  meafure  the  divine  adminiftration  even  by 
the  moft  perfed  models  of  government  among  men  ?  Nay,  if 
it  would  not  feem  another  paradox,  I  could  almoft  venture  to 
affirm,  that  the  more  perfed  any  conftitution  of  human  govern¬ 
ment  is,  the  lefs  it  is  adapted  to  be  a  ftandard  in  this  matter* 
We  reckon  that  fyftem  the  moft  excellent,  becaufe  moft  agreea¬ 
ble  to  the  foundeft  principles  of  reafon,  by  which  the  original 
equality  of  all  men  by  nature  is  moft  effednally  prelerved  ; 
where  eftablifhed  law,  to  which  the  higheft  are  fubjed,  reftrains 
the  hand  of  violence,  and  fupports  the  meaneft  individual  in  the 
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pofieffion  of  thofe  privileges,  which,  without  fuch  protection, 
he  might  be  unable  to  defend.  But  here  no  parallel  can  be 
drann  with  regard  to  the  divine  government  ;  nor  is  there 
r°om  ‘iJ  I’eaion  from  the  one  to  the  otlier,  even  by  the  remot- 
,  analogy.  1  he  frame  of  human  policy,  the  whole  fyflem  of 
legihation,  is  built  upon  the  bafis  of  private  right  and  property  • 
\V  hereas,  m  the  kingdom  of  God,  theie  is,  there  can  be,  no 
iUUi  thing  as  property  on  the  the  fide  of  the  governed  :  All 
the  lubjetts  are  the  creatures  of  the.  Supreme  Ruler  ;  and  what¬ 
ever  they  po  fiefs,  they  derive  from  him.  The  more  they  re¬ 
ceive,  the  greater  debtors  they  are  to  his  bounty  ;  and  when 
they  improve  their  trull  to  the  utmoil  extent  of  their  capacity 
they  have  no  merit  to  plead  ;  their  fidelity  can  amount  to  nol 
thmg  higher  than  innocence  ;  while  the  lea  ft  failure  renders 
them  criminal,  and  liable  to  punilhment. 

So  that  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  whatfoever  God  be¬ 
llows  upcn  the  mod  perfect  of  his  creatures,  muft  be  the  efFedfc 
oi  pure  grace  and  favour.  And  it  all  be  favour  to  the  inno¬ 
cent,  who  have  never  left  the  ftation  in  which  he  placed  them ; 
furely  wnat  is  bellowed  upon  the  guilty,  muft  flow  from  the 

pureft  grace,  the  moll  condescending  exercife  of  foverebm 
mercy.  °  ° 

And  this  is  the  light  in  which  my  text  prefents  to  our  view* 
tne  record  ot  God  with  regard  to  fallen  man  ;  where  the 
whoie  contents  of-  the  gofpel  conftiturion  are  comprehended  in 
this  ihort  but  emphatical  fentence. 

Gud  hath  given  to  ns  eternal  life  :  and  this  life  is  in  his  Son* 

It  con  lifts,  you  lee,  of  two  parts. 

1.  God  hath  given  to  us  eternal  life, 

2.  This  life  is  in  his  Sou* 


1.  The  firft  part  of  the  record  reprefents  the  great  Lord 
of  all,  in  the  endearing  character  or  a  munificent  benefactor 
and  tender  hearted  father,  regarding  his  guilty  creatures  with 
an  eye  of  pity,  and  gracioudy  interpofmg  for  their  relief,  after 
they  had  wilfully  deftroyed  themfelves. 

I  need  not  detain  yon  with  a  tragical  defcription  of  the  fa¬ 
tal  effects  of  our  apoftacy  from  God.  It  may  fuffice  to  remind 
you  of  what  is  written,  Rom.  v.  12.  “  By  one  man  fin  enter- 

ic  ed  into  the  world,  and  death  by  This  is  the  view 

which  my  text  leads  us  to  take  of  the  prefent  date  of  fallen 
man.  He  is  not  only  become  mortal ,  or  liable  to  death,  in  the 
common  acceptation  of  that  term  ;  but  he  is  already  dead,  iri 
the  mod  important  and  awful  fenle  of  the  word.  He  isfepara- 

ted, 
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ted,  or  cut  off,  from  the  only  fource  of  life  :  and  though  he  is 
ffill  alive,  in  this  material  world,  from  which  too  he  muff  foon 
remove  ;  yet  his  connection  is  broken  with  the  fpiritual  world  ; 
fo  that  the  diffolution  of  the  body  terminates  at  once  his  enjoy¬ 
ments  and  his  hopes.  Every  thing  beyond  the  grave  muff  wear 
an  afped  of  horror  :  nothing  remains  for  him  after  that  fatal 
period.,  but  “  a  fearful  looking  for  of  judgment  and  riery  in- 
66  dignation.” 

This  may  help  us  to  a  proper  conception  both  of  the  nature 
and  worth  of  the  blefling  here  mentioned.  The  foundation  of 
this  eternal  life  is  laid  in  reconciliation  with  God  ;  for  by  that 
we  pafs  from  death  to  life  the  effence  of  it  confiffeth  in  like- 
nefs  to  God  ; — and  it  is  perfed  in  the  beatific  vifion,  and  full 
enjoyment  of  God  in  heaven. 

The  epithet  eternal,  fufRciently  diffinguifneth  it  from  that 
precarious  kind  of  life  we  at  prelent  find  ourfelves  poifeffed  of. 
It  is  a  life  that  is  not  fubjed  to  death  ;  neither  is  it  interrupted 
for  one  moment  by  the  diffolution  of  the  earthly  tabernacle  : 
on  the  contrary,  it  acquires  new  vigour,  by  that  ffroke  which 
feparates  the  foul  from  the  body  ;  and  then  only  arrives  at  full 
maturity,  when  the  man  ceafeth  to  be,  any  more  an  inhabitant 
of  this  world. 

But  inffead  of  enlarging  upon  the  nature  and  excellence  of 
this  ineffimable  blefling,  X  would  rather  dired  your  attention  to 
the  manner  in  which  ft  is  beffowed.  And  here  the  record  is 
abundantly  plain,  God  hath  given  to  us  eternal  life .  The 
true  import  of  the  word  givey,  is  clearly  decided  by  the  Apoftle 
Paul,  when  he  fays,  “  The  wages  of  fin  is  death  ;  but  the  gift 
“  of  God  is  eternal  life  ;”  where  wages  and  gift  are  placed  in 
dired  oppofuion  to  one  another  ;  the  firff  being  an  exercife  of 
juffice,  the  laft  an  ad  of  free  and  unmerited  favour.  And  in 
this  light  the  falvation  of  fin  tiers  is  uniformly  reprefented  in  the 
facred  writings*.  “  It  is  your  Father’s  good  pleafure,”  faid 

Chriff  to  his  dilciples,  <£  to  give  you  the  kingdom.” - By- 

grace  are  ye  laved  fi  through  faith,”  faid  St.  Paul  :  “  and 
iC  that  not  of  yourfelves,  it  is  the  gift  of  God.”  And  again. 

Not  by  works  of  righteoufnefs  which  we  have  done,  but 
“  according  to  his  mercy  he  faved  us,  by  the  wafhing  of  regene- 
“  ration,  and  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghoff.”  According¬ 
ly,  eternal  life  is  ffyied  an  inheritance  ;  which  is  idfeparaby  con- 
neded  with  the  relation  of  children  ;  and  as  by  the  apoffacy 
we  became  enemies  to  God,  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  how  ene¬ 
mies  can  be  made  children  in  any  ocher  way,  than  by  ad  of 
the  pureff  and  in  off  fovereign  grace. 

Vol.  I.  *’  "  *  L  i 
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.  Were  Gocl  in  an7  fefpea  weak  or  indigent  ;  could  he  be 
jmpoverifhed  by  the  revolt  of  his  fubjefts,  or  hurt  by  the  vio« 
lent  efforts  of  their  enmity  ;  it  might  be  wifdom  to  court  their 
return  by  the  offer  of  a  reward,  and  even  to  connect  the  re¬ 
ward  with  fuch  gentle  conditions  as  the  proudeft  heart  rnio-ht 
eafily  digeft  :  but  this,  you  muff  be  fenfxble,  is  not  the  cafe  we 
are  coniiuering.  God  Hands  in  no  need  of  us,  or  of  our  fervices* 
It  requires  no  exertion  of  ftrength  to  crufh  his  rebellious  fub- 
jecHs  :  if  he  withdraw  tor  one  moment  the  fupport  of  kis  pow¬ 
er,  they  perifh  :  “  for  in  him  they  all  live  and  move  fo 
that  if  punifhment  be  deferred,  and,  Hill  more,  if  benefits  be 
con^en  ed,  no  caufe  can  be  affigned  for  either,  but  his  own 
fovereign  pleafure,  the  felf-moving  goodnefs  of  his  nature. 

Were  thefe  plain  truths  attended  to,  much  vain  jangling  and 
ftrife  of  words  might  be  prevented,  and  a  ready  folution  found 
of  many  of  thofe  feemingly  intricate  queftions,  with  which  fe- 
rious  and  awakened  minds  are  oft-times  perplexed  and  dif- 
couraged. 

o 

It  is  one  of  the  mod  obvious  dilates  of  found  reafon,  that  the 
creature  owes  its  exigence  to  the  pure  favour  of  the  Creator. 
It  is  equally  obvious,  that  it  can  only  live  by  thofe  means 
tvhieh  the  Creator  hath  appointed.  Every  fpecies  of  animals 
hath  its  peculiar  aliment ;  fo  peculiar,  that  what  is  food  to  one 
fpecies,  is  not  only  ufelefs,  but  frequently  noxious  to  another  : 
a  plain  convincing  evidence  of  their  immediate  and  abfolute 
dependence  upon  the  will  of  that  Being  whofe  workrnanffiip  they 
all  are.  Whence  is  it,  that  thofe  materials  upon  which  the 
elephant  grows  to  a  bulk  fo  enormous,  can  afford  no  fuilenance 
to  the  comparatively  diminutive  body  of  man  ?  No  anfwer  can 
he  give  but  this, — The  Creator  hath  not  chofen  and  blefied 
them  for  that  end.  Every  attempt  to  five  by  any  other  means 
than  God  hath  appointed,  is  an  attempt  to  live  not  only  inde¬ 
pendent  of  God,  but  in  defiance  of  his  will.  Adam  tried  the 
experiment,  and  thereupon  became  mortal  :  for  it  was  not  the 
quality  of  the  forbidden  tree,  but  the  prohibition  of  the  Crea¬ 
tor,  that  armed  his  trefpafs  with  the  fatal  fting. 

And  can  the  nobler,  the  fpiritual  life ,  be  lefs  intimately  con¬ 
nected  with  its  Author  than  the  animal  one?  If  that  be  Jolt 
by  wilful  tranfgrefllon,  doth  it  require  lefs  power  or  lefs  grace 
to  reffore  it  ?  Or  can  the  revolted  creature  plead  any  right  to 
the  reftitution  of  a  benefit  which  was  freely  bellowed  at  fir  ft, 
and  even  before,  it  was  forfeited,  owed  its  continuance  to  the 
good  pleafure  of  the  giver  l  The  abllirdity  is  fo  glaring,  that 
every  one  muff:  perceive  it  as  foon  as  it  is  mentioned. - The 
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Wefling  of  eternal  life  is,  and  can  be,  no  other  than  the  record 
hath  declared  it  to  be,  the  free  and  fovereign  gift  of  God. 

An  hard  faying  this  to  the  vain  Ions  of  Adam,  who  would 
always  find  fomething  in  themfelves  to  boafl  of  !  but  abfolutely 
neceflary  to  bring  them  back  to  that  cheerful  dependence 
upon,  and  willing  fubje&ion  to,  the  Father  of  their  lpirits 
which  is  the  only  healthful  and  orderly  hate  of  creatures 
the  happinefs  whereof  they  forfeited  by  afpiring  to  become 
gociS*  This  appears  to  be  the  aim  of  all  God’s  difpenfations  to 
the  children  of  men  ;  and  is  exprefsly  declared  to  be  the  ulti¬ 
mate  end  of  the  gofpel-conftitution,  1  Cor-  i.  30*  “  Of  him 

“  are  ye  in  Chrift  Jefus,  who  of  God  is  made  unto  us  wife! 0111, 
“  righteoufnels,  fancfification,  and  redemption  :  that,  according 

as  it  is  written,  He  that  gloneth,  let  him  glory  in  the  Lord • 

Thefe  few  remarks  may  ferve  to  throw  light  upon  the  hrit 
part  of  the  record, — God  hath  given  to  us  eternal  life • 

II.  The  fecond  branch  of  it  doth  further  inform  us, 
jtbat  this  life  is  in  his  Son . 

Though  God  a  fled  as  a  fovereign,  in  conferring  fo  great  a 
gift  upon  any  of  the  dead  poherity  of  Adam,  and  could  not  be 
Influenced  to  this  a&  of  grace  by  any  other  motive  than  what  he 
found  in  his  own  efTential  goodnefs  ;  yet  it  became  his  wifdom 
to  exercife  mercy  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  fhould  be  exprefiive  of 
his  real  charade r,  and  give  a  true  and  full  reprefentation  of  his 
other  perfections  to  all  his  intelligent  creatures. 

Holinefs  belongs  to  God  as  well  as  goodnefs  ;  and  the  feeptre 
of  his  kingdom  is  “  a  feeptre  of  right eoufnefs  :?>  and  therefore 
wifdom  required,  that  while  his  mercy  triumphed  in  the  falva- 
tion  of  Tinners,  his  holinefs  fhould  at  the  fame  time  fhine  forth 
in  all  its  glory,  by  fuch  a  public  and  awful  c  ondemnation  of  fin, 
as  fhould  demonitrate  his  infinite  abhorrence  of  that  accurfed 
thin</,  with  no  lefs  convincing  evidence,  than  if  the  fvvord  of 
juft  ice  had  defcended  with  unabated  force  upon  the  guilty 
heads  of  the  criminals  themleives. 

Th  is  was  done  in  the  moll  effectual  manner,  by  the  fufifer- 
ings  of  bis  only-begotten  and  well  beloved  Son,  in  that  very 

nature  which  had  offended - When  he,  “  who  was  in  the 

“  form  of  God,  and  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God, 
“  made  himfelf  of  no  reputation,  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a 
“  fervant,  and  being  found  in  fafliion  as  a  man,  humbled  himlelf, 
“  and  became  obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the 
“  crofs  — then  indeed  was  fin  condemned  in  theflefh,  and  the 
righteoufnels  of  God  net  only  revealed,  but  magnified,  as  it  is 
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written,  Rom.  iii  2;5.  i6.  «  God  bath  fet  forth  his  Son  to  be 
f  f‘0f!tlat!0"-  through  fr-ith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  for  ma«i. 
feitj  ins  nghteoufnefs  for  the  reaiiffion  of  fins  that  he 
might  oe  juft,  ’  and  appear  to  be  fo,  “  when  he  jultifies 
thole  that  believe  in  Jefus.”-Thus,  the  facrifiee  of  thrift  is 
the  menumous  canfe  of  that  justification  of  the  firmer,  which 
not  only  fie.ivers  him  from  prefent  condemnation,  and  future 
wrath  ;  but  in  confequente  of  the  grant  annexed  to  the  fieri- 
nee,  doth  like  wife  invert  him  vvjth  a  right  to  life  that  /hall  ne- 

Vefienu,  ^nci  eVeu  introduce  him  to  the  poffeflion  of  that  ineiti- 
tnaole  blelrtng.  Hence  believers  are  faid.  in  the  preceding  chapter 
to  xive  through  Chrirt,  as  the  propitiation  for  their  fins.  “ 

wras  maniteffed  the  love  of  Qod  towards  us,  becaufe  that 
oci  lent  his  only  begotten  Son  into  the  world,  that  we 
might  live  through  bum”  tc  Herein  is  love,  net  that  we 
ioced  God,  but  that  he  loved  us,  and  fent  his  Son  to  he  a 
“  propitiation  for  our  fins.” 

But  there  is  an  obvious  difference  between  living  through ? 
or  by  means  of  Chrirt,  and  having  life  in  Chrijl  ;  which  lart  is 
the  form  of  exprertion  in  my  text.  Nothing  lets  can  be  meant 
by  a  phi  ale  of  luch  intenfe  Bonification,  than,  ijiy  That,  the 
Son  as  Mediator  is  in  full  pofTefhon  of  ail  that  life  which  is  the 
grft  of  toe  1' at  her  ,* — 'idly,  lhat  he  is  the  foie  fountain  or  fource 
frorn^  whence  life  flows  to  linnets  of  mankind  ; — and,  3 dly  That 
in  him  life  is  fo  effeHually  fecu/ed  for  all  who  believe  on  his 
name,  tnat  no  adverfe  power  fhall  be  able  to  deprive  them  of  it. 
AncI  if  we  consult  the  lively  oracles  of  truth,  we  fhall  find  each  of 
thele  particulars  not  only  implied,  but  aliened,  in  the  cleareft 
and  flxongeft  terms. 

The  fir jl  is  written  as  with  a  fun- beam  on  almoft  every  page 
of  this  facred  book.  “  The  word  was  made  Belli, ”  faith  our 
Aportle,  in  the  firrt  chapter  of  his  gofpel  at  the  14th  verfe,  and 
we  beheld  his  glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  only  begotten  of  the 
‘‘  Father,  full  of  grace,  and  truth:” — “  and  of  his  fulnefs  have 
u  ail  we  received,  and  grace  for  grace.”  It  was  our  Lord’s 
'own  declaration  John,  v.  26.  that  “  as  the  Father  hath  life 
“  in  himfelf  ;  fo  hath  he  given  to  the  Son  to  have  life  in  him- 
*  felf.  7  Accordingly  St.  Paul,  fpeaking  of  the  Son  in  his  of¬ 
ficial  character  as  the  head  of  the  church,  thus  writes  to  the 
Cololhans,  (Cololl.  i.  ip*  “  it  pleafed  the  bather,  that  in  him 
*’  rtiould  all  Fulnefs  dwell.”  And  that  none  might  miftake  the 

t  s  do 

nature  of  that  fulnefs,  he  explains  it  by  another  paffage  in  that 
fame  epi  file.  Col  off.  ii.  p.  u  In  him  dwelleth  all  the  fulnefs  of 
H  Godhead  bodily.” — To  which  he  fubjoins  thefe  emphati- 

cal 
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cal  word?,  a  Ye  are  complete  in  him.’’ — It  is  written  John  iii* 
^5.  “  The  Father  loveth  the  Sen,  and  hath  given  all  things  in- 
“  to  his  hand.”  This  was  the  tedimony  of  John  the  Baptift 
y  him  ;  who  informs  us  in  particular,  that  the  Spirit ,  • 
the  dead  {inner  is  quickened,  and  born  into  a  new* 
was  not  given  hy  tneafure  unto  him.55  And  we  are 
further  allured,  that  he  is  now  in  pofjeffion  of  that  heavenly 
kingdom,  where  the  ipiritual  life  begun  at  the  new  birth  in  the 
hearts  of  his  people,  (hall  arrive  at  full  maturity,  and  be  enjoy¬ 
ed  in  perfection  through  all  eternity.  Thus  it  appears,  that 
the  Son,  as  Mediator,  is  pofieifed  of  all  that  life  which  is  the  Fa¬ 
ther’s  gift  to  finners  of  mankind. 

2 xUy,  We  are  taught  with  equal  plainrtefs,  that  the  Son  hath 
the  entire  difpofal  of  life,  and  is  the  foie  fountain  or  fource 
from  whence  it  flows.  Thus  our  Lord  fa  id  to  the  Jews,  John 
v.  2i.  “  As  the  Father  raifeth  up  the  dead,  and  quickeneth 
“  them,  even  fo  the  Son  quickeneth  whom  he  will.’7  In  his 
conference  with  Maltha  at  the  fepulchre  of  her  brother  La¬ 
zarus,  he  flyled  himfeif  the  refur rt£i ion  and  the  life  ;  and  ad¬ 
ded,  “  He  that  believeth  in  me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet 
“  lhali  he  live  :  and  vvhofoever  livedi,  and  believeth  on  me, 
a  fnall  never  die.” — The  manner  of  imparting  this  life  he  iL 
luftrates  by  the  flmilitude  of  a  vine  and  its  branches.  iC  If  laid 
lie,  “  am  the  vine,  and  ye  are  the  branches.  As  the  branch 
“  cannot  bear  fruit  of  itielf,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine  ;  nb 
“  more  can  ye,  except  ye  abide  in  me  :  For  without  me, 
“  (or  feparated  from  me)  ye  can  do  nothing*57  Accordingly  he 
gets  the  name  of  “  the  head,  from  which  ail  the  body,  by  joints 
“  and  bands  having  ncurifhment  miniitered,  and  knit  together, 

c<  increafeth  with  the  increafe  of  God.57-- - The  clofenfs  of 

this  union  is  thus  expreffed,  1  Cor*  vi.  17.  “  He  that  L 

“  joined  to  the  Lord  is  one  spirit.”— — and  the  Apoftle 
Paul,  in  deferibing  his  own  life,  as  ct  a  man  in  Chrift,”  Gal.  ii. 
20,  after  having  laid,  “  I  am  crucified  with  Chrift,5>  he  imme¬ 
diately  fubjoins,  u  ceverthelefs  I  live  ;  yet  not  I,  but  Chrijl 
“  Uveth  in  me  ;  and  the  life  which  I  now  live  in  the  flefh,  I 
“  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me,  and 
<c  gave  hirnielf  for  me. 55  And  this  leads  to  the 

3 d  Particular  I  mentioned,  as  included  in  that  ftrong  expref- 
fion,  Thii  life  is  in  his  Son  ;  namely,  That  in  him  it  is  effec¬ 
tually  fecured  for  all  that  believe  on  him,  fo  that  no  adverfe 
power  ihall  be  able  to  deprive  them  of  it.  Nothing  can  be 
more  explicit  upon  this  head  than  our  Lord’s  own  words, 
John  x.  27*  and  fol  :  “  My  ilieep  hear  my  voice,  and  I 
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“  know  *em'  and  they  fo!low  me.  And  I  five  unto  them 

“  nlilTrh  '16’  and  ,thCy  ‘hal1  nCVer  peri&>  neither  ftalJ 
„  P  .  the:n  out  of  u,y  hand.  My  father  which  gave  them 

*  me  is  greater  than  all  :  and  none  is  able  to  pluck  them  out 

°u  ?,y  f™  8  hand-  1  my  Father  are  one.”  It  is 
pro  a  e  t  at  Paul  had  this  declaration  in  his  eye.  when  he  thus 

tfie.  Chriftiansat  Coioffe,  ColofT.  iii.  3.  “  Your  life  is 
hid  (that  is  fafely  lodged)  with  Chrijl  ia  God.  Indeed  the 
treaiure  was  too  precious  to  be  committed  to  any  creature.  Of 
this,  the  example  of  Adam  in  his  greateft  perfection.  affords  a 
talking  proof.  How  loon  was  his  own  life,  and  the  life  of  all 
his  polterjty,  forfeited  in  his  hands  ?  Not  the  higheft  feraph 
none  other  but  Emanuel,  God  in  our  nature,  was  equal  to ‘the 
truft.  ^  Lut  with  him  it  is  in  abfolute  fafety.  He  is  able  to 

keep  tnat  which  the  Father  hath  committed  to  him  :> - And 

therefore,  “  becaufehe  liveth,  all  who  have  fled  to  him  for  re. 
“  £uSe»  hve  a  Ho  y>  and  may  be  fully  affured  that  “  when 

he  who* is  their  life  fhall  appear,  then  fliall  thev  likewiie 
^  appear  with  him  in  glory.”  Accordingly,  the  Apoftle  fub- 
jotns  to  my  text.  He  that  hath  the  Son  hath  life  He  doth  not 
fay,  hz  Jhall  have  life  at  lome  diflant  period,  but  he  hath  it  al- 
leady,  in  prefent  poflellion.  And  well  might  he  fay  fo,  when 
lie  recollected  thefe  words  of  our  Lord,  which  his  own  pen  had 
recorded  in  the  6th  chapter  of  his  gofpel.  “  I  am  that  bread 
of  life — I  am  the  living  bread  which  came  down  from  heaven  : 

f  any  man  eat  of  this  bread ,  he  fhall  live  for  evcr» - Hs 

“  the  hving  Father  hath  fent  me, ,  and  l  live  by  the  Father  ;  f0 

4‘  he  that  eateth  me,  even  he  fhall  live  by  me.”— _ -For  how 

can  he  die  whofeeaeth  upon  that  which  giveth  life  ?  and  he 
lurely  muff  have  life  in  all  its  extent  and  perfection,  whole  fuf. 
tenance  or  aliment  is  no  other  than  eflential  life  ilfelf. 

Hence  it  appears,  how  much  they  miflake  the  golpel-confli- 
tution,  who  reprefent  eternal  life  as  a  diflanr  reward,  fufpend- 
ed  upon  the  performance  of  certain  conditions  on  the  part  of 
the  creature  ;  whereas  falvation  through  Chrifl,  though  per¬ 
fected  in  heaven,  is  a  prelent  falvation  ;  of  which  the  various 
particulars,  which  are  commonly  flylecl  terms  of  acceptance  with 
God,  are  in  truth  conltituent  parts,  fuired  to  the  prefent  Hate  of 
Chriflians  ;  and  ought  therefore  to  be  confidered  as  the  genuine 
agings,  and  confequently  the  proper  evidences,  of  life  received 
from  Chrifl,  but  not  as  the  conditions  or  means  of  obtaining 
it. — That  our  Apoftle  viewed  the  matter  in  this  light,  is  evi¬ 
dent,  from  the  13th  verfe  of  this  chapter  ;  where,  in  the  re- 
view  of  the  large  account  he  had  given  of  the  fpecial  duties 

that 
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tliat  belong  to  believers  and  thechara&er  by  which  they  are  dif- 
tinguifhed,  he  thus  concludes :  iC  thefe  things  have  I  written  un- 
“  to  you  that  believe  on  the  name  of  the  Son  of  God,  (not  that  ye 
u  may  obtain,  but)  “  that  ye  may  know  that  ye  have  eternal 
iC  life,’’  by  the  free  gift  of  the  Father,  in  confequence  of  your 
urn  on  with  his  blefled  Son,  who  hath  the  fulnefs  of  life  in  his 
hand,  as  proprietor ,  the  difpenfer ,  and  the  guardian  thereof. — 
For  eternal  life  doth  really  commence  at  that  happy  moment, 
when,  by  the  new  birth,  we  enter  into  the  family  of  Gqd,  and 
become  his  children  through  faith  in  Chrift  Jelus. 

Thus  far  I  have  endeavoured  to  illuftrate  the  record  that 
God  hath  given  concerning  his  Son.  Permit  me  then  to  alk, 
after  all  you  have  been  hearing,  in  what  light  doth  the  God 
and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrilt  now  appear  to  you  - 
Is  he  that  objedt  of  terror,  which  the  jealoufy  of  an  evil  con- 
fcience  is  apt  to  paint  him  ? — Can  you  rationally  conclude,  or  is 
there  even  room  to  fufpedt,  that  he  is  an  enemy  to  your  happi- 
nefs  ? — Oh!  with  what  eyes  do  they  read  this  facred  volume, 
who  are  capable  for  a  moment  of  entertaining  fuch  a  thought  ? 
Js  it  not  the  obvious  tendency,  as  well  as  the  declared  purpofe 
of  every  thing  contained  in  the  Scriptures  of  truth,  to  prove 
what  the  &poftle  twice  repeats  in  the  preceding  chapter,  God 
is  love  ? 

What  kind  of  evidence  would  fatisfy  you  ?  It  is  my  earned 
defire  that  the  queftion  Ihould  be  fully  tried.  My  intereft  in  the 
decition  is  equal  to  yours  :  none  hath  more  to  gain  or  lofe 
than  I  have. 

Devife  the  fecurity  that  you  efteem  mod  valid  :  let  nothing  be 
omitted  that  you  can  fuppofe  would  be  of  avail  for  binding  the 
moft  artful  and  fallacious  of  your  fellow -men  ;  and  when  you 
have  done,  I  challenge  you  to  mention  one  article  among  them 
all,  that  is  wanting  in  the  fecurity  which  God  hath  freely  af¬ 
forded  you. 

When  a  bare  declaration  of  one’s  good  intention  doth  not  fa¬ 
tisfy  us,  we  may  alk  a  pro?nife  ;  and  if  doubts  dill  remain, 
we  may  proceed  to  require  the  interpolation  of  an  oath  but 
there  we  rauft  reft  as  to  verbal  fecurity  :  **  An  oath  for  con- 
formation  is  an  end  of  all  ftrife.”  Need  I  remind  you,  that 
without  your  folicitation  God  hath  been  gracioufty  pleafed  to 
give  you  all  thefe  ?  u  For  God  being  willing  more  abundant- 
ly  to  (hew  unto  the  heirs  of  promile  the  immutability  of  his 
counfel,  confirmed  it  by  an  oath,  that  by  two  immutable 
things,  in  which  it* was  impoffible  for  God  to  lie,  we  ihighc 
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“  have  a  ftrong  confolation  who  have  fled  for  refuge  to  Uy 
“  hold  upon  the  hope  let  before  us-” 

When  perlbnai  obligation  is  not  deemed  fufiicient,  a  caution - 
er ♦  or  furety,  is  another  expedient  which  human  wifdom  hath 
devifed.  And  is  not  inch  an  one  provided  by  the  great  God  ? 
Not  a  creature,  though,  of  the  higeft  order,  but  his  own  Son , 
by  whom  all  things  were  made,  even  Jefus  the  Mediator  of 
the  new  covenant,  who  is  expreisJy  fly  led  the  furety  of  a  bet. 
ter  teflament. 

If,  after  all,  any  jealodfy  remain,  we  rtmfl  next,  I  fhppafe, 
have  recourfe  to  legal  fecurity,  and  may  demand  a  written  ob¬ 
ligation,  a  deed  executed  with  every  eilential  formality.  — — — t 
Now,  what  kind  of  deed  hath  the  greateil  force  and  validity  ? 
None,  I  apprehend,  is  more  univerfally  held  facred  and  invio¬ 
lable  than  a  teflament •  This  was  Paul's  opinion,  when  he  faid. 
Gal.  iii.  15*  i(  I  hough  it  be  but  a  mairs  teflament,  yet  if  it 
4<  be  confirmed,  no  man  difannulleth,  or  addeth  thereto.” 
And  are  not  we  furnifhed  with  this  very  fpecies  of  obligation  ? 

- - A  teflament  confirmed  and  rendered  unalterable  by  the 

death  of  the  teflator  ;  with  this  additional  fecurity  againfl  its 
being  abflra&ed,  era  fed,  or  defeated,  by  the  infidelity  of  thoG 
to  whom  the  execution  of  it  may  be  committed,  (a  fecurity 
which  never  did,  nor  never  can,  exift  in  any  other  cafe)  name¬ 
ly,  that  the  teflator,  who  dwd  to  give  it  force,  revived,  and  liv- 
eth  for  evermore,  to  be  the  executor  of  his  own  deed  In  its  ut- 
mcA  extent. 


Can  any  thing  further  be  required  ? - -If  diflrufl  be 

very  great,  one  might  perhaps  wilh  to  have  a  valuable  pledge , 
foaiething  of  equal  worth  put  into  his  hand,  till  the  obligation 

be  fulfilled.  What  fhall  I  fay  ? - Let  unbelief  blulh,  anti  b® 

afiiamed  to  open  its  mouth  any  more,  when  it  looks  to  the  un- 
fpeakahle  gift  oj  God ,  and  hears  how  Paul  reafons  upon  if, 
Rom.  viii.  32.  <e  He  that  fpared  net  his  own  Son,  but  delw- 
u  ered  him  up  for  us  all,  how  lhali  he  not  with  hirn  al lb  freely 
u  give  us  all  things? 

It  is  really  aflonilhing,  that  fuch  profufion  of  evidence  fliouid 
not  excite  in  men  a  greater  curiofity  to  difeover  the  true  rea- 
fon  and  defiign  of  it.  Were  a  iuperior  tranfading  with  us  in 
the  way  of  bargain,  though  he  fhould  profefs  that  he  meant  to 
do  us  a  favour,  would  not  the  offer  of  fuch  multiplied  luper- 
abundant  fecurity  for  the  performance  of  his  part  of  the  agree¬ 
ment,  difeover  Inch  an  anxiety  to  get  the  bargain  concluded,  as 
would  naturally  breed  in  us  a  fecret  fufpicion,  that  however 

moderate  and  equitable  the  terms  propofed  might  appear,  yet, 

upon 
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upon  the  whole,  the  chief  advantage  would  accrue  to  himfelf  ? 
Now,  it  is  agreed  on  ali  hands,  that  to  impute  any  fuch  inter- 
efted  views  to  the  Great  Sovereign  of  the  univerfe,  would  be 
equally  abfurd  and  blafphemous:  for  how  differently  foever 
men  have  conceived  of  the  gofpel-conftkution,  it  is  univerfaliy 
admitted  to  be  a  covenant  of  grace.  And  yet  my  brethren,  if 
eternal  life  be  not  a  gift  abfolutely  free,  but  the  wages  of  fer- 
Vice  to  be  done  by  us,  I  cannot  help  thinking,  that,  let  the 
terms  propofed  be  ever  fo  moderate,  yet  fuch  means  employed 
for  gaining  our  confent  to  them,  could  hardly  fail  to  tincture 
cur  minds  with  feme  degree  of  thefe  evil  furmifings  I  have  men¬ 
tioned.  Whereas  upon  the  plan  of  record ,  as  expreffed  in  my 
text,  every  part  of  the  divine  procedure  appears  perfectly  wife, 
confident  and  gracious.  God  and  Man  are  reprefented,  in 
their  proper  characters  :  God,  infinitely  good,  and  independ¬ 
ently  happy  ;  {hewing  mercy  to  the  miferable  who  derived  their 
existence  from  him,  and  have  nothing  to  give  but  what  his  own 
bounty  hath  bellowed  upon  them  :  Man ,  on  the  oth^r  hand, 
in  his  fallen  date,  a  guilty,  and,  of  confequence,  a  fearful,  fuff 
picious  creature  ;  confcious  that  lie  deferves  punifhment,  and 
hard  to  be  perfuaded  that  their  is  fo  much  goodnefs  with  God, 
as  freely  to  pardon  his  offences,  and  receive  him  again  into  fa¬ 
vour.  Thefe  fears  beget  and  cherifh  that  enmity  againft  God, 
which  is  the  diltinguifhing  chara&eriflic  of  the  carnal  mind 
We  feel  the  effedH  of  injuries  upon  cur  own  hearts,  and  we  are 
apt  to  judge  of  God  by  what  we  feel  in  ourfelves. 

It  was  to  vanquifh  this  diftruft  that  God  hath  condefcended 
to  deal  with  us  in  the  manner  I  have  reprefented  :  that  by  giv¬ 
ing  us  every  kind  of  a  durance  that  jealoufy  itfelf  can  devife,  we 
maybe  reduced  to  this  meeffity,  either  to  give  God  the  lie — - 
or,  being  convinced  tuac  he  is  love  to  rely  upon  his  faithful 
word  of  promife  ;  believing  that  he  who  beftowed  life  at  firft, 
by  a  free  a<T  of  the  purefl  bounty,  hath  goodnefs  enough  to  re- 
ftore  life  after  it  hath  been  forfeited  by  another  acl  of  as  free 
mercy  and  grace.  This  is  the  plain  account  which  the  Scrip¬ 
ture  gives  us  of  faith  in  Chrift.  “  If  we  receive  the  witnefs  of 
e(  man/’  faith  our  Apoftle,  in  the  9th  verfc  of  this  chapter* 
(S  the  witnefs  of  God  is  greater:”  and  John  iii.  33.  receiving 
the  divine  feftimony  is  faid  to  be  a  felting  to  ourfeal  that  God 
is  true.  Accordingly,  in  the  verfe  preceeding  my  text,  unbelief 
is  reprefented  as  deriving  its  chief  malignity  from  this  very  cir- 
cumitance,  that  it  denies  the  truth  or  God  :  For  thus  it  is  writ¬ 
ten,  “  He  that  believeth  not  God,  maketh  him  a  liar  \  becaufe 
i(  he  believeth  not  tire  record  that  God  gave  cf  his  Son.”  And 
I.  M  m  ihti 
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y/j/i  is  the  record ,  that  God  hath  given  to  us  eternal  life  ;  and 
this  life  is  in  his  Son. 

You  fee,  then  upon  the  whole,  one  great  end  of  the  holy 
facramcnt  of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  and  the  ufe  we  ought  to  make 

©fit.-- - Here  Chrift  is  reprefented  to  us  as  the  propitiation 

for  ©ur  fins  ;  i(  fufFering  the  juft  for  the  unjuft,  that  he  might 
(S  bring  us  to  God.’*  And  we  are  allured,  that  in  confequence 
of  his  obedience  unto  death,  whereby  the  unchangable  righte- 
nefs  of  God  was  fully  difplayed,  and  infinitely  glorified,  he 
is  now  exalted  to  the  throne,  and  hath  eternal  life  committed 
to  his  difpofal,  that  he  may  impart  it  to  all  who  are  made  wil¬ 
ling  to  receive  it  as  the  gift  of  his  Father,  through  the  merit  of 
his  blood.  Now,  it  is  the  exprefs  command  of  God,  that  we 
believe  on  the  name  of  his  Son,  Jefus  Chrift  :  and  it  is  the  no 
left  exprefs  declaration  of  the  Son,  that  he  will  in  no  wife  caft 
out  fuch  as  come  unto  him.  Nay,  in  this  condeicending  ordi¬ 
nance,  he  cometh  to  us ;  and  under  the  vifihle  fymbols  of  bread 
and  wine,  gives  himfelf  with  all  the  fulnefs  of  life  that  dwell- 

eth  in  him,  to  every  believing  foul.- - "What  then  is  the 

counterpart  that  belongs  to  us  ?  Is  it  not  to  behold  and  admire 
the  amazing  love  of  God,  that  we  may  be  no  more  faithlefs  but 

believing  ? - Is  it  not  to  do  what  the  Ifraelite  was  directed 

to  do,  when  he  brought  the  appointed  facrifice  to  the  high 
prieft  ?  He  laid  his  hand  on  the  head  of  the  vi&im  ;  and  con- 
fe fling  his  fin  over  it,  acknowledged,  that  he  was  dead  in 
Jaw  and  that  what  remained  of  life,  was  to  be  held  by  him 
purely  in  virtue  of  that  pardon  which  God  had  gracioufly  an¬ 
nexed  to  the  facrifice - In  like  manner  let  us  go  to  the 

altar  of  God  ;  and  over  the  memorials  of  that  infinite  facrifice, 
chofen  and  accepted  by  the  Father,  in  which  his  own  dear  Son 
is  both  the  prieft  and  vidtim,  let  us  acknowledge  our  forfeiture 
of  life,  and  juftify  the  fentencc  whereby  we  were  condemned  to 
die  ;  explicitly  declaring,  in  the  light  ox  God  angels,  and  men, 
that,  renouncing  every  other  claim,  we  thankfully  accept  eternal 
life,  as  the  gift  of  God  through  Jefus  Chrift  ;  and  confent  to 
hold  it  folely  by  his  right,  who  died  that  wc  might  live  through 
him.  Mfneth 
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Having  therefore ,  brethren,  boldnsfs  P  enter  into  the  belief  by 
the  blood  of  Jefus  ,  by  a  new  and  living  way  which  he  hath 
conficrated  for  us  through  the  vail,  that  is  to  fay,  his  fiefs  % 
and  having  an  high-priefi  ever  the  houfe  of  God  :  let  us  draw 
near  with  a  true  heart,  in  full  ajfurance  of  faith,  having  our^ 
hearts  fprinhled  from  an  evil  confidence ,  and  our  bodies  wafrsed 
with  pure  water. 

EVERY  thinking  perfon,  whole  mind  hath  been  enllght- 
tened  to  form  juft  apprehenfions  of  God,  and  of  him- 
felf,  will  be  anxious  to  obtain  a  fatisfying  anfwer  to  the  follow- 
ing  queftionj. 

1.  What  encouragement  hath  a  Tinner  to  draw  near  to 
God  ?  And, 

2.  After  what  manner  fhall  he  draw  near  to  him,  fo 
as  to  find  acceptance  ? 

Some  Ikno.v,  look  upon  them  both  as  very  eafy  TubjeCtS  of 
inquiry.  They  have  fuch  low  conceptions  of  the  divine  puri¬ 
ty,  and  fo  high  an  opinion  of  their  own  dignity  and  worth, 
that  they  fee  little,  if  any  occafion  at  all,  for  a  reconciling  medi¬ 
ator  to  introduce  them  into  the  prefence  of  God.  They  ad¬ 
mit,  that  repentance  for  what  hath  been  done  amifs,  appears 
highly  reafonable,  and  perhaps  may  he  neceflary  ;  but  wnen, 
like  men  of  candour  and  probity,  they  have  confefTed  their 
faults,  and  humbled  themfelves  fo  far  as  to  aik  forgivenefs  and 
to  promife  amendment,  then,  they  prefume,  that  God  is  too 
generous  to  require  any  further  reparation  ;  that  he  will  rea¬ 
dily  pardon  what  is  paib,  and  receive  them  into  his  favour,  as  if 
they  had  never  offended  him. 

But  however  fuch  perfons  may  magnify  their  own  foolifli 
imaginations,  and  arrogantly  ftyle  them  the  didfates  of  reafon  ; 
yet  It  might  eafily  be  demonftrated,  that  this  fcherne  is  abfo- 
lutely  irrational,  and  incapable  of  giving  fatisfadtion  to  any  le- 
rious  unprejudiced  mind.  Nothing  can  be  more  obvious,  than 
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that  the  Source  of  all  being  deferves  the  fupreme  love,  and  the 
molt  per  fed!  unceafing  obedience,  of  the  creatures  he  hath 
made.  This  is  the  true  law  of  nature,  that  is,  a  law  founded 
jn  the  nature  of  Ood  and  of  man.  It  is  no  arbitrary  conftitu- 
ticn,^  but  infinitely  fit  and  reafonable  in  itfelf;  and  therefore 
equaii y  incapable  either  of  repeal  or  abatement ,  fo  that  in  the 
language  of  our  ihorter  catechifm,  every  deviation  from  it  de- 
ferveth  God’s  wratlymd  curfe,  both  in  this  life  and  that  which 
is  to  come.  Nor  would  it  be  confident  with  the  holinefs  and 
judice  of  God  to  remit  the  punifhment,  and  receive  the  tranfi- 
greffor  into  favour,  without  fuch  a  public  fatisfadion  to  juf- 
tice  as  may  teddy  111s  abhorrence  of  all  unrighteoufnefs,  and 
his  refiilution  to  fupport  the  authority  of  his  law,  as  effedually 
as  the  due,  unabated  punifhment  of  the  finner  himfelf  could  do. 
Thefe  are  the  didates  of  found  reafon  j  and  therefore  all 
whofe  minds  have  been  awakened  to  ferious  confideration,  will 
be  felicitous  to  know  what  encouragement  they  have  to  draw 
near  to  a  holy  and  righteous  God  •  and  how  they  fhould  ap¬ 
proach  him  fo  as  to  find  acceptance. 

Now,  to  each  of  thefe  inquiries,  the  paffage  I  have  been 
reading  affords  a  aired  and  fatisfying  anfwer. 


I.  If  any  fliall  afk,  what  warrant  or  encouragement  hath  a 
creature  confcious  of  guilt  to  draw  near  to  a  God  of  unfpotted 
holinefs  and  inflexible  juftice  ? 

The  ApofUe  will  inform  him  that  the  chief  of  finners  (for 
this  was  the  title  lie  afiiimed  to  Himfelf,  1  Tim.  i.  15.)  hath 
holdncfs ,  or  (according  to  the  marginal  reading)  liberty  to  en~ 
ter  into  the  hell  eft  by  the  blood  of  fefus ,  by  a  new  and  living 
way>  which  he ,  in  the  charader  of  high-prief  over  the  houfe 
oj  God  hath  confecrated  for  ns  through  the  vail,  that  is  to  fay ,  his 
or  that  human  nature  in  which  he  lulfered,  as  a  propitia¬ 
tory  facrificc,  or  fin-offering,  in  our  place. 

It  will  readily  occur  to  you,  that  all  thefe  peculiar  forms  of 
exprefhon  allude  to  the  inftituted  means  of  accefs  to  God  under 
the  Mofaic  difpenfation ;  and  it  were  to  be  wifhed,  that  Chrif- 
tians  were  better  acquainted  with  that  ancient  worfhip  than 
they  commonly  are  ;  for  without  feme  knowledge  of  this  kind, 
much,  I  need  not  fay  of  the  beauty  and  energy  of  the  New- 
Teftament  language,  but  even  of  its  true  meaning  and  import, 
muft  elcape  their  obfervation. 


me  principal  Service  or  this  day  will  not  permit  me  to  Ipend 
fo  muck  time  as  would  be  neceflary  for  tracing  out  the  feveral 
parts  of  xIiq  allufion  with  perfpicuity  and  accuracy  :  it  muff  at 
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prefent  fuffice  to  give  you  a  general  view  of  the  Apoftle’s  rea- 
foning  in  the  foregoing  part  of  this  epiftle,  with  which  my  text 
is  evidently  connected  as  an  obvious  inference,  and  practical 
conclufion. 

There  we  are  informed,  that  the  correfpondence  with  the 
God  of  Ifrad,  in  all  the  public  exercifes  of  religious  worfhip, 
was  maintained  and  concluded  by  the  intervention  of  the  high- 
prieft.  None  of  the  other  Jews,  of  whatever  rank  or  office, 
were  permitted  in  perfon  to  approach  the  fymbols  of  the  divine 
prefence.  To  him  alone  it  belonged  to  pafs  through  the  cur¬ 
tain  or  vail,  which  feparated  the  firft  tabernacle,  wherein  the 
ordinary  priefts  miniftered,  from  the  fecond  tabernacle,  or  holi- 
dt  of  all,  which  had  the  golden  cenfer,  and  the  ark  of  the  co¬ 
venant,  witffi  the  cherubims  of  glory  over  it,  ffiadowing  the  mer¬ 
cy  feat.  «  Into  the  fecond  tabernacle,”  faith  the  Apoftle,  at 
the  7th  verfe  of  the  preceeding  chapter,  “  went  the  high- 
«  prieft,  alone,  once  every  year,  not  without  blood,  which  he 
«  offered  for  himfelf,  and  for  the  errors  of  the  people.”  He 
then  proceeds  to  obferve,  that  the  office  of  high-prieft,  the 
worldly  fandiuary,  and  the  various  ordinances  of  divine  fervice 
which  belonged  to  it,  were  only  figures  for  the  time  then  pre¬ 
fent  ;  and  plainly  {hews  that  they  were  all  typical  of,  derived 
their  fignificancy  from,  and  received  their  full  accomplifhment  in, 
the  priefthood  and  facrifice  of  Jefus  C brill  ;  who,  “  by  a  greater 
“  and  more  vperfeft  tabernacle,  not  made  with  hands,  that  is  to 
(C  lay,  not  of  this  building  ;  neither  by  the  blood  of  goats  and 

calves,  but  bv  his  own  blood,  entered  in  once  into  the  holy 
‘c  place,  having  obtained  eternal  redemption  for  us.”  After 
which,  he  goes  on  to  prove,  with  gfeat  force  and  perfpicuity, 
that  what  he  calls  the  firf  covenant,  or  the  Mofaic  confitu - 
tion,  carried  in  its  very  form  or  afpedl  the  moil  legible  marks  of 
imperfection  and  decay-  No  permanent  high-prieft  belonged 
to  it,  that  office  being  exercifed  by  men  compaffed  about  with 
infirmities  ;  each  of  whom,  by  death,  gave  place  to  his  fuc:ef- 
for.  Befides,  the  gifts  and  facrifices  they  offered,  were,  in  their 
own  nature,  fo  mean  and  inconfiderable,  u  that  they  could  not 
“  make  him  that  did  the  fervice  perfefl,  as  pertaining  to  the 
a  confidence  ;  for  it  was  impoffible  that  the  blood  of  goats  and 
(C  of  calves  fhould,”  by  any  intrinfic  virtue,  u  take  away  fih.” 
Nay,  the  repetition  of  thefe  facrifices  was  a  plain  confeffiori  of 
their  weaknefs  and  infufficiency  ;  as  the  Apoftle  reafons  moft 
conclufively  in  the  beginning  of  this  chapter.  u  For  the  law’1 
faith  he  “  having  a  (hadow  of  good  things  to  come,  and  not 
if  the  very  image  of  the  things,  can  never,  with  thofe  facrifi- 
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€<  ces  which  they  offer  year  by  year  continually,  make  the. 
«  comers. thereunto  perfected.  For  then.”  adds  he  in  the  form 
oi  a  queftion,  “  would  they  not  have  ceafed  to  he  offered  ?  be- 
caufe  that  the  worfhippers,  once  purged,  fhould  have  had  no 
**  ITIorc  confcience  of  fins  ?  But  in  thofe  facrifices  there  is  a 
44  remembrance  again  made  of  fins  once  every  year.”  Where-* 
cc  as  Chrifl  is  an  ever  living  and  unchangeable  high-prieft.  The 
Mood  which  he  off  ered  is  of  infinite  worth  and  efficacy,  being 
the  biood  of  Emanuel,  God  in  our  nature.  Accordingly  there 
is  no  repetiton  of  his  facrifice:  for  thus  the  Apoftle  proceeds  at 
the  nth  verfe,  c<  Every  high-pried  flandeth  daily  miniftering, 
tc  and  offering  oftentimes  the  fame  facrifices,  which  can  never 
if  take  away  fins  ;  but  this  man,”  this  Godman,  “  after  he 
u  had  offered  one  facrifice  for  fins,  for  ever  fat  down  on  the, 
<c  right  hand  of  God  ;  from  henceforth  expending  till  his  enemies 
be  made  his  footflool.  For  by  one  offering  he  hath  perfected 
g(  for  ever  them  that  are  fan£tifiec3.,?  lie  is  now  gone 
to  the  heavenly  fanctuary,  <£  having  finifhed  tranfgreffion,  made 
<c  an  end  of  fin,  made  reconciliation  for  iniquity,  and  brought 
€C  in  everlafting  righteoufnefs.”  And  nothing  remains  for  him 
to  do,  but  to  blefs  his  people  with  the  free  and  irrevocable  re- 
million  of  their  fins,  according  to  that  promife  of  the  covenant* 
quoted  in  verfe  17.  their  fins  and  iniquities  ioU I  I  remember  no 
more ;  and  to  difpenfe  to  all  who  are  willing  to  receive  (and 
to  hold  it  by  his  right)  that  fulnefs  of  life  which  is  lodged  in 
his  hand,  as  u  the  Saviour  of  the  body,”  and  the  <c  King  and 
ci  Head  over  all  things  to  the  church.” 

This  fhort  review  of  the  Apoftle’s  reafoning,  ferves  to  throw 

light  upon  the  paffage  I  am  further  to  difeourfe  upon. - We 

fee  how  the  blood  of  Jcfus  gives  boldnefs  or  freedom  to  enter 
into  the  heavenly  fan&uary,  even  by  removing  that  guilt  which 
feparates  us  from  God,  and  renders  us  incapable  of  holding 

friendly  communion  or  intercourfe  witn  him. - -We  like  wife 

fee  a  reafon,  why  the  way  of  admittance  into  the  holieft  is  cal¬ 
led,  not  only  a  tieiu  but  a  living  way.  The  entrance  into  the 
worldly  famftuary,  was  indeed  by  blood  :  for,  as  the  Apoftle  had 
obferved  at  the  2  2d  verfe  of  the  preceding  chapter,  <c  alrnoft 
all  things,”  under  the  old  difpenfation,  u  were  purged  with 
u  blood  ;  and  without  {bedding  of  blood  there  is  no  remifiion.” 
But  then  it  was  the  blood  of  animals  inferior  to  man  5  which, 
after  they  were  flain,  were  utterly  confumcd  and  could  live  no 
more  :  Whereas  the  blood  by  which  we  now  enter  into  the 
heavenly  fan&uary,  is  the  blood  of  him  who  hath  life  in  him- 
fcjf$  who,  though  he  voluntarily  fubmitted  to  death  for  a  fea- 

fon. 
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fen,  yet  Toon  rofe  again  from  the  grave  by  his  own  power  ; 
cc  who  is  now  alive,  and  behold,  he  liveth  ror  evermore,  aru 

«  hath  the  keys  of  hell,  and  of  death”- - Wc  further  learn 

upon  what  account  his  ftft,  or  human  nature,  gets  the  name  of 
a  vMily  through  which  the  new  and  living  way  into  the  lionelt 
is'  corifecrated  for  us.  It  was  by  becoming  man  that  he  was 
qualified  to  fufFer  in  cur  place  for  the  expiation  of  our  guilt. 
In  him  we  behold  God  clothed  with  the  chara&er  of  a  ream  tiler 
as  the  God  of  love,  the  God  who  is  love.  His  fldh  then  u 
fuch  a  vail,  as  doth  net  exclude  from,  but  opens  to  give  us  ad¬ 
mittance  to  a  throne  of  grace  :  nay  Chriil  himfelf  is  the  true 
propitiatory,  or  mercy-feat  :  the  facrihce,  the  altar,  and  the 
hioh-prieft,  are  all  united  in  his  wonderful  perfon.  In  i liort, 
««  he  is  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life  rp  the  true,  tlu  Irvmg 

and  the  only  way  to  the  lather.  t 

Here,  then,  we  are  futriifhed  with  a  clear  and  fatisfymg  an- 
fwer  to  the  firft  queflion  propofed,  viz.  What  warrant  or  en¬ 
couragement  hath  a  guilty  creature  to  draw  near  to  a  holy  and 

righteous  God  ?— - Jefus  the  high-prieft  ever  the  hvufi  of 

tied,  who  fufFered  for  us  in  his  fieft,  or  human  nature,  hath,  by 
44  that  offering  and  fa crifice  of  a  fweet-fmelling  favour”  con¬ 
secrated  a  71  ew  and  living  way  of  accefs,  wheieby  we  have 
boldnefs  to  enter  into  the  fnojl  holy  place,  and  to  chaw  tico.i  i& 
God  under  the  fprinkling  of  his  blood. 

II.  The  anfvver  to  the  fecond  queflion,  which  regards  the 
wanner  of  our  approach,  is  no  lefs  clearly  exprelfed  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  words  :  Let  us  draw  near  with  a  true  heart,  in  full  aft 
furance  of  faith,  having  our  hearts  fprinhlcd  frem  an  evil  con* 
faience ,  and  our  bodies  wafted  with  pure  water . 

The  ) [ft  qualification  is  a  true  heart. 

Truth  is  dirc&ly  oppofite  to  diffimulation  or  falfehood - A 

true  heart ,  then,  in  drawing,  near  to  God  by  the  bleed  of  ftftusf 
muff  be  a  heart  that  correlponds  to  the  profeflion  we  make 
and  what  that  profeflion  is,  in  the  cafe  before  us,  may,  with 
cafe  and  certainty,  be  collected  from  what  was  delivered  under 
tht  former  head. 

When  we  profefs  to  enter  into  the  holiefl  by  the  blood  of 
Jefus,  we  explicitly  renounce  all  prctenfions  or  hopes  of  ob¬ 
taining  admittance  by  any  other  means.  Wc  acknowledge  the 
forfeiture  we  have  incurred  by  our  guilt,  and  fubferibe  to  the 
juflice  of  the  fentence  that  condemns  us:  we  cornels,  that  we 
have  done,  and  can  do  nothing  to  recommend  us  to  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  God,  or  that  may  found  the  rcmotdf  claim  to  pardon 
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and  acceptance.  All  our  own  righteoufnefs  we  throw>fide  at 
nitliy  rags.  In  divert,  we  plead  guilty  at  a  tribunal  of  juftice, 
and  adopt  the  language  of  the  publican,  as  exprefling  our  true 
character,  and  the  only  form  of  addrefs  that  befits  our  (late,—* 
God  be  qiercijul  to  me  a  fi?iner . 

When  the  Jew  haa  brought  the  facrifice  which  the  lav/  had 
appointed  foi  his  offence,  to  the  door  of  the  tabernacle  ,  when 
Le  laid  his  Land  upon  the  head  of  the  victim,  coiifefling  his  fin 
ever  it,  and  then  delivered  it  to  the  high-prjefl,  that  its  blood 
might  be  (lied  for  the  expiation  of  his  guilt ;  v/hat  was  the 
true  meaning  and  intent  of  that  fervice  ?  Lid  not  the  offender 
prefent  the  vi&im  that  it  might  be  fubftitiited  in  his  place  ?— 
Did  he  not  thereby  acknowledge  that  he  had  incurred  the  pe¬ 
nalty  of  death  *,  and  that  the  dying  agonies  of  the  devoted 
animal  were  only  a  faint  reprefentation  of  what  was  ftri&ly 
due  to  himfelf  ?  Was  not  this  a  virtual  renunciation  of  any  right 
to  the  continuance  of  life,  but  what  arofe  from  the  acceptance 
of  the  facrifice  in  his  room,  and  the  gratuitous  promife  of  re- 

miffion  annexed  to  that  acceptance  ?- — - - And  can  any  thing 

lefs  than  this  be  meant  by  drawing  near  to  God  by  the  blood  of 

Jefus  - Was  their  more  virtue  in  the  typical  than  in  the 

real  atonement  ?  Or  is  lefs  to  be  expected  from  the  fub dance 
than  from  the  fhadew  ?  Did  the  offending  Jew,  when  he  made 
his  confeffion  over  the  head  of  the  vidiim,  look  back  to  any  in¬ 
dances  of  pad  obedience,  or  even  forward  to  any  purpofes  of 
future  amendment,  and  conjoin  t lie fe  with  the  blood  of  the  fa- 
criiice,  for  rendering  it  more  effectual  t’o  obtain  pardon  and  ac¬ 
ceptance  ? — Lurely  none  who  attended  to  the  nature  and  form 
of  the  inditution,  could  be  led  by  it  to  dream  of  any  mixture  of 
this  kind.  And  can  we  fuppofc,  that  the  blood  of  Jefus ,  by 
which  we  have  boldnefs  to  enter  into  the  hohef ,  is  only  a  joint 
caufe  with  our  own  imperfect  obedience,  of  our  obtaining  ad- 
midion  into  the  heavenly  fan&uary  ?  Is  no  more  meant  by  his 
confc  crating  for  us  a  new  and  living  way ,  than  that  he  hath  re¬ 
paired  the  old  way  which  (in  had  broken  ;  and  by  removing 
fome  obftrudtions,  rendered  it  more  fmooth  and  acceffible  than 
originally  it  was  ?  Hath  he  mftead  of  paying  to  the  lad  mite  N 
what  jultice  demanded,  done  no  more  by  Iris  facrifice,  than  pur- 
chafed  an  eafy  eompof  tion  of  the  debt,  that  an  hundred  pence 

might  be  accepted  for  the  ten  thoufand  talents  ? - Is  it  poffi- 

blc  that  human  pride  and  vanity  can  give  fuch  a  colouring  to 
this  motly  fchen  e,  as  to  make  it  pafs  with  any  reafo.uable  crea¬ 
ture,  for  that  marvellous  doing  of  the  Lord,  that  highest  ex* 
ertion  cf  wifdom  and  rrace,  which  angels  themfelves  ddire  to 

look 
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look  into  ? - To  account  for  this,  we  mull:  have  recourfe  to 

what  the  Apoftle  Paul  writes,  1  Cor-  ii.  14.  “  The  natural  man 
receiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God  ;  for  they  are 
“  foolilhnefs  unto  him  :  neither  can  he  know  them,  becnuie 
they  are  fpiritually  dileefned*”  He  is  become  vain  in  his  ima¬ 
ginations,  and  his  foolilh  heart  is  darkened.  But  they  whole 
eyes  are  opened  by  the  Spirit  of  truth,  will  cordially  join  with  the 
lame  Apoftle,  and  fay  as  he  did,  Philip,  iii.  7,  8,  9-  “  What 

things  were  gain  to  me,  thole  I  counted  lo.ls  for  Chrift.™-- 
Yea  doubtlefs,  and  I  count  all  things,  but  lofs,  for  the  excel- 
4‘  lency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus  my  Lord — and  do 
(c  count  them  but  dung,  that  i  may  win  Chrift,  and  be  found  in 
iC  him,  not  having  m  ne  own  righteoufnefs,  which  is  of  the 
“  law,  but  that  which  is  through  the  faith  of  Chrift,  the  righ- 
“  teoufnefs  which  is  of  God  by  faith.”  This  is  the  language 
of  a  true  heart ,  in  drawing  near  to  God  by  the  blood  of  Jefus  -7 
which  may  fuffice  to  explain  the  firft  qualification  here  men¬ 
tioned.  X  do  not  fay  that  no  more  is  included  in  it  ;  but  this 
I  affirm,  that  fueh  an  ablolute  renunciation  of  every  other 
ground  of  hope,  is  one  principal  thing  implied  in  the  true 
heart,  as  it  ftands  connected  with  the  Apqftle’s  reafoning,if  aoC 
the  very  thing  he  had  m oft  directly  in  his  eye. 

idly  7  To  a  true  heart ,  the  Apoftle  adds,  the  full  ajfuvance 
of faith . 

This  leads  us  back  to  the  great  objects  of  faith  that  have  al¬ 
ready  been  prefented  to  our  view,  *z the  high-priejl  over  the 
houfe  of  God  ;  the  vail  of  his  human  nature,  which  is  the  pal- 
fttge  into  the  fancluary  and  the  blood  of  his  facrifice,  that 
emboldens  us  to  eater  in  : — And  it  is  required,  that  our  faith  in 
this  way  of  accefs  be  full  and  allured. 

The  true  heart ,  giving  a  faithful  verdifl  upon  the  demerit  of 
fin,  and  fubfcribing  to  trvejutllce  of  the  fentence,  whereby  the 
finner  is  excluded  from  the  prefence  of  God,  acknowledged! 
this  to  be  the  only  way.  But  faith  advanceth  a  ftep  further, 
and  prefents  it  to  the  enlightened  mind,  as  a  fate,  a  fure,  and 
infallible  way,  Hear  its  genuine  language  from  the  mouth  of 
our  Apoftle,  1,  Tim.  h  13.  “  This  is  a  faithful  faying,  and 

“  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that  Jefus  Chrift  came  into  the 
world  to  lave  finners  ;  of  whom  I  am  chief.”  Faith  contemplat¬ 
ing  the  dignity  of  the  High-Prieft,  and  the  nature  and  defigu  of 
the  facrifice  he  offered,  can  have  no  doubt  of  the  merit  of  his 
blood  j  but  may  conclude,  firmly,  and  without  hefitatlon,  that 
it  hath  lufficient  efficacy  to  cieanje  from  all  fin.  But  when  it 
proceeds  farther,  and  reads  the  com  mi  Cion  he  received  from  the 
Vox  I,  N  a  Father  ; 
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lather  ;  when  it  weighs  the  evidence  that  arifeth  from  his  te* 
furreciion  and  ajcenfion,  of  the  Father’s  infinite  delight  in  him* 
and  his  perfect  fatisfa&ion  with  his  whole  condudf  as  Mediator  ; 
above  all,  when  it  follows  him  into  the  heavenly  fimdtuary, 
whither  he  hath  carried  his  atoning  blood,  and  fees  the  reward 
conferred  upon  hirn  for  his  voluntary  obedience  unto  death,  a 
name  given  him  above  every  name,  and  ail  things  in  heaven  and 
on  earth  put  under  his  feet  : — - — -  What  fliall  I  fay?  from 
this  entire  view  of  God  in  Chrift  reconciling  the  world  unto 
Himfelf,  can  any  other  conclulion  be  drawn,  than  what  the 

Apodle  John  hath  done  before  us,  viz.  God  is  love  / — - • 

So  complete  is  the  evidence  afforded  Us  in  the  gofpel,  of  God’s 
merciful  nature,  and  of  the  good  will  he  bears  to  the  children 
of  men,  that  the  mod  entire  credit  to  his  declarations  upon  this 
head,  is  in  effeft  no  more  than  a  Jetting  to  our  Jealy  to  what 
one  Ihould  think  the  mod  obvious  and  felf  evident  of  all  pro- 
pofitions,  that  God  is  true .  And  is  there  a  man  to  be  found 
that  denies  this  proportion  ?  Dare  any  befo  outrageoufly  info- 
lent  and  injurious,  as  to  call  God  a  liar  ?  Let  me  refer  you  to 
the  fame  Apodle,  who  teftified  that  God  is  love,  for  an  anfwer 
to  this  queftion,  and  he  will  inform  you,  i  John  v.  10.  that 
every  one  who  believeth  not  the  record  that  God  hath 
given  of  his  Son,maheth  him  a  liar*  This  is  a  repetition  of  the 
fird  tranfgreflion,  with  peculiar  circumdances  of  aggravation* 
Unbelief  was  the  root  of  Adam’s  fin  ;  for  had  he  truly  believ¬ 
ed  that  the  threatening  was  to  be  executed,  he  would  not  have 
dared  to  incur  the  penalty.  And  can  it  be  lefs  criminal  to 
charge  God  with  falsehood  in  a  pro^eilion  of  kmdnefs,  than  in  a 
threatening  of  difpleafure  ?  Nay,  is  it  not  a  worfe  fpecies  of  de¬ 
ceit,  to  flatter  with  delufive  hopes,  than  to  frighten  with  un¬ 
real  terrors  ?  and  yet  an  unbeliever  of  gofpel-grace  doth  in  ef- 
feed  charge  God  with  this  very  fpecies  of  deceit  ,  and  that  not 
only  in  the  face  of  the  flrongefl  repeated  declarations  of  good¬ 
will,  but  a  gain  A  every  kind  of  confirmation  that  the  mod  dif- 
trudful  fufpicion  could  require  or  devife.  Adam  had  nooiher  re« 
Araint  but  a  naked  threatening  :  he  had  feen  no  exertion  of 
punitive  judice  ;  every  thing  around  him  was  exprefllve  of  the 
perfefl  goodnefs  of  its  author  ;  and  there  was  no  precedent  or 
example  of  the  penalty  with  which  the  prohibition  was  enforced. 
But  what  have  we  in  fupport  of  the  gofpel  record  ?  or  rather, 
let  me  afk.  What  addition  could  be  made  to  the  evidence  alrea¬ 
dy  afforded  us,  that  it  is  faithful  and  true  ?  We  have  the  pro- 
mi  fe  of  God,  confirmed  by  his  oath  ;  we  have  the  gift  of  his 
own  Son  to  be  the  propitiation  for  our  (ins  ;  wc  are  not  oniy 

permitted, 
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permitted,  but  invited,  nay  commanded,  to  come  to  the  Savi¬ 
our,  with  this  moft  endearing  declaration,  that  fuch  as  come  to 
him  fball  in  no  wife  be  rejected  or  ca it  out  by  him*  And  Oiali 
not  this  accumulated,  this  fuperabundant  evidence,  deter  us  from 
the  prefurnption  of  calling  God  a  liar  ?  or  rather,  Jfhall  it  not 
produce  in  us,  that  full  affurance  of faith,  in  which  the  Apoftle 
exhorted  us  to  draw  near  to  God  by  the  blood  of  Jefus  ? 

The  third  qualification,  expreffed  in  thefe  words,  having  our 
hearts  fprinkled from  an  evil  confcience ,  is  an  advance  upon 
the  other  two,  and  implies  a  perfonal  application  of  the  blood 
of  Chrift  to  ourfelves  :  for  it  is  this  alone,  that,  as  we  read 
verfe  :  4,  of  the  preceding  chapter,  can  purge  the  cqnfcience 
fro?n  dead  works ,  and  vanquiih  thofe  fears  of  wrath,  which,  by 
reprefenting  Gnd  as  an  implacable  enemy,  drive  us  from  his  pre¬ 
fence,  ana  render  him  an  object  of  terror  and  averfion,  rather 
than  of  defire  and  love. 

This  perfonal  application  of  the  blood  of  fprinkling,  is  too 
commonly  conndered  in  the  light  of  a  privilege,  rather  than  as 
a  duty*  iVnd  a  privilege  itfurely  is;  but  fuch  a  privilege  as 
we  are  ftridtly  bound  in  duty  to  make  life  of  :  For  this,  faith 
the  Apoftle  John,  is  the  command  of  God,  that  we fhould  believe  on 
the  name  of  his  Son  fefus  Chrift ;  which  certainly  includes 
more  than  a  general  perfuafion,  however  full  and  allured,  that 
Jefus  is  a  neceffary  and  fufficient  Saviour*  It  can  mean  no  iefs, 
than  that  they  to  whom  the  command  is  given,  fhould  believe  on 
the  name  of  Chrift  for  themfelves ,  and  put  their  truft  in  him,  as 
one  is  who  both  willing  and  able  to  fave  them  in  particular* 

But  the  queftion  may  be  put,  and  it  hath  been  put  by 
many,  How  am  I  to  know  that  this  obliging  command  is  ad* 
dreffed  to  me  ?  It  might  fuffice  for  an  anfwer,  to  dellre  thofe 
who  alk  the  queftion,  to  turn  over  to  that  part  of  Scripture 
where  the  words  I  have  juft  now  quoted  are  recorded,  1  John  iii« 
23.  There  it  is  written,  “  This  is  his  commandment,  that  we 
Ci  fhould  believe  on  the  name  of  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift,  and  love 
“  one  another,  as  he  gave  us  commandment.” 

Now,  nobody  doubts,  that  the  laft  of  thefe  precepts  extends 
to  him  ;  and  yet  the  lame  authority  which  enjoins  mutual  love, 
commands  us  to  believe  on  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ;  and  the 

Apoftle  you  fee,  unites  them  both  in  one  fentence.* - How 

comes  it,  then,  that  any  fhould  make  a  difference  between  the 
two,  in  point  either  of  extent  or  obligation,  or  limit  the  one 
commandment  any  more  than  the  other  ?  * 

But  as  this  is  a  difficulty  with  which  the  truljr  ferious  only 
are  apt  to  be  diftrdled,  I  msuft  not  flop  here,  but  beg  them  to 

confider, 
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confider,  whether  it  would  not  be  more  reafonable  to  put  the 
queition  in  this  form,  How  do  I  know,  or  rather,  What  ground 
Call  hiid  to  iufpeCI  that  the  commandment  to  believe  on  the 
yiviour  doth  not  extend  to  me  ?  It  is  undeniable,  that  none  of 
the  human  race  are  excepted  by  name  ;  the  invitation  or  call  is 
at  dieiL-d  to  men  indefinitely  ;  “  Look  unto  me  and  be  ye  laved 
all  the  ends  of-  the  earth. ”  “  Unto  you,  O  men,  I  call,  and  my 
to.ccib  to  the  Sons  of  men. ”  Say,  then,  my  friends,  under  what 
fatal  denomination  can  you  find  yourfelves  excluded  from  the 
fountain  opened  for  fin  and  for  uncleannefs?  Surely  not  as Jin- 
ners  ;  for  this  denomination  is  common  to  all  men,  arid  “  Chrifl 
t(  carfis  not  to  call  the  righteous  but  finners  to  repentance 
itiis  was  his  very  errand,  <c  to  leek  and  to  fave  that  which 
was  loll.’  Neither  can  it  be  great  finners  ;  for  Paul  tefti- 
hes  that  Chrift  came  to  lave  the  chief  of  finners.  “  His  blood 
clean feth  from  all  iin  and  many  examples  are  recorded  of  the 
moll  infamous Tranfgreflbr's,  who  have  been  wafhed,  and  fa  noti¬ 
fied,  and  juflified,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  jefus,  and  by  the 
Spirit  of  our  God.  Much  lefs  then  can  it  be  as  deeply -convinced 
and  fie  If  condemning  finners  ;  for  under  this  denomination  you 
are  exprefslv  invited  to  have  recourfe  to  him  :  “  Come  unto 
me,  all  ye  that  labour,  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will 
give  you  reft. ”  The  commillion  he  received  was  to  bind 
up  r he  broken-hearted  ;  to  bring  forth  the  prifoners  out  of  the 
prifon-houfe,  and  to  comfort  thol'e  that  mourn.  Are  vou 
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wretched ,  poor ,  in  ferable,  blind ,  and,  naked  ?  Such  precifely 
,  was  the  date  of  the  Laodiceans,  with  this  only  difference,  from 
whence  no  di  Icon  raging  inference  can  be  drawn,  that  they 
knew  it  not ,  whereas  you  do  :  yet  even  to  them  were  thefe 
gracious  words  addreffed  by  our  Lord  himfelf,  Rev,  iii.  18. 
i  counlei  thee  to  buy  of  me,  gold  tried  in  the  fire,  that  thou 
mayeft  be  rich,  and  while  raiment  that  thou  mayeft  be 
clothed,  and  to  anoint  thine  eyes  with  eye-falve  that  thou 
mayeft  fee.”  Nay,  which  (methinks  fhould  put  an  end  to  all 
further  queflioning  upon  this  head),  the  epiftle  directed  to  them 
concludes  with  that  unlimited  offer  of  gofpel-grace,  which 
might  jultly  be  introduced  with  a  note  of  admiration,  iC  Be- 
“  hold,  I  hand  at  the  door  and  knock  ;  if  any  man  will 
“  hear  my  voice,  and  open  the  door,  I  will  come  in  to  him, 
u  and  fup  with  him,  and  he  with  me.”  Beware  then,  of  fetting 
bounds  where  God  hath  let  none.  If  you  feel  your  need  of 
Thrift  as  the  only  Saviour  ;  if  your  eyes  have  been  fo  far  open¬ 
ed,  as  to  fee  that  he  is  worthy  to  be  depended  upon,  and 
mighty  lo  lave,”  let  no  objections  drawn  from  your  own  un- 
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unworthinefs,  which  under  the  covert  and  femblance  of  humili¬ 
ty,  hides  the  darjng  prefumptipn  of  giving  God  the  lie,  keep 
you  back  from  this  great  High  Prieji ,  or  prevent  your  applica¬ 
tion  of  his  atoning  blood,  for  fprinkling  your  hearts  from  an 
evil  confciencey  and  introducing  you  into  the,  holiejt  with  filial 
boldnefsy  hy  that  new  and  living  way  which  he  hath  confecrated 
for  you ,  through  the  vail  ofhisjtejh • 

What  the  Apodle,  fubjoins,  having  our  bodies  wajhed with 
pure  water  ;  may  allude  to  thofe  purifications  enjoined  by  the 
law,  which  ferved  to  remind  the  Jews  of  the  unfpotted  holinels 
of  the  God  of  Ifrael,  and  of  that  reverence  which  ought  to  pof- 
fefs  their  minds  in  all  their  approaches  to  his  gracious  prefence  > 
though  I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  thcle  words  were  intended 
by  the  Apodle  to  introduce  a  new  exhortation  ;  and  ought 
therefore  to  be  transferred  to  the  following  verfe  :  in  which 
cafe,  without  any  draining,  they  obviqufly  apply  to  the  ordi¬ 
nance  of  baptifm,  and  are  urged  with  great  propriety,  to  en¬ 
force  a  dedfad  unwavering  adherence  to  that  faith  which  the 
converted  Hebrews  had  profefTed  with  fuch  lolemnity,  when  at 
their  admiflion  into  the  church  of  Chrid,  their  bodies  were  wajh¬ 
ed  with  pure  water ,  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ghoft. 

But  I  (hall  not  detain  you  any  longer  from  the  proper  bud- 
nefs  of  the  day.  Only  let  me  call  upon  you,  before  I  conclude, 
to  look  up  to  this  great  High  Prieji  over  thehoufe  of  God ,  for  that 
Holy  Spirit,  without  whom  neither  fermons  nor  facrainents 
have  any  virtue  or  efficacy.  It  is  he  alone  that  can  bedow  up¬ 
on  us  the  qualifications  here  required.  Let  each  of  us  then 
plead  the  promile  of  the  Father,  begging,  that  the  Spirit  of 
all  grace  may  be  given,  to  take  of  the  things  of  Chrid’s  and  to 
ihe  v/  them  unto  us  f  that  from  jud  views  of  our  High-Fried, 
and  of  the  new  and  living  way  he  hath  confecrated  to  us  by  his 
blood,  we  may  be  enabled  to  draw  n-ear  to  God,  with  true 
hearts  in  the  full  affurance  of faith  ;  and  receive  fuch  tokens 
of  his  love  while  we  fit  at  his  table,  asfhall  be  an  earned  and 
pledge  to  us,  of  that  dill  more  near  and  joyful  approach  to  him 
in  the  heavenly  fantduary  ;  where  we  ihall  no  more  lee  him  in 
trie  glafs  of  ordinances,  but  face  to  face  ;  where  we  Ihall  be 
thoroughly  changed  into  his  image  and  enjoy  him  fully  without 
interruption,  and  without  end.  Amen- 
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